TSE SEPOY REYO'LT 


ITS CAUSES AKD ITS CONSEQUENCES. 


BY.fECNB.Y JECAIX 



LONDON 

~JO HS MURRAY, VLRE3 TATTLE STREET 




PREFACE. 


In the following pages I liave condensed, to the best of my 
ability, the results of ten years’ labour in the busy fields of 
Indian journalism. My opportunities of acquiring a know- 
ledge of political and social affairs have been great ; it is for 
the public to decide if I have made good use of them. t 
"Were my book^to be written over again, I should like to 
deepen the colours in which some pictures of Indian life have 
been painted ; but the experience which enables a man' to 
write on the subject of Eastern government, tends to bluut 
his sympathies, and in some degree to injure his moral sense. 
Torture and lawlessness, and the perpetual suffering of 
millions, are so familiar to me, that I am conscious of not 
feeling as I ought to do when wrong is done to individuals 
and nations. The man who lives in the vicinity of the un- 
dertaker and boiler maker, is not likely to join in the agita- 
tion against barrel organs and street cries. 

There is a malady common to eat ages in certain parts of 
the world, which is termed “ earth-hunger." It provokes 
an incessant craving for clay, a species of food wliich fails to 
satisfy the appetite, and which impairs the power of digestion. 
The East India Company have laboured under its influence 
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for a century past ; and as yet the disease shows, no signs of 
abatement. The last mail informed us that 25,OOiS>»cics/in 
thtf districts recently assigned by the Nizam, had this season 
been thrown out of cultivation ; and current advices express 
the satisfaction of the Indian Government at the prospect of 
new confiscations. In Madras, Bombay, and the' Punjab, 
for every aero that is .cultivated, at least three remain un- 
tilled; and still we continue to make nobles landless, and to 
increase the sum total of Asiatic misery/ 

If Heaven had not a great work for us to do in the East, 
the cruelty, the oppression, and the measureless folly of our 
rule would before this have produced its natural fruits, and 
we should have been cast out from India, a scorn and 
example to the nations. We have been heavily punished, 
and there is yet a fearful blow to be endured; but after 
a while we shall comprehend the nature of our responsi- 
bilities, and try to fulfil them. England’s difficulty is Eng- 
land’s opportunity. If we are wise henceforth in dealing 
with. India, the ell of Cawnpore will eo fertilise the land, 
that every corner of it will yield a crop of blessings. 


H. M. 
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THE SEPOY REVOLT. 


CHAPTER I 

■rnr illtjsiov — the reaiity — anLiTArr DcrENCrs — cooking 

ACCOUNTS — PRETENSIONS OF CASTE LOPD DAXIIOUSIE AND 

BIS rOLlCT 

In the course of an arhcle on the disturbed ■’tate of feeling 
m the nati\e army, the ** Times of the IStVuof May last 
had the following — 

“ Now that the whole of India has been thorouglily sub 
dued, and that from Afghanistan to the borders of Siam 
there is no power which even aspires to oppose us we may 
be humane while we are politic, and be content to punish 
disobedience by loss of pay and pension without a resort to 
artillery or a charge of the bayonet It is reassuring more 
over, tint the Mussulman, the Sikh the Ghoorha has no 
share in the prejudices of the Hindoo The Government 
may always count on the votaries of Islam for support in 
any tumult arising from the teaching of an idolatrous creed 
SfiJi we could wi h to see a larger number of European 
troops at hand on such an occasion Our Indian empire is 
not wliat it was, and yet the number of white regiments 
remains pretty i early etat onary TFitlnn the last fifteen 
years we have annexed Scinde, and the Punjaub, and Pegu, 
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not to speak of Oucle and half a dozen protected tributary 
districts The cares and duties of the army are therefore 
largely increased Although the European force is costly 
and sickly — although every man sent out is said to cost 
1001 , and many are only sent out to be laid, before long, 
m the barrack cemetery, — yet we must not shrink from the 
duties which pur situation necessitates TTe have conquered 
India by British hands, and by them it must be retained 
Nothing will render the improvement of the country so 
difficult, nothing w\U so unsettle the minds of a people easy 
to be impressed, and likely to find eiil advisers to impress 
them, as the suspicion that there is any weakness in ua 
The belief that on any point, whether ten miles or one 
thousand miles away, the authority of England can be over- 
thrown for a day by Asiatics of any race oi creed, will go 
far to nullify all our character of superiority, and all the 
authority of ci\ lhsation ” 

"When this extract was first read in India, rebellion was 
triumphant in the Sepoy army over the length and breadth 
of Bengal, from the farthest corner of Pcsliaw ur to the hills 
of Cuttack The flame of insurrection had been leaping 
from post to post throughout the vast extent of country still 
nominally under British rule, until it had become a potnt of 
honour to rebel w ith men who had no previous thought of 
disloyalty , who urged, vn reply to kind words and remon- 
strances, that they were bound to do what all the rest of the 


Sepoy 8 were doing Away up to thehill3of Ncpaul,alon" the 
wide plains of the Wth c*t,on through the Punja^i^m! 
over the wastes of Centra! India, the flag of revolt was 
fljmg, the mutineers gaming strength and boldne-a with 
every hour More than 00,000 men, who had been trained 
to fi„ht 1»> the sile of r«n 0 h«U soldiers, were eagerly availin'* 
themselves of every, chance to murder the wne- and little 
ot Act .Mettle, officer, nml comm, It, „ rn „ 

Tl,t, 1™1 i lumlcrc,l mote tlun « million ttcrlm" frml 
piMit ttraminc, , c v t„t„l lmmlre.1, of K „„, , ,„ rc ° 

1 ”‘ c,o, of numiruu, lhcc, of «trcti s th , ll,e, l nil 
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intrenchraejits vainly defended for weeks by one of the most 
gallant veterans in the service, and after admitting the gar- 
rison to terms, had murdered min, w oman, and cluld A 
wall as of fire impas«able cut off communication between 
upper and loner Bengal, trade was at a standstill, and the 
hopes of the best and bravest soldiers dared not soar beyond 
the possibility of holding the ground covered by their en- 
campment Relief was .certain, but it seemed far di«tant 
Vengeance was the cry that ro*e from every lip, but no 
sound of thunder uas heard on the horizon The labours of 
the giants had disappeared. Six weeks had sufficed to undo 
the work of a century 

Men in Calcutta a«L of each other, \\ hat will they ^ay of 
this m England 5 And the answer is, that our countryme*n 
will take comfort in the thought, so condoling to a certain 
cla«a of prodigal*, that India has been ro) ally <pcnt, and 
that all hav c had a share in di««ipatmg the rich inheritance 
The people’s Hou*c of Commons have scarcely ever he 
stow cd o thought on Ilmdostan Cabinets, whether Whig 
or Tor), have sent out men to rule over 113 ju t ns faction 
or famd) intercut ordained The favourite of the Ann) 
has seldom had a chance against the favourite of tlic Court , 
and hence it 13 that, at the clo=e of a century, we have to 
begin a new career in the East, without mom.) and without 
friend*, backed only b) our strong right hand and in- 
domitable hearts Be it so, the work will he done, though 
the task 13 heai) the labourer asking only for a competent 
over ccr 

Had the apprehension to which the ‘'Times*’ gave cur- 
rency been entertained a few months back in the proper 
quarter, cither the mutinies would have never commenced, 
or bave never been, successful The following, statement of 
the means of defence in the shape of European regiments 
provided for In ha, and our new po« colons to the eastward 
of the Ba\ of Bengal, will show how little danger lias been 
apprehended from internal foes or outward aggrc^ion during 
tin la t three years 
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35th, 98 th 

None 
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3rd Eur 
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r 14lli Drag 
\81st 
None 
75tli 
87th 

24th 27th 
52nd 
9th I»ao 
Cist 

22od 96th 


f 2 Cavalry 
1 21 Infantrs 


"From the above, it will be seen that m December 1854, 
before the annex ttion of Oude took place, we had three 
more European regiments than we had when the rebellion 
occurred Of the English troops ecr\ mg m the country , it 
is considered that ■'even regiments should be always stationed 
m the Punjaub, two m Burmah, one at Calcutta, one nt 
Dinaporc, one nt Agra, and one nt Meerut Tins leates us 
n balance of the regiments, but some of lhc->e arc m abso- 
lute neel of tlicir customary rest in the lulls, go that our 
whole movable force is actually reduced to, gat, three 
regiments Of course, ns in the instance of the fldnncc 
upon Delhi, a strong dm “ion can be improved at n few 
dajs’ notice, but the case is very much like that of the 
citnen who abandons Ins bourn ami pro] erty to combat 
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lebels in a different quarter of the citj lie cannot fight 
the enemy and protect his own valuables a3 well If 
Sepoys mutiny, or the rabble n*es at our great station", 
there is not much to prevent them from working their will 
for a sea«on Imcl may sene us aa on many previous oc 
casion" Those who hat e old scores to settle with us may 
lack means or courage to improve the tempting opportunity , 
but there is no counting upon wliat is really before us id the 
way of work, and for our means we have to thank both the 
Home and Indian Governments that they were scarcely ade- 
quate to the ordinary requirements of a state of profound peace 
We had eighteen European infantry regiments, giving 
perhaps a total of fifteen thousand effectives, to occupy 
and defend the whole country from Pcdiawur to Rangoon, a 
line of sixteen hundred miles in length, w ith a population of 
not lc«s than eighty millions, including three countries re- 
cently conquered — the Punjaub, Pegu, and Oude An out 
break surprised us with no European regiments at Benarc", 
Allahabad, Cawnpore, Furruckabad, Bareilly, Fyzabad, or 
Delhi, none at Dacca, Berhampore, or Patna Calcutta 
was protected by a single wing of the 53rd, whilst fivenatno 
regiments lay fourteen miles off in a state of disaffection, 
and the Commander m-Chief was shooting in the Hill* 
Wo met the emergency by withdrawing tlirce regiments 
from Burmali — one of them belonging to Madras — and so 
perilling Pegu , by claiming two more Madras regiments, 
nnd so leaving that Government with only four European 
Corps for the protection of its widely extended line of de- 
fence by begging help from Cc} Ion w Inch not many years 
ago was itself in a 6tate of rebellion , and b} etopj mg the 
expedit on to China At tlus moment we ha\c but one 
regiment m Pegu, with no John Lawrence to serve in lieu 
of hor^c and foot, and only n coup'ic of thousand IVrrtrdi 
1 ijonets in the country of the Sikh« It is said that Lord 
Palhou*ic jn«t before In* dejarture, applied for more Luro- 
penn troop" If so, he failed to obtain them, but nexerthe 
1 earned out lus intention of annexing Oude, tho 
Cabinet at li me approving of bis jtohci, but neglecting to 

!> 3 
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gn c Him the means of sustaining it To tlie Board of Control 
and the Court of Directois we owe tHc insufficiency of the 
army, but the blame must not be laid wholly at the door of 
the Ministry To the best of their ability our military 
chiefs have made the worst of the means at their disposal 
Of the old and worn out men they make generals of divi- 
sion and brigadiers, of tlie able and adventurous, adminis- 
trators of civil aflfurs Of course th«.e are meir m the 
highest departments of the army who arc still able and 
vigorous , but of the five major-generals of the Company’s 
service m command of divisions, the youngest has been 
fifty years a commissioned officer OF four brigadiers com 
m radio" field forces, the junior lias been thirty-seven years 
in the service, and the oldest forty nine Of our most dis- 
tinguished soldiers, such men as Chamberlain, CoLe, Hodg- 
eon, and Lumsden, are allowed to grow old in minor po«ts on 
the frontier, whilst others nt> less capable of doing the state 
service are shelved in political employ Why should we be 
hard then upon General Hewitt for allowing tlie mutineers 
to escape at Meerut? Another Elplnnstone, it is happy 
for us that he was not in command at another Cabul We 
owe him and Ins incapacity to the system Had he been 
only ten years younger, lie might have been a% active as 
General Gomni, and we dare say quite as useful to the 


country 

Lord Dalhousie quitted the shores of India m October 
185G Before lie reached home, he composed a state paper, 
in which the whole of bis policy during eight years’ occupa- 
tion of the Government was reviewed and justified, and m 
the main the public were disposed at that time to adopt lus 
own estimate of the results of lus administration He had 
done some harsh things, and had stooped to petty reprisals 
upon personal cncm c^, or upon men who had dared ta exUdi't 
an unpalatable independence He was not above the sue- 
of Im.ngconn.red „t jobs fn.aur of K„ T cHt»e, 
ond dependents , but » !,cn Ins faults were nil , , 

charged ,v,.h tint Ucaty .Merest rrM. tl,c ™n H 
an cases ,„ere , a, [odea, %' c ^ 
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w as abandoned because :t would uot pay to be const mtly 
fighting with the inhabitant'* Had the latter been Ben- 
galees or Caahmemns, it is quite certain that, whatever 
opinions might be entertained at home with regard to our 
right of interference on behalf of Shah Soojah, the raajaritj of 
statesmen would hav e decided that, hating once advanced, 
we could not retreat with safety to the rest of the Queen’s 
dominions in the Hast 

Sc liule was acquired by means not more nefarious than 
those winch have given us possession of half our Indian 
Empire, but the gam was dubious at best, and the conqueror 
was unpopular at the India House So it was resolved to set 
down the province m the annual accounts at its true coramcr 
cial value, and there is no say mg what point a constant defi- 
ciency of revenue as compared with expenditure m this in- 
stance may not have given to the harangues of parliamentary 
orators, who think that the career of conquest ought to be 
put an end to Ihe Court of Directors ha\ e always deploied 
the achievement in question, as a merchant would annually 
sigh over a branch of business which he was obliged to main- 
tain at a certain los« 

If the wars which gave us Pegu and the Punjaub were 
shown, to be as unproductive as those which planted the 
British flag at Cabul and Hydrabad, it is quite certain that 
the Court of Directors would no more honour Lord Dalhotisic 
than they honoured Sir Charles Napier, and that m him 
manner the legislature would denounce Ins evident passion 
for extending the boundaries of our rule a3 strongly as they 
assailed Lord Auckland on the score of a similar policy 
Ihe sole advantage which the marquis has over the earl is in 
the superior commercial results , hut that is sufficient to 


convert aggression into beneficence, censure into glory In 
tho one case, blood has been transmuted into gold, in. the 
other, it was poured out on a barren sod, anil bore no Jianest 
saae that of una> ailing tears 

And .t is not merely that the so-anc passim, for tern- 

!°T, C Tr " M ‘ Wl,C ' 1 reported to, 

hut n inflicts B ro.s mjust.ee on the inhabitants „f „,e old 
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Presidencies It is felt to be but ngbt that the available 
Indian surplus should be Hid out in works of improvement, 
but when the distribution comes to be considered, the 
districts that contribute the mo t to the fund w ill, of course, 
put forward claims to the largest portion of outlay There 
is no part of our Eastern empire where profitable employment 
cannot be found for all the sums that Government anti 
private capitalists combined are ever likely to fumi*h so 
that on no decent pretence could the surplus taxation of the 
Punjaub be appropriated to public works in Madras Each 
part of India, then, is -vitally interested m guarding against 
attempts to saddle it with the payment of charges that ought 
to be defrayed by another portion of territory W hat 
would Middle«cx eav if it were compelled to pay, in addition 
to its own Bhare of war taxes the quota that ought to be 
contributed by Scotland ? How would our notions of equity 
be outraged, if a law were parsed winch compelled poor 
labourers in Dorsetshire to defray the costs of a rural police 
m Somersetshire 9 Yet m neither case would more in- 
justice be done than was perpetrated by Lord Dalhousie, 
for the benefit of his pet province* 

It is not requisite that w e should enter into arguments to 
show the necessity of debiting each part of the British 
dominions in the East with the co*t of the troops employed 
in it, so long as the reienue and expenditure of each 
province is kept distinct. The English public acknow- 
ledges the justice of the arrangement in the case of 
Scindc Takmg, then, the annual cost of the 40 000 troops 
stationed in the Punjaub at 531 for each European, and 28/ 
for each native soldier, an estimate which does not include 
the e’xpen«e incurred on account of the Commanders in Chief 
and the army «taff, vv e find the whole amounts to upwards 
of a million sterling 1 2Jot an item of this charge was 
allowed to appear in the accounts furnished to Parha 
ment, the whole of the bnrden being thrown on the other 
Presidencies and though the Madras Government earne«tlj 
protested from time to time against being saddled with the 
military charges of Pegu, tl c districts assigned by the 
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Nizam, the Saugor and Nerbudda territories, and the Straits 
Settlements, their remonstrances were of no avail Where- 
evcr a surplus revenue could be obtained, it w as paid, of 
course, into the Bengal treasury , where a deficit occurred, 
ns in the case of Burmah and the country of the five 
rivers, Bengal or Madras made things appear pleasant 
Mcanwlule the Sepoys of the former Presidency complained 
that they were harassed by long inarches, sent far aw ay 
over the sea m one direction, and in another, beyond the 
confines of Hindostan, ■where they must expect to live in 
perpetual conflict with tubes of men who surpassed them 
in physical power and daring A feeling compounded of 
the weariness that possessed the Greeks of Alexander when 
they arrived from the path of the setting sun on the 
banks of the Jlielum, and of the insolence of the Homan 
Praitorians, filled tlietr minds, and the far-sighted Napier 
warned the Government tint the fidelity of the Indian host 
was not to he relied on They had come to despise 
authority, and felt themselves to be objects of dread to their 
nominal masters, who anxioo«\y availed themselves of every 
‘chance pretext for enlarging their immunities, and increasing 
their store of comforts The system under winch they held 
together had grown uttcrlj unsuited to the maintenance of 
discipline , age, and not merit, constituted the only claim to 
promotion , strength of will and vigour of brain were of no 
hoc to the man who could not show gray hairs and an 
increasing stomach The guards were relieved weekly, 
and when the Bralinnn was not on sentry, he took off his 
uniform, tied a native cloth round lus loins, and took Ins easo 
like anj Sybarite Before he could cook Ins food, ho must 
undergo ablutions and saj h» prajers, and if the shadow 
of a Sudra or of a commanding officer was projected upon 
lus brass lotah or lus heap of rice, the food and the utcwul 
became accursed ■* 


The. Mu«sulman Klutrontj-ar, nho pc-fom., !,„ J,,] v 
.W.on.l.rfaro 'l.cl.nnc of ,l,c propl*,, , wll b 

f i i r’r- hrn ' t rrom ti,c u,dK " ">'«c .? i.« 

1 cen b tlol ti; tU Mn\,„mch„ , , ucc , t on , |ic 
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tabic before^ the infidel, hia master, the punka-wallah will 
fan the flies awn} from the joint of beef, the bearer will 
throw away dirty water, though each of them in doing eo 
commits an oficncc against the prejudices of caste A pros- 
pect of good pai on the one hand, and a life of hard hip on 
the other, has sufBcient weight with them to overcome 
religious scruples, and if successive Governments had been 
as firm with the Bengal Sepoy as necessity has obliged us 
to be with our domestics, we should hate heard nothing of 
grea*ed cartridges at the pre ent moment, or of the thousand 
indolent requirements of caste in times pn«t 

Tho'c who are acquainted with the inner life of the 
Brahmins know that the bonds which they would fain 
persuade Europeans are harder than adamant, and dearer 
to them than life it«elf, are in reality hut feeble strand*, 
which they break and reunite at will "VT e have tried to 
ignore the differences of nature e creating , we have made a 
law of kmdne * winch is only ob erved by ourselves, and 
petted the dark skinned mercenary to the top of his bent, 
whilst soldiers of our own kith and kin have been left to 
find a refuge for their head*, or food for their families, a^ 
they best might Aa urnal, wc have forgotten that chanty 
properly begins at home, and, as usual, have bad oar reward 
And Lord Dalliousie is to be blamed for something more 
than wilful blmdne«s to the state of the native army He 
would ill de«erre the credit which the world gives him for 
sagacity if he had not foreseen the necessity for* a large 
addition to the Enropean force , and it 13 no good defence 
/Cf his reputation to allege, as may perhaps be done, that he 
Xprged the Court of Directors and the Board of Control 
to send out reinforcements Placed a 3 he was with the 
public opinion of England and India at his back, and for *i 
long while standing out amongst the politicians of his time 
as the onlv man who could govern India, he might have 
carried out hi* policy in spite of all opposition , but hi» 
heart was m the balance sheet of his administration He 
cared more for re nits which were favourable to his per-onol 
reputation, than for strengthening the defences of the 



empiic. He passed away from the scene of his labouis, and, 
following his footsteps, we discern the shadows of the Com- 
pany’s Raj, the mastership of the Brahmin, and the phan- 
toms of want and misery which, for a century past, have 
kept in the wake of the conquerors of British India. We 
have a terrible loss to repair, a mighty vengeance to inflict; 
but when the twofold work is done, the brightest days of the 
East will follow. Let us have fair play for the energies of 
England, and the desert places of Hindostan shall fleurith 
and blossom like the rose. 
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CHAP. II. 

mu co\n NMCvr op tndu. — ^Krrcurs ov ir-vmxo *T\Ti«iirs. 
— stiwV\i.c r> vMJirrr oi U\fitm-<»s 


In an ci il hour for the country. Lord Canning was appointed 
to succeed tUc Marquis of Dalliou«ic. Such a choice could 
only have been made under the supposition that government 
in India was so purely a matter of routine, that it was not of 
the least moment who occupied the vicc-rcgal palace in 
Calcutta, and took the wages of chief ruler lie had been 
more than tw enty j cars in the House of Peers, and had 
never exhibited a sign of the capacity far empire. The iro- 
pre-uon which he left oa the minds of men who transacted 
busmens with him was that of plaintive imbecility. lie could 
never acquire experience, and lie bad no insight into character. 
One man’s opinion was ns good to him a3 that of another 
He took counsel from all, and received help from none. The 
la«t man that encountered him on his way to the council- 
chamber bad him as a prey. He was haunted with the idea 
that the secretaries were supposed really to govern India ; 
and in order to di-abuse the public mind of that belief he 
would occasionally reverse a conclusion which they had 
adopted for the best of reasons, or substitute in the wording 
of a despatch the term expedient in lieu of “ necc«sary ” 
An honest, courageous English gentleman, he only wanted 
breadth of understanding and the power of reliance. He 
would have ruled with credit to himself, but the secret of 
liow to manage widely was never diaclo'ed to him. 

The Supreme Government of India is carried on by two 
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councils, tho first of which, with the n«>»i4tatico»of the Se- 
cretaries, forms the Indian Mirmtry The Executive Council 
consists of tho Comrmmlcr -m-Chicf for the tune being, who 
tikes his sc it, when in Calcutta, ns nn extraordinary inenihcr, 
and four ordinary members , at present Mc««r« Dorm, Pea- 
cock, Grant, and General Loir Mr Dorm is Vice-Pre- 
sident, and what is familiarly termed the Indian Chancellor 
of the Exchequer 

The Legislative Council is composed of seven members, 
each Presidency lining its rcprc«cntative Mr Dorm is 
^ Vice-President, Mr D Llliot sits for Madras Mr Lc Geyt 
for Bombay, Mr Currie for Bengal, Mr Harrington for the 
North-M c<t Provinces The Chief Justice and Sir Arthur 
Bullcr arc assumed to represent the law and the genera! 
public 

The Honourable Mr Dorm bad been thirty-six years in 
India lie lnd achieved reputation as the presumed author 
of the financial measures which reflected so much discredit 
on the closing y car3 of Lord DalhouMc’s administration 
Versed in statistics and skilful in the Use of figures, he w ouhl 
always acquit himself successfully m times wheu there was a 
surplus revenue, a contented population, and a reign of 
peace So long na the qualities which made up the model 
official were sufficient to uphold his piesfigt, Mr Dorm took 
high rank , hut, like hi9 honourable masters, he Ins fallen on 
evil days The clay has come in contact with the brass, to 
the infinite damage of the former 

Of General Low it is almost sufficient to say, that he had 
heen fifty three years m the service He was known 
throughout India as a kind heat ted honourable man, ripe m 
a knowledge of the native character, and friendly to the sup- 
port of Asiatic dynasties He was opposed to the annexation 
of Nag pore, and looked w ith no Friendly eye on the absorp 
tion of Oude His heart was w ith the memories of the past, 
and his mind too feeble to sustain the anxieties of state 
policy Had Ins faculties answered to his will, a va«t * 
amount of evil would have been averted 

The Honourable Mr 3 P Grant was a cmhan of thirty 
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of Bntisti India, composed of n hundred nations, all differing 
from each other We owe it to him that the Black Acts luv c 
almost been promulgated, a calamity from which we have 
boon at lea«t temporarily relieved lij the scarcely greater 
ml of rebellion Had the plans of the Court of Directors 
been earned out, the Hindoos and Mussulmans might ha\ e 
inaugurated the revolt by tbc previous imprisonment, ac 
cording to law, of every Englishman of wealth or influence 
in the country Meanwhile Mr Peacock earned Ins salary 
by the quantity, if not by the quality, of his labours, and 
scarcely a Saturday parsed ovci, on which he did not com c 
down with a draft, winch was made law in about forty 
minutes Of the lest of his colleagues in the Legislative 
Council, it is needless to Bay anything The Queen’s 
judges seldom or never caTed to interfere against the will of 
the Government, and no one thought of holding Mews 
Cume and Lc Geyt responsible for what w> enacted 

IS ext, perhaps to the Governor Geneial, the Secretaries 
take the most important part in the work of administration 
It is their duty to rough hew the business about to be 
brought before the supreme authority , to abstract cases 
and reports hunt up whatever has been done prev lously on 
the subject, and suggest what ought to be done on the 
current occasion Such an office, of necessity, gives its 
holder great power, and where the head of the Government 
and Secretary understand the true requirements of their 
position and have no desire to go beyond it, the aid of the 
latter is almost invaluable The task of all others the most 
irksome and wearying is that of searching for acts and pre- 
cedents , whence it follows, that if the secretary can instil a 
feeling of reliance upon Ins industry, impartiality, and judg- 
ment, he is enabled to influence most of the acts of Govern- 
ment Under an idle viceroy he os all powerful , under a 
foohdi one, who has not the capacity to understand the 
affairs submitted for his decision, he may be unreasonably 
snubbed, md unwisely medlled with bit in tbc mam be 
will hive Ins own way It is of modi importance then to 
the interests of British India, that the persons tvlio 811 those 
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respectable^ po ts should be men of good capacity and 
enlarged cxpenence 

The secretanes of the Indian Government arc Mr Cecil 
Beadon, Home Department, Mr G V Edmon tone, Foreign, 
and Col R J H Birch, C B , secretary in the Military 
Dcpaitment The tuo fiist named were intellectual and 
painstaking, supposed to he always capable of giving good 
advice, and we should hope equally disposed to offer it They 
had an intimate acquaintance with the machinery of admi- 
nistration, and as worl ers up of the raw material of govern 
ment could hardly be superseded with advantage to the 
state How far they arc responsible for the present state of 
affairs is a matter tint wc need not inquire into, seeing that 
the onus, if any, is cheerfully taken by their supcnor* No 
such thing as lcsignation is cvei contemplated b) an Indian 
placeman when balked in the attempt to cany out his views 
He has no public to appeal to who will do justice betw cen 
him and his opponents He is a part of the machinery, 
which, if worn out or broken, can at once be replaced, and 
when thrown a«ide ib forgotten by all men The fact of no 
responsibility serves the civilian m Leu of a conscience He 
advances no interest, public or private, by refusing to execute 
an order of winch he disapproves, or renouncing the service 
when the policy of his masters offends his moral scn e e In 
our dajs Sir Charles Napier afforded the only instance of a 
voluntary surrender of rank and dignity m obedience to the 
promptings of insulted feeling, and lie \\ as a Queen’s officer, 
said to be avaricious, and 1 noun to have an inordinate fond- 
ue’s for pow er It Ins been thought a matter of wonder- 
ment that Indian politicians who !mc acquired the widest 
reputation in that country, fail without a single exception 
on the theatre of home politics, but does not the fact of 
their moral subjugation furnish a key to the mystery ’ 

There is but little to remark on the subject of Col Birch 
The i ublic which extols the ability of Mc««r* Beadon anti 
*1 dmonstonc have no unjust predilection 1 ’, and their aerdict 
mud be taken as impartial in both instance* 

In a lottery there are sometimes two chance*, one for 
c 
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the highest ami one for the lowest throw , and in the 
struggle for high office and consideration, the Military Secre- 
tary Inti made a cast below which it was impo«3iblo to score. 
But he held on to his salary of more than 4000/ per annum, 
with a tenacity of purpose that indicated considerable 
strength of character Of the Bengal army as >t existed, he 
knew nothing lie was barely conscious of the fact of the 
rebellion, and utterly ignorant of the causes that led to it, 
but his ta«k is ended, and ho has had his wages The 
Indian army lias abolished itself, and Col Bitch will eoon 
have to follow its example 

The Honourable Mr IlalUday was Lieut -Governor of 
Bengal Mr IlnUiday was a man who had a right to con- 
eider himself aggrieved if nny class of politicians spoke ill of 
him He was in the habit of denouncing with great force 
abuses which, by some fatality, never grew less under his 
immediate rule The Indian reformer quoted his evidence, 
and the old civilian cited Jus practice Ills theories sug- 
gested freedom, and lus poitcy upheld tyranny lie had 
written against “ boy magistrates,’ and against the fearful 
iniquities perpetrated by the police , but uo youthful member 
of the civil service lacks employment in Bengal, no darogah, 
or chief constable, cares more, m consequence, for the liberty 
of the subject In July last, Mr Holliday announced to 
the deputy magistrate of Seramporc, an Armenian gentle- 
man who was content to do* at half-price the work of a 
covenanted officer, that he should remove him from that 
station in consequence of proved unfitness There had been 
a holy fair at Seramporc, at winch 80,000 pilgrims were 
present. It commenced on the anniversary of Plassey, and 
lasted for a week The disarmed regiments at Barrackpore, 
on the opposite bank of the river, were m a highly excited 
state, and two qt three men had been put to death for 
urging them to mutiny A general rising was expected, 
and at the earnest request of the inhabitants, the deputy- 
magistrate wrote to the brigadier at Barmckjore for the 
aid of a few Europeans whilst the fair lasted, whereas he 
should have applied in the first instance to the magistrate. 
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TITE DEPUTY AT WITS’ END 

who lived at Hooghly The magistrate Would have written 
to the commissioner of the division, the commissioner of the 
division would have forwarded the request to the brigadier, 
the brigadier in due course would address the general com- 
manding at Barrackpore, who would write to the military 
secretary, who, if he took the responsibility upon lumself, 
would tell the general to order the brigadier to instruct the 
commanding officer of a certain regiment to send a detach- 
ment across the rner, at the same time taking care that tlic 
comnmsioncr, the magistrate, and the deputy, all had the 
opportunity of corresponding again with each other on the 
subject AVhcn the humbled official meekly remarked that 
before all the above formalities were gone through every 
European might be murdered, Mr Hnlliday replied, “Well! 
and what 13 that to you ? ” to which the deputy was obliged 
of course to say, “Oh, nothing, sir,’ at the same tune backing 
out of the Presence 

Mr HnlUday had a strong dislike to the prc a s, his anti- 
pathy being as reasonable as that of a child who hates the 
fire because it lias had the misfortune to burn its fingers 
lie was foolish enough to enter into a public controversy 
with the pnaatc secretary of Lord Dalhousic, who was un- 
accountably permitted by that nobleman to impugn the 
veracity of the Lieut Goicmor Mr Halhday was one of 
the chief promoters of the act winch gagged tho Indian 
journals, ami took care to make use of tlic power with which 
tho law invested him At the date of the revolt lie was not 
popular a ltli anj class of tho Anglo-Indian community, the 
members of his ow n service not excluded 

The Goa emor of Madras was the son of tlic man who took 
Scrnlgaj atam Lord Harris was pohdied, benevolent, and 
replete with a melancholy grace of person and demeanour, 
the kind of nobleman that a respectable solicitor likes to have 
•always on hand, for taking the chair at public meetings, and 
reflecting credit on joint-^tock enterprise 0 He rather loacd 
nil mankind than otherwise but if lie had a dislike, it was to 
Roman Catholics, and peoj le who made a noi J c about thing® 
^Nature had giacn him a liberal disposition, Christianity hail 
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made lnm a socialist, circumstnnccs lnd comcTiQd him into 
a warm supporter of burcaucmcj lie lo\cd sincerity, and 
was always to be influenced by the counsels of conscientious 
persons Ko trouble was too great which promised to nflord 
relief to oppresscdmultitudcs, no odnnn was too formidable 
to be encountered m the discharge of duty He originated 
the famous Torturo comnu , '«ion, and wrote a long minute 
against the liberty cj the prcs« lie was opposed to tltc 
pm ate ownership of land in Madras, and set on foot a sur- 
vey of the soil, which wilt he completed m about thirty -six 
jears, if nothing occurs to interrupt the work His politics 
in August last were auli Mahometan, but liable, of course, 
to modification 

Lord Elplunstonc, who, about twenty jears since, was 
Governor of Madras, was the Governor of Bomlyaj at the 
time of the rev olt h lulst at the former Presidency Ins hos- 
pitality and love of gaiety were remarkable , but if he hid 
any chance of distinguishing himself at Bombay, it was suf- 
fered to pass unimproved r 

The iiortli "West Provinces were under the rule of 
Lieut -Go\ernor the lion J It Cotun, a distinguished 
member of the etui service Mr Colvin commenced Ins 
public life as the private secretary of Lord Auckland, was 
afterwards commissioner of the Tenossenm provinces and 
Sudder Judge, being promoted from the latter post to Ins 
present appointment He was not foTtunatc in lus mode of 
dealing with the mutiny, and died on the 9th day of Sep- 
tember last 

It was with such tools, good and bad, that the Government 
of India had to be earned on from January 1S57, until 
such time as the good genius of England should decree 
otherwise 
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CHAP III 

COMPOSITION or Tnc INDIAN ARMIES — CVSTL PREJUDICES OF THE 
llRAIIMIX CAUSES Or THE TETOLT COXDITIOV Or OtfDE 

Tnc military force in India comprises four distinct armies, 
made up of the Queen’s Regiments and the separate armies 
of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay The services of the 
Bengal Troops are rarely required beyond the limits of their 
own Presidency , but it has occasionally happened that 
special emergency has demanded their aid, -which, has never 
been accorded w ithout much dis«atisfaction, and in some in- 
stances the outbreak of mutiny (The sea,— Kalapawnee, or 
blackwatcr, — is an object of special dread to them, involving 
damage to their caste and impairing their efficiency as 
’ soldiers, since their religion will not allow them to cook 
food on board ship, but compels them to In c on dry puhe, 
sugar, and stagnant water According to the strict rule of 
their faith, no Brahmin can be a soldier, sinco the law forbids 
them to take life , hut they overlook this -vital principle for 
the sake of pay and profit Tho cow is a sacred animal in 
their estimation, hut they consent to wear shoes made of 
leather rather than march barefoot, and have no objection to 
relr< the observance of any article of devout profession, 
whenev er it stands in the w ay of repose or rupee* Tail and 
handsomel) made, with a love of idlcnc«s and display which 
makes up in no slight degree the character of a model 
soldier, the) arc to outward appearance the bean ideal of a 
warrior race The rules of the service provide that only a 
limited number of Brahmm«, out of the thousand men com- 
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posing the regiment, tli&U be entertained , but ,it seldom 
happens that lc*a than two thirds nre rcnllj home on the 
muster roll, their custom being to enrol themselves ns 
Rajpoots or CheUrjn*, Vflncb the.} nnj tlo with impumi), 
the Brahmin being permitted to ‘tike up ami laydown lus 
caste nt pleasure here the} nro realty religions, thur 
conscientious scruples interfere) v. itli the performance of halt 
the duties which a soldier should perform , and where other- 
wise, their idleness and in«olcnco make them even worst 
* servants of the state Tlicy rou*t Use and nice 4 bj them 
eclscs, no man of any inferior cn«te being allowed to conic 
within a certain distance of thur cooking places lc*t the 
wind eh >utd sweep the taint of ]u» pollution across the food 
intended to nourish the stomachs of the twice horn Tho 
strength of discipline ia maternity impaired bj the reverence 
which the chief native commissioned ofbeer entertains for 
the rawest recruit who may happen to bo a member of iho 
pnestly clns* The feeling in this respect is exactly analo- 
gous to that which most London tradesmen w onlil entertain 
with regard to the sou of a nobleman, whom poverty or eccen- 
tricity might compel to serve behind the counter Whilst 
regiments belonging to the other Presidencies will cheer- 
fully take spade and pickaxe, nnd work when occasion calls 
foT their services, the Bengal Brahmin would rather submit 
to any inconvenience than contaminate Jus hands with the 
marks of lal our He is never more, but often le«s, than a 
fighting mau, who has been pampered till, as was natural to 
an Asiatic under such circumstances, lie lapsed into rebel 
lion Happily, he has now abolished himself, nnd bis family 
traditions of paj and pension, enjoyed from father to eon 
for generations, are brought to a clo*c 

The nominal proportion of the various castes as borne on 
the books of the 34th Regiment, N I , may be taken as a 
fair index to the composition of the whole Bengal army, it 
being always understood of men entered as Rajpoots and 
Chettryas, that numbers belong in reality to the superior 
cla«a The roll on the occasion of the disbandment stood as 
follows — 
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Drahm 3 33j 

Chcttrj is , 237 

Lower C ste Hindoos 231 

ClnMians 12 

Mussulmans 200 

Sikhs 74 

Total 1030 


Tho orders of Government provide for the enlistment of 
200 Sikhs in cv cry regiment, and had the instruction always 
been complied with, it might have fared better with the 
army at large The Sil h is a born soldier, caring nothing 
whatever for caste, save in the instance of a veneration for 
tho cow, and anxious above all things to uphold his reputa 
tion as a genuine fighter In tho field he is a match for 
any two or more Hindoos, and prides him=clf upon his near 
resemblance to the European, vvlio*o prowess be regards 
with dread and admiration He mc3«cs with the rest of lus 
comrades, cooks with them at a common fireplace, eats pork 
and drinks rum like an Anglo Saxon, and will handle with 
equal relish the musl et and the pioneer’s axe but then he 
is independent, and lacks the cringing spirit winch too many 
• of our countrymen are fond of He refuses to cut his beard, 
and does not lool 6eemly in the ranks amongst the neat, 
smooth shaved Brahmins, and so he has got to be disliked 
by adjutants and commanding officers, snubbed when offer- 
ing himself for service, and looked down upon if entertained, 
instead of being cared for and led to identify himself with 
the feelings and interests of the dominant race Then his 
sect is dying out in the Punjaub, and the spirit of the Khal«a 
no longer lives in the sons of the men who shook our power 
at Perozeshali and MoodI ee, and needed but the aid of 
honest men as leaders to come to death grips with us in 
the rice-fields of Bengal. With but one partial exception, 
they have stood true to us throughout the present troubles 
when embodied in separate corps, but have been too weak 
to withstand the united influence of Bralirom and Muesul 
man They despise the Hindoo and hate the Mussulman, 

c 4 
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where* cr bo can obtain fire ami v ntcr Tho hapd^omo bigb- 
caste Brahmin lords it over him ni naturally iw a member 
of the peerage dominates over a hhcfhcld radical, and be 
n\ enges limvclf much after tbc Yorkshire fashion, by vaunt- 
ing bia moro useful gift" He can walk further, shoot 
Btmightcr, and fight better, according to Madras tradition*, 
nml we are not sure that tbc boast is ill-found eiL “lUo 
will follow a damned black fellow? ” was tbc exclamation of 
a. little Madras sepoy, as be dashed into tbc open m tbc face 
of n, wit her mg fire The implied ecn^o of degradation and 
CQn5Ciou9nc°9 of bravery rrero timed in, perhap, by tbc 
great majority of bis comrades * 

2s early a third of tbc Bombay army is made up of Poorbeah 
Brahmins from one to two hundred men in each regiment 
nro Mu«3ulroans, and tho remainder is composed of low caste 
Hindoos with a sprinkling of Jews Hie high caste Sepoys 
arc of course as factiously di«po«cd as their brethren m 
Bengal, and it is moro than probable tint, but for tbc occur- 
rence of tbc wnr with Persia, which drew away eo large a 
portion of the western army, and their subsequent employ- 
ment in small detachments scattered over the wbolo of tl e 
Presidency, they would lnvo followed m a great measure the 
example of Bengal He would bo a bold man. who would 
'venture to risk much that be eared to lose on tho fidelity at 
this moment of any portion of the Sepoy army 

PorSepoys, as well as for English soldiers, discipline must 
always have a certain force, and before habits of obedience 
however slight could be broken, and advantages dearly 
prized be put to hazard, a powerful influence must have 
long been at work The sense of individual wrong, the 
hope of individual gain, or a feeling of sympathy for the 
victims of oppression, may in any part of Europe turn the 
soldier into a rebel , but we may put tbc latter motive wholly 
aside where the Bengal Sepoys are concerned Tbe«e men 
ever have been, and will continue to be, the willing tools of 
power, no mattei how it was acquired, or m what way it was 
exercised They have no regard for deposed Baiahs, no 
pity for tortured ryots The word patriotism has no place 
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the hurt with them; I hiae fought with fhw ( 
them, respected them, cared for llrni. treated them with 
hindne** and consideration always, attended to all their 
wants, rcdrc»*cd ns fir m lay in toy i>owcr their grievances i 
nnrt yet these men hare been hatching treason ngain»t the 
State for months — perhaps years. While coming i<* ,uc 
nnrt in daily intercourse with me, they bate been treacher- 
ously plotting again*! my life, mul with the foulest nnrt 
blackc't Ingratitude 1 ever heard nr read of, the) rent 
me nwny with such n shower of bullet* over my heart ns I 
never had before except nt Chilhanwalla; nnrt not content 
with this they burnt my house to the ground, nnrt lease me 
nml my family beggars." 

AVc Ime not space to dwell upon tho interior economy of 
the Sepoy ranks in Bengal, hut crowds of instances might be 
cited in proof of the laxity of military rule which prevailed 
amongst them ; nnrt, to show tho little account that was marto 
latterly of commanding officers, we need onl) cite the minute 
of Lord Canning on tho subject of the Diiirional Order 
, bsued by Major General Hcarsey, on the 5th of April In«t, 
announcing live promotion to the rank of havildar of Sepoy 
Shaik Phuttoo, of the 31th 7L 3., who, to use tho words of 
Government, “ gallautly defended his officer against the mur- 
derous attach of the mutineer Mungul Fond).” Ilia lord- 
ship goes on to remark, “ It is not in the power of the Major- 
General commanding tho dn ision to make this promotion, 
which can proceed only from tho Government of India, nnd 
therefore should not lme appeared in a Li visional Order 
without the sanction of the Government.” The officer thus 
reprimanded Ins attained all hut the highest rank in the ser- 
vice, which ho entered before Lord Canning w as bom ; nnd 
his offence was that he hart derated to the rank of sergeant 
* vaWk wtesetoA m tW, fuat die bait lundcrcrt 

individual murder, and perhaps stayed for a season the 
mutiny of a regiment iYe are also cognisant of a ca«e, 
wherein the commandant of an irregular corns tried for ft 
whole twelvemonth to get a man, who had saved his lifo in 
action, promoted to the rank of muck or corporal, and was 
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obliged to gi\»e up the attempt in the end The officer in 
command of a corps cannot advance a Sepoy to the lowest 
grade of promotion, or sentence a non-commissioned officer 
to an hom’d drill He 13 only like the private, a portion of 
the military machine, and not its motrv e power He cannot 
mark I 113 di likes or ‘show his sense of merit One man is 
made the same to him as another, and it is scarcely to be 
wondered at that in the day of trial he was found to have 
inspired but little respect, and to have no influence The 
Asiatic never rates a man as above the rank accorded to him 
by their common superior* 

Of the officcra of the Indian army in all the Presidencies 
a full moiety are ab*ent from their regiments There is one 
Bengal corps without a single captain, and six that ha\c hut 
one each The battalion of artillery commanded by the late 
Sir Ilcnry Lawrence only musters three officero for duty, 
two of whom arc lieutenants Two hundred and forty-one 
officcra at the head of the Bengal list aa erage forty years* 
service each , two hundred and forty-two nt the bottom count 
but nineteen months and have been with their regiments less 
than a year each Of the absentees two hundred and twelve 
are in civil or political employ 

It 13 a dcfcctne sjsicm which leaves nn average of only 
twelic officcra pre ent with their regiments out of a 
nominal complement of twenty-six, and which makes the 
corps a penal settlement, but it is not without its advantages, 
anil Ins certainly had no share jn causing the mutinies 
There are verj few men who di-qilaj nt an early age the 
ability that is found to be so valuable m the Post, and 
henee it is of much importance to Ime n wide field from 
which to select the men that arc required for the various 
posts unsmted to the habits or the expectations of the civil 
sen ice A military or medical man is only too haj py if, 
at t! c cn 1 of ten years* service, he caw draw 800 rupees 
inonthh, when the cmlian will decline an appointment 
below 1500 or 2000 Lien office in Pegu is ndminis- 
tcrcl 1‘J military men, aid their law is not much wor-c 
than that of the ordinary judicial department If sitting 
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ou the bench were like Bitting in the saddle,, and the ad- 
ministration of justice were a kind of fighting, we should 
petliapa hear of the distinction between regular and irre- 
gular judges, the real difference being a matter of uniform 
So far as the junior officers are concerned, wo can recognise 
no benefit to discipline from their performance of regi- 
mental duties They can alter nothing and influence 
nothing They dare not enter a Sepoy’s hut or even walk 
down the lines at his feeding time "What little authority 
was permitted by army head quarters the commanding 
officer naturally engrossed, and the subaltern found himself 
in all respects a a cntablo cipher And beyond the range 
of regimental duty, what sympathy could there possibly be 
between himself and the native Boldier, whether Sepoy or 
Bubadar? The latter had n»cn from the ranks, and, if a 
Brahmin, was m five cases out of six unable to read his own 
sacred books A quarter of a century back a state of things 
somewhat different prevailed There might have been seen at 
that time, in the officers’ quarters, a nati\e female occupying 
the position of mistress of the household , the future Clive 
sitting ou the floor in the loosest of garments, eating pillau 
. with his fingers , Sepoys coming to and fro with gifts of 
sweetmeats to their little nephews and nieces, or bearing 
nuzznrs and petitions to the K Bebee sahib ” for pardon or 
promotion Under such circumstances there could have 
been no conspiracy hatched of which the European would 
be ignorant He had identified himself with native in- 
terests, albeit of the baser eort, and was a brother m feeling, 
if not m features But should we Bjgh for a return of the 
days, which a few old Indians still mourn? Should we 
exchange the task of lamng -the Hindoo to the European, 
for the easier one of lowering ourselves to the Asiatic level? 
Happily, the growth of Christian feeling has left no alter- 
native m the matter The officer must continue to comport 
himself as a gentleman, even at the cost of allowing the Sepoy 
to forget that he is a soldier 

Wo have a change to propose with regard to the present 
mode of officering the army and mahmg staff appointments. 
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but must for # the present pass, on to the consideration of the 
greased cartridge question (_In spite of all that has hap- 
pened of late years to make a state of disaffection chronic on 
the part of the Bengal Sepoys, in spite of the general en- 
listment order - and the annexation of Oude, we are firmly 
of opinion that the rebellion would never have occurred, but 
for the introduction of a grievance which united all classes 
in a bond of deadly and needful enmity towards There 
was but one subject which concerned oil ranks and embraced 
all interests, and the men to whom the destinies of India 
were intrusted made the wor*t of it It is scarcely credible 
that the Directors of the East India Company should have 
deliberately sanctioned a measure which was as certain to 
cause rebellion as the i«suc of a decree of extermination A 
child playing with gunpowder is a sight of terror only , but 
here were the rulers of a mighty empire carefully carrying 
the torch to the magazine with no purpose of causing 
explosion) 

The Enfield rifle was not introduced into the Indian army 
until a recent period, but m November 1853, we are told 
by Colonel Birch, the present Military Secretary to tbe 
Indian Government, that the Court of Directors sent out to 
India, at the request of the Board of Ordnance, a supply of 
greased cartridges, which they desired to submit to the te*t 
of climate “ The cartridges were greased in England in 
four way*, w ith common grease, laboratory grea°e, Belgian 
grease, and Hoffinan’s grease, and m each there was a 
mixture of creosote and tobacco ” Tbe cartridge 11 , placed m 
waggons, in magazines, and the soldiers’ pouches, were 
under trial in Cawnporc, Rangoon, and Calcutta, until 
.Tunc 1854, when, it is stated, they u ere sent back to Eng- 
land, and reported upon The Adjutant-General, Colonel 
Tucker, addressed the Military Secretary on the subject, 
pointing out the mischief that wonld ensue if tbe Sepoys 
took it into their heads that they would Imc to Iiandlc 
substances the touch of winch was defilement , hut no heed 
was given to his representation* It was nobody’s official 
busmens to take notice of such matter* When the wind 



32 Tiir origin or tnr high oi ti ri oi 


^asu^l'? 0 e ' y cIouJ,CS3 ’ " I,y ^ «*"“ 

m®?,””, 01 ' I '' lmS ,! m ' c tccn by tlio Indian Gotern- 
«,e m L lT 1 connection ,„tl, missionary efforts, tint 

n ctloi’T f Hindoos could Inrdly 

suspect them of even a leaning ton imls Christianity Pictv 

ronTlnoir r ° 1,Uhr ' V ' lh Court of So.^ho 
Ims ” tr * J rC ' llc f '"“ns, stent body of rulers, but it 
LubTad ’ 0, r S WC " Cd " nt Sepoys Into been 

t “"J ‘ "“ r ” " l’ olll, cul not., o of tost 

b B e ; ir J s2 ,t 

made use of m Eurnnp dif 10 ! 13 Un * es3 ^ ie Sepojs could be 
the previous a^nTT?' ^ latter 1C,ult involving of course 
tie outbreal at , The Peral ™ war ind 

that Sepoy md was indrenil^M tIle P revailm S impression 
must starve or eat forbidden? t* ^ I 1 ocalltie3 wJj ere they 
furnished with this powerful rp °° d ’ ^ Governme nt being 
subtle Asiatic intellect disenv °i* ^ Was not * on g before the 

“cret, ““3 ‘o <=a,ry it £ every Lt'V 'f S ' nc «y 

Mussulmans. Lvcry man must b.lo , t befc,”'’]^ r »‘ for 



CHAP 


4. GEE VT ADMINISTfATITE BE UN DEE 


33 


once bis bps bid touched the piper, bis honour was gone for 
ever, and he was the bond slave of Government, degraded in 
this life and ruined m the next The ignorant masses were 
frantic with rage and fear, and there were not wanting 
men willing and able to turn their madness to the account of 
w ortbless princes The=e latter took counsel together, and 
summing up the chances of mutiny, found the Bengal Sepoy 
master of the situation 

Ut is more than probable that under a commander-in chief 
who knew his duty and took care to perform it, the signs of 
discontent would have been confined to a small area. The 
Sepoys would have allowed tbe*explanations of Goa emment 
their due weight, and m time have owned the folly of their 
suspicions , but matters of late had come to such a pas’, tbit 
it was the fact of mutiny, and not the pretext for it, tbit 
they cared about They had become so insubordinate that 
outbreak was inevitable , only w hat would have been a slight 
cmeute under Sir Charles Napier’s regime , 1o be repressed on 
the spot with merciless vigour, became under Sir George 
Anson a military rcbclbon of such dimensions as to threaten 
the safety of our Eastern empire / 

Naturalists have a story of a horse who once overcame a 
lion in single combat, and cicr afterwards was untamcablc. 
Xmckily for equestrians the fact is unknown to koras m 
general, but otherwise we might hear of a great many suc- 
cessful mutinies on the part of those useful quadruped 
"When the 38th Regiment refused to embark for Burxnah, 
and escaped without punishment, the hor»e overcame the 
lion, and the lc«on has not been forgotten Government in 
that case committed the fatal error of omitting to enforce 
obedience to its mandate*, on the ground that the order 
ought not to have been i«sucd The Sepoj , allow cd to clioo«c 
for him»clf as to what portion of the commands of Ins supe- 
rior elinll be obeyed, is naturally led one day to take a step 
in advance and refuse to own any mastership whatever A 
Government can commit no breach of fulh to its soldiers so 
mischievous as that which it commits to the public when it 
allows a command to be disregarded Had the order to the 
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38 th to go to Burra ah never been issued, or never disobeyed, 
it is not likely that at this moment their lives would be for- 


feited to justice 

A narrative of the introduction of the greased cartridges 
would occupy too much space in thc«e pages They were 
greased with a composition made of five parts tallow and five 
parts wax and steanne, and were sent out la°t year with the 
Enfield rifles by the Court of Directors It is believed that 
none of them got into the hands of the Sepoys at the various 
schools of instruction , but it happened that the cartridges 
prepared xtt India for the new Tifle were made of paper 
greased also at the ends, ithd having a Bhmy appearance, 
which was supposed to he produced by the use of grease m 
its composition , and, to quote the words of the Inspector- 
General of Ordnance, "no extraordinary care appears to 
have been taken to ensure the absence of any objectionable 
fat ’ "Whether the rumour was invented for political objects, 
or was merely one of the thousand bazaar reports that owe 
their ongm to the mere love of lying, it is impossible to say , 
but it got abroad that it was by the aid of the new car- 
tridge that the Government designed to make Christians of 
the native army The news spread like wildfire over the 
face of the land On the 23rd of January the first report 
on the subject was made to Government, and in little more 
than a month afterwards the 19 th Regiment had* mutinied, 
and the Bengal army was converted into a rabble 


Detach credibility from a he in England, and, however 
huge Us proportions, it is as harmless as a snake deprived 
of its fangs But in India, if you draw the teeth, the virus 
often remains, and is active and venomous as ever The 
Asiatic considers words as mere breath If a thin" is 
worth having, it is worth lying for If deceit is the only 
coinage m which your biddings will be taken or if it 
,, flic cheaper currency, why make your pajm^ntc m ,t 
by all 'means, and swear if need be in 
of the metal G.ven a deatre o„ the par of®, TT 71 
government to destroy caste, and it * the English 

would set about the wav tn r . certain that they 

of the I'crin'dicp tn ^ gratify it. It was habit 
1 ennghee comp-,,, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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method being most facile to him; but if the “ Zubberdustee ” 
mode wa3 either impossible or impolitic, surely he would not 
hesitate to employ fraud rather than let the design fail? 
The Government would of course repudiate any such inten- 
tion, else how could they carry out the scheme? The more 
they were distrusted, the more anxious they would naturally 
be to do away with unfavourable impressions. 'They would 
make speeches, get boohs written, despatch circulars and 
proclamations, and try by every artifice to lull the nation 
into a sense of security. It was only by such a line of pro- 
ceeding that the great object could be gained, and the 
English were not accustomed to fail. the protestations 
and assurances, then, of the Governor-General and his chief 
officers concerning the cartridges went for nothing. The 
question presented for Asiatic consideration was eimply as 
follows: TTos there ft plot to maho all the Sepoys break 
caste unconsciously ? and the query being answered in tbS 
affirmative, the disclaimers were not worth a moment’s notice./ 
The thousand men cent adrift at Barrack pore, had at least 
on an average five persons dependent upon each of them for 
the means of existence. Wliat did they think of them- 
selves, nnd a hat was thought of them by their relatives? 
"Were they fools or mart) rs? had they flung away their birth- 
right, receiving no mess of pottage? or were they the 
champions of the gods on whose side the deities might be 
expected to fight in tho day of battle? The answer is 
easily divined. They called tlicm«clvcs the victims of prin- 
ciple, and spread everywhere the story of their sufferings 
for con«cicncc’ sake. Their wives and fathers in the villagcj 
of Ottde were content to forego their share of pay and 
pension, when the Sepoy liad been obliged to choo*c l>c- 
tween rebellion and apoMacy. The disbanded men told 
how ottn, in which hone dust was mixed, had been served 
out by Government as rations, and how magistrate*, under 
threats of the lash and gibbet, had compelled prisoner* 
in rnanv of the jails to cat pork nnd cow’s fle»h. In several 
stations ottn was refused b) the troop*, and they encouraged 
each other to stand firm if Government, as was intended. 


n a 
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should persist in the attack upon their religion Eiery- 
whero the fuel ivas gathered into heaps, and the torch was 
at hand to light up the conflagration 

And if the mutiny of the 19 th was defended as a religions 
act, it was equally clear that, as a military offence, the 
Government held it in such light estimation that honest 
Hindoos ne*d not care for the consequences of revolt. They 
might hold wliat erroneous opinions they pleased with regard 
to the designs of superior authority , but they knew as well 
as the more enlightened Englishman that the crime of re- 
fusing to lute a cartridge was as great as that of a disobe- 
dience of orders to storm a fortress The course of the 
Government was as clear oa their own The issue to be 
decided was one of life or death, and it had gone against 
tlic Sepoy Government had won the game and demanded 
the stake* A slight incident will show wliat the losers 
must hate thought of the wisdom of their antagonists 

Tidings of the Bcrhamporc outbreak and its consequences 
had travelled all over India in the month of April, and 
reached amongst other places a remote corner of Oudc, 
where two outlying companies of irregular infantry were 
stationed, under the command of a young and popultr 
officer It was Ins duty to read out the general order of 
disbandment to the men of his detachment, but when ho 


came to the passage where the sentence was proniulgitcd, 
thej hurst out into a universal shout of « Wall, wah, 13 that 
all’ -VVliy ,C WO 1 ad JMllmied m llic Nnwalj’s eon ice, wc 
alinulu have been bloan from gnu-, or lmd our beads cut off 
and stuck up over tile city » I„ even.n s the subadar 
eatnc to the quarters of tlic commanding ofheer mul said, 
“ Is it really true, faliib, Hint the lstb have been laid up 
and sent array rntliout Imimlimcnt ’ " Tho reply W as oV 
course m tic athsnialirc un which l,e ro-e and tool lca,c, 
ut not before assurm- the lieutenant that the result uoul 
le disastrous to the Ilntisl, rule r , '• , ! 

some furtl or talk mil, 1 , M subordinate anil 1 r I "' 

Idle sat dour n „nl urote a Ictus ,o C la F\" S 
“ which be predicted that rv.tlu,, two nio^™ "ha”. 
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date there .would be mutiny from Calcutta to Peslnw ur 
All tint be bad to guide lum in coming to such a conclusion 
was an appreciation of native character, a 1 nowlcdge of 
general disaffection throughout the army, and the example 
of an act of deplorable weakness on the part of the ex- 
ecutive m dealing with the £r«t experiment of revolt. Pity 
that the subaltern in Oude and the councillor m Govern- 
ment lion e had not previously changed places 

Neglect nnd incapacity have produced their unwholesome 
fruit in every portion of our Indian empire, but in no 
quarter was the example of supinencss more glaring than in 
that of the newly acquired province of Oude The quarrel 
between the deposed monarch and the East India Company, 
partakes of the nature of all other strife, neithei side is 
wholly right or wholly wrong , but it requires more study of 
the subject than politicians generally care to give to such cases 
to enable a member of the Queen’s Government or of Parlia- 
ment to find out how the scale of justice incline** If a man 
cares for the strict interpretation of treaties, for the separa- 
tion of motnes pecuniary and patriotic, if he looks upon a 
solemn agreement to uphold a throne ns an undertaking to 
be carried out at any time, without reference to the happiness 
of subject ma.«es, he is bound to pronounce against the de 
thronement of the 1 ing of Oude And if the rigid moralist 
would have paused before deposing him on the sole ground 
that he governed his people unwisely, the statesman would 
have hesitated for politic reasons It is well known that 
the profession of arms is subject to the same unchanging 
rales that govern all other 1 mds of employment m India, 
wherever circumstances do not interfere with its operation 
In addition to the 40,000 men with which the province 
furnished our army, the king’s forces, at the time the 
country was annexed, amounted to 60,000, and the troops 
employed by the nobility and zemindars were quite as 
numerous. To these men the musket and bayonet were 
heir looms, the service was their natural inheritance They 
counted themselves the aristocracy of the land, the actual 
lords of the soil The country was m a chronic state of 
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warfare, the taxgathcrcr w as always a Sepoy, the landlord a 
feudal clueftain, who paid taxes only when forced to do bo 
by the employment of superior physical force, and the 
peasant waB always a partisan ami dove The country had 
been for generations the paradise of adventurers, the Al- 
eatia of India, the nursing place and sanctuary of scoun- 
dicli«m, such as is without a parallel on earth “When the 
fiat of Lord Dalhousie went forth, there were left standing 
in the country 24G forts, mounting 436 guns, and having 
8000 gunners to work them We took into our service 
about 12,000 of the regular forces and 500 artillery men , 
and the rest, with arms vx their hands, were sent adaft to 
seek their fortune Surveyors were sent throughout the 
length and breadth of the land, new laws were introduced, 
and a new scale of taxation laid down, and then, having 
sold off the horses and elephants, dismissed the dancing 
girls, and put all tho king’s foppery up to publio auction, 
we left part of a solitary European regiment and two com- 
panies of artillery to keep a country so tenanted in good 
order It was supposed that British rule would yield an in- 
stantaneous crop of blessmga, which all men could behold, 
and which they were sure to be thankful for 

And if the happiness of the masses was the object alone 
to be secured, such a belief would not have been without 
foundation Men who have traversed Oude from one end 
to the other since the Company’s Raj has been established. 


anil whose teetimony may be relied on, agree in stating that 
everywhere the peasants were delighted with the change , 
and they had a right to express such opinions, for under the 
native dynasty tlieir lot was one of unmitigated wretched- 
ness The exact measure of profit sufficient to enable them 
to carry on cultivation had long been ascertained by the 
Zemindars The sum total of their worldly wealth was 
kncrnnto fte ^la. oF i pee, nod beyond „ hat TO9 need _ 
ful to enable them to t,ll the rod and keep body and soul 
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and stood daily face to face with starvation The man who 
po^e^sed the smallest superflaity looked upon hia neighbours 
as being in consequence his natural enemies 

When the Company’s Sepoy came home on furlough, he 
shut up his hou«e at night , unwound from the folds of his 
cloth the ornaments of “liver or gold which he had managed 
to purchase during Ins absence, and placing them on his 
wife contemplated his treasures with stealthy rapture , but 
he took care that the “iglit should never be witne^ed by 
others, and on the morning of his departure, the valuables 
were hidden in the ground, to he brought forth again only on 
the occasion of his next visit An example of the style m 
which revenue was wont to be collected m Oude is to be 
found in the following narrative furnished to the pre ent 
writer by a native correspondent of the Delhi Gazette in 
1850 The comments that follow appeared at the °arae time, 
and are worth reprinting as a sample of opinions entertained 
by an English editor on the subject of Oude, long before 
Lord Dalhousio contemplated annexation — 

** * The collection of tbe revenue of the districts of Daowray- 
rail and of Ee«anuggcr, situated m the northern portion of 
Oude, was, from the commencement of the present Fiish year, 
made over by the Isazim of the Khyrabad Elaka (in which are 
to be found both the districts abovementioned) to the care of 
Lieutenant P„Orr The Rajah of Eesanugger had, for 
some time past, shown him §lf most reluctant to pay the 
portion of revenue due by him to the Oude government. 
After many unsuccessful expostulations on the subject. Lieu 
tenant P Orr determined on having a final interview with 
the Rajah before requesting the Is azim to have recourse to 
more Etnngent measures , and with this intention he met the 
Rajah in a kutcherry hut, situated in a mango tope, do e 
muter 'Cue of fort. t£ Etr'satmggt'r Tke Rsgp&i 

was accompanied by his brother in law, his dewan, his vakeel, 
&c., and escorted by about two hundred armed follower* 
I lcutcnnnt Orr had with him but a few men of his own 
corps, HM.8 1st Light Infantrj Battalion In the di^cu®- 
eion which endued, the Rajah a vakeel made u«e of mo«t in=o- 
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lent language, and was requested by Lieutenant Qrtto leave 
the kutcherry , he did so, and shortly afterwards the Raja 
himself wished to withdraw without coming to any fi na 
settlement as regarding the payment of money due Lieu- 
tenant Orr again urged on him the necessity of fulfilling his 
engagement, but the Rajah seemed bent on leaving the kut- 
cherry, and had, in fact, risen from Ins chair, when Lieutenant 
Orr seized him by the arm with the intention of detaining 
him, until he should come to terms The Rajah’s brother-in- 
law and dewatl now drew their swords, and the latter struck 
Lieutenant Orr, inflicting n severe wound on the right shoulder 
Seeing the hostile aspect affairs had taken. Lieutenant 
Orr felt his only chance of life was to cling to the Rajah, 
whose followers, apprehensive of wounding their master, 
feared to strike home A fearful struggle now ensued , the 
Rajah's brother-m law inflicting a second wound of about 
scion inches on the right thigh Lieutenant Orr’s jemadar, 
Rojonath Singh, and a havildar, Ram Singh, took part in the 
affray and behaved extremely well, the former with one 
blow of lus sword struck off the head of the Rajah’s brother- 
in-law, and the havildar, seizing a formidable tulwar, made 
right good use of it, cutting down the dew an and two others. 
Lieutenant Orr, though covered with wounds, still vetaincd Ins 
hold on the Rajah, until, receiving a violent sword cut on the 


head, ho fell stunned The Rajah immediately ro«c, and, 
himself uounded (by whom it is not known), was carried off 
by Ins followers to lus fort Lieutenant Orr shortly after- 
wards regaining lus senses, and thinking the scoundrels 
would return after seeing the Rajah safe in his fort, rose and 
reeled a few yards out of the 1 uteherry, ordering his scriant 
to place him on a led nod carry 1 im off ns speedily as 
lo^dlc Most fortunately did lie thuB act, for no sooner 
U1 he id -unioned the pkeo than the guns from the fort 
1 nations opened out, and grape was fired at lire kutcherry 
lytlm tiro or Lieutenant Orr a men fell To the crape 
succeeded round shot. Scarccli I, ml l„ a r , P , 

their officer on the bed and commence 1 it f nCC ^ 

strong ga„~ of fellow, “ ram ? ncc '> «>"» retreat, uhen a 
1 0W * M "" 1 ’ -matchlock., ,.,„cd from 



CHAT III 


A JIARD RACE FOR LIFE 


41 


the fort, and, commenced following up Lieutenant On’s small 
party Still that officer preserved his presence of mind, 
fhougli faint and aickfrom the great loss of blood, and suffering 
fearfully from the jolting of the bed and the great heat of the 
sun (it was now about 10 o’clock am) When hard pressed 
by the villains, he ordered his small party to stand and return 
the fire He thus gained a little time, which Ins sen ants 
took advantage of by hurrying on with their burden as 
speedily as possible Several tunes was this manoeuvre had 
recourse to, and for three mortal hours did this retreat last, 
the enemy following up, and all the i lllagcrs on the road 
presenting too hostile an appearance to allow of any hope of 
refuge Once, indeed, so close was the poor fellow pursued, 
that, fearing he had no chance of life otherwise than bj 
mounting his hone, he, with supernatural strength, left the 
^charpoy and actually rode a short distance, but again 
staggering in his seat, he was obliged to abandon lus horse, 
and Bubmit again to be placed On the charpoy Fortunately , 
one of the villains had during tlus momentary halt fallen, 
struck dead by a ball from one of the muskets of Orr s escort, 
and this event caused them to pau«e and thus allow our 
liarao'cd party to gam ground At list Orr, with wonderful 
presence of mind, steering Ins course through the fields, 
avoiding all Milages, gained the village of Ivuttowlce, belong- 
ing to the Rajah of Mullah pore, and here a community of Goo- 
sliaen fuqueers received him, and to the number of about 300 
(others from the adjacent villages having joined) turned out, 
and gallantly opposed the Eesamiggcr men, who, not dating 
to attack them on the territory of a rnal rajah, at last 
retraced tlicir steps The Gooshatns now turned their 
attention to the wounded officer, who«e state then may be 
more easily imagined than described — «cicn i cry severe, and 
three slight wounds ! They immediately relieved the burning 
thirst under which he was suffering, and sewed up his 
wounds applying their own remedies — none the wor*c for 
being 60 simple! Two whole days and nights did they 
attend on him with the greatest care and «olicitude and on 
the third day the native regimental doctor reached from the 
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honl-quartcrs of the corps and co-operated # with them 
Lieutenant Orr is still at Kuttowlee, being m too weal a 
state for removal to better quarters Ills health and wounds, 
I am happy to eay, arc improving, nnd soon, I trust, he will 
be able, if not to resume his duties, at least to be entered on 
the convalescent list. 

« * Such, sir, is a succinct account of this most sad affair 
Lieutenant Orr 'a escape has been a miraculous one, — one 
in which u e cannot but recognise the Iiand of a hind and 
overruling Providence! I may add, the brave jemadar 
was severely wounded on the left shoulder, and also a email 
fragment of his skull shattered , but I am glad to say he 
is recovering fast The Rajah has abandoned his fort 
and district, the former is occupied by men of Captain 
Barlow’s corps, to which belongs Lieutenant Orr 

“ * It is useless making any comments on the vile and 
treacherous conduct of the Rajah s people It is one of the 
many sad episodes m the daily history of this most unfor- 
tunate country 1 r 

“ Thus far our correspondent , but much as we sympathise 
with Lieutenant Orr and his gallant Sepoys, whose valour 
is so graphically detailed in the above narrative, we cannot 
hope for better results from the degrading part which 
English officers are found willing to perform in the ter- 


ritories of this king of fiddlers and females of the household 
They are compelled to assist in his quarrels, no matter 
whether the service expected be the enforcement of an unjust 
claim or the destruction of a band of thieves They are 
bound to work with the worst of tools, often for the accom- 
plishment of the worst of ends The ancient process of 
levying tithe m Ireland was safe and pleasant as compared 
with the mode of collecting rent m Oude If European 
officers are to execute the work of the 1 . 

allow them to do the business after their own fashTon^and 

=/ L ° ! 
wa3 eent to gather an the rent of I ** ^ om P an f 0 °® cer 
lie demanded a certam Bnm rf n . ' ”"J est y ° f Oude, and 
sum from a zemindar, ,rho anu 
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always accustomed to Btand a siege before be paid his tax 
The agent selected, however, on this occasion, was a man in 
the habit of achieving his objects by the speediest methods, 
and he assured the debtor, that if he injured one of his men, 
he would carry hia fort by escalade, and put every living 
soul to tbe sword The zemindar laughed at his com- 
munication, and forthwith knocked over two or three sepoys 
by a well directed fire But he bad not so well calculated 
lus means of defence as his range of practice In a very 
short time, the place was surrounded, and the threat fulfilled 
to the letter The vengeance was worthy of Cromwell, 
hut it was perhaps an act of mercy, for the district in which 
it was inflicted was converted into the quietest and most 
productive portion of the royal territory We do not ad 
vocate such terrible measures of repression now-a-days, 
for we grudge every rupee that is gathered for the sup- 
port of a government which is a curse to millions and an 
nd> outage to none but the basest of mankind What we 
contend for is, that our countrymen should either govern 
Oude or abandon its rulers to their fate As it is, we are 
powerless for good, and unwilling accomplices in evil We 
do infinite and perpetual wrong, because some of our nation 
in times past made treaties winch it is immoral to observe 
When the doctrine which prevails in Europe, that the 
good of the people is the first, and, indeed, the only end of 
government, shall he applied to the worn-out dj nasties of 
lIindo«tnn, we may expect to sec Oude and its king receive 
the justice to which they arc entitled at the hands of the 
Bnti e h authorities * 

When Oude is rc-conqucred, which will be accomplished 
with much more difficulty than is counted upon, we may rely 
upon it that no trouble will be found m reducing the ryots 
to order Wc may hear occasionally in the interim of 
plundering on their part, since a state of warfare is the 
normal condition of the country, and the men who Imc 
hitherto had nothing to do with rupees hut hand them over 
to a landlord and to fight in lus quarrel from January to 
December, are scarcely likely to forego the tempting oppor- 
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tunity of doing n little business for themselves. But when 
soldier and cultivator have been alike disarmed, and security 
is once more established, the ryot will not hesitate to prefer 
the safety of life, the chance of acquiring property, and the 
certainty of obtaining more justice than he could hope for 
at the hands of the rulers of his own race. Wo know that, 
in some districts at least, the a^sc^smcnt has been lowered 
to one-fourth the amount exacted under the king’s rule, and 
it is most likely that the reduction has been universal. The 
progress of events ha3 made it impossible that the dynasty 
of Wajid Ally should ever be restored ; and, were it other- 
wise, wc Bhould earnestly deprecate such a result, for the 
sake of the toiling millions. 
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“ It will be hard," he wrote, "most difficult, to eradicate tins 
impre e 3ton from the minds of the native soldier*, who arc 
always eu*piciou<d) di«po«cd when any change of t!m sort 
affecting them^dics is introduced ” As a remedy for the 
misunderstanding, General Ilcarscy proved that authority 
should be gi\cn for obtaining from the bazaar whatever 
ingredients were nece* arj for the preparation of the bullet 
patch, winch the Sepoys thcm«ol\cs should be allowed to 
make up 

The Deputy Adjutant-General took three days to eon 
over tlie affair, and then sent the correspondence to the 
Military Secretary, who answered, on the 2"th January, that 
the Goicrnor-Gcncml in council had adopted General 
IIcar*cj a suggestion, which might be earned out as well 
at TJmbnllaU and Sealkotc, if the men wished it The 
Inspector General of Ordnance was applied to for informa- 
tion ns to what the composition u«cd in the nr*cnal for 
greasing the cartridges of the rifle mu«kcts conustcd of, 
" wlictlicr mutton fat was or is u»cd, and if there arc nnj 
means adopted for ensuring tlie fat of sheep and goats only 
being used , also, whether it is possible that the fat of but 
lochs and pigs maj have been employed in preparing the 
ammunition for the new nfled mu«kcts which has been re 
ccntly made up in the arsenal ” The reply was, that tlie 
grease u«ed was a mixture of tallow and beeswax, in ac- 
cordance with the instructions of the Court of Director* , 
that the tallow was supplied by a contractor , but that •• no 
extraordinary precaution appears to haie been taken to 
ensure the absence of any objectionable fat.” The first am- 
munition made m the arsenal was intended for the 60 th 
Rifles, and it wa3 probable that some of this was issued to 
the depot at Dum-Dum The Inspector General regretted 
that, "ammunition wa9 not prepared expressly for the 
practice depot, without any grease at all,’ but the subject 
did not " occur to him ” He recommended tliat the Home 
Government should be requested not to eend out any more 
made ammunition for tbc Enfield nfles. 

On tbe 28 th January, General Henreey again addressed the 
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Go\ eminent on the subject of the greased cartridges Ihj 
hehet ed that members of the orthodox Brabminical part) hi 
firflt spread the report that the Scpojs were to h c forced to 
embrace the Christian faith, and that on tins report was 
grafted, as an oicrt act to came them to lose caste, the dis 
tributmg amongst them ball cartridges for the new Lafich 
rifle, that had the paper forming them greased with the fat 
of cows and pigs The gcncrnl connected the rumours w 
question twill the nightly acts of inccndian-m that hat 
begun to tal c place in various quarters He thought me 
object of the flrc3 was to obtain the support of a party o 
tho ignorant cla°ses in the rnnl s of the army Parades hit 
been held of tho four regiments at Bamickporc , and their 
commanding officers had declared their men to ho “perfectly 
satisfied ' Colonel "Wheeler, of the 34th, was told by b< 3 
natnc officers and men that they were satisfied, hut one natn® 
officer respectfully asked if any orders had been received 
rcpcctmg the new Enfield cartridges Ten days afterward* 
General Ilcarscy, in forwarding tho proceedings of a court 
of inquiry assembled to ascertain the “cause of their con 
tinued objections to the paper of winch the new rifle car 
tndges were compo ed, ’ wrote as follows . — “A perus'd of 
the several statements and opinions recorded in these pro 
ceedings clearly establishes, in my judgment, that a most 
unreasonable and unfounded suspicion hag unfortunately 
taken possession of the minds of all the native officers and 
Sepoys at this station, that grease or fat is used in the com- 
position of this cartridge paper, and tins foolish idea is now 
so rooted m them, that it would, I am of opinion be both 
idle and unwise e>en to attempt its removal I would ac- 
cordingly beg leave to recommend for the consideration of 
Government the expediency (if practicable) of order in t this 
rifle amrnumt an to be made up of the same description of 
paper which lias been hitherto employed in the magazines 
for the preparation of the common musket cartridge 
winch means th s groundless suspicion and ^pijection * i j 
be at once disposed of ‘ ,1 ‘ 

On the same day that General Ilcarscy stated Jug 
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tion that thc^idea of forcible conversion wa3 so rooted in the 
minds of the native soldiers, that it ■would be “ both idle and 
unwise even toattempt its removal,” the Government addressed 
the Court of Directors m a despatch wherein it was stated 
that “the men were appealed on being assured that the 
matter would be duly represented , ’ and again, that “ they 
appear to be perfectly satisfied that there existed no inten- 
tion of interfering with tlieir caste ” On the 8tli April the 
Court of Directors were “ gratified to learn that the matter 
has been fully explained to the men at Barrackpore and 
Dam Dnm, and that they appear perfectly sati fied that 
there existed no intention of interfering with their caste , ” 
and on the same day the Government of India addre= ed the 
Court of Directors detailing the mutiny and disbandment 
of the 19th regiment, who had refused to take the car- 
tridges * r in consequence of the reports in circulation that 
the paper of which they were made was greased with the fat 
of cows and pigs ” 

General Hear>ey wrote to Government on the 11th of 
February that they had been dwelling at B«arrackpore “ on 
a mine ready for explosion-’ His belief was based on a 
senes of fact’, which were duly set forth in his statement 
The taunt of the classie already alluded to had sunk deeply 
into the minds of the Sepoys Fires had taken place at 
Baneegungc and Barrackporc, the combustibles u ed being 
Santal arrows, which fixed suspicion on the 2nd Grenadiers, 
who had recentlybeen stationed in that district A Sepoy of 
good character had reported to his officer that there was to 
be a meeting of the men belonging to all the regiments a 
night or two hack, in continuation of a previous one, at which 
the SepoyB were to di°cu*s the measures proper to he taken 
to prevent Government from destroying their religion On 
the 10th February a native lieutenant deposed before n 
F uropean court of inquiry, that on the night of the 5th 
instant Sepoys had come to him and made him go with them 
to the parade ground, where he saw a great crowd of men 
as cmbleil, with their heads tied up in cloths so as to ex- 
pose onlj a portion of the fiec They asked him to join m 
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r P^ ace nex t night, when they, .proposed to 

tliev HI «/| G * Iro P ean ^ plunder the station, and go where 
tZ ™ 1 f ner i Hearse ^ etated *»* had the regi- 
Tem fi t °v 9lh Febr "“7. and impressed upon 
them the absurdity of their conduct. Ho pointed out to 

rffeurT/fi 1 tIlat ,. thcrc "' as great danger in having a brigade 
on to remfh “ rp3 80 d “ 5e *<1 capital! and went 

native offlee?’ ““J^ 1 »«*• !n aU «* toss the 

hLmn TmlT 16 ° f “ U8ei in *«4 «*7 are afraid of 
,121 " ol , act: a !' *W<I» I s to hold them- 
as not acti’vely implied “ £“"8 *^ wil > escape censure 
such occasions nn i ■« ' . 13 has always occurred on 

reign ty in India, Awln c .°“ tin “ e to the end of our eove- 
cvpected to awake some'flL'm^ Metcal[o S”7 > ' itnt 1,0 
had been lost to the TWlM. „_^° rD . Ia °’ and fin(1 that Ind,a 
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and tlio regiment continued to perform its duties ns u3ua * 
w itU ordinary regularity 

"When the bclm lour of the 19th iris made known flt 
Calcutta, Lord Canning resohed to make n signal cxnmpc 
of the mutineers The steamer "Oriental” was ordcrc 
(lov.n to Rangoon, to bring tip II M ’e 84th, and it wn* 
thought that a sentence of disbandment, earned out m t ie 
ease of the entire regiment, would put an effectual stop to 
the progress of disaffection But the resohe was bruit# 
ahioacl I hero at ere ncarl} 4000 Sepoys brigaded at Bar 
racl pore and m Tort "W illiam, and though II M ’s ^3rd 
with a European battery vrould have made short work o 
them in a conflict, what was there to hinder the success of A 
rising, judiciously planned and earned out simultancou 1) at 

both stations ? There werh neither Europeans nor guns at 

Batracl pore If the telegraph wires were cut and the roads 
taken possession of, they could march don n to Calcutta with 
out a soul being aware of the movement, and at the mo- 
ment that their comrades in the fort assailed the Europeans 
they could attempt a surprise from without with every 
cl ance of success By a strange laxity of rule wh eh de 
serves the most severe reprobation, the pouches of the native 
soldiery are only examined by their officers twice a week, 
and of course, except upon, these occasions, they may use 
their cartridges without any fear of detection "VY e believe 


that in almost every instance where the Sepoys have had 
cause to dread punishment, or were waiting for the signal 
to mutiny, their muskets if examined would have been found 
loaded There would have been no difficulty then in every 
armed native shooting his fellow soldier on duty, without 
awal enmg suspicion or afford ng the opportunityofresistance 
Now that wc can look back and sum up the incentives to 
rebellion we feel abundant cause to rejoice that these men 
«.tl. arm, m them hand, and treason m them hearts, could 
cot Snd a leader, or master ttp courage suffice! to stake 
a blow which must have proved fatal 

tdaltrTmdtTh TT 7 Was fcm " 1 to ™rry out a 
plan suit such as has hcon suggest^ hut it is certain 
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that an understanding, mtolung nn attack upon Tort "Wil- 
liam and the murder of the European officers generally , was 
come to The order to the 19th N X to march down to 
Barrackporc hastened the ncccs ltj for action, and the 34th 
sent the men of that corps a mes age, urging them to slaugh- 
ter their officers on the road, in which case they would be 
ready to effect a junction at Barrachpore, and try conclu- 
sions with the Government Their o\ crturcs might perhaps 
have been successful, but Col Mitchell took the precaution of 
making an unexpected halt within fourteen miles of Barrack- 
pore, and ^ending for the native officers, kept them at Ins 
quarters for some hours, the time chosen for tlie durbar being 
that supposed to he fixed upon for the mutiny Baffled by 
those simple but efficacious measures, the 19th were unable 
to transmit the expected signal to Barrackporc, and the rest 
of the conspirators were afraid to begin without it But 
Mungul Bandy, a Sepoy of the 34th, was not to be hall ed of 
the pleasure he had anticipated in shedding the blood of the 
Teringhecs Routed to frenzy by the copious use of bhang, 
he seized his musket, and rushed upon the parade ground on 
the afternoon of Sunday the 29th of March, calling upon Ins 
comrades to come forward and fight for their religion. The 
serjeant-major of the regiment came up at the time, and the 
fellow deliberately fired at lnm but missed The quarter 
guard, consisting of nineteen men of the same regiment, 
turned out to witness the scene, but without exhibiting the 
smallest intention of affording assistance 4\ lnl«t the struggle 
wa3 going on, the adjutant made his appearance, and Mungul 
Pandy, having carefully reloaded his mu°Let, fired a second 
time, and shot the adjutant’s horse A hand to-liand fight 
now ensued, the Sepoy hacking with his sword at both 
officers, whilst numbers of men belonging to the regiment, 
who had gathered round the spot, attacked them from be- ' 
hind with the butt ends of their muskets, repeating their 
blows whilst the latter lay on the ground The strife would 
have soon been over, had not Major General Hearsey gal 
loped up, and ordered the guard to mov forward to the 
rescue The fellows hesitated to obey, on which the General 
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drew a reiohcr, and pointing at tliem, repeated Ins com 
ma uls, when they slowly advanced and rescued the bleeding 
and .n-cnsiblo men The jemadar, a high caste Brahmin, 
re , of , "'f “ ” 0t t0 Ellr ‘1-^Pont, teas, a ith the 

wl 'l° g , U a ^ ’ PlaC “' m cl0!0 “™* • »nd on the night fol 
> t!,t ^"'/ogmicnt, weary with their march of fourteen 
whli e™ "f »«t day they were disbanded 

mandine tlTT 3 ° f rc S rct on ,hc 1”« of the General com- 
on the side of a °^ “PPnrcntly a little compunction 

stoke 1° , G T Crn ° r G “ mI * S' “ 1» would 

rd t JZ h J S " C, ‘ an act ‘o tho hearts of them co- 
wing of 'th raT° rlC<1 by H M ’» <**'■ KoS-nont and a 
S, Generafn ™ ‘ r °° PS ° f art ' llc T. and the Body- 
■n the following JjJ'^P^ooooood tlic sentence contained 

quarters of tlm'l'rcsldcncv 1 D* iMn ’"‘““S 11 ' *» ‘Be head 
presence of the troom ♦! 7 ^vision, to receive, in the 

Governor General in asseni kled, the decision of the 

has been guilty ° Up0a thc of which it 

0rre°d.tpamd‘° O aftt7 o 2 ,tl ' 19A;R ' B, " eDtN 1 was 

fifteen round, of blank ammnlmlX'eafh ’man" 050 ' 

had^“rxrrr t *£z which 

the 19th Itegiment at Berhamnnr ’ 5 Beg 1 meat preceding 

at that .tat, on on tho departure of h3d beea Ieft 
ammunition had been used bv th ? ^ 7li Re S ,m snt Mu, 
m=nt „p ,o the date a bo,e ™“ ls » f «>« 19th Begi- 

follow,ag n m „r„ e .„?r^n ?*“"* f °‘ «*■ 

" —petition addressed to 
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the Major-General commanding the Picsulcncy Division, 
that for more than t\v o months they had heard rumours of 
new cartridges lmaing been made at Calcutta, on the paper 
of winch the fat of bullocks and pigs had been spread, and 
of its being the intention of the Government to coerce 
the men to bite these cartridges, and that therefore they 
were afraid for their religion They admit that assurance 
given them by the Colonel of their regiment satisfied them 
that this would not he the case , adding, nca erthcle”, that 
when on the 26th of Tebruary they perceived the cartridges 
to be of two kinds, they were convinced that one 1 ind was 
greased, and. therefore refused them 

“ The Commanding Officer, on hearing of the refusal, 
went to the lines, assembled the native commi sioned and 
non-commissioned officers, and explained that the cart- 
ridges were unobjectionable, and had been left at Bcrhamporc 
by the 7th Regiment. He instructed them to inform their 
men, that the cartridges would he served out in the morning 
by the officers commanding companies, and that any man 
who refused to tal e them would be tried by a Court Martial 
and punished 

“ This occurred at 8 o’clock m the evening 

“Between 10 and 11 o’cloclT a nidi was made by the 
Sepoys to the bells of arms , the doors were forced open , the 
men took possession of their arms and accoutrements, and 
earned them to their lines 

** On learning what had occurred. Lieutenant Colonel 
Mitchell ordered out the 1 1th Regiment of Irregular Cavalry 
and the post guns 

“ When the Cavalry reached the parade, the men of the 
19th Regiment rushed out of their lines with their arras 
shouting, and assembled near to the bells of arras, where many- 
loaded their mu«ket3 

“ Upon Lieutenant Colonel Mitchell and the European 
ofiicers approaching the men, they were warned not to go 
on, or the men would fire 

“ The native officers were assembled and Lieutenant 
Colonel Mitchell, after addressing the men, directed the 
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officers to separate the comp mica, mid to require them to 
gi\c up their arms 

•« Tim men hesitated nt first, but eventual} gave up their 
arms and retired to their line* 

« The«c arc the principal features of the outbreak nt Ber- 
hamporc on the 2Ctli of 1 chnuirj 

*« The men of the 10th Regiment lm e refused obedience 
to their European officers They line seized arms with 
violence llicy lmvc assembled, in a body, to resist the 
authority of their Commander 

"The regiment has been guilty of open nnd defiant 
mutiny . » 

“It is no excuse for tins offence to say, ns had been said 
in the before mentioned petition of the native ofliccra and 
men of the regiment, that they were afraid for their religion, 
and that they apprehended violence to themselves 

« It is no atonement of it to declare, as they have therein 
declared, that they arc ready to fight for their Government 
in the field, -when they have di obeyed ami insulted that 
G oi cr ament in the persons of its officers, and have ex- 
pressed no contrition for their heavy offences 

“ Neither the 19tli Regiment, nor any regiment in the 
service of the Government of India, nor any Sepoy, Hindoo, 
or Mussulman, 1ms reason to pretend that the Government 
has shown, directly or indirectly, a desire to interfere with 
the religion of its troops 

“It has been the unvarying rule of the Government of 
India to treat the religious feelings of all its servants, of 
every creed, with careful respect , and to representations or 
complaints put forward m a dutiful and becoming spirit, 
whether upon this, or upon any other (subject, it has never 
turned a deaf ear 


■ Bat the Government of India cipects to receive in re- 
turn for tt™ treatment the confides or those who servo it 
From .U sold, ere of every ranh and race, ,t will at all 
£ll£? “' Cn “ aWra ' “*»• unWatmg „he 

General , “ T™ * “> Governor 

Conned wdl never etase to esact it To no men 
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who prefer cbmplnints with arms in their limds will lie ever 
listen 

"Had the Sepoys of the 19th Regiment confided in their 
Government, and believed their commanding officer, instead 
of crediting the idle stories with which fil c and evil-minded 
men hav e deceit ed them, tlicir religious scruples would still 
have remained mandate, and themselves would still be, as 
they have hitherto been, faithful soldier*, trusted by the 
State, and la) ing up for future years all the rewards of along 
and honourable service 

“But the Governor General in Council can no longer 
have any confidence in this regiment, which has disgraced its 
name, and has lost all claim to consideration and indulgence. 

“It is therefore the order of the Governor General in 
Council, that the 19th Regiment Is I he now disbanded , 
that the native comtm s °ioncd and non-conmus-uoned officers 
and privates be discharged from the Army of Bengal, 
that this be done at the head quarters of the Presidency 
Division in the presence of every available corps witlun 
two days’ march of the station, that the regiment be 
paraded for the purpose , and that each man, after being 
deprived of lus arms, shall receive his arrears of pay and be 
required to withdraw from the cantonment 

* The European officers of the regiment will remain at 
Barrachporc until orders for their di«po al Bhall be receiv ed 
from His Excellency the Commander m Chief 

“ This order is to be read at the head of every regiment, 
troop, nnd company in the service ” 

The arms ^vere piled, the colours deposited, and the I9th 
N I was erased from the army list. 

It is difficult to say how far the disbanded soldiers really 
went in heart with the promoters of insurrection, but before 
scattering themselves over the face of the land, they ashed 
to be allow ed one of two favours, either to he re-enlisted for 
general service, or failing that request, to be allowed the u°e 
of their arms for half an hour, and brought face to face with 
the 34th, m which latter case they promised to avenge the 
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quarrel of the Government as well as their own. Perhaps 
their anger was felt against the men who had brought them 
into temptation without having had the courage to share 
their oficnce, rather than against the owl advisers who ha* 
lured them to an act of folly. Some alarm was entertained 
lest they should plunder the villages on their way up* 
country, but tliey seem to lmvo conducted themselves 
peaceably. Many got employment ns durwnns, or gate- 
keepers, and a few were entertained by magistrates for 
whom they have since done efficient sen ice in *1110 capture 
of fugitive mutineers. Hundreds died of cholera by the 
way side, and a large proportion went into the service of the 
Nnwnub of Moorshedahad. It has not been ascertained if 
any of the 19th have been found in the ranks of the existing 
* rebel army. 

It took five weeks from the date of the occurrence last 
mentioned, to enable the Government at Calcutta *to mako 
up their minds 03 to what they should do with the 34th. 
The Comtnander-in-Chief was far away in the recesses of 
the Himalayas, and justice must neither seem hurried nor 
cruel. In the interval, Mungul Pandy and the jemadar of 
the guard had been tried and hung, the former glorying in 
Ins crimes to the latest moment, and asserting that he was 
about to suffer for the good of religion. Two Sepoys had 


also been transported as accomplices in a plot for capturing 
the fort, and a native officer of tlie same regiment, the 70th 
N, L was dismissed the service for treasonable practices. In 
the Executive Council Mr. J. P. Grant appears to have been 
prepared to inflict capital punishment, in the case at least of 
the quarter guard of the 19th, but if bo, the milder counsels 
oF the Governor-General secured a majority in favour of 
merely sending them about their business. Lord Canning 
had a notion, which it took two months of terrible experience 
to conquer, Hat disbandrag was a fearful punishment to the 
Man Sepoy accustomed as be is to rely absolutely on the 
Government for his own subsistence and that of his family in 
manhood and old age. It was no m P 
that i , : . 0 Use porting out to him 

that these men had committed the worst offence known to 
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the military code, that they were mutineers in fict and 
murderers in intention, saved only by their intense coward- 
ice from finishing a work which they undertook con amore 
IJe had got it fixed in his mind, that a mutiny u as a mere 
strife of discontented labourers, which a little coercion, a little 
pcrma^ion, and much talk upon the folly of the proceeding 
were sure to put down It was true he might recognise a 
difference between the Bengal Sepoy and the Manchester 
spinner, to the great advantage however of the former, seeing 
that he kept his tools and received Ins wages when on strike, 
whilst the latter was entirely disbanded with very little 
chance of re enlistment At one moment it appears to have 
been thought advisable to overlook the conduct of the regi- 
ment altogether The “Oriental’ which was supposed to be 
lying at Madras, was twice telegraphed for to convey the 84 th* 
back to Burrnah, and but for the accident that 6ent her across 
to Rangoon, the capital would have been left as before witli 
only the wing of a European regiment It is bard to say 
what might have occurred bad cither the steamer been avail 
able when applied for, or the reports of growing disaffection 
become less frequent Fortunately neither contingency 
occurred The Government were routed to a partial sense 
of duty, and on the 6th of May, the whole of the disposable 
troops m and around Calcutta n ere concentrated at Barrack 
pore, to carry out the order for disbanding such officers and 
men of the 34tli N I as were present in the lines on the 
29th March, when Adjutant Baugh was wounded. At day 
light two enles of a square were formed by H M a 53rd 
and 84th, the 2nd, 43rd and 70th Is I , two squadrons of 
Cavalry, consisting of the Body Guard and the 11th Irregulars, 
and a light field battery with six gun* "When the line was 
formed, seven companies of the 34th, about four hundred 
strong, were halted in front of the guns , the order for dis 
bandmeut was read out by the interpreter, Lieut Chamier, 
and after a few energetic remarks upon the enormity of their 
offence. General Hearsey commanded them to pile their 
arms and etnp off the uniform which they had disgraced 
Of course they obeyed without a moment s hesitation The 
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work of paying up their nnrc'irs ww then conftncnced, nr ^ 
\n two hours the d north rlj Sepoy*, now con\ cried into on 
orderly mob, were marched off to Pulta Ghaut for conic)* 
anccto Chmntroh, the grenadiers of (bo filth nndn portion of 
tho Body G tnrd attending their footsti pi A\ hen they left 
their lines, order Jmd been taken for sending their fmiihcJ 
nml baggage onto Chimurth Instructions were gucii to 
the vinous police authorities to hinder them from eroding 
the mcr, and it wn hoped tint the public bad heard the 
last of the second mutiny of the *1 1th 11 N I 

The following order appeared next day in the Govcrnmeiti 
Gazette,— 


•‘Tort "William, I tit May — On the 29th of March, n 
‘Sepoy or the 3 tth Regiment of Natn c Infantry , stationed at 
Rarrackporc, nnned lunnclf with n loaded musket and sword, 
advanced upon tho parade ground in front of his lines, and, 
after conducting luni-clf m a violent and mutinous manner, 
and calling upon the men of the regiment to come forth and 
to join him m resisting lawful authority, attacked and 
wounded the adjutant and sergeant-major of lus regiment, 
who approached to restrain him 

“ This man has been tried, condemned, and lnnged 
“On the Eamc occasion the native officer, a jemadar in 
command of the quarter guard of the 34th Regiment 
Native Infantry, refused to obey lus superior, by whom ho 
was ordered to seize the above mentioned Sepoy 

“ After being tried by n court of native commissioned 
officers, this man, him«clf a commissioned officer, lias paid 
the penalty of hia mutiny by the eamc ignominious death 
“ But these men were not tho sole offenders upon that 
occasion 


•■Tie Governor General ra Council laments to soy tint tho 
"V 0 "•Tt Conun,s “° ned ‘ md non ~oorami88ionctl 
sent W ‘ he , 34ll ‘ who were then r rc- 

n i Z?° Wn r°r b ° 8 “ Ch “ S “> des ‘™y *>’ confidence 

)n them as solders of the state, and to call for severe and 

exemplary punishment 



chap iv 


DESERTED REPEOACITES 


61 


“The mutinous Sepoy was permitted to pande him® elf 
indolently before bis assembled comrades, using menaces and 
threatening gestures agamst Ins officers without an attempt 
on the part of any to control him 

" No such attempt was made even when he liad deliberately 
fired at the serjeant major of the regiment 

“None was made when upon the appearance of the adjutant. 
Lieutenant Baugh, and after having reloaded the musket 
unmolested, the mutineer discharged it at that officer and 
shot his horse. 4 

“ “When the hor®e fell, not a sign of as istance to Lieutenant 
Baugh was given either by the quarter guard or by the 
Sepoys not on duty, although this took place within ten paces 
of the guard. 

“ During the hand to-hand conflict winch followed between 
the mutineer and Lieutenant Baugh, supported by Serjeant- 
llajor Hew®on, the men collected at the lines m undre® , 
looked on pa®3ively , others in uniform and on duty joined m 
the struggle , hut it was to take part agamst their officer®, 
whom they attacked with the butts of their musket®, striking 
down the seijeant-major from behind, and repeating the 
blows as he lay on the ground. 

“ The Governor-Genera! in Council deeply regrets that of 
the ruffians who perpetrated this cowardly act, the only one 
who was identified has escaped hi3 punishment by de erbon. 

“ There wa®, however, one amongst tho e who stood bv, who 
set an honourable example to his comrade-'. Sheik Pultoo 
Sepoy (now liaa lldar), of the Grenadier Company, obeyed the 
call of Ins officer for assistance unhesitatingly He was 
wounded in the endeavour to protect Lieutenant Baugh from 
the mutineer, and did all that an unarmed man could do to 
seize the criminal. His conduct was that of a faithful and 
’Drive soVucr 

“"W lien the adjutant, maimed and bleeding, was retiring 
from the conflict, he pa^cd the lines of his regiment and 
reproached the men assembled there with having allowed 
their officer to he ent down before their eyes without offering 
to assist him , they made no reply, but turned their hacks 
and moved sullenly awav 
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“1 or (ho failure of the quarter guard to do its dut), the 
jemadar vrlio commanded it has already pud the last permit) 
of death In this guard, consisting of twenty Sejw>y *, there 
were four who desired to net against the mutineer, hut their 
jemadar restrained them, nnd ashen event nail) the order to 
advance upon the criminal was gu on h) superior authority, 
the majority yielded obedience reluctantly 

" Upon n review of lhc«e facts and of nil the circumstance* 
connected with them, it is hut too clear to the Governor- 
Gcncral in Council that n rpint of disloyalty prevails in 
those companies of the 31th Regiment Nntivo Infantry 
which nro stationed nt the head quarters of tho Presi- 
dency Division Silent spectators of n long continued 
net of insolent mutiny, they have made no endeavour to 
suppress it, nml haa o thereby become liable themselves to 
the punishment of mutineers Iho Governor General in 
Council can no longer put trust in them, nnd he rejects their 
services from this tune forward 

Therefore, it is the order of the Governor General in 
Council tliat the nattvc commissioned and non commissioned 
officers and men of the seven companies of the 34th Regiment 
Native Infinity, non quartered nt Barrachpore, ho dis- 
banded nnd dismissed from the nrmy of Bengal, with the 
following exceptions in favour of those who m the course of 
recent cvcntB have given the Governor-General in Council 
good reason to believe in their fidelity to their officers and to 
the Government — 

• * • • 

“ There remains one point which the Governor-General in 
Council desires to notice 

** The Sepoy, who was the cl lef actor in the disgraceful 
scene of tho 29th of March, called upon his comrades to come 
to his support for the reason that their religion was m danger, 
and that they were about to bo compelled to use cartridges, 
the use of which would do injury to their caste , and from 
the words in which he addressed the Sepoys it is to he inferred 
that many of them shared this opinion with lnm 

"‘The Governor General in Council has recently liadocca- 



sion to remind the army of Bengal that the Government of 
India has never interfered to constrain its soldiers in matters 
affecting their religious faith He has declared that the 
Government of India never will do so, and he has a nght to 
expect that this declaration shall give confidence to all who 
have been decen ed and led astray 

** But whatever may he the deceptions or evil counsels to 
which others have been expo ed, the native officers and men 
of the 34th Regiment Native Infantry have no excuse for 
misapprehension on this subject Not many weeks pre- 
viously to the 29th of March it had been explained to that 
Tcgiment, — first by their own commanding officer, and sub- 
sequently by the major general commanding the division, — 
that their fears for religion were groundless It was care- 
fully and clearly shown to them, that the cartridges which 
they would he called upon to u«e, contained nothing which 
could do violence to their religious scruples If, after receiv- 

ing these assurances, the Sepoys of the 34th Regiment, or of 
any other regiment, still refuse to place trust in their officers 
and in the Government, and still allow suspicions to take 
root m their minds, and to grow into disaffection, insubordi- 
nation, and mutiny, the fault is their own, and their punish- 
ment will he upon their own heads That it will be a sharp 
and certain punishment the Governor-General in Council 
warns them.” 

It is no insignificant branch of the art of governing, which 
teaches the right use of language with reference to compo 
eitions intended for the eye of the public The vagueness 
and want of meaning charged against royal speeches and 
ministerial statements in general, give tho«c utterances their 
chief value , to say nothing now, is to leave you the oppor 
tumty of saying anj thing hereafter "When the case is 
thoroughly stated, and the argument has been heard in sup- 
port of it, the matter in question is remitted to the solo 
cognisance of the jury, and the ruler, oi ho is always defendant, 
lies at their mercy 

The Governor General forgot the lessons of state craft, 
when he penned the above General Order It was far too 
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Pickpockets who have left us the story of their lives have 
recorded the feelings of tcrroi with winch the entry of 
n police officer into a den of thieves is regarded Ho is a 
common foe, and to a certain extent the} arc all interested 
m preventing the capture of an offender, but it is rare in the 
extreme that resistance is offered The thieftakcrh warrant 
represents the whole autliont} of the courts of justice. Ins 
truncheon symbolizes all the phj aical force of the country 
Tlic criminal who is “wanted, surrenders, not to the indi- 
vidual, whom a single blow might di j o«c of, 1 tit to the law, 
which is enduring and resistless QJ id Government, instead 
of waiting till a force of Europeans numerically superior to 
the mutinous regiments could a«scmblc, organised, at (lie firot 
moment of outbreak, a movable column, consisting of n 
single corps of Engli'li troops a battery of guns nnd such 
cavalry ns were available, they might lmc disarmed and 
punished trca'on w licrcv cr it dared to lift its licaity If nutho 
nty can only maintain itself by opposing man to man, it 
should abdicate with as little delay as possible 
('ftelay and comparative impunity for crime had much to do 
with the widespread growth of mutinj , but it is something 
to know that the whole military system m Bengal is at an 
end So long ns the Brahmin dominated m its ranks so long 
might we expect to hear of plots and disaffection, by means 
of their results. A native officer of the 34th was complaining 
of his hard fate m being ruined for a rev olt in which he had 
no share He was reminded that he must have known wliat 
was going on in the ranks , and at once he admitted that 
such was the ca«e, Vht asked, in turn, how it was supposed he 
ought to have acted ? Had he reported the facts, the Brah- 
mins would most likely have murdered him, and, at any rate, 
they would have brought fonv ard hundreds of witnesses to 
mvctrr Vnat he was either perjured or am-ane 'Ihert; was no 
denying the force of this plea , the poor wretch vowed that he 
was a maityr to our system, and we incline to believ e Jmn 
An army has often been likened to a machine, and w e 
wish the companion were thoroughly accepted When your 
engine goes wrong, it is found needful to have at hand a man 
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who understands every portion of it Being <tblo to place 
his hand on the defective spot, lie know s exactly what is 
required m the way of reparation, and how to set about the 
work But we never, except by chance, have a capable 
engineer in the person of the exalted official, who lias to 
guide the vast- and powerful mechanism that holds the soil 
and collects the revenues of India It is hard to divine in 
most cases the cause of his appointment, harder still to justify 
the fact of it It is a miserable Hung to say that the State 
gains by the idleness of a commander-in-cluef , and yet in 
most cases all ranks of the community would join in wishing 
that ho would fold his hands, and only open them to clutch # 
what ought to he the recompense of zeal, intellect, and 
energy 

Show that your highest office might he a sinecure, and 
ought never to task the body and brain of the man who fills 
it, and every general who is old or constitutionally indolent 
will naturally imitate the example of his chief "Wherever 
duty can be delegated, it will be done, if at all, by deputy 
The general of the division will rely on the colonel, who 
will rely on his officers, who in turn will rely on native 
subordinates, who of late could not rely on their men If 
the world would only stop for us, so that we could all grow 
old together, what a pleasant state of things might ensue 
but it refuses to halt for a moment , it declines to accept 
age and idleness in lieu of vigour and industry, however 
highly recommended to do so And as we cannot conquer 
the necessity, we had better submit to it quietly Clearly 
enough, the Indian army requires bettfb guidance, and it 
will be wise to provide at once the indispensable material 
The way to make men invincible is to place them in a 
situation where they must gam the victory in order to save 
their lives and if we made military rank the sole reward of 
the Ind an officer, it would soon be found that he Would both 
lo\ c and adorn lus noble profession. But so long as he finds 
the great prizes of lus career in the rani s of the civil eeruce, 
it is not likely that he will take a pnde in soldiership He 
cannot fad to observe that his superiors m general seem to 
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lay it down as a maxim, that he is wisest who does the least 
work, and he the most to be enxied ax ho gets the highest 
pay. It would ill beseem him to ignore their example, and 
he imitates it. The day comes when the Sepoy fancies that 
bo discerns an injury to his religion, or feels more than the 
usual strain upon his loyalty. He refuses to recognise the 
authority of one who is scarcely known to him, or to listen 
to a toIco that has never spoken kindly in his car; and the 
result 5s mutiny and ruin .on the ono hand, disappoint- 
ment and eliamc on tho other. *\Vc hold that rebellion can 
never break out amongst a people, unless their rulers. are 
greatly in fault; and we are equally convinced that mutiny 
would never show itself in a regiment, where the officers 
knew their duty, and performed it. 
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On the 8th of May the new cartridges were offered to the 
3rd Cavalry They refused to accept them, and on the 
following day eighty five of the mutineers were tried hy 
court martial, and eighty of them sentenced to he im- 
prisoned for ten years with luud labour, and the remaining 
five for six years The offence had been grappled with 
vigorously, and the display of force for the purpose of carry- 
ing out the punishment was sufficiently imposing The 
Caiabmecrs, 60th Kifles, the 11th and 20th Kcgts If X , a 
light field battery, together with the Horse Artillery and the 
mutinous regiment, were drawn up on the parade ground, and 
the prisoners were brought forward, stripped of tlieir uniform, 
and ironed on the spot The majority of them uttered loud 
cries of rage and despair, and gxeat agitation was evinced by 
the native soldiery, but no attempt at rcsia lance was madd, 
and the criminals were marched off the ground under a strong 
guard, aud lodged in jail It is reasonable to suppose that, 
foi the next thirty-two hours, they showed no signs of an 
intention to revolt, for not a single precaution was taken by 
the authorities, though nothing would have been easier tlnn 
tu'imij lcirfnrrei mutiny unpos-uVie The custom ol hutting 
the Sepoys would seem designed for the express purpose of 
isolating them from outward control Bach caste lias its own 
quarter, and none hut Brahmins can know wlnt occurs m the 
Brahmvnical portion of the cantonment, where the low caste 
man is not allowed to enter except upon duty There is no 
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doubt tint during the night of the lltli the whole plan of 
the rising was matured , but the bare design implied m them 
a too well founded reliance upon the incapacity of the general 
commanding, or a degree of daring which could only be the 
result of fanaticism wrought up to the pitch of madness 
They were scarcely a match, numerically speaking, for the 
Etuopean troop*, and had never been taught that against 
odds of tv. o to one the Gora loguc had failed to be a icto- 
rioti* There were in the station two troops of Euro 
pean horse artillery, together with a field battery, uliil t 
they were wholly destitute of gun* The dragoons could 
have fairly ridden down a couple of native cavalry regi- 
“ ment*, and the 60th Rifles were at least a match for 2000 
Sepoy* With such a prospect of speedy annihilation before 
them, they TO'e at six o’clock on Sunday afternoon, and set 
the first example of rebellion and murder The sound of 
the church going bell was soon mingled with the roaring of 
flames, the wild shouts of revenge and unavailing ehnehs for 
mercy Whilst a party of the 3rd Cavalry ru*hed to the 
jail, and liberated without the slightest difficulty their com 
rades and the whole of the prisoners m confinement, the 
rest were galloping about, cutting down their officers and 
such other Europeans as came in their way Torches were 
everywhere applied to the bungalow s , the ruffians from the 
jail and the thieves of the bazar rushed into ei cry house , and, 
whilst some slaughtered the inmates with circumstances of 
shocking barbarity, tbe others plundered whatever they 
could lay hold of, aud wrecked such valuables as they were 
unable to carry away For two hours the work of butchery 
and burning continued, though the authorities had it in their 
power to have cut up withra that time every living *oul of 
the mutineers "Whether the apathy, which it is more pain 
ful to contemplate than the scenes of blood bed, was the 
result of fear or imbecility, we have not the means of judging , 
and part of the vengeance invoked upon General Hewett 
ought to fall on the heads of those who are responsible for 
the appointment to such an important post of an old man of 
seventy y ears and upwards When the work of detraction 
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hid been completed, nnil ever} TngbsU mnn, woman, iuuI child 
whom they could Iaj hold of were murdered, the rebels pre- 
p wed to lcavo the Btntion, and were allow cd to do fo w ithout 
hindrance They took the Delhi rond, and went on their 
way rejoicing , Vrhen at last tlio dragoons and rifles made 
their nppcnrnnco and shot down a few without m an} way 
impeding the march of the rest Their place of refuge was 
forty miles distant, the lnghwaj was level as a howling 
green the whole wa}, and they lnd to cross two rivers to 
get into Delhi. A few guns placed on the road, a forced 
march of the lliflcs, and smart gallop of the cavalry, would 
liavo placed tho British forco in a position to effect their 
total annihilation Tho mischief at Meerut had been done, 
tho safety of tho station was post praying for, and what had 
2000 of Her Majesty’s choice troops to do but to plant 
themselves in tho path of tho bloodthirsty traitors and 
trample out the mutiny, so far at least as they were con- 
cerned? But tho chance, which many a gallant heart 
must have prayed for all that night m agon} of spirit, was 
allowed to pass away, and the cowardice or folly of a single 
man has entailed the slaughter of countless thousand*, and 
put to hazard the fairest dominion that c\ cr the sun shone 
upon There is no punishment great enough for such 
weakness, and we had better let it rest under the shield of 
ignominy and universal execration 

For weeks afterwards the wrecks of what had once been 
beautiful women and stalwart men straggled daily into tho 
station, adding fresh stock to the Btones of horror and 
disaster The mutilated remains of the murdered were col 
lected and decently dispo«ed of, and a sense of the propriety 
of retribution began to dawn orothe minds of the authorities 
Some of the assassins were arrested and hung, and hopes 
xverexv , m3ininiiThmr^?ii-uiAr-m niew days ample justice would 
be done on the mutineers Tidings of the outbreak were 
Bent off to the commander-m chief, who, however, could 
not to found for some tune, haring gone on a shootimr e v 
curaion amongst tho hills, and for tho neat throe weeks no 
direct intelligence of his movements was received at Calcutta 
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lie reached TJmbolla on the 18th of Mnj, with the F uropcan 
regiment from Sealhote, Dugh-*i, ntul lui««owhe, and pushed 
on to Kumatil, but halted for guns nnd carnage accommoda- 
tion Neither artillery nor beasts of burden were to bo had 
nt tho head-quarters of tho Queen’s force 1 * • 

General Ati«on had sadlj neglected his dut> as Com- 
manilcr-in-CIncf of the Bengal Army in the evil dajs that 
he bad fallen upon, but tho spirit of n bravo soldier Vos 
strong within him, nnd ho proposed to move on Delhi nt 
once, without waiting for reinforcement? Tho guns might 
follow As he thought, but it wns pointed out to him that 
there was no commissariat, no camel*, not a daj’e alloivnnco 
of provisions for troops in the field "Well! ho would supply 
his men in tho villages on tho route, nnd mahe the military 
chest serve in lieu of gomastnhs, and baggage waggon*. 
Such unwonted energy might have borne down opposition , 
but another reason for delay was urged Thcro was not n 
einglo medicine chest available that objection wns insur- 
mountable, nnd the general bowed to the mfiucnco of the 
Military Secretary. lie remained nt Ivumaul till the 27th 
of Mny, nnd then Buccumbcd to a mightier influence, dying 
of cholera after a few Lours’ illness 

On the 11th of May Mr Colvin telegraphed to Government 
that a messago bad been received at Agra, nt 9 r ar the 
preceding evening, from the mcco of the po«t-ma«tcr to tlio 
following effect — ** The cavalry have n*en, setting fire to 
their own houses, and several ofiiccrs’ houses, besides having 
lolled and wounded all European soldiers nnd officers they 
• could find near their hues ’ On the 12th, tho Lieutenant- 
Governor telegraphed that the 3rd Cavalry mutineers had 
been released, that guns were heard all the night of the 
10th nnd morning of the 1 1th A young Sepoy, with lus 
arms and a cavalry troop Iior*c, travelling down, it was be- 
lieved, to acquaint other regiments with the mutmj , had 
been arre*ted, and the Delhi road was m pos«e«sion of the 
mutineers, the villagers had risen between Meerut nnd 
Haupper The next day Sir Colvin urged that the 
troops from Persia should be ordered to Calcutta, and 
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up*cmuitry at oner. lit* #taf lint .the villager* 
l>r Ur n n Agrt and Mcmil rt»M*dl ntnl 111 -ut'I nil pt** 
fcngrns that mm of the llth nml 20t!» raiment* 
npprrhcmle«l nt AUtglmr, hut "were o!»*titntely silent a.' 
to what li»i ocrtlrmV* He mggertrd tin* u*e of Irrrgnhr 
eavnlrv in clearing On* road* in the disturbed district*. 

On the \IUli, CloVrnwirnt telegraphed to Meerut, to knorf 
what had taken place, ami on tlie rime day Mr. Colvin 
received n lettir from tint station, dated May 12th. A 
detachment of carabineers might Imre ca«ily c***ortcd a mail 
to Agra in twent) -four hour* nfirr tlie itcciirrcncc of the out- 
break, the distance l>eing only fifty-»ix miles; but neither 
the faculties of the general commanding nor tho«e of tho 
cnnimi'iioiHT of the division were cijual to meli an effort. 
On the It th ( Mr* Colt in informed Lord Canning, that lie 
had recoiled n letter from the Ling; that the town nnd fort 
of Delhi nnd his own perron were in tho lnnds of the in- 
f urgent regiments stationed there, who had joined n hundred 
of the Meerut mutineers, nnd opened the gate*. The com- 
missioner and his assistant, as well as Miss Jennings, were 
reported to be hilled. Mr. Collin recommended tlio pro- 
clamation of martial law, nnd to show the state of feeling 
nmongst the Sepojs, nWit English designs ngain»t thur 
caste, he enclosed tlie extract of a letter recoiled that day 
from the collector of Muttra, who wrote, ** I hate just heard 
what makes me doubtful of the fidelity of our Sepoy guard 
here. The subadar told one of the clerks to-day that lie 
was convinced the Government intended to take their caste, 
nnd had for that purpose mixed ground hones in their flour.” 
Scuidiah had offered tlie. services of Ins t>ody guard, nnd 
a battery of guns, which the Iiicutonnnt-Govcrnor proposed 
to accept ** for a short time only,” remarking in his message 
** ♦JMiJWjJi.-w.a. w&j 4«. vat* vr,vtk rawvt, ♦ett/ups” 

On the following day, tho 15tli of May, the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor announced that thirty Europeans had been massacred, 
that all the troops lmd fraternised nnd proclaimed the heir ap^ 
parent hmg, and were apparently organising a regular Govern- 

ment, their supposed policy being to “nunc* nU tlio adjoining 
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districts to their newly acquired kingdom ’ They were not 
likely, therefore, to abandon Delhi, and would probably 
strengthen them'elve* They had secured, perhaps, «j00,0007 
Bhurtpore and G wahor were giving us hearty aid The native 
regiments in Agra were weak in numbers*; and, said Mr 
Colvin, “ whatever their feelings may be, they are not likely 
to ri«e of themselves without any other support, "We do not, 
therefore, show distrust of them I have every confidence 
that they will all be put to rights in a few days On 
the **ame day Mr Colvin sent another menage as follows 
— - “ I liave had a very satisfactory review of the troops this 
morning I had previously ascertained, from undoubted 
authority of natives of confidence of all da sec, that a deep 
and genuine conviction, however absurd, bas seized the 
minds of the Sepoys of the army generally, that the Govern- 
ment is steadily bent on making them lo«e ca«te by handling 
impure things Men of their own creed, trusted by them, 
were sent by me into their lines, and the most distinct as 
6urances given them on the subject I spoke to the same 
effect at the parade, and the men said thi^ was all they wanted 
to be certain of I believe that under the present circnm 
stances the men are now staunch If mutineers approach in 
any force it is onr determination to move out the brigade 
and fight them "We shall go with the brigade a reinforce- 
ment of a battery of gun<«, and ^some of the Contingent 
cavalry will be here from Gwalior the morning after to- 
morrow It is mo«t earnestly recommended from the re- 
sult of present experience, that a proclamation to the army 
be at once issued by the Supreme Government, saying if it 
be B o thought fit, that the Lieutenant Governor, h orth "W est 
Province,, lias informed them that he has found a gro«s 
mi conception to be prevalent , that, being c o informed it 
at once declares to its faithful troops that it would in 
every manner respect and protect their feelings and usages 
of religion and caste, as it lias always scrapulou ly protected 
them » that it declares the notions which have got abroad on 
t! o point to be an utter delusion propagated by some dc 
signing persons to mislead good soldier* , and the army may 
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remain thoroughly satisfied tlmt no attempt udintei cr will 
be made m any w ay to hinder In the least their religious 
ntca nrnl practices Armed with n simple nnd direct ns- 
euranco of this hind, it would rapid lj , I think, quiet tho 
minds of tho troop* An inducement, too, is wanted for 
not joining tho mutineers nnd for leaving them I run m 
tho thick of it and know what is w anted I earnestly beg 


tins to strengthen me * 

Up to this da to nn npology mi) bo suggested for the 
conduct of Lord Cnnmng lie hnd been but fourteen 
months in tho country , nnd there nro powerful nnnda that 
ate clow to receive new impression* Ilia colleagues tn the 
executive, with ono exception, vv era men of ripe Indian ex- 
perience, the picked statesmen of the entire civil scmcc 
In tho Legislative Council lio bad tho advantage of tho 
nth ice of Her Majesty's judges, and they had all been 
unanimous in support of tho measures that were adopted 
To risk tho chance of being wrong in company with his 
council was a safer course than to aim at being right m 
opposition to their opinions 

But what shall we eaj of the policy which, after the receipt 
of Mr Colvin a mes*agc, still trusted the natn c army ? Blind- 
ness is no proper name for it, for there u ore sounds as well as 
eights the trumpets of alarm in the ear, as well as the hand 
writing on tho wall To^givo point to General Hcarscy'a 
opinion, that argument and remonstrance were hopcIc*s, 
two regiments had been disbanded, seven were in open re 
hellion, many others had been tampered with, nnd “a deep 
and genuine conviction had seized the minds of the Sepoys 
generally, that Government were Bteadily bent on making 
them lose caste * But Lord Canning was m no hurry to 
act nnd saw no occasion to take a gloomy view of affairs 


Lord Elphmstono telegraphed on the 17 th of May, that he 
c<mia at once despatch a steamer to Suez, which would be 
m time to catch tho French steamer of the 9th of Juuo at 
• Alexandria, and thought that an officer sent off at once in a 
swift vessel, might even overtake tho mu, that left Bombay 
on tlw 13th Tho Governor General answered that lie was 
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not desirous Qf sending to England by nn earlier opportunity 
than the mail of the 18th of May fiom Calcutta. Time was 
of course required for earnest consultation by the members of 
Government, and the result of their debberations was a com- 
munication. to the Court of Directors, dated the 19 th of May, 
giving -the first intimation of the revolt, and embodying the 
following suggestions of a remedy — (< The necessity for an 
increase of the substantial strength of the army on the 
Bengal establishment, that is to say, of the European troops 
upon this establishment, hasheen long apparent to us, hut 
the necessity of refraining from any material increase to the 
charges of the military department, in the present state of 
our finances, has prevented us hitherto from moving your 
Honourable Court in. this matter The late untoward oc- 
currences at Bcrhampore, Tort "William, Bnrrackpore, and 
Lucknow, crowned by the shocking and alarming events of 
the pa^t week at Meerut and Delhi, and taken in connection 
with tho knowledge we have lately acquired of the dan 
gerous state of feeling in the Bengal native army generally, 
strange, and, at present, unaccountable, as it is, have con- 
vinced us of the urgent necessity of not merely a positive in- 
crease of our European strength, but of a material increase m 
the proportion which our European troops bear to the natn e 
regular troops on the establishment We arc of opinion 
that the latter is now the more pressing necessity of the two 
" Wc believe that^ll tbe c e objects, political, military, and 
financial, will he immediately attained in a very material 
degree by taking advantage of the present opportunity m 
the manner u c have now the honour respectfully to propose , 
and wo see no other way in which all the same objects can 
he attained in any degree, now or prospectively We re- 
commend that the six native regiments, which are m effect 
no longer m existence, should not bo replaced, whereby the 
establishment of regular native infantry would be reduced 
to eixty-cight regiments , and that the European officers of 
these lato regiments should be used to officer three regiments 
of Europeans to be added to your establishment at this 
Presidency 
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“ Wc confidently affirm tint the Government w ill be much 
stronger in rc«pcct of nil important internal nnd external 
purposes, with three additional European regiments of tho 
established strength, tlnn it would be In embodying six 
native regiments of tho established strength, nnd we anti- 
cipate no incomemcncc in respect of minor objects, in time 
of peace nnd tranquillity, from the consequent numerical 
reduction of regular troop 1 * Indeed, the financial result of 
the measure, if earned out as we propose, will leave n con- 
siderable surplus n\ail iblc, if it should be tliougbt fit so to 
employ it, for nn augmentation of irregulars, who, for nil 
such minor object 1 *, nrc much better, ns well ns much cheaper, 
than regulars of any description * 

Wc ln\c here at least one example on tho part of Lord 
Canning of a sen^o of the fitness of tilings It w ri 8 certainly 
not worth while to send a special messenger with such a 
acrv ordinary communication ns the above As the emer- 
gency for European soldiers could wait until the Court 
of Directors had made up their minds to empower the re- 
cruiting serjeant at home to act, tho delay of n mail on 
tins sido was of jio mpment whatever The reader will now 
be at no lo a s to understand the grounds on which, when the 
news of the ontbrcnl reached England, the ministry nnd 
Mr Mangles expressed their lngli admiration of lua Lord- 
ship s firmness -and capacity When did a nobleman acquit 
himself more ably than tins GovcmoP-Gcncral, who could 
afford to take such a hopeful view of a troublesome affair ? 
When was mutiny made so pleasant to the Court of Direc- 
tors ? They would positively gam money hy it I No blame 
was imputed to them for the parsimony which had left the 
country so truly defenceless , no reproaches were directed 
against the folly wl ich had sanctioned and sent out the 
greased cartridges There are doctors who, on system, make 
the most nauseous medicine taste pleasant , and Lord Canning 
has gained their secret, though m this case, he has practised 
it to the imminent danger of his patient 
With the same dishl e to diminish the amount of human 
happiness, which dictated tho tone and substance of his 
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corre»pondenee with the Court of Directors, Lord Canning 
withheld from the people of Calcutta the intelligence of the 
Meciut and Delhi ma« a acres, which reached the newspapers 
as a mere lumour on the 14 th of May The native mer- 
chants had full particulars the day previous as a matter of 
cour e On the 15th the “ Durham ” Eaid — “We hear 
that some bad news was received from Meerut, by the Mili- 
tary Secretary to Government — the 3rd Cavalry had muti- 
nied and murdeied their officers ” “ There is also a report 
that the troops at Della have al«o n en, and, after having 
overcome the Europeans, had tal en po^e^ion of the fort 
It is to he hoped that this 13 a mere rumour, but wc have 
heard it on sufficient authority to justify publication.” 

The “Englishman” was instructed to contradict this the 
next morning, a Inch it did m the following terms — “ "We 
can authoritatively contradict the statements m j esterday’s 
‘ Hurkaru 1 that a report of tli* murder of the officers of 
the 3rd Cavalry has reached the Secretary to Government in 
the Military Department No such report has been recen ed 
Alarming reports were m circulation yesterday as to the 
state of affairs in Meerut and Delhi We published all that 
was certain, belieung there mu«t be great exaggeration m 
the rest Wc are now informed that all was tranquil at 
Meerut on the 12th instant The Cantonment and Treasury 
all n Q ht, and the troops quite ready to meet any attach 
The interruption to the communication was caused by the 
refractory troopers of the 3rd Cavalry, who had fled from 
Meerut, and their villages being on the road, they persuaded 
their friends to join them, and it is feared that some of 
their officers ltav e been hilled 

“ At Delhi there had been disturbances, and a party of the 
marauders got po» e»<ion of tlie fort, as it is called, — not 
a place of any strength Two European gentlemen have 
been murdered, but wc refrain from mentioning names till 
more po a iti\e information reaches u” ” 

Th'* same journal came out in its eicnmg edition with 
“ authentic particulars from Government ” 
w There has been a rising of «omc of the native troops at 
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Delhi, nome Europeans Imc been killed, but the names nnd 
number not known. Meerut is quiet, nml the troops arc 
ready. European regiments nre on the march from the 
lulls." 

The admission on the 10th of May, that "there had been 
disturbances nt Delhi,’’ and tlio statement, that the losses at 
Meerut were tlio work of thoso men of the 3rd Cavalry 
who had fled from that place, rends oddly enough, when wo 
call to miml that Lord Canning knew, nt the time ho al- 
lowed this information to be furnished, that six thousand men 
had revolted nnd proclaimed a king. The concealment of 
intelligence grew after wards into a habit, nnd gave the 
natives a handle for inculcating all kinds of false rumours. 
"When these {mentions were met by denial on the part of 
Europeans, the Bengalee would reply, "Tlio Government 
know tlmt what wo say is true, only they don’t chooso to 
make the thing public.” Clio rejoiuder was always felt 
to bo unanswerable, for tlio authorities lind solo control of 
the telegraph, and daily experience showed how unwilling 
they were that the wliolo truth should bo known by their 
countrymen. It was not long after the outbreak of insurrec- 
tion, that the English population, having to choose only 
between the talcs of tbo bazar and the bulletins of Govern- 
ment, gave tlio largest credence to tbo former. 
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TO ODT IE, 1 FIN rOnCEM ENTS AS All ADLE rL^OUrCES • — FA 

CILITT OF RELIEVING CAWMORC AND LUCKNOW — JUNO BA- 
XIADOr AND Tnc GnOOQKAS 

Amongst the causes of tho mutiny should be ranked, as well, 
the notorious weakness of our means of defence at tho outset, 
and tho ea«e with which revenge and plunder were to be 
obtained at the subsequent stngfes of tho rovolt On the 10th 
of May, there was not a single Euiopean soldier at Delhi, 
Allahabad, or Cawnpore Benares was hurriedly reinforced 
by a company and a half of the 10th, and General 'Wheeler 
obtained the *ud of two companies of the 32nd from 
Lucknow, which he sent back again on the arrival at 
Cawnpore of a detachment of the 84th At army head- 
quarters, ns we have seen, thero were neither commissariat 
nor medical stores At Meerut, on the 18th of Maj, the 
commanding officer reported that the reinforcement for the 
army of Delhi must stand fast for tho want of carnage 
At Allahabad there were guns in abundance, but no men 
to work them , Benares was wholly without fortifications, 
and had only half a bullock battery, Barrackpore had to 
depend upon sailors to man the six guns sent up there from 
Ctdcutta, when the safety of the capital was threatened 
Often, during the months of June and July, were the 
English prompted to thank their stars that tho rebels had 
neither a leader nor a plan of action, hut blundered almost 
as much as the Supreme Goa eminent , for, had it been other- 
wise, every living soul m Bengal would have perished, or 
been forced to abandon the conntry 
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If i\c admit tint Lonl Canning, after a residence of fourteen 
months in the country * couhl not he expected to detect the 
Kigns of weakness, which nil men now unite m deploring, 
nnd tint tho warnings of General Ilcnrecy, and the oc- 
currences in tho 10th nnd 31th regiment* were not gnne 
enough to induce fears for the safety of the empire, the 
question of competency on tho part of tho Indian Govern- 
ment, is restricted to n single inquiry — Did the Gotemor- 
Gtncral use nil possible exertions to obtain more troops, 
and make the bcH use of them when they armed ? 

r lho first portion of tlio query must be answered in the 
nfiirmatn c No means w ere lift untried to collect reinforce- 
ments of English soldiers from the aarioiJS stations in the 
Indian and China seas , but the credit of suggesting such a igor- 
ous measures, must not be allowed to rest with the Calcutta 
authorities, to whom it has hitherto been assigned On tho 
13th of May, Mr CoHm telegraphed to Lord Canning as 
follows — 

f ‘It will, no doubt, Jme been already thought of, but I 
cannot do harm in suggesting that the force returning from 
tlio Persian Gulf, or n considerable portion of it, be sum- 
moned m straight to Calcutta, nnd thence sent up the coun- 
try Necessarily it will give a pow erful moi able force free 
fiom local influences, -and have an excellent effect in showing 
that the Government has large means, independent of the 
usual army here * 

On the lGth, Sir Ilenry Lawrence telegraphed from 
Lucknow — “ All is quiet here, but affairs are critical , get 
every European you can from China, Ceylon, and elsewhere, 
also, all the Ghooikas from the hills, time is everything’ 

Lord Elphinstone offered, on the 17 th, a regiment of 
Beloocheea, and the 1st Bombay Europeans, both of which 


were accepted On the same date Sir John Lawrence prt>- 
posed to embody 5000 men from the corps of Police and 
Guides in the Punjaub, and to raise 1000 more, if necessary, 
loth of which suggestions too adopted Tho message of 

to G°™-nor of Bombay a, as dated 
May 16th, and is as follows — 
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“ Two of three European regiments which are return- 
ing from Persia are urgently wanted in Bengal. If they arc 
sent from Bombay to Kurrachee, will they find conveyance 
up the Indus ? Are they coming from Bu-hire, in steam or 
sailing transports? Let me know, immediately, whether 
General Ashburnham is going to Madras.” 

On the 17th the Governor-General a-hed Lord Elphin- 
stone if he could send a steamer to Guile, to bring troops 
from thence to Calcutta; and the Furihcrs at Madras, were 
call ed for on the 16th of May, after the receipt of the mes- 
sage from Sir Henry Lawrence. Wc have thus the whole of 
the reinforcements accounted for, and in no single in-tancc 
is the merit of having called them to Bengal to be ascribed 
to the Supreme Government. 

The question of the wLc employment of means is equally 
capable of solution. 

At the outbreak of the mutiny, there were in Calcutta, 
and the adjoining stations of Dum Bum and Barraclcporc, 
two regiments of European infantry, the 53rd and 84th, 
mu'tcnng about 1700 effective men. TliC'-e, with the 10th 
at D’mapore, and a company of artillery in Fort "William, 
compri e cd the whole English force between the capital and 
Agra, 000 miles distant. The native corps consisted of the 
2nd Grenadiers, 43rd and 70tli N. I., the Calcutta mihtia, 
and the remnant of the 34th, in all 4000 men, stationed 
within tlic limits of the Presidency divirion. At Berliam- 
pore, there was the G3nl X.I ; at Dimporo, the 7th, Sth, 
and -lOtli, together with a regiment of irregular cavalrv. 
Bcnarc* was occupied by the 37th, and the Loodianah rcg»* 
ment of Sihh«. The Gth were at Allahabad ; the G5th at 
Ghaacpore, the 2nd Cavalry, 1st and 53rd X.I. at Cawnporo. 
The total available force of Europeans throughout this 
great extent of country, was not more than 2700, cgnm*t 
1 (,000 native troops; va*t odds as seen upon paper, but not 
sufficient to alarm a tran of energy and decision as to the 
remit of a struggle for the ma«tery. 

A thousand Kn~h‘h volunteer infantry, 100 caraln, and 
1500 radar*, were at the dx«pofal of Government a week 
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alter the molt became hnowfl Itonlj needed tlic utlcrancc 
of a few words of onltnnrj b} mpalh} and encouragement, to 
draw out the entire nvnil iblo European population , no great 
jnco to paj for imcli pcmcfi ns tiny were aide and willing 
to i erform , hut umall ns was the estimated cost, Lord Can- 
ning grudged it It was not until the 12th of June tint lie 
consented to the enrolment of a volunteer corps, and only 
then, nftcr much misgiving ns to the propriety of showing 
ppccia\ favour to nti> paTlicwVvr cWs wf pwpwVAvcw 
Tlic U"Q that might lmc been made of Bitch auxiliaries was 
pointed out at the time with sufficient clearness, but, at tins 
moment, vve can bco that it would leave been literally inv d li- 
able 

The waters of the Ganges do not rise until the latter end 
of June, and it would have been scarcely advisable to pu°h 
troops up b) that route, bo long ns there was n prospect tli it 
the ves els might get aground Tlic railway and the road 
offered tlic greatest facilities for the transit of men, guns, 
nnd stores , nnil both were in the best condition The line 
was opened to BanecgungC, a distance of 120 miles from 
Calcutta, nnd up to that point there was no difficult} in 
sending a couple of regiments by a single train ‘Whilst 
the volunteers were learning 1 °wr to load and fire, and tlic 
merchant seaman were being instructed in the use of 
artillery, Government might have placed on the road fr< m 
the terminus to Cawnpore a line of stations for horses and 
bullocks at intervals of five miles, guarded, if necessary, by 
posts of armed men , the studs at Buxar and Gliazceporc, 
the streets and the course of Calcutta, could have supplied 
any number of horses There were 1 GOO siege bullocks at 
Allahabad and 600 at Cawnpore , carnages and commissariat 
stores of all kinds might have been collected for the use 
of a division with Beven days hard work v imdhnd Govern 
ment only consented to do just a fortnight beforehand what 
they were coerced to do on the 14th of June, they mmht 
have had on the first day of that month, a force of 2000 
Europeans at Itaneegunge, fully equipped with guns and 
stores the infantry capable of being pushed on at the rate 
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Europeans at Cnwnporo in le«s than twcntj-five day* 31> e 
Government tlawk and the dawk companies aro full} en- 
gaged in ranging a companj of the 84th to Benarc*, at the 
rate of eighteen men a di} The entire regiment of the 
Fusiliers, about 900 strong, cannot be expected at Benares 
m less than nineteen or twent) da)?” The plea of im- 
possibility was not to be gauwnid, and hence it occurred 
that General Havelock started from Allahabad the da) after 
the death of Sir llcnr) Lawrence, twice essayed to relieve 
Lucknow , and twice returned, unable, from numerical weak- 
ness, to accomplish tho object But the success obtained 
satisfied the minds of the authorities Every petty detach- 
ment reached its destination Benares was saved by a re- 
inforcement of fort) men, Allalnbad had been preserved 
by eeventy dcca)cd European gunners The people at 
home would overlook the neglect of prevention, when they 
beard of the rapidity of tho cure , the chance of a relapse not 
being taken into consideration 

Each of the large towns enumerated are situated on the 
banks of the Ganges or Jumna, the former stream being 
navigable at all seasons for vessels of light draught as far as 
Dinaporc There were hundreds of cargo boats at Calcutta, 
which, furnished with mat roofs and partially decl cd over, 
would have earned each a large gun, and the men to work 
it Steamers, of winch there were numbers a\ ailablc, would 
have towed them to Dinapore, where they might 1 ave w aitcd 
till the rivers rose, and then, either by 6ailmg and rowing, 
or tugged by steam, they could have got up to the walls of 
Delhi If it were thought advisable to ascend the Tumna 
in the first of the rains, the armament and Btores could have 
been transferred to boats built expressly for the navigation, 
which are always to be found waiting at Benares and Gha 
zepore fox their upward cargoes at that season of the year 
These vessels long, low, and heavily built, carry forty tons 
on a draught of eighteen inches, and are admirably fitted 
to serve as gun boats The notion of tal ing advantage of 
the facilities afforded by steamers and small armed vessels 
for attacking towns situated on the banks of navigable 
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m cr>, appears to have been suggested in an official wav to 
I/ord Canning early in August, when it was settled tbit 
Captain Peel should ascend the Ganges with a force of men 
and guns ; but there were difficulties in the way which re- 
quired long deliberation, and Captain Peel started when it 
was too late in the season, and hence had to relinquish the 
main object of the enterprise. There is an old maxim which 
recommends that you should never put furth your hand, 
without being sure tint you can draw it back again. The 
Indian Government appear to value the advice, and always 
1o lmc acted upon it. 
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lc«s exposure waited upon them till they got clear of Cal- 
cutta. 

The 5th ami flOth arrived cirlj m *T til v , and two Madras 
regiments in August, jet Lucknow was not relieved, hut 
onK strengthened on the 20th of October The elements 
of a force, with which a jNnpicr would have undertaken to 
traverse the length and breadth of the land, were scattered 
o\er the countrj, shattered in brilliant but useless actions, 
worn down bj incessant toil, or decimated b\ disease and 
lack of sustenance and skelter God’s curse lies heat) 
on tbc nations when it takes the form of pestilence or 
famine, but it is never, perhaps, so deadly and terrible as 
when, in tunc of trial, it visits tho people with a Govern- 
ment such ns tlmt which is presided over bj Vi«count 
Canning 

But there was still another means of saving the brave and 
helpless of Cawnpore and Lucknow , apart from the march 
of Europeans to their aid At the outbreak of the mutiny, 
.Tung Bahador, the virtual ruler of IScpaul, offered the use 
of his army, and the services of 3000 were accepted The 
best men of the Ncpaulese forces were picked out for the 
expedition, and the daring little Glioorkas, elated to the 
highest pitch at the prospect of fighting by the side of the 
English, anil plundering the hoards of the hated Sepoys, 
came down from their hills by forced marches, and expected 
to be in Oude about the 15th of June Though the prime 
troops of Hepaul, they were the ugliest and dirtiest of 
warriors, not much amenable to discipline, nor fond of 
temperance m eating or drinking , but the Sikh, who cares 
nothing for Brahmin and Mussulman, «hnnl s with dismay 
from a conflict with the Ghoorka They w ere a match m 
this case for more than 10,000 Sepoys, and had they been 
tra. S«b Has srj lAtum-t xrt Lucknow, lie 
would bare raised the siege in twenty-four hours after their 
arrival and then, clearing a road to the Ganges, have crossed 
over to Cawnpore and liberated Sir Hugh Wheeler But 
the Might of Calcutta was upon nil concerned When tho 
Ghoorl as had passed through the deadly jungle that surrounds 
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flic base of their liUN, Jung Bahador received a despatch 
from Lord Canning, requesting tint they might he recalled, 
ns their services could be dispensed with. The) w ent bach 
to Kntmandoo, heavy-hearted, and suffering greatly from 
«?ichne»5 which brohe out amongst them on their return 
march ; but had scarce reached the Capital, when another 
despatch came from Lord Canning, ashing Jung Bahador to 
send them back again toOude, where they were now wanted. 
They left Kntmandoo for the second time on the 29th of 
June, two dajs after the massacre at Cawnpore ; and only 
arrived in the British territory’, much reduced by di-cosc and 
death, when Sit Uenry Lawrence had been dead for a fort- 
night. There arc widows and orphans who fiaic more need 
to compliin than Jung Bahador; hut that chieftain con- 
siders that lie has been ill n°ed in the matter; and writing 
to his friend, Mr. Hodgson, late of the Bengal Civil Sen ice, 
a narrative of the nffiir, he wound up with the exclamation, 
“ You see how I am treated. How do yon expect to keep 
India with such rulers as tbc-*c?* t 
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CAVTLUt A\D COMMTIOV OF TIIF CITV 

"NVe left the Meerut mutineers on tlic niglit of the IOtli of 
IMay, encamped on the road to Delhi 'I he) made good mo 
of their time, performing the distance, tlnrtj^ix imle», before 
noon the following day. They met 6cvcrvl Luropcans on 
the road travelling m dawk carriage*, who were of course 
slaughtered , and then hastening into the cit) » the rebels set 
about their separate ta-»hs of seducing the men of the regi- 
ments stationed there, calling out the tine* cs to j lundcr, and 
murdering every European that could be laid hold of 
Riding funou«lj through the cantonment, the men of the 
3rd cav airy sought everywhere for the officers, m who«e 
faces they discharged their pistols with shouts of savage 
triumph The city was full of munitions of W ar , though, 
with a blind reliance upon destiny, for which our race have 
only the excuse that they believe in the Providence which 
watches over fools and madmen, no Europeans have been 
stationed in Delhi for many years 

The arsenal contained three siege trains and vast stores of 
warlike material, the lo«s of which has been felt severely by 
the troops of the avenging army, but the rebels were not 
permitted to leap all the benefits of Government supinenes* 
The magazine held a Test quantity of powder and warlike 
stores, and they hastened to at m the hope of a speedy 
capture , hut Its little garrison of nine men were of the true 
English mould, and the rebels obtained nothing ,n the end 
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of ihn pile anil the magazine in its viamt)» there wctc two 
fi-poundcrs so placed tint cither would command the gate and 
n email bastion in its a icmit j . "U itlnn sixts j arils of the ^atc 
nml in front of the ofhcc, nml commanding two cro a * roul^ 
were three 6-pmindcrs nml one 21-pounder howitzer, which 
could he «o managed ns to net upon nny part of the magazine 
in that neighbourhood After nil tlic-o guns and howitzers 

had been placed in the ecxcral po«ition9 above named, they 

were loaded with double charges of grape The next step 
taken was to place nrnis in the hands of the native establish* 
ment, which the) most reluctantly received, and appeared to 
he in n state not only of excitement, hut nl^o of in«ubordina- 
tion, ns the> Teluscd to obey an) orders issued b) the 
Luropenns, pnrticularl) tho Mussulman portion of tlio csta 
bh^hment After the nbovc arrangements had been made, a 
train was laid by conductors Bucl ley, Scully, nml Serjeant 
Stewart, ready to be fired b) n preconcerted signal, which 
w as that of conductor Buckley raising his bat from lus head, 
on the order being given b) Lieutenant "Willoughby The 
train was fired bj conductor Scully, but not until such time 
as the last round from the howitzers had been fired So 
soon as the abo\ c arrangements had been made, guards from 
the palace came and demanded the po=«es a ion of the maga- 
zine in the name of the King of Delhi, to which no«Teply 


was given 

* Immediately after thi*, the subadai of the guard on duty 
at the magazine informed Lieutenant Willoughby and me, 
that the King of Delhi had sent down word to the mutineers 
that he would without delay send scaling ladders from the 
palace for the purpose of scaling the walls, and w Inch shortly 
after arrived On the ladders being erec f ed against the wall, 
the whole of our native establishment deserted us by climb- 
lng up the sloped sheds on the inside of the magazine, and 
descending the ladders on the outside, after which the enemy 
appeared in great numbers on the top of the walls, and on 
" , "e lept up an incessant fire of grape, every round of 
which told well, as long as a single round remained Pre- 
vious to the natives de.ertmg ns, they hid the priming 
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camped near the city of Delhi, and, making his way into the 
palace, found there the representative of the royal house of 
Timor, in the person of an aged man, poor, helpless, and 
blind, the plaything of fortune, the prize by turns of nume- 
rous adventurers His ancestors had by the law of force at 
one time acquired the dominion of all India, and the mle 
which had raised them to the pinnacle of greatness had sunk 
him to the lowest depths of abasement He had lived to see 
the dominions over which he had himself reigned, the prize 
of successive conquerors, his wealth scattered, his wives dis- 
honoured, and had reached the climax of human misery, when 
a brutal soldier scooped his eyes out with a dagger, and left 
lnm without the hope of better days The English general 
seated him again in the chair of royalty, anil, in leturn for a 
parchment gift of the countries which he had won and in 
tended to keep by the sword, allotted to him the first rank in 
the long line of mockery kings that once reigned, but now 
who merely hi e in India. In public and private, the Pad- 
shah, as he 13 called, received the signs of homage winch were 
considered to belong to Ins pre-eminent station He has 
never forgi\en the English since a Governor-General insisted 
upon having a chair m his presence, and, until recently, the 
agent of the latter, when vouchsafed the honour of an audi- 
ence, addressed him with folded hands, in the attitude of 
supplication He never received letters, only petitions , and 
conferred an exalted favour on the Government of British 
India by accepting a monthly present of 80,000 rupees 
Merely as a mark of excessive condescension, ho tacitly 
sanctioned all our acts, withdrew his royal approbation from 
each and all of our natne enemies, and fired ealutca upon 
every occasion of a victory achieved by our troops Hitherto, 
it would have been impossible to have found a royal ally 
TOnra cauxteausly dugnwvl, sad, art W.vtat, it never entered 
the brain of the most suspicious diplomatist, that the treaties 
between tl.c Great Mogul and (bo Honourable Contponj 
•were m anj dinger of being vtolatcd bj II, s Mojcstt To 
snecpnwns the hou<c of Tanrcrlanc at ould not hate added 
one jot to oor power Onf.dc the trails of bit palace, the 



CTMP VII. A rOIAX. TKEsEEVE THAT ITAXTEJD THIVMNG *>3 


King of Delhi, n~ he was termed, had no more authority t! an 
the meanest of tho_e whom he had been taught to comder 
his born v*u c aL , bnt wi thin that enclomre, his will was fate, 
and there were 12,000 jKx~on» who lived subject to it. The 
universal voice of society ascribed to this population the 
habitual practice -of crimes of which the very exigence is 
unknown at home, except to the few who form the core of 
the corrupt cinluation of jrrcat cities Its princes lived 
without dignitv, and its female an tocracv contnved to exi't 
without honour The physical tvpe of manhood was debased, 
whiH the intellectual qualifications of both «exes, with one 
o* - two exceptions, did not reach even the Mahomedan stan- 
dard of ment, perhaps the lowest m the °cale of modern 
homanitv 

But a “ Light of the "World n could not cn*t even in the e 
dnvs without expenenemg earthly troubles. His Majesty 
liad no fear of Mahratta dagger*, and his pension was paid 
far more punctually than were the revenues of his ancestor*. 
Domestic troubles were more burdensome, perlap?, to Ins 
effulgent shoulders than would be the cares of the um\er«e, 
and there were no les* than 1200 little li c ht which radiated 
upon him from all parts of Hmdo*tan, and required a g~cat 
deal of oil to keep them burning It wa no uncommon thing 
for ore of this celestial race to be obliged to live oa fift} 
shillings a month, but m no case did he forget the dignitv 
of Ins birth- A Musmlman t« obi ged to '"tile a dowry 
upon 1 H wife, an 1 a member of the Soolafun never endows 
1 cr with 1c s than 50 OOOL Their «olc occupation wa. C n- 
fned to j laving cn the Indian lute, and singing the King s 
verges. Too j roud to work with their hands, too ignorant to 
be useful with tl cir heads, they would hate been content to 
continue for generations to come in their late m j erable con- 
diti a — • forlorn mortal*, emptx abkc in pocket and stomach, 
in 1 cart and bnun and cor«cious onlv of the po*«es<ion of 
tin a sf cd aj pcti e« Tl e evil ha 1 no* escaped the no ice of 
Government, wj o felt tliat thev mu. t | nil down the nc«t, if 
t^er would have 0 c voung brood fir al -o-iL When tl e 
t tie of th" la c be u* apparent was reo'‘gnt*ed, it was arranged 
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that, on the death of the late occupant of the musnud, 
the palace should he evacuated, and the fimily residence 
fixed at what is now the King's country scat, situated about 
twelve miles from Delhi His Majesty consented to the 
terms with much reluctance, and, his son dying before him, 
perhaps be felt morally released from the bond Ho has 
lnd his own little quairels with bis despised protectors on 
the usual score of accounts, but it is likely that all out- 
standing claims fiom the lltb May last wall find speedy 
adjustment 

In spite of the utter subjection in winch the Padshah 
li\cd for well nigh a hundred 3 cars, the Mussulmans still 
continued to regard lnm as being the fountain of honour, 
the rightful monarch of Hmdostan This belief is casdy 
accounted for, since, with the exception of the Princes of 
Rajpootana and a few insignificant rajahs, there are no 
dynasties which can lay claim to a much gi eater antiquity 
than that of the British rule in the East, whilst again there 
is hardly a single monarch who has not at some time sworn 
fealty to the house of Tamerlane, and received miestifuio 
at its hands The Mogul is the only person to whom the 
Mahomedans can look up as their natural head The founders 
of the royal houses of the Deccan, Carnatic, and Oude, of 
Ilolhar and Scindnli, were the deputies and servants of lus 
ancestors His dvvme right to universal dominion still exjsts , 
only in the East, as elsewhere, Toryism, however sincere, is 
seldom able to bring the law and the fact into complete 
harmony Nothing was more natural than the proclamation 
by Mussulmans of the Delhi Baj when they fancied they 
saw n chance of throwing off the English yoke , but a rebel- 
lion requires something more than a name to make it suc- 
cessful, and the adherents of the new rulers have not failed 
to recognise the fact. They used the King of Oude as they 
h-ne used the credulous Hindoo The deposed prince lias 
vast hoards of money, and unbounded influence amongst the 
Sepoys, and hence, when it became possible to employ the 
pretensions of the Padshah, the wrongs of the King of Oude, 
and the superstition of the Hindoos, a confederacy was 
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created, the strength of which we Ime scarcely jet ascer- 
tained. Meanwhile the King of the Sepoy s’ choice Ini 
shown hini'clf worthy of his Tartar progenitor*. At mi 
early date of the mutinies ho cau*ed letters to he sent to 
aarioua regiments requesting them to scire the treasuries 
and loot all they could find, bringing, in cicry ease, the 
plunder to his royal recoiling hou«c. Ta>our and twenty - 
fuur ‘hillings per month would reward the obedient Sej>oj ; 
puni-hment sure, but not specified, was to overtake him who 
elected to remain honest. Some of Ilia Majesty's ancestors 
were emphatically the greatest thieves in the world, and 
their de-ccndant has availed him«clf of this the only oppor- 
tunity he has had of pursuing the family v oeation. 

The complicity of the Sepoy King of Delhi in the rebel- 
lion was evident from the first moment of alarm. The 
corps that commenced the revolt were Mussulmans almost 
to a man ; and the place of their destination, with the nature 
of the welcome that would be given to them, was not for on 
in«tant in doubt. They made for tho palace at once on 
entering the city, the King having it in his power to shut the 
gates against them, without any danger to his own j clonal 
household. The mutineers would not liavc dared to shed 
blood within those sacred precincts w ithout his previous au- 
thority to do so ; and had he cho-cn to give shelter to the help- 
Ic-s fugitives who implored his protection, not n finger would 
lme been lifted ngam~t them. It rested with him to gne the 
word which would have converted the revolt to a mere strife 
between men of oppo-ing races, — Sepoy against European, 
Mussulman and Brahmin against Christianity and civilisa- 
tion , hut the descendant of Tamerlane inherited the ancestral 
thu>t for blood, and thought, perhaps, like a chief of pirates, 
it was necessary to make forgiveness hopeless. Ladies and 
others who had sought shelter in the palace were dragged 
before him, their captors asking what should be done with 
them. The royal answer, “ Do what you like to them,” was 
of cour«e a ecntence of death; and the brief reign of tlie 
heir apparent, whom bis majesty gave them as a sovereign, 
was inaugurated with the blood of Engh li women and 
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chiHrcn vvho*c lives bail wrought Jmn tio liurtn, nml v?Jto*c 
dentil could jicld linn no profit Lnltr still the ln«l«f * ,c 
fire at Moguls i**3nct\ n decree of extermination ngninst the 
Sil hi ns Mill ns the hated Fcnnglico, and in both eve* 
committed Mint politicians ray is womc linn monl guilt, - ' 
n deplorable 1 binder 1 or cv crj drop nf the innocent blood 
epilt nt Delhi nml elsewhere n tide has poured from the 
veins of Ins adherent*, nnd the net of II M 5th Fusiliers, 
who scratched n crucifix on their hajonct*, nnd, hiding the 
weapon, rvvorc to vrn«li out the mark in the hearts’ hlood of 
the rebels, onl) embodied the feelings of every man 
Briti«h extraction To win back our lo**c« nnd vindicate 
our ancient reputation, were fi.lt to be but email matter* 
The cry wnv for vengeance, full nml comi letc, nnd nothing 
short of that Mill satmf) our countrjmcn 

Ivarrativcs of vvliat took place after tho mutineers got 
possession of Delhi have been furnished by nativo writers, 
whose habit of chronicling minute facta gives great "value 
to their descriptions of passing events lie snl join trans- 
lations of two Hindoo letters, winch throw great light upon 
the state of feeling in the city at the time of the revolt, 
nnd show how little reason there is to su-pcct that the com 
mcrcial and trading classes had an} thing to do with it Hie 
extract now given is from a communication to the Rajah of 
Jheend by Ins newswnter m Delhi, dated May 17th, six 
days after the arrival of the mutineers — 

“On the lGth Ramzan, on Sunday, eighty-five eowara of 
the cavalry were sentenced to imprisonment at Meerut. Tho 
regiments proceeded to the gaol, and released the prisoners, 
and took them away, slaying the European sentries they 
then set fire to the houses m the lines, and slew old and 
young Some 300 Europeans and nativ cs were killed m the 
conflict, some cavalry and a regiment of infantry have 
arrived at Delhi Mr Tracer and some other gentlemen 
went w ith some sowars to quell the disturbance the cavalry 
attacked ami killed all the Europeans, and then went down 
to cantonments nnd burnt the artillery and mfantry lines, 
and this blackguards of tho city looted the shops In the 
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afternoon the sowars offered their services to the King, and 
•’aid they would place him on the throne, and that he should 
take the opportunity, and give up to them Ins guns and 
magazine What they required, lie did He promised, and 
gave up lus son to them They attacked tho Government 
magazine, when they knocked down the wall of the maga- 
zine, which caused much injury to the people There were 
many Europeans killed, in short, only tho«c of tho English 
who concealed them«clv es escaped, hut none others The 
Kmg has appointed, one Mcer Nawnb as kotvral The whole 
place is in disturbance The King has sent his 60 n to inspire 
confidence, but the iU-di«posed arc plundering everywhere 
lhe King has encamped outride the city with six regiments, 
he is old The officials are tho«e of a worn-out govern- 
ment The Jahgeerdor*, in deference to the English, have 
not girded their loin* There are no arrangements for any 
provision, much less for anything cl c The Sepoys are 
ready to give their lives, and to take the lives of others To 
day, Wednesday, some fifty odd Europeans who lnd secreted 
themselves were killed They are hunting for more, and if 
any "be found they w ill he killed If they have escaped, so 
much the better It is like the atrocities of Nadir Shah 
On Tuesday, the King rode through the city, and encouraged 
the people to throw open their shops , hut the people would 
not be comforted, many shops have been dcseitcd lhe 
will ation of fifty three y cars has been destroyed in three 
hours , good men have been plundered, scoundrels enriched 
A regiment has come from Allygurh, they have not spared 
their officers Three regiments and one battery of artillery 
of Delhi, two regiments and 500 troops from Meerut, and a 
i egiment from Allygurh, are now in Delhi All the maga- 
zine Yra* ’oeen pViceCi xn flue iurt The hcrug 
different principal men of Delhi to make arrangements, 
they have pleaded sicl»nc«s and mcomi etency, and sowars 
have been despatched to Utwur and Jaipoor It remains to 
he «ecn what will come of it The Delhi people have fallen 
into difficulties God swill be done This Ins been com 
po ed with care, and in a spirit of loyalty The state of tl e 
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people is not to bo described They ere alive, but they 
despair of their lues There is no cure for such o curse 
The Sepoys are without a leader ” 

The story of the second eye-witness is even more circum- 
stantial, the writer having had opportunities of witnessing 
all that occurred in the place from the commencement of 
the outbreak 

« On the morning of the 11th instant we were proceeding 
in abliylee from Delhi to Mussoone, and after w e had crossed 
the bridge of boats and lnd proceeded 200 yards, we ucre 
met by eighteen troopers, with drawn swords , they asked 
us who we were? We replied, * Pilgrims piocecding to 
Hurdwar * They desired us to turn back to Delhi, or they 
would murder ua , wo accordingly returned On arriving at 
the bridge of boats, tbe troopers plundered the toll cheat , 
and a regiment of Sepoys crossed tlie bridge and cnteiedthc 
city, after having killed a European whom they met on tbe 
bridge The regiment had crossed, hut the troopers were 
on the other side of the river, when the boatmen broke the 
bridge , tbe troopers crossed tlie river on horseback, and 
entered the city by the Delhi gate, and cantered up to the 
XJngoorce Baugh (under the palace), to murder the * Burra 
Saheb ’ The 1 otwal, on hearing of this, sent word to Mr 
Simon rrnscr, the commissioner, who immediately oidered 
the records of his office to be removed into the city , and, 
getting into a buggy, with a double-barrelled gun loaded, with 
two orderly horsemen, proceeded towards the mutineers 
Tlie troopers advanced upon him , Mr Eraser fired, and shot 
one dead through the head, and with tlie second barrel killed 


a trooper’s horse , he then got out of the buggy, and entered 
the palace at the * Summon Boorj,’ closing the gate, and 
proceeded to the Lahore gate of the palace, and there called 
tmt \o iW srdWiar on duty to close the gate (i c. the 
palace-guard gate), which ho immediately did A trooper 
then rode up and called out to the subadar to open the gate 
lie a«hcd ‘ IV ho are you?’ and on his replying ‘Be are 
troopers from Meerut,’ the subadar observed, ‘‘Where arc the 
other troopers?' The man rcplted, ‘InUroBngoorcoBtugl.,’ 
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when tlio subadar tlc'irctl tlie trooper* to bring them all, 
that lie would open tho gate, and on their arrital did so, 
when all the troopers entered the palace 
“ Mr Simon Eraser and Captain Douglas, the com 
mandant of the Palace Guards, called out to the subadar 
* What treachery is tins ? Desire j our men to load ’ (an entire 
company, if not more, was on duty at the palace-guard 
gato) Tho subadar abused tho commissioner, desiring him 
to go awaj , on hearing which both Mr Eraser and Captain 
Douglas left the quarter*, and ran towards tho interior 
of the palace, and were pursued by the troopers, one of 
whom fired a pistol at Mr Frwer, on which he staggered 
and leant against a wall, when another trooper went up, and 
with a sword severed hi3 head from his body at a single 
blow, and aho m a similar manner hilled Captain Douglas, 
the commandant of the palace, and then proceeded to tho 
1 inga hall of audience, wlicro they hilled two more 
Europeans, and then proceeded to Darrecougungc, and set 
fire to all the houses there Another regiment of Sepoys 
arrived into the city, and desired all tho hudmashes to 
plunder the homes, since they (the mutineers) comidcrcd it 
‘ huram,’ and w ould not condescend to touch the booty them 
selves Tho troopers then murdered five gentlemen and 
three ladies in Durrceougunge, and the remainder took 
shelter in the Kishungur Raja s house They then came to 
the Delhi banh set fire to it, and hilled five gentlemen, 
they then went up to the hotwalee, desiring the hudmashes 
to commence plundering on hearing which the hotwal 
absconded, and took no steps to protect the people, and e\cn 
allowed the hotwalee to be plundered The mutineers 
then came to the late Col Skinners home, which they did 
not touch, but set fire to all the houses in the vicinity of the 
church, killing all the gentlemen, ladies, and children therein 
“ After this five troopers galloped to the cantonments, and 
on their approach all the Sepoys set fire to their officers’ 
house 1 ’, murdering all the gentlemen, ladies, and children 
they could find in cantonments, the remainder of the 
troopers proceeded to the magazine in the city On the r 
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approach four officers were Btamhng before the magazine 
gate, •which they closed, and from inside fired two shots at 
the troopers, and then set fire to the magazine all the four 
officers, and upwards of a thousand men of the city, were 
blown up With the magazine lwo regiments from the 
"Dcfin cantonments joined, the mutineers at the Delhi kot- 
walec, and commenced plundering the city The two Delhi 
regiments then went and encamped near the Ellcnborough 
tank before the palace A guard was sent to the Kis- 
hunghui Raja’s house, on suspicion of his hai mg gn en refug© 
to Eulopeans Upwards of thirty-four Europeans (men, 
women, and children) were concealed m the house The muti- 
neers set fire to the house, and it kept burning all day and 
night , hut the Europeans were safe m the * tj Uliana ’ The 
next morning the troopers brought *two guns from the ma- 
gazine, and kept firing at the house all day, but without 
effect. They then, took to plundering the city m cacry 
direction The late Colonel Skinnci a house, v, luck the 


mutineers did not touch, was regularly plundered by the 
scamps of Delhi On the 13th, the mutineers again attacked 
the Europeans that had taken shelter in the liisliunghur 
Raja’s house Tlic Europeans commenced to fire, and shot 


thirty of the mutineers, but on their ammunition and eup 
p\\es being out, thirty Europeans came out, and four ie- 
mamed m the * tykhana ’ The heir apparent now rode up 
to the house, and begged the mutineers u ould deliver them 
-into lus custody, and that he would take caie of them , 
however, paying no attention to what he said, they put al! 
the Europeans to death itfr George Skinner, his wife, and 
children had taken refuge in the palace , spies gave infor- 
mation , they were seized, taken to the kotwalcc, and there 
most cruelly put to death Dr Ghimmun Lall, the sub- 
assistant surgeon, "as also killed at the dispensary lor 
tl.no diys the dead bodies wcie not remoicd, and on the 
fourth day the mutineers caused them all to be throw,, into 
the tin cr 


“ The mutineers then a. heel the 1 in" 
tno months’ pay or their daily rations 


cither to gi\ c them 
iho king sum- 


moned all the shroff* and malnjuns, telling them if thej 
did not meet the demands of the mutineer, they would all 
be murdered, on which the shroffs agreed to give them 
dill rotee for twenty da) , adding they could not afford more 
The mutineers replied, f We have determined to die, liow can 
we eat dall rotee for the tew days we lme to live m this 
world 9 * "Whereupon the king ordered four anna* a day 
The mutineers have placed two guns on each gate m the 
city, and have brought a thousand maunds of gunpowder 
from the cantonment magazine, and have taken po«®es*ion of 
all the shot and ®hell in the city magazine Supplies have 
been stopped, and everything becoming exceedingly dear, 
viz attah thirteen seers, wheat eighteen seers, ghee one and 
a half seer®, &c AH the neighbouring villages are up and 
plundering the king has accordingly burnt five Goojur vil- 
lage's The lato Col Skinner’s hou®e at Bahspore lias al«o 
been plundered After plundering Delhi, 200 troopers 
proceeded to Goorgaon, and «et fire to the hou e®, murdered 
the collector, and plundered the treasury, bringing away 
7 lakhs 84 thousand Tupees , and, with the Delhi treasury, 
the mutineers have in their po c®®ion 21 lakhs 84 thou and 
rupee®, which i® kept in the palace, guarded by them and 
the king’s troop The trooper* have ol o advanced towards 
Allyghur and Agra, with the intention of perauidmg the 
troop* there to join them and Eet fire to hou es and murder 
all the Europeans there At Delhi there are three regi- 
ment®, one from Meerut and two of the Delhi regiments, 
and two hundred troopers , the rest have all proceeded to- 
wards Alljghur and \gra The great banker, Xmtchmce 
Clnmd Sett, from feeding the mutineer* daily, has saved lug 
firm from sharing the fate of the other®, and is the onlj 
‘durilE w.W. baa ’inf- h/too. ^hauha wri 

h e think that a careful pcru®al of the nhovc narratives 
will strengthen the theory that there was no plot to create a 
rebellion, bnt that the outbreak was the remit of a sudden 
impulse, hardened into purpose and plan by the ®en«e of 
general di«affcction The relatives and adherents of the 
Delhi funiK were spread all over the country, and had 
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tampered, no doubt, with tho major part of the Mussulman 
Sepoys, urging them to seize the first favourable opportunity 
to ri^o for the recovery of their ancient dominions They 
would say that although tho Padshah was too old to place 
himself at tho head of such an enterprise, his son was willing 
to bo declared their king and leader , and that the enormous 
military arsenals and commercial wealth of Delhi, totally 
undefended by Euiopean tioops, would giro them such a 
start at tho outset of a rebellion, that they might reasonably 
oxpcct tho adhesion of all the surrounding country Still# 
howovjr, it is unlikely that the revolt would bate happened 
but for the local grievance of the greased cartridges The 
Meerut rebels knew that the heir apparent was not a sol 
dior, and they had never heard that rebellion had prospered 
against the British power The most sanguine spirit could 
scarcely expect to have escaped alive from the cantonment 
where 2000 English soldiers, guns, cavalry, and infantry, 
were bugadcd And when, beyond their wildest hopes, 
they reached Delhi, the same sense of impending doom 
weighed upon them They talked of themselves as men who 
had fulfilled a sacred duty at the certain coat of speedy ex- 
tinction They thought, u ith nil the English, that a verv 
short tune must witness the capture of the city, when, of 
course, they would bo annihilated to a man , and murmured 
at having nothing better than " dall rotee to feed upon for 
the few dayH that remained to them "Let us, they said, 
in the emphatic language of Scripture, « cat and drink, for 
to morrow wo die 


The cries of a mob, hotly engaged m the work of destruc- 
tion, arc the heart s genuine utterances There is no deceit 
m impulse — -no mode of artifice by which you can employ 
the tiger instincts in an unnatural way The shout of the 
Mausdnan Viwpera was “Been, fiecn’i —a W Q 0 f f car 
equally to Hindoo and Christian under ordinary circum 

tT’c, n "■“‘'"'r 111 ' 0r7 “f Mahomed of Ghnrnco and 
, r Shah, and had been heard over tho din of falling pa 
godas and tie deal!, -si, neks of tWands of Hindoo wor- 
shippers in many a dark eydo of Eastern history To 
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suppose that Mahomedan soldiers would rai°e it now, mei ely to 
excite the Hindoo Sepoys to join them against the Feringees, 
is as reasonable as to believe that the officers of an English 
army would, if Ireland were invaded by a foreign power, 
seek to animate the loyalty of the Homan Catholic popula- 
tion, by marclung through the villages with shouts of “ Down 
with the Pope and the pnests * ” The Mussulman, m this 
instance, routed the Hindoo to aid him m warding off an eul 
which threatened both equally. They had a common cause 
to defend, and coalesced ns a matter of course, just as Arch- 
bi hops Sumner and M*Halc would unite, if Christianity 
were in tbc last stage of peril That the rebels are using 
cartridges against us, which they cho e rather to mutiny 
than accept at the outset, is no argument against their foolish 
sincerity of belief Once get the conviction firmly csta- 
bh bed m your mind that your servant intends to murder 
you in your sleep, and you are likely enough to seize lum 
when he enters the chamber on an errand of service The 
mistake may be discovered, but the distrust remain* In the 
identical ca°e of the cartridges actually in u«o, the Sepoys 
might see cau«c to alter their first impressions but, after all, 
their forcible conversion was only a matter of time and op- 
portunity The majority of them, at tins moment, think that 
their religion was in imminent danger , and if they regret 
tho past, it will be that they have not made a wi*e use of 
their chances of salvation 
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On the death of General Anson the command of the army 
devolved on the senior officer present, General Sir H 
Barnard, It C B This officer had served in the Crimea 
as chief of the staff under Lord Raglan, and was fully 
entitled, we suppose, to whatevei honours had been con- 
ferred upon him in consequence of that appointment His 
march from Umballa was a rapid one, but the immediate 
result was not unlike that of a workman who proceeds in 
haste to his task, and then has to sit down and wait for 
his tools The troops arrived before Delhi on the 8 th 
June , hut the siege train had not come up, and when it 
reached the camp, a close examination of the means of at- 
tack disclosed the fact that there were no men to work the 
guns Two modes of assault were open to Geneial Barnard 
He could in half an hour have made a breach in the waHs 
of Delhi, sufficient to admit of the passage of any numbci 
of troops, or, before proceeding to storm, he might batter tbe 
place with shot and shell, till lung, mutineers, and inha- 
bitants were buried in the rums The public, of. course, 
were n6t aware of the obstacles that stood in the way of the 
latter course, and the least hopeful minds looked upon it 
as a matter of certainty that the place would he taken in 
a fortnight after our army sat down before it This 
sanguine view of matters was encouraged by the conduct of 
Government wlio promulgated from time to time stones of 
the capture of Delhi, sometimes gleaned from a nenspaiicr, 
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at other times from pm ate messages, and once, on the 12 th 
of June, from n a great banker at Indore ’ 

But the day rolled by without bringing the event prayed 
for l>j so many thousands, aud at la*t an anecdote oozed out 
through the columns of a Bombay jolirnal which justified n 
very humble estimate of General Barnard’s fitne** The 
general, it appears, had ordered a parade of the forces before 
leaving Umballa, at which the 5th and GOtli Is I showed 
unmistaheable signs of mutiny The tale of their disaffec- 
tion reached Calcutta, and it was said that, on their refusal 
to obey orders, they had been cut to pieces Granted the 
fact of the revolt, and there was nothing more likely than 
the infliction of the subsequent punishment , for the insolence 
and daring could know no hounds which did not hesitate to 
defy a British officer at the head of four or five thousand En- 
glish soldier« It turned out, however, that the crime had 
been committed, and w&s pardoned The general soothed 
the malcontents into good humour, and liu«hed up the matter 
eo far as they were concerned 

The sequel may be imagined the 5th were left behind to 
do garrwon duty, but the GOth marched under British pro- 
tection to Delhi, and reached the rebel fortress stronger in 
men, and richer in pocket, than if the) had been simpl) 
di«mi««ed the service, like so many thousands of their coun- 
trymen, and left to get to Delhi as they best could We 
have not heard whether they ci ei fired a shot on our side , 
but if so, the) took the earliest opportunity of apologising 
for the mistake, by going over in a body to the rebels, and 
heading, a da) or two afterwards, one of the fiercest a-ssaults 
made on our position 

People who knew nothing of the science of war, except 
so far as common sen«e teaches its rudiments, recognised m 
tlus fatal fa ci Lit) of pardoning, and its consequence*, a 
melancholy likeness between the Governor-General and the 
Commander in Chief ith Lord Canning in Calcutta, 
and Sir ITcnr) Barnard at Delhi, the prospect of a speed) 
termination to the rebellion seemed gloom) in the extreme 

It took tuent) «ix da)s to bring the main army from 
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TJmlnlh, and the auxiliary force from Meerut, before the 
walls of Delhi The Guides accomplished the longer march 
in three days , the rebels performed the shorter distanco in 
eighteen hours Tho men literally pined with impatience 
to get at tho enemy , but there were no guns, no artillery- 
men, no commissariat, and no medicine chest They were 
held fast, ns if labouring under nightmare, with tho Govern 
ment of India clutching nt their throats The rebels 
swarmed up at leisure from all parts of the country as to a 
safe asylum They kept the roads open for themselves, 
but entirely closed to the British authorities, and went and 
came at discretion In time, the mastiffs arrived, and 
watched the movements of the tiger The artillery followed 
after a season, and at some interval of space tho gunner* 
The labour commenced the tides of life began to ebb and 
flow in the British camp battles were won daily, but the 
siege never progressed reinforcements continually aimed, 
hut the army grew no stronger Death was fed sparingly, 
but the table was always spread General succeeded 
general, and engineers followed each other in the direction 
of the attack, with the rapidity of the changes m a panto 
mime, and still the batteries remained at almost extreme 
range, and the enemy came out to fight us almost daily on 
our own ground General Barnard had taken the place of 
General An^on, General Reed superseded the former by 
ngbtof seniority General Barnard was restored to the 
command by order of the supreme Government , General 
Barnard died, and General Reed again took the command 
of the force, to he again superseded m favour of General 
Wd°on Three or four chief engineers had been appointed, 
and at one tunc tho direction of siege operations was vested 
m a lieutenant of artillery Fighting became at last tho 
soldiers’ daily work, from tho performance of which neither 
wages nor profit were expected The Government grew 
tired of announcing tho full or Delhi, and were content to 
hear occasionally from remote quarters that sickness the 
" n<1 'l 10 ' W0 " I > M ”°‘ absorbed more than tlio total 
of the reinforcements sent from time to time T1 e natives 
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the Empcroi Whoever will at this time gi\ c way to pusil- 
lanimity, and allow himself to be overreached by these de- 
ceivers, and depend upon their word, w ill experience the fruits 
of their submission, like the inhabitants of Lucknow It is 
therefore necessary that all Hindoos and Mahoraedms should 
be of one mind in this struggle, and make arrangements for 
their preservation with the advice of some creditable persons 
Wherever the arrangement shall be good, and with whomso- 
ever the subjects shall be pleased, those individuals shall be 
placed m high offices in those places 

“ And to circulate copies of this proclamation in every 
place, as far ns it may be possible, be not understood to be 
less than a stroke of the sword That this proclamation be 
Btuck up at a conspicuous place, m order that all Hindoos 
and Maliomedans may become apprised and be piepared If 
the infidels now become mild, it is merely an expedient to 
save their lives Whoever will be deluded by their frauds, 
he will repent Our reign continues Thirty rupees to a 
mounted, and ten rupees to a foot soldier, will be the salary 
of the new servants of Delhi * 

The proclamation summed up the entire argument m 
favour of mutmj It was the work of n man who tho- 
roughly understood the Asiatic character, and appealed to 
all the subject masses Our rule was about to be distin- 
guished by the practice of an iniquity as comprehensive as if 
wc had poisoned all the rivers and wells, or infected the uni- 
versal air Hitherto, the worst of Governments had spared 
the. great hulk of the people, from the impossibility of reach 
mg them , but there was no man so poor or insignificant 
as to escape terrible lo«s at the hands of the English, if we 
were allowed to carry out our meditated design Wc “were 
all united on the point ’ and “the orders’ of the "Goaernor- 
Gencral n ere “absolute The people had the “ Emperor s 

" ori for the fact, and Ins ,„ 3 dom had devised the best 
method of averting the threatened calamity He had hilled 
all the conspirators a .thin reach, and recommended nil who 
cared to preserve their f ,th to follow In, imperial example, 
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and “not Icnc tlie seed of tlio«c devils m any place” 
Double pa} was to be the nev ci-cnding reward of those who 
murdered their officers , unavailing regret would perpetually 
haunt those reprobates who weic foolish enough to give cre- 
dence to our promises If we were “ mild,’ it was “ merely 
an expedient to save our live* ” Wc had shown, in -the ca«e 
of Lucknow , what we thought of pledges 

Whilst the monarch of the Sepoys de facto w as taking 
tlic sliOTt cut to the heaits and understandings of lus new 
subjects, the rulei dejttre was complacently issuing procla- 
mations, which were read only by the few, and listened to 
by none A manifesto was put forth warning all classes 
against the deceptions that were practised on them, and as- 
set ting that the Government of India had invariably treated 
the religious feelings of all i£s subjects with careful respect 
The Governor-General in council had declared that it would 
never cea=e to do so He now repeated that declaration, 
and emphatically proclaimed that the Government of India 
entertained no ilcsiro to interfere with their religion or caste, 
and that nothing had been 01 would be done by the Gov em- 
inent to affect the free exercise of the ob*ci vances of religion 
oi caste by every class of the people 

“The Government of India,’ said Lord Canning, “has 
never deceived its subjects thcieforc the Governor General 
in council now called upon them “ to refuse their belief to 
such seditious lie* This paternal remonstiance was ex- 
pected .to effect much good No Sepoy can blame the 
Governor General for being precipitate to condemn or stem 
to punish Rebels with arms in their hands would hardly 
expect to be reasoned with, and treated as erring mortals, 
whose morals w ere to be mended by argument and admoni- 
tion, and the Asiatic mind fuled to imagine the real drift of 
the document They 6 aw in it a mere confession of weak- 
ness If the Government had the powei to act, they would 
liev cr hav e condescended to di cu«s the question of the folly 
of di affection \\ ith them the time had gone by for talking 
and wilting, and it would have been well for England and 
India both, had Lord Cuming cither possessed the usual 
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sagacity of Englishmen or the never-failing cunning of the 
Asiatic In either ca^c he would have given a single em- 
phatic denial to the lumoui of intended interference with 
the native religions, and spoken out the rest of his mind in 
salvoes of great guns and a olley s of musketry Something 
more tangible than words was offered to the men who re- 
mained true to their salt. A list of functionaries was pub 
lislicd, who were empowered even to bestow commissions 
in the Company’s service for deeds of valour and fidelity , 
and every officer m charge of a detachment was authorised 
to promote deserving Sepoys to the non-commissioned grades 
Great crimes might and did go unpunished , hut the smallest 
act performed m the causfe of law and order was certain to 
find approa al and reward 

Only a month had passed away since the officer highest 
in rank at Barrackpore had been censured by Government 
for promoting a most deserving Sepoy to the rank of sergeant, 
and now General Hearsey could bestow commissions, and 
officers in command of detachments were empowered to 
confer the non commissioned grades So long as the Sepoy 
was orderly and obedient he was unnoticed by the State, 
but when he became turbulent and unruly his merits were 
acknowledged. "Whatever tlio Government dreaded they 
were willing to conciliate , the general order made no men- 
tion of the Queen’s troops, because their fidelity was unques 
tionablc Being in fear for our lives, we had become “mild,” 

and were trying to “ overreach ’ the Sepoys The Padshah 
had warned the people that attempts would be made to de- 
ceive them, and advised them not to put trust in the faithless 
Fennghee It was in this sense that the natives interpreted 
what Lord Canning considered a master Btroko of policy 
lie spol o of clemency and gratitude, winch they translated 
ns meaning weakness -inti attempted 1 corruption About the 
Eirao time ho was obliged to repeal an order winch had been 
i sue 1, empowering all general officers, and officers com- 
manding stations, to appoint courts martial, composed of 
not less tlian tiio mtnc officers, for tlic trial and instant 
punishment of any offence winch in their judgment, required 
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to be pum«licd without delay It was felt to bo too bid to 
call upon the gubidirs and jemadars of the lumy to uphold 
Sepoy loyalty under existing circumstance® It w n3 patent 
to the Go^rnor General, as well as to the rest of the world, 
that tho native officers m each regiment could not by possi- 
bility be ignorant of w hat was going forward amongst the 
men, and that if, with their commissions and lives at stake, 
not a man amongst them could be induced to tell what lie 
knew, it was the wildest Folly to suppo®o that they would have 
found by court martial their accomplices ‘guilty of treason 
It has been -Lord Canning’s misfortune throughout his brief 
Indian career to be incapable of distinguishing between 
Europeans and natiies, but the Legislative Council m this 
instance corrected lus error, and passed an act by virtuo of 
winch the court martial might be composed of European 
olheers alone, if the officer commanding thought proper 
Some weeks afterwards, when our prospects seemed hopeless 
to native cye3, lus lordship thought proper to recall tho 
powers he had unconditionally vested m the civil autho- 
rities, for reasons which have not met the approbation of the 
thinking portion of society 

Of course, with a thousand stones floating about of mis- 
chief and murder, the popular feeling m Calcutta took the 
shape of an alarm for the safety of the capital The public 
journals advocated the formation of volunteer corp«, and the 
Trades Association went up to Government on the 20tli of 
May, offering “ every assistance in their power towards the 
preservation of order and. the protection of the Christian com- 
munity of Calcutta, cither by serving as special constables or 
otherwise in such manner as may appear most desirable to 
Government, and at the same time suggesting to Govern- 
ment that their services should be availed of in some maimer, 
as they deemed the present crisis a most serious one, and 
one in winch every available means should be brought into 
action for the suppression of pos«iblo not and insurrection " 
In conveying the above offer to the authorities the secretary 
of the association described it in his letter “ as n copy ot 
proceedings and resolutions held on the- subject of the present 
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disaffection evinced by the Sepoy regiments throughout 
India,” a remark which his lordship took instant pains to 
repudiate. The Tindo Association was thanked, and ad- 
vised to register tlicir names at the office of the Commissioner 
of Police, who would wntc to them if their services were 
required ** But,” said Lord Canning, “ the Governor- 

General in Couned desired to assure the Calcutta Tiadcs 
Association that lie lias no apprehension whatever of riot, 
insurrection, or disturbance amongst any cla«s of the popula- 
tion of Calcutta , and tliat if, unfoi tunatcly , any should occur, 
the means of crushing it utterly, and at once, arc at hand 
“The Goaemor-Gcneral m Council begs the members of 
the association to believe that lie is not on tins account less 
thanl ful to them for the ready and spontaneous tender of 
their aid Nothing gives greater strength to a Government 
m a large community than the cordial support and co-opera- 
tion of the influential classes represented by the Calcutta 
Trades Association 

. « The Governor General in Council is sorry to see that, 

in the letter of the secretary of the association, it is as- 
sumed that disaffection lias been evinced by the Sepoy 
regiments throughout India His Lordship in Council 
would greatly regret that such an impression should go 
abroad Not only is it certain to lead to exaggerated fears 
amongst the civil population of the oountrj at large, but, with- 
out speaking of the armies of Madras and Bombay, it is not 
just as regards the army of Bengal There aie in the array 
of this Presidency many soldiers and many regiments who 
have stood firm against evil example and wicked counsels, 
and who at thi3 moment, are giving unquestionable proof of 
their attachment to tlie Government, and of their abhor- 
rence of the atrocious crimes wlucb have lately been perpe- 
trated m the north-west province* 1 

“ 11 19 tlj e earnest desire of the Governor-General in 
Council that honourable and true-hearted soldiers, whose 
good name he is houml to protect, and of who e fidehty he is 
confident, should not he included m a condemnation of rebels 
ami murderers ” • 
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TVhen this reply was given, tlic mutiny, so far as Govern- 
ment information went, was confined to the six regiments at 
Delia and Meerut and the abortive attempt of the 7th Oude 
Irregular^ A. month afterward^ and Dord Canning had to 
inform the Court of Directors that half the Bengal army 
were m open rebellion , had to inform the Trades A*» o- 
ciation that he would gladly accept their offered aid , had to 
guard the Mint and Treasury with Europeans, and exhibit 
to all the world that he was unable to see any of the signs of 
the times an d had been labouring, however unconsciously, 
as much to -di courage the loyal subjects of Ilcr Majesty 
as to afford heart of grace to their encmie® Again, on the 
25th of May, Mr Cecil Beadon replied to the address of 
the Trench inhabitants of Calcutta, as follows — "The 
Governor-General in Council desires me to return his 
sincere acknowledgments for your address of the 23rd in- 
stant, m which you evince your attachment to her Majestj 
the Queen by placing your services at the disposal of the 
Government, for the common safety, in consequence of the 
partial revolt of Eomc of the native regiments in the north- 
n est proi mccs 

"IIis Lord'hip in Council regards this cxprc«ion of the 
sentiments of the French community with li\cly satisfaction, 
and feels a«3ured that, in case of nccc«ity, their sympathy 
vitli the Bnti«h Government and their active co-opcration 
m the cause of order may be entirely relied on , but he 
trusts there will be no occasion to call for their sen ice®. 
Lvcrvthing is quiet within 600 miles of the capital The 
im«chicf caused by a passing and groundless panic has already 
ficen arrested, and there is every reason to hope that, m the 
counc of a feu daj s, tranquillity and confidence w ill be re- 
stored throughout the Presidency ” 
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KENT PEYOLT OP TIIE ENTIRE ArjlY OF TIIE PROVINCE — * 

COMPARATIVE HILD'SESS OF THE I'd! ELS 

TnE force in Oude at the commencement of the outbreak con- 
sisted of the following troops H M. 32nd, n troop of horse 
artillery, 2 companies of foot ditto, the 7th Light Cavalry, 
7 regiments of nativ e infantry, 3 field batteries of the Oude 
Irregular I orcc, 3 regiments of Oude Irregular Cavalry, 10 
regiments of Oude Irregular Infantry, and 3 ditto of police 
in all, about 900 Europeans and 22,000 natives The last 
revolted almost in a body, but it is noticeable that the 
irregulars, who bad but lately taken service with us, were 
far less bloodthirsty than the troops of the Bengal army 
If, ns natives of Oude, they had grievances peculiar to 
themselves, their conduct as mutineers certain!} betraj ed no 
special signs of it 

On the 2nd of May, the 7th Oude liegimcnt, stationed 
about seven miles from LucI now, refused to bite the cart- 
ridge when ordered to do so by the officer commanding , and 
again when the order was repeated by the brigadier The 
next day the- corps showed signs of mutiny in an unmis- 
tal able way, and measures were at once taken to deal with 
it. A field battery, a win g of JJ 31 32nd, «nd setemJ 
regiments of native cavalrj and infantry marched against it, 
and the disafLctcd troops were drawn up m columns facing 
the gun* They expre ecd sorrow for what lmd occurred 
and asked fur forgiveness, at tl e same tirao giving up two 
I monors and offering to surrender forty more, but when 
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hat e them punished with the utmost rigour " This last 
sentence was m allusion to the fact that the drill instructions 
by winch biting the cartridge was dispensed with had not 
been brought into operation at Lucknow 

Mr Grant penned a very voluminous minute on the sub 
ject He thought it a ery likely that the men had been in- 
fluenced by an unfeigned dread of losing caste, engendered 
by the Btonea which had been running like wildfire through 
the country “ Sepoys/ he went on to eay, “ are m many 
respects very much like children, and acts winch, on the 
part of European soldiers would be blackest disloyalty, may 
liavo a very different significance when done by these cre- 
dulous and inconsiderate, but generally not ill-disposed, 
beings Thc«e men, taken from the late Oude army, can lm c 
learned as yet little of the vigour of British discipline , and 
although there can be no doubt that the cartridges which 
they refused to bite were not the new cartridges for the En- 
field musket, which, by reason of the very culpable conduct 
of the Ordnance Department, hate caused all this excite- 
ment, yet it may be presumed tbit they wero the first 
cartridges that these men were ever required to bite in their 
lives ” 

Mr Grant’s remedy for the evil shown in this Case was to 
suspend the order for disbandment till there liad been time for 
making a full inquiry into all the circumstances He thought 
the “ dismissal of the bad characters, with the trial by couit- 
roartial of a few of the worst men a month hence, * was the 
best plan to adopt, but four weeks after the date of his 
minute the honourable member would be disposed to look 
on the mutiny, winch consisted only in refusing to bite the 
cartridges nml then running away, as a military act which 
dc«cn ed commendation rather than otherwise 

■When the despatch box came round again. Lord Canning 
wrote a minute in which lie said " I know no instance m 
tthiol. the punishment of ony , mill , dull could, „ u1l „nnucs- 
tionnhlo justice, lm-e been undo more Bet ore , nml I nm not 
dt.po.0d to distrust tlm effiotej of the ntecurcs hccouse the 
present ferment, m running its course oicr the land, after 
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being checked in tbe Presidency', Ins shown it a elf in Oude 
nnd in the north-wc b I would meet it everywhere with 
the same deliberately measured punishments, — picking out 
the leaders and prominent offenders, wherever this js possible 
for the severest penalties of nuhtory law, — visiting the 
common herd with di bandment, but carefully exempting 
tho*e who e fidelity, innocence, or, perhaps, tunely re- 
pentance, is proved This ha» been the course hitherto pur- 
eued, and I earne tly recommend that it be adhered to 
steadily ” The rest of the council concurred , but Mr Dorm, 
m who e mind misgivings had sprung np, said there would 
** =eem to be more in tbe present ca e than has yet transpired 
It is to be hoped that the news from Meerut (in the telegraph 
me age from Agra in this box) xs not true ” The knell of 
the Great Company had tolled, and his ear caught the faint 
sounds that were soon to reverberate throughout the unt 
ver&e The straw on the surface of events he was guiltless 
of having caused the tide 

After the fall of Delhi it was universally felt that if the 
mutiny spread it would be m the direction of Oude, where 
the irregular force, lately in the service of the kimr, might 
he expected to rue against U3 to a man Sir Henry Law- 
rence, the Chief Commu loner of the Province, asked for 
“ plenary power*,” as soon as the intelligence reached Luck- 
now, and obtained thenn He was made Brigadier General, 
which enabled him to a* nine the direction of military affair-*, 
and commenced to fortify him elf against accidents But In* 
anxiety was for Allahabad, Benares and Cawnpore, with 
regard to which he was constant!} communicating with the 
Government On the 20th of "May he telegraphed “ All 
verv well at Lucknow and in the di-tnct. Our portion is 
now very «trong In case of necessity no fears are enter 
tamed-”* On the 23rd he announced that he had secured 
1 is magazine *torc», and had 10 days’ «uppbea for 500 men. 
He had 30 guno and 100 European m a fortified po«t 
called the Muchce Baun and 291 Europeans with a Euro- 
pean battery in cantonment*, and was safe except from 
external influence* All Ins dread was for Cawnpore, and he 
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telegraphed without censing to spire no cxpen«c m sending 
up Europeans to reinforce the place On the 29th he inti- 
mated that there was great uneasiness, and that tranquillity 
could not he maintained much longer at Lucknow , except 
Delhi were captured On the 30th lie recei\ cd back the fifty 
Europeans that had been lent to Sir Hugh "Wheeler, and the 
next day the troops broke out in mutiny During the last 
daj s of Slay he was constantly assured by his spies each 
night that the troops intended to rise that ci ening, and each 
morniug of course showed that the talc was unfounded The 
sentries, howe\ or, were doubled, and every precaution taken to 
aa oid surprise, and such was the effect produced by the admi- 
rable nature of the arrangements and the w ell founded reli- 
ance on tlie skill and bravery of the Chief Commissioner, that 
the people began to think there would be no mutinj after all, 
and the authorities at Calcutta would have backed the 
opinion freely But on the night of the 30th May firing 
was heard in the lines of the 71st N I , and it was evident 
that the tragedy had begun From every quarter of the 
native encampments, the fire of musl ctry rained hotter and 
hotter, bungalows were seen blazing in all directions, and 
officers, galloping here and there with such irregular cav airy 
as they could muster, were seen engaged hand to hand with 
the mutineers, or trying to persuade their men to remain true 
to the r Balt The Brigadier, Col Handscombc, a brave old 
soldier, who had served at the capture of Ghaznee during the 
campaigns m Affghamstan, and been present m all the despe- 
rate battles of the first Sikh war, was shot as he rode up to 
the lines in the hope of being able to persuade the tigers 
who had already tasted blood not to thirst for more of it. 
Lieut Grant, son of the Commanlcr in Chief of Madras, 
was killed at bis picket The rebels charged bis men, who 
turned and fled, and one of them shot the poor youth, who 
tottered into the guard house, and was hidden by the su 
badar under bis charpoy The ruffians returned to the place, 
and were told that he had got away, but a scoundrelly 
havuuar of the guard pointed out his hiding place and it is 
needless to say he was murdered with circumstances of 
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savage cruelty The firing continued throughout the night, 
tho mutineers receiving occasional reinforcements from the 
ranks of the 71st, 13th, and 48th N I , but being unable to 
make the smallest impression on the weak body opposed to 
them At daybreak they had traversed the length of the 
encampments, the whole of which was in a blaze, and had set 
fire to the lines of the 7th Cavalry, nearly the entire of whom 
then turned and made common cau^e with the rebels Re 
tracing their steps, they made a show of giving battle to Sir 
H Lawrence, but a few round shot from the artillery sent 
them flying m all directions, and he returned to cantonments 
with a hundred prisoners, having clinked the rebels till the 
sun became too hot to continue the pursuit During the next 
thu ty-four days he remained cooped up in Lucknow, the circle 
of fire gradually closing round lum, and his tone of corre- 
spondence slowly changing from a sense of complete security 
to that of utter hopelessness It seemed 60 impossible, both 
to the world outside and to lumsclf, that he could he left in 
Lucknow to perish Surely Delhi would fall, and aid would 
come from Calcutta With a European regiment m addition 
to his own force, he believed he could reconquer Oude, and, 
after the marvels performed by our troops, we can hardly 
venture to doubt that he would have forced a way through 
all opposition But the vital error which pervaded all our 
military operations was the attempt to hold fortresses instead 
of merely looking to the saving of lives Lord Canning had 
made it a war of posts He would give up nothing, and yet 
could defend nothing At the outset Meerut and Agra 
might have put down the insurrection, even after the muti- 
neers had possession of Delhi, rf the Government had only 
disarmed the Sepoys, trusted the defence of the women and 
children to volunteer guards, and made forced marches on the 
rebel capital Again, had Lucknow been gn en up tor the time, 
Wheeler and Lawrence combined could have held their own 
at Cawnpore, and we should have been Bpared the worst of 
the Indian tragedies The junction of the two detachments, 
the easy advance of Neill with a flying column m June, or 
the awl of the Ghoorkas, each or any, would have sufficed, m 
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all human probability, to sa\ o ua 
But it was fifed to be otherwise 


bitter «md una\ ailing regret 
No succour came through 


all the weary June, ami on the 2nd of July Sir Henry 
Laurence marched out ngain«t the mutineers with ncarly'nu 


lus force lie reasoned that, if the native troops were 
staunch, he might even succeed in raiding the siege, and if 
they joined the rebels, he should have bo many less of useless 
mouths to feed from lii3 slender stock of provisions The 
ctent justified lus fears The traitors, artillery and infantry, 
turned upon lum as soon as they got well outside tho de- 
fences, and it was with difficulty that he got back to co\er, 
seriously wounded, and with heavy loss to lus little band, 
who, however, by springing a mine, blew up a great number 
of the enemy On reaching Ins quarters, lie sat down and 
wrote to Government, detailing the particulars of the action 
and the perilous state of affairs, but making no mention of 
lus own hurt Two days afterwards he died, to the infinite 
loss of the public service, and the sorrow of all ranks of 
Englishmen 

The 17tli N I , stationed at Goruckpore, and the 22 nd at 
Eyzabad, agreed to rise at an early date but the latter 
resisted the solicitations of the 17th either to kill their own 


officers or send them away on the road by which it was ar- 
ranged that the 17th should march on Fyzabad A company 
of the latter was Bent to Azimguih with 50,000/ m silver 


and on arriving at that place they killed a couple of tlieir 
officers marched into the lines and there being joined by the 
rest of the regiment, they plundered the treasurj , containing, 
we believe about 70 000/ m addition, and then broke away 
for Fyzabad, slaughtering as a matter of course, every 
European who came in their way Their approach to that 
station was duly announced, and on the night of the 8tli 
Tone a couple of guns fired by the 6th Ourle Irregular 
Infantry warned the Sepoys of the 22nd that the time lnd 
arrived for fulfilling their contract For several mvlits 

tenia? r MaJOr c ° mrD ’ mll mg *<= battery with L?eu 

tenants C irr n and Perceval had slept at the (prater guard 
with their guns readiness , and Colonel Leonov, command 
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march via Durriabad upon Lucknow, where wc expect to he 
joined by the people of the city ” lie added, “ proclamations 
have been received from the King of Delhi, informing all that 
he 13 once more on the throne of lus fathers, and calling upon 
the whole army to join his standard Also that Knjah Maun 
Smgb, under whose guardianship the ladies at F yzabad placet! 
thcmschcs, had been appointed Commandei-in Chief m 
Oude ” The subadar further said, “ You English have been 
a long time in India, bat you know little of us "We have 
nothing to do with Wajeed Ah or any of his relations , the 
kings of Lucknow were made by you The only ruler in 
India empowered to give sunnuds is the King of Delhi , 
he never made a King of Oude, and it is from lum only that 
wc shall receive our orders 

When the whole of the European officers had stepped 
into the boats, the station resumed its usual aspect The 
subadar major, as chief of the station, drove about in the 
late commanding officer’s carriage, and each Bable hero pro- 
moted after this summary fashion to be captain or lieutenant 
annexed the cattle and vehicle of Ins predecessor, the rule 
of entail was pursued, the estates going with the title The 
band played nightly at mess for them the extra pay of the 
musicians being defrayed from the Company’s treasury 
Guards were planted and parades ordered as usual, and 
perhaps the Sepoy would have been puzzled to tell what he 
had gained by the change of masters The fugitives started 
for Dinipore in Beveral boats, but there appears to have been 
a sad want of concert between them They were numerous 
enough to have made a stout resistance had they kept to 
gether hut they left at various times and lost the advantage 
of company and counsel. The majority of the hapless souls 
were killed some by the revolted troops, and others by the 
villagers, and the narratives of the escape of those who sur 
vived, teem with examples of exquisite suffering and up ex 
peeled succour The Iiajah Maun Singh, whom the Engl, h 
had imprisoned and the Kingof Delhi had promoted, showed 
himself a fast friend to our race, and not only made advances 
of money to various officers, but repeatedly supplied escorts 
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to bring them to a place of safety, much against the will of 
his gwn adherents, who seldom omitted to taunt them with 
their failure m the attempt to destroy the native religion 
At Sultanpore the 15th Irregulars gave notice to their 
commanding officer, Colonel Tidier, that they intended to 
mutiny, in company with the 12th N I and Oudc Police 
Corps The Colonel was one of the most popular members 
of a service in wluch all commanding officers who succeed 
are favourites with their men Above all native troops, the 
fidelity of the Irregulars would have been vouched for , and 
above all commanding officers, “ Sam Fisher, ’ as ho was po- 
pular!) termed, would have been voted the last man to lose 
his corps by mutiny A bentenant only m H. M. 29th, he 
lnd won his rank of brevet lieutenant-colonel three years 
since, by dint of desperate bravery The record of his 
services shows that he was present through all the AfFghan- 
iatan campaigns in 1842, the occupation of Cabul, and cap- 
ture of Idaliff, in the battles of the Sutlej in 1845 0, where 
he was severely wounded, and in the second Punjaub war 
AU the e dangers he had passed through, and was now to 
die by the hands of miserable traitors Finding that his 
expo tulations were of no avail with his men, he turned 
sorrowfully away from the groups he had been addre«nng, 
and rode in front of the 6 th Oudc Locals, who were breaking 
up, with loud shouts to seize the Treasury A volley Ealuted 
bis arrival, and he fell riddled wjth balls, but survived to be 
carried off in a palanquin, in which it is «=aid he was finally 
killed by bis own men, who cut up their ■second in command. 
Captain Gibbing*, and fraternised with the re°t of the muti- 
neers Black and Strogan civilians, took refuge m 

a native hou«e, but were turned out, and also cut down 
Captain Bunbury, commanding the 6th Oude Locals, had 
falen the precaution to hove a boat in readiae*s, and, hastily 
pushing off, escaped the fate of many of his brother officers 
and friends. 

Another popular officer who fell by the hands of the rebels 
was Lieutenant Joseph Clarke, second m command of the 
3rd Oudc Irregulars. He had distinguished him«elf by 
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killing the notorious Fuzil Ali, n dacoit, who had set at 
defiance for years the police nnd the troops of the King of 
Oiulc, ami had at last .displayed his indifference to conse- 
quences by the murder of a Jlengnl Chilian, lieutenant 
Clarke was stationed at nn outlying post during the mutiny, 
nnd the tidings of defection throughout the province reached 
him before lua men got to hear of it. Asa matter of course, 
he knew they would ri^as soon ns they rccchcd the ncus, 
and his first care, therefore, was to send ofT his brother 
officer at the Btntion, with the women and children, to a place 
of safety. That done, ho wnltcd quietly till the Sepoys 
came forward, nnd said they must follow the example of the 
re*t of the regiment. They went on to nasurc him that 
they would not allow a hair of his head to ho harmed, and 
that of course he could take what things he pleased away 
with him. The parting was arranged in the most amicable 
manner, and*Licutcnant Clarke, with a couple of servant 1 *, 
who remained by him, started off to tbo nearest station of 
l^uropcans. On their way down, they were crossing the 
Gogra, when they saw, on the opposite hank, a regiment 
of infantry, and, looking back to the shore they had just 
quitted, a squadron of caaalry was observed occupjing the 
rucr’s edge, and effectually cutting off their retreat. There 
was no help for it hut to go forwnrd, and in a few minutes 
they w ere surrounded by the rebels. ’ The nati\ c command- 
ing officer merely inquired his name, and ordered a dozen 
men to take him out and shoot him. The sen ants threw 
themscl\cs on their faces, nnd, with pa«sionatc tears, implored 
his life. They spoke of his bravery in battle and uni arying 
kindness of heart, and how loath the corps were to part with 
him. The rebel leader gave his assent to all that was said 
in fus prisoner's favour. He, too, had heard of “ Clarke 
SArfu” inri won’il ’nave ’been ghil to save *lum, hut the 
English were killing every black man who fought 
against them, and his orders were to retaliate in every 
instance. The poor yonng Lieutenant knew that his doom 
teas fixed, and made no appeal himself to more tlieir com- 
passion. He only begged that his sword and medal might 
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‘One zoning about the latter end of May, a rher steamer 
filled A\ith soldiers belonging to the let Madras Fusiliers, 
armed alongside the railway wharf at Calcutta. They had 
been sent for in great haste from Madras, and were now 
on their way to Benares. The night train to Itnncegungc, 
distance 120 miles from Calcutta, was just about to start; 
and one of the officials told Colonel Neill, the commanding 
officer, that unless he could get his men on shore in two 
or three minutes it would start without them. The reply of 
Colonel Neill was an order for a file of men to tako his 
informant into custody. The man shouted for assistance ; 
and the stokers, guard, and station master crowded round 
to see what was the matter, and were each in turn stuck up 
against the wall with a couple of bearded red coats standing 
sentry over them The colonel next took possession of the 
engine, and by this series of strong measures delayed the 
departure of the tram until the whole of liis men were 
safely stowed away in the carriages. The occurrence fur- 
nisTied a great deal of amusing gossip in Calcutta ; and there 
were men who saw in this act of Colonel Neill indications 
of a vigour and decision of purpose to which they had 
hitherto been unaccustomed. The « Friend of India” said, 
“We would back that servant of the Company as being 
equal to a case of emergency.” But no one knew the real 
value of this example of Zubberdustee, the phrase for small 



CHA1 X 


TIIE WAVES ASSVILING Tlir ROCK 


127 


tyrannies, till some weeks after, when it was found that the 
safety of the fort and city of Benares wa3 entirely owing 
to the stoppage of the railway tram Colonel Neill armed 
at Benares just ns the mutinous elements m the fort had 
drawn to a stato of fusion Hie native corps consisted of the 
37th N I , the Loodiannh Sikhs, and the 13th Irregular ca- 
i airy, opposed to which there were only three guns of Major 
Olphcrt’s battery, 150 of II hi 10th, and a detachment 
of forty Madras Fusiliers It had transpired that tho 
37th N I intended to riao on the night of the 4th June, 
and tho authorities took their measures accordingly A 
parade was ordered at five o’clock, for the purpose of 
disarming them, the whole of the troops being in attend- 
ance Brigadier Tonsonby commanded the station, his 
appointment a short time previous having been the subject 
of much heartburning in the Bengal army, and of a reference 
from the Supremo Council to General Anson ns In the reasons 
for it Luckily for lumsclf, but hardly so for the public 
nod tho service, the brigadier fell ill when the moment for 
decisive action armed, nml the command then devolved 
upon Colonel Gordon, of the Sikh regiment, who was 
in turn superseded by Colonel Neill, in the course of tho 
afternoon of the 4tli At first there seemed no cau*c for 
apprehending resistance on the part of the 37th, n portion 
of them appeared on the parade without arms according to 
order , but one or two compauies were piling their muskets, 
when a few men of the corps opened fire ou their officers 
The rest followed their example , and the fight commenced 
in earnest The Sikhs were counted upon ns being loynl, 
but they were Bcizcd with an unaccountable impulse, and 
pouicd in a volley upon the Europeans The little band 
sustained the English reputation Eighteen or twenty 
rounds of grape were delivered fiom each gift in the course 
of ft few minutes, a crashing di«charge saluting the Sd hs 
as three times in succession they dashed up to the muzzles 
Tie Incgulars ranged themselves on the side of the mu 
tmeers, and the boldest spirit might w ell 1m e shrunk from 
that unequal contest , but native daring, with the advantage of 
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ten to one in numbers, quilled beforo the Indomttablo cotinge 
of the English Lieutenant-Colonel Spottisw ootlc, of the 37tli, 
took n couple of port-fires, nnd set fire to the Sepoj line*) , 
nnd the aa md being strong at the time, the huling-placcs of 
the mutineers urero speedily in a blaze In n feu minutes 
the nflHir ms over, ifhd the men of the three regiments were 
swarming out of the fort in crowds, with the loss of 100 
1 died and 200 wounded, the casualties on our side amounting 
onl) to eight Major Guise, or the 13th Irregulars was, 
murdered l>y one of Ids own men while lie as as hastening 
to the parade, and two officer-*, Ensigns Chapman and Ila) ter, 
Avcrc scAercly wounded During the mutinj a portion of 
the Irregular caaalry and Sikhs Btood firm , and neat day 
250 of the latter, and a considerable number of the caAnlrj, 
returned to the fort and begged to be forgiAon Their 
statement A\ns that they had acted in supposed fear of their 
lues, and had not the slightest intention of disobeying orders 
The excuse was accepted, and the Loodiannh regiment, 
like the rest of the Sikhs, have since done good service ami 
performed nil that could be expected from bravo and loyal 
soldiers A company of them were on guard o\ er the collec- 
tors cutchcrry, where the families of the Europeans had taken 
refuge, and tlic treasure avas kept, but Soorut Singh, one of 
the prisoners taken by us m tlic last Punjaub campaign, w ent 
amongst them and persuaded them not to nsc m mutiny, 
which they were strongly inclined to do on hearing that 
their bhaees had been so severely dealt with A reward of 
Its 10 000 was distributed amoDgst them for their be- 
haviour on this occasion , and by dint of unlimited hangings 
and other measures of a quieting character, Colonel Neill 
contrived in two or three days to dissipate all fears for the 
Bafety of Benares Whilst he Was engaged in the work of 
pacification, the Government, true to its instinct of con- 
founding time and place, sent orders to him to push on to 
Allahabad,^ but the reply conveyed by telegraph was, “ Can t 
move-wanted here ” Lord Canning needed somebody who 
could think for himself and the Government as well, and in 
Colonel Neill he found the requisite individual V, e shall 



130 Tlir A1>\ AhTAOFS or A GOOD JIMtOKV, ciur. X. 

Calcutta of tlic Mccrat outbreak, tlic attention of Govern- 
ment was drawn to the slate of Allahabad. This citj, which 
13 situated at the confluence of the Ganges and Jumna, J* 
considered the kcj of the loner provinces. The inhabitant®, 
amounting to about 75,000, arc made up chief!) of Mu«ul- 
mans, priestly Brahmin*, ami religious mendicants. Tlic 
nrocnal, situated in the fort, is one of the largest in India, 
haring arms for about 40,000 men, and numerous cannon. 
Under n wi®c administration, such a place would be rightly 
looked upon as a post of strength and importance ; but a fort 
can scarcely be called impregnable that lias no gunners to 
defend it, and at tho period in question there wa3 not a 
single artilleryman in Allalmbad 

Tlic steps to be taken under tlic circumstances formed the 
subject of anxious debate at Government Howe Benares 
could afford no help, haring only men enough to work a 
einglo battery, and Cawnporc was distant twelve marches 
The native troops in tho fort numbered about 500 men, of 
whom 500 u ere Sikhs, and the remainder belonged to the 
Oth N. I , the rest of tho latter regiment being quartered in 
cantonments With tho exception of tho magazine stafl^ 
there was not a single European soldier in the place. The 
treasury offered a tempting prize ; and what would tho Court 
of Directors and tho world at home say, if fortress, gun®, 
arsenal, and money were lo3t under Buch circumstances? 
The Governor-General acknowledged the magnitude of the 
danger , the military secretary saw no means of arresting 
it. Nowhere could help be looked for, except at the cost 
of sacrifices not to be thought of. The Supreme Council had 
no suggestions to make, and the official conclaa c was broken 
up in despair, when it occurred to a non-mjlitary gentleman 
that he had seen, when going up the Ganges some years back, 
European artillerymen belonging to the veteran battalion 
at Chunar, a place less than sixty miles from Allahabad 
The military secretary was informed of this feat of memory, 
and pourea out his blessings on the wondrous head which 
contained such a store of knowledge The valuable reminis- 
cencc was communicated forthwith to Lord Canumg, who 
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recognised its importance, and on tlie iDtli oflSlii) sixty nine 
old veterans, the j onnge^t of u hom w as probably not less 
than fifty years of age, ■were hurried off in a steamer under 
Captain Hn«lewood, and arm cd in due course at Allahabad 
Their gun«> on the night of the mutiny, sav cd tlie foit and all 
that it contained , and for three weel s the dilapidated old 
soldiers manned their batteries every night, thus justifying 
our countivnicn at homo, who occasionally adopt phrases 
which imply a belief that the Dngli h empire in India owes 
more to good fortune than to ability for its continuance 
On the afternoon of tlie 6th of June, a parade of the 6th 
N I , who had volunteered to fight the Delhi mutineers was 
ordered, for the purpose of reading out to the men the general 
order of Loid Canning, conveying lus than! s for their loyalty 
and good feeling When the paper was finished, the Sepoys 
gave three cheers, and in less than four hours afterwaid* 
tliev had murdered seventeen officers, and all the women and 
children they could find, and marched off to Delhi, the band 
playing “ God save the Queen ’ 

The commanding officer, Colonel Simpson, had exercised 
all his authority and powers of argument to persuade his 
subalterns and the public that the men were what they pre 
tended to be , and hence the amount of lo&s sustained 
Perhaps he scarcely thanks destiny for having preserved Ins 
own life and tl at of his family under ■Mich circumstances, but 
it was not the Fault of his faithful Sepoys that his name lias 
not been erased from the Army List. He was saluted like 
the rest, with a perfect storm of bullets, but managed to get 
into the fort unhurt Meantime tlie officer m command 
there acted with promptitude and decision Tlie guard at the 
mam gate was composed of eighty men of the 6 th, who of course 
Vwigvi to to tlw-w tots! wnxulftt , hut •*. ditwh.- 

ment with two guns were sent to guard the bridge of boats 
until a couple of six pounders could be brought up to the 
main gate and loaded with grape shot, and then, the veterans 
f icing them with port fires I ghted, they were summoned to 
gne up the r am ** At fi-ct they hesitated, but an intima 
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Don from Captain Jlnslcwood, that only n few moments 
grace would be allowed them, find the dewed edict They 
livid dow n their must cts, find marched out to join in the work 
of destruction Thanks to llic energy of this invalid Captain 
and of the unattached Lieutenant Urayscr, in command of 
the 1'crorcporc Sikhs, not a soul insido the fort was injured 
r l hey had tnken the precaution of closing the gates against 
egress for the last two days, nnd it was wcllthoy dul so, for 
tlio rebels at Ilcnarcs had sent n man to inform the Sikhs 
how their countrymen of the Loodnnah corps had been shot 
down by Colonel Neill, and lind ho gamed admittance, there 
is but little doubt that they would have joined the mutineers 
nnd thus insured the destruction of nil of European blood 
Wo hope that, when justice is administered to our lrave 
defenders, the service of these gallant men will meet reward 
ns well ns appreciation 

Tor miles around Allahabad the country during the next 
two or three days presented nothing but scenes of devasta 
tion Every houso belonging to the English residents was 
burnt or gutted, nnd property to an enormous nmount de- 
stroyed What the city thieves and sepoys left was looted 
by the Europeans and Sikhs, who apparently could recognise 
no difference between friend nnd foe in this respect The 
work of destruction was earned on with impunity under the 
very guns of the fort , and supplies which would have enabled 
General Havelock to reach Cawnpore a week earlier, were 
utterly destroyed or scattered There were 1600 siege bullocks 
belonging to the commissariat available on the 27th of May , 
and on the 20th of June the Military Secretary was obliged 
to write to the officer commanding nt Benares to do his 
utmost to collect carriage for Havelocks force, 150 
bullocks would be required, which must be taken off the 
road where they were employed at that time in assisting the 
bullock tram The valuable godowns of the India General 
Steam Navigation Company were thoroughly sacked , and 
costly furniture, of no value to the plunderers, was smashed 
to pieces for the mere love of mischief These did for pn 
vatc what the enemy had done for public property DrnnI cn 
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fifty Lnficld rifles earned dismay into then ranis Uhoj 
advanced alittle nearer, and received a second discharge, after 
which they turned and fled bach again, the assailants being 
prevented only from storming their position by the heavy 
firo of tlio guns mstdc ilia robel Sepoys had exhaustcl all 
their cartridges, .and lmd cut tho telegraph avirea into slugs, 
the peculiar sound of which rather tried tho nerves of soino 
of our bravo Irregulars 1 inding it hopeless to assault tho 
rebel worl s, tlio small force slowly retired, inflicting as 
much mischief m the retreat as in tlio advance All tins 
while tho volunteers had been doing their portion of tho 
combined work m tho most satisfactory manner, and it is 
hard to say whether ns incendiaries or soldiers their ser- 
vices wero most useful In nn incredibly short timo they 
had set firo to tho whole of tho disaffected portion of tho 
"town, and destroyed somo hundreds of the enemy, fighting 
their way back to the fort without the loss of a single man 
Tor the next four dny s ndvnntago was taken of the cool 
hours in tho morning nnd evening to harass tlio rebels, 
until the Mouhic found that the plnco was too hot to hold 
him, and made off with his forces Ilis nephew was taken 
prisoner by the Sil hs, who had been wrought up to the ut- 
most exasperation by cruelties committed on tw o 01 three of 
their comra les w bo had strayed into the town They brought 
the captive into the fort, when the fellow made a snatch at 
nn officer's sword, with the intention of cutting linn down 
Ti is was provocation enough to induce Ins ca{ tors to set at 
nought tho rules of war , nml they literally tramt led linn to 
dcatli 

Up and down tho line of road from Allnlml ad, the gallows 
nnd tlio rau'kct wero employed from morning to night 
llcinforcemcnts, ns they hastened to join tho garrison, wero 
continually halted for tl c \ urpo*c of dispersing bands of ini- 
ranlcrs, the iruoncrs taken having merely tlio ndvanta o 
t fan hours extra existence 

11,0 I l.iWpl™ mine merchants of Calcutta, wl,o may ho 
I'™' 1 "> l '" 0 " wl "‘ 1° Of policy „ most likely |„ C r- 
"" 1 c,r c “' mlr > mcn O'" emergency. Into heen l.cnril 
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with , and a detachment of the Nana’s troops, corrupting of two 
guns and two hundred nujeebs armed with matchlocks, acre 
stationed as a guard over the treasury The =epoys had pre 
viously refused to allow the General to remot e the treasure 
to the mtrenchment**, assuring him that he need not be ap 
prclienuvc of an attack upon it by the Budmadies of the 
surrounding country, as they would defend it w ith their lues 
Declarations of loyalty on the part of sepoy regiments liaic 
heen construed by experience to imply a settled intention to 
rebel at the first favourable moment , but if poor Sir Hugh 
IVhcclcr read the character of his men truly, the know lcd o 0 
could be of no service to lum He had but t\\ o companies 
of Europeans and eight guns, was short of pro% isions, and 
hampered with the presence of a lielple«s multitude He 
took, then, m good part the refusal of the Sepoys to give up 
the treasure to the collector, and, looking about for such 
means of defence as were at hand, «at down to await the 
coming of what might be m store for him He w as not kcj t 
long m Buspcn«c On the morning of the 5th of June, the 
whole of the natnc troops broke out in open mutiny Qhev 
began by burning their line**, and then made for the cut cherry 
where the treasure was, one of the regiments staying behind 
to hold Sir Hugh Wheeler in check, and prcicnt him from 
sending assistance to the collector After a while the treasure, 
amounting to 170,000/, was packed on clcpl ants and carts, 
the reserve came up, and about midday the whole force 
together with the nujeebs and the Nana Sahibs two gun% 
tno\ cd off in the direction of Delhi Up to this time they 
l x\ committed no act of violence, and it woul 1 appear tint 
tl c Nana bad first meditated n raj «1 retreat w ith his | luudcr 
to a j lace of safety , hut if to, lie soon changed I is min 1, an l 
• returned next morning to Cnwnpnrc, I alting within two 
index of the Intrcncl ments lln own force was now m- 
rrrased to COO men wifli tour guns , and I? e u h !o body of the 
mutineers ranged themselves under 1 is nuthoritv Detach 
.r,™» of rat.lt, wire lent into the town nn I ontontiicnl, 
t . il.r .11 the I ntopran-, I-x-t Intli.n., nn 1 n.tirt nimttn 
*ct Crt tn tl C , . T!ic w,„ 1 „„ | louln . 
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at the time, and when the houses were fired, a few moments 
sufficed to set the whole in a blaze The noise of the 
wind, the roaring of the fire, the wild cnes of the mutineers 
maddened with excitement and raging for blood, these min- 
gled with oaths and prayers and shrieks of anguish, formed 
an atmosphere of devilry which few of our countrymen 
would wish to breathe again A few of the residents fought 
with the fury of de&pair, but they were a handful against 
many thousands of enemies, and silence gradually settled over 
tha place which a few hours previously was fair and flou- 
rishing 

The Nana proclaimed himself by heat of drum sovereign of 
the Mahrattas, and planted two standards, one for Mahomed, 
and the other for Hun ey man, the monkey god of the Hindoos 
Some 2000 Mussulmans repaired to the former , but only a 
few budmashcB took service under the latter Their next 
step was to proceed to the palace of the Nawab of Cawnpore, 
who was suspected of being well affected towards the Euro 
pcans The- gates were blown open with cannon, the palace 
thoroughly ransacl ed, and the nawab made prisoner, after 
which they took up a position in front of the lntrenchmed*, 
and began to cannonade Sir Hugh Wheeler But ond 
feeble gun was able to reply to the increasing weight of 
artillery daily brought against the beleaguered garrison , but 
ci cry time that the rebels attempted an assault, they were 
inianably beaten back with heavy slaughter The heroic 
band daily expected relief, and fought as if the safety of the 
empire depended on their individual bravery 

Whilst the mam body of the Nana’s troops closed round 
the intrcncliments, and cut off every avenue of escape, the 
Nana Salnb wliettcd his hopes of revenge by daily morsels 
of pleasant taste and flavour He was accustomed to send 
out parties in the district to search for Europeans, and when 
these were brought in, no matter what their age or eex, the 
boon of speedy death was nc\cr granted 

An English lady with her children had been captured by 
lus bloodhounds, and was led into his presence Her husband 
had been murdered on the road, find sho implored the Is ana 
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for life , but tlie ruffian ordered them all to be taken to the 
raaidan and killed On the way the children complained of 
the sun, and the lady requested they might be taken under 
the shade of some trees, but no attention was paid to her, 
and after a time she and her children were tied together and 
shot, with exception of the youngest, who was crawling oi cr 
the bodies and feeling them, and asking them why they had 
fallen down in the sun The poor infint was at last killed 
by a trooper* 

To cut off nose and cars, and hang them as necklaces on 
his poor miserable victims, was one of the mildest punish- 
ments inflicted by tins gentle and highly educated Hindoo, 
who, if sufficient time had been allowed him, would Imc no 
doubt in\cntcd over again all the modes of ancient and modern 
cruelty Amongst other strokes of his good fortune was the 
arrest of a band of fugitive*, numbering about 12G souls, who 
'tvcrc making their waj from 1'uttj ghur in boats on the 
Ganges lie compelled them to come on shore, promising, 
as usual, protection for life and property, and, when they 
were collected together, ordered his men to commence the 
work of slaughter The women and children w ere despatched 
‘ with swords mid spears, the men were ranged in line, with a 
Inmlxx) running along the wholo extent and parsing through 
each man’s arms, which were tied behind his back The 
troopers then rode round them and taunted their MCtnns, 
rculmg them with the grossest nl u«c, and gloating o\cr the 
tortures they were about to inflict. IMicn weary of %itu- 
pcntir n, one of them would d ecliargc a pistol in the face of 
a caj live, whose fluttered heal would droop to the right or 
left, the bodj meanwhile being kcj t uj right, and tl c blood 
and brains bc'pattcnng his living neighbours I lie next 
|«MYon selected f r slaughter would j>cr!iapa I c four < r fHo 
distant , an 1 in thu war the Sen Is contrived to j rol in » 
f«r several hours tl c 1 omblc contact of I he dei 1 nn 1 
,l *" s » >‘"l M*!*-! »” 1 tl c >.an» ‘.■>1 ,b tl mlf.1 

Oc „«]« of llicllin’cot for lltc t ~n of f>tnur br-louctl upon 
1 m * 
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own, full of heart and hope Ii wn3 impossible! to behove 
tint md would not come before the hour when the laft 
round should have been fired, and the last ration of food 
con umed Lucknow was but fifty miles off, nnd Lawrence 
might give up the almost hopeless tiuk of preferring it and 
bring a reinforcement sufficient to raise the siege Delhi, 
it was thought, must have fallen within a few days after 
our troops appeared before it, and the first rumour of tho 
approach of the victorious column would scatter Jhe Mah- 
rattn and his follow era to nil points of the compass Al- 
lahabad was but 120 miles distant , and the tramp of British 
soldiers w ould be beard some glonous night, hurrying for- 
ward to tlierescue Tam hopes 1 The days went and came 
and brought no help , and one morning towards the do s e of 
June, men whispered to each other m Calcutta that the 
struggle had terminated, and none were left to tell the tale 
The news was earned to Government, who at first affected 
incredulity, though it afterwards turned out in thi*, as in 
other cafes, that they were fully informed of the catastrophe, 
but shrank from revealing it to the public. For the next 
ten days we were taunted by expectations continually re- 
newed, that the report would be found untrue, until, on the 
morning of the 7th of July, Lord Canning permitted the fol- 
lowing notice to appear in the Calcutta papers " Allahabad, 
July 5th Colonel Iieill reports that he had recened a note, 
dated night of the 4th> from Major Itenaud, of the Madras 
r usihers, commanding the adiance column sent towards 
Cawnporc, that he had sent men into that place, who re- 
ported on their return that, in confequence of Sir Hugh 
'Wheeler being shot through the leg, and afterwards mortalh, 
the force had accepted the proffer of safety made by tl c 
Is ana Sahib and the mutineer* The Is ana allowed them to 
get into boats, with all they had, and three and a half lacs of 
rupees, that after getting them xn boats, fire was opened on 
them from the bank, and all were destroyed One boat got 
away ten rmle3 dow n the m cr, wa* pursued, brought back 
and all in 1 er taken bach into barracks nnd «hot One old 
lady was nine on the 3rd, at Futtebpore " 
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CHAP. XI. 

TOE OUTBREAK IS EOHILCUND. INGRATITUDE* AND** HATRED OP 

THE SEPOYS AND POPULACE. STRANGE CONDUCT OP THE IOtH 

NATIVE INFANTRY. 

The revolt of tl\e troops stationed in Rohilcund was dis- 
tinguished by instances of singular baseness and treachery. 
The force consisted of the 8th Irregular Cavalry, 16th and 
68th N. L, 6th company 8th battalion Native Foot Artil- 
lery, and No. 15 Light Horse Field Battery, stationed at 
Bareilly ; a detail of Native Foot Artillery, and the 29th 
Native Infahtry, at Moradabad ; the 28th Native Infantry, 
and a detail of Native Artillery, at Shahjehanpore ; the G6th 
Ghoorkas, and the 3rd company 8th battalion Native Ar- 
tillery, at Almuch ; the whole amounting to about eix thou- 
sand men, Of these all but the Ghoorkas at Almorah 
rebelled on the 30th and 31b! of May. 

The news of the outbreaks at Meerut nnd Delhi caused, of 
course, great excitement amongst the Sepoys in every station 
throughout India; and Bareilly, which is only 152 miles from 
the first-named place, felt the full force of the mutinous 
wave. The 8th Irregulars were nearly all Pathans, from 
the neighbourhood of Delhi, and caught the ififection at once ; 
but. still the authorities were convinced tbat,.sliould the ser- 
vice of the troops be required, they “would act as good and 
loyal soldiers.” Brigadier Sibbald wrote to Calcutta on the 
23rd of May, that they “ were labouring under a great de- 
pression of epirits, caused by the fear of some heavy punish- 
ment they imagined Goicrnmcnt was about to inflict upon 
them.” He remarked tint no open act of theirs had rendered 
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tliom liable to pum-hment ; oml At n general pintle ntMrc =cd 
tlicm on tlic subject, Epokc of the good and sustained jnfcntions 
of Government towards them, and begged of them to di"mi 4 ^ 
from their minds the cau q clc a a dread that pervaded them 
The brigade received these a«surances with the greatest 
apparent satisfaction The native officers told him that 
the) had “ commenced a new bfe,” and in the fulnc«s of his 
heart he added in a postscript to Ins despatch c ‘ I cannot say 
too much uv^irai'e of the 8th Irregular Cavalry , their con- 
duct is beyond pru a c, and I should feel much gratified should 
Government consider them worthy of their thanks ” The 
Government did thank them Mr Colvin nuthorccd the 
brigadier to a«vurc them publicly, that" nothing that had hap- 
pened since the commencement of the recent agitation had at 
nil elial en his solid confidence in their fidelity and good con- 
duct” He was glad that the strength of the Cavalry had 
been increased, and wished to know what officers and men 
could he recommended for promotion The despatch was sent 
off in Aue cour»e, and twenty-four hours afterwards whilst 
the Sunday chimes were ringing, the brigadier was 1} mg heed 
less in the sun, shot through the heart by tl c very men whoso 
w elffne he w as so anxious to promote « * 

The European officers, with one exception, shared imam 
inously m the confidence felt bj the brigadier, until the very 
moment of the outbreak It was but of little use for mili- 
tary men to encourage mi«givings, for they were tied to the 
stake, and must wait till the signal was given for their 
mas acre The Sepoys took every precaution that they 
could think of, both to avoid giving alarm and to increase 
the number of their victims "When they had laid all their 
plans, and j laced men under a bridge to murder such of the 
English as might chance to pa«a that way , had blocked up 
the Euttegliur road and told off two companies to surround 
the house o? the commanding officer of the 68 th, they spoke 
to their officers about bringing back the women and children 
who 1 ad been sent to the lulls on the first symptoms of 
discontent being visible All was quiet now thej said, and 
signs of distrust injured the good name of the regiment 1 
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There wore not, however, 'wanting some who were faithful 
to their oaths The havildar major of the 68th was sent bj 
the subadar-major on the 29 th of May to inform Colonel 
Troup, his commanding officer, that, whilst bathing m the 
nver that mornmg, the men of the 18th and 68th had 
8 worn to ri&e at 2 o’clock that day, nndynurder their officeis. 
Tlic Commissioner of Kohilcund, Mr Alexander, had news 
to the same effect, and all the Europeans m the station were 
duly warned of their danger The cavalry were assembled, 
they seemed apparently well affected, and the day pas ed 
over without any disturbance The next day, Colonel Troup 
was informed, that the troopers had sworn not to act against 
the artillery and infantry, but that they would not harm nor 
ruse their hand against any European Still his tidings and 
Ins apprehensions were ridiculed The commanding officci 
of the artillery was certain that there was no cau e to doubt 
Ins men, though he was told that his pay havildar had 
nddre«sed a letter to the 18th and 68th, calling upon them 
in the most urgent terms to rise and murder their officers 
If they neglected this eacrcd duty, the writer said, the 
Hindoos were to consider that they had eaten beef, and .the 
Mussulmans that they had tasted pork With equal blind- 
ness, Major Pearson commanding the 18 th N I asserted, 
(it 8 A ll on the 3 1 ^t, that lus men “ were all right, and 
that he hid every confidence in them ’ At 1 1 o clock he 
had shared the fate of Brigadier Sibbald 

hi Cither the Government at Calcutta, nor Mr Colvin, 6aw 
any mischief in allowing thousands of disbanded soldiers to 
wander about the country It wa3 so much money saved 
in the monthly pay accounts, and the appearance of the men 
in the stations and villages, instead of being an incentive to 
wmAray , ’BW&i bra. a. wsHMog wgaaopi tlvt ciMis <aC \K 
The fugitives from other coips pa« cd through BareiHj in 
great numbers jyst before the outbreak, and influenced the 
minds of the men bj all kinds of atones with reference to 
the intended destruction of caste, and the advance of Euro- 
pean troops to destroy alt who refu«cd to obey The«c ru- 
mours were confirmed l y the Sepoys of the IJarcilIj regiments 
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on their return from furlough about the same time, and at 
last a rising was determined upon. On the Sunday morning 
appointed for the revolt, the Sepoys abstained from going to 
Lithe as usual, on the avowed pica- that they would 'be 
wanted in their lines at 11 o’clock, and precisely at that 
hour, a gun was Orcd by tbe artillery, and the whole of the 
cantonment was at once in arms. The guns were turned. on 
the officers’ house?, and the Sepoys spread themselves in skir- 
mishing orcler with the view of hindering the escape of any 
whom they had marked for slaughter. The sentry over the 
mess room of the 18th fired at the officer whom he had just 
saluted. Those who were fortunate enough to make their 
way to the cavalry lines thought they were safe, and after a 
time spent in deliberation, during which the work of murder 
and destruction was going on, it was decided that they 
should make their way to the hill station of Nynee Tal, 
distant about ninety miles. The cavalry accompanied them 
for some miles, and then asked to be allowed to turn and 
charge the mutineers. Permission was given as a matter of 
course, and under the command of Captain Mackenzie, ‘they 
rods back till they reached the rebels, who had a gun and a 
green flag. They were ordered to charge, but the sight of 
the symbol of their faith was too much for their lingering 
feelings of loyalty. They halted and began to murmur, 
ending the parley by turning their horses’ heads and ran win" 
them-elves on the side of the mutineers. The gun w as now 
brought to bear on the little group that still closed round 
their officers, and they were told to ride for their lives, a 
suggestion which they were not alow in obeying. When 
the mutiny wa3 complete, an artillery suhadar was made 
commander-in-clnef of Rohilcund, and a rajah was found in 
the person of a retired company’s judge, Khan Bahadoor. 
This man, who was in receipt of a considerable pension, 
turned to account, like the Sepoys, the knowledge he had 
obtained whilst in the service of Government He seized 
Messrs. Itaikes and Robertson, the judges of Bareilly, and 
having tncd„them in due form, had them found guilty of 
heinous offence, and hung. The same fate was inflicted on 



CHAP XI 


USES OP A C0NSC1E"S CE 


145 


Mr Wyatt, the deputy collector, author of “ Pinch Koun 
Ivhan,” the Indian Gil Bla*?, and upon many other* 

The 19th rose at ShahjehaDpore on the same day, and 
surrounding the church whilst divine service w as being per- 
formed, they butchered the greater part of the congregation, 
2nd murdered tlie remainder in the course of their flight from 
flit* station The 29th, at Mooradabad, remained quiet till the 
3rd June, and then followed in the wnke of rebellion They 
had previously done excellent service agam°t the mutineers 
throughout the district, but the cau»e of the Sepoys had be- 
come national, and they were hound to support it A little 
while, and they would neither have pay nor plunder, the sahib 
logue w ould he driven out of -the country, and rational Sepoys 
would enjoy their wealth Actuated, then, by consider- 
ations of religion and rupees, they made for the treasury on 
the morning m question, but finding only 25,000/ , they were 
about to blow the treasurer away from a gun, when the 
judge and the collector interfered Baulked of their plunder 
and prey at the same moment, the Sepoys were furiou 
They presented their muskets at the two civilian**, and would 
have shot them, had not two native officers rushed forwards 
and reminded them that they had sworn on the Ganges 
water, not to touch a hair on the head of any European 
Xhc sanctity of the oath was sullenly admitted, and the 
Sepoys retired with their booty, giving the residents two 
hours to leave the station A detachment of the 8th Irre 
gulars formed part of the troops at Mooradabad, but tlie=e 
instead of imitating the example of the re«t of the regiment, 
mounted, and rode off with the civilians and ladie** to Jsj-nec 
Tal The officers of the 29th were afterwards e corted bj 
a part of the regiment to the «*amc station, not a man being 
xnycnrA -m any way 

The Bircilly mutineers were six weeks on their way to 
Delhi. They made for the Ganges at Gurrauckte=cr, but the 
mcr was swollen and they had to wait for the means of 
eroding They bad with them 700 carts laden with treasure, 
the plunder of all the treasuries of Rolulcund, and twche 
miles off Iaj more than a thousand English 'oldier*, but 
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under tlie orders of General Ilcwitt It it sud tint an 
officer offered to prevent them from eroding, if the general 
would only gwe him fifty men, but tint would hate left 
only eleven hundred and fifty for the defence of the station 
against the had characters of the surrounding country, and 
the gallant chief felt that he could not run such n n«h 
After staying some days at the Ghaut, one of the rebels, 
swam across, and sewed a small boat. By the aid of the 
I arty whom he ferned over, two more boats w cro gained, 
and the three sufficed to transport the whole three thousand 
men, with their wealth and store* The work was done 
leisurely, there being no need to burry the operation 

In no instance, \ crimps, has the waywardness and inex- 
plicable nature of tlio Bengal Sepoy a been more fully cx- 
J ibitcd than m the case of the 10th N I stationed at 
Tuttchgliur Children m impulse and tigers at heart, 
swayed by a breath and deaf to the most exciting appeals, 
we find them at one moment standing up for their officers 
against all comers, and willing to incur all n«he in their 
behalf, and at the next, without an atom of proi ocation, 
readily joining to murder them and their helpless little ones 
The following stnl ing narrative from the pen of a cor- 
respondent of the MofusiUite, will enable our readers to 
gam an idea of the labour and anxiety requisite to keep a 
* staunch * regiment m the right path The conclusion 
of the story, which, we supply from other sources, is no 
1c s tragical than that of a score of other episodes of Sepoy 
fidelity — 

“ AH wa3 right at Tuttelighur up to -the 3rd June The 
residents were much alarmed and many had provided boats 
m which to slip away after the regiment had mutinied and 
were looting the place, which they appeared to think an 
inevitable event The slightest rumours were believed and 
repeated with additions, and as the news reached of mutiny 
at Lucknow, and massacre at Shahjehanpore, the panic was 
at its height, and many families slept in their boats on the 
evening of the 1st and 2nd On the afternoon of the 3rd, 
information was received of the arrival of a party of inaur 
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gents at Goo a aingvmge, where they burnt the D \h bunga 
low and the hou^e of the Telwccldar The cml residents 
all rushed to the boats Colonel Smith and the officer^ of 
the 10th N I wert into the lines to be with their men, and 
resolved not to leare them a moment The roads were 
blocked up with hackeries, &.c , and the regiment was ready 
to, turn out, and proceed to any point at which danger might 
appear The night pa«ed over quietly "When the sun 
rose the station was deserted, and the fleet of boats was 
gone About 12r Jl a village was a een burning on the 
other side of the n\ cr, and the nati\ es ^ay, that then were 
the anchors weighed and the sails shaken out to the wind 
It was nece®«ary to make arrangements for the care of 
public property The Treasury, with two and a half lacs, was 
taken care of and removed to the Tort The clothing agency, 

containing stores of cloth, worth se\ eral lacs of rupees, was 
looked after, as well 03 the jail, containing upwards of a 
thou and pn oners. News came in during the day that tlic 
mutineers had advanced about six miles towards Futtclighur, 
but on hearing that the ‘old Duffels,’ who are looked upon 
almost as infidels for hating volunteered to proceed to 
Burmali, were anxious * to look them m the face,’ they 
turned off towards Chilbranow for Delhi The treasure 
was com eyed to the Port about 9 a M , when, from some 
misunderstanding, contrarj orders, or something, w e cannot 
tell what, there was a little disturbance m the hoc*, and 
down rushed a party to bring it back vt ct arnns , the 
officers accompanying, trying to restrain them Colonel 
Smith had ndden down with the treasure , when lie saw the 
excited state of the men, he very wi«ely gave waj , they 
merely said, they would protect it and the regimental colours 
■m Von open art, Y/trt, wtrafti vrcA. tampei wp ve, ■& Swit. AW 

went back, men, officers, ami treasure, without any mischief 
1 aving been done, but not without creating alarm, ns wc 
shall sec presently It had been arranged, between the 
magistrate and colonel, that the men should hare an advance 
of par, but Mondij and Tuesday luring been native holidays 
they ha 1 not rcccn cd it 
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« Captain Vitmt, of the 2 nil Light Cnvnlrj, who was on 
hn via} from the hills to Cavvnporc, volunteered his services 
to Colonel Smith, and he was put in charge of the Treasury 
and jail The business of getting nn advance of pay gave 
cmploj ment to the minds of the men, and when they were a 
little qvuct, the colonel mounted a rostrum, and addressed 
them on their conduct in the morning The old Scpojs hung 
their heads with shame, and laid the blame on the young 
lads of the regiment All promised nothing of the hind 
should occur again Towards afternoon the men were onco 
more shaken, by discovering that during the tnmasha m the 
morning, no less than four of their officers had disappeared, 
deserted their posts in the hour of danger, when the com- 
manding officer required all the assistance which could be 
rendered to him The Sepoys became auspicious of being 
deserted by all their officers, and watched their movements 
111 o cats watching mice Everything was done to reassure 
them, the officers wall cd about and talked Some of the 
ladies drove on to the parade, to show that they were not 
gone with the fleet, and the men became satisfied once more 
Had this regiment behaved ill, it would hav c been caused by 
the civilians deserting their posts , and that they were kept 
quiet, was entirely through the admirable coolness, tact, and 
discretion shown by Colonel Smith, and the fact of the 
officers having never left their men for a moment since 
"Wednesday evening We have had alarms and reports 
without end, but through the blessing of God, all is quid , 
and if He gives quietness, who then can make trouble? 
We expected that the budmashes, from across the river and 
the neighbouring villages and the city, would tal e advantage 
of the unprotected state of the station, and fire the bunga- 
lows Nothing of the kind has occurred A few things 
from Maharajah Dhuleep Sing’s estate have been plundered, 
as the park ranger bolted, leaving every thing to its fate, and 
we have sustained an irreparable Iosb m our poet who is 
gone we lenow not where Perhaps our fug, two m',y turn 
up in time it Caunporc, and they may be glad to heir 
through your columns that their property ,s, „p to the 
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present moment nil rife. We lmc had no Dik< in for 
scaeral da) 9 , and know nothing of what *15 going on in the 
neighbouring elation*. 

“ June Gtli. — AH right. Sepoy a tin* morning, c*f their own 
accord, on the parade, snore on Gungi Pitnee and ICorm 
respectively, to be true to their salt, never to desert their 
four colour*, and to protect the officers who Ime been faithful 
to them, with their lives. 

** The names of the four oflicers Imo been rernov cd from 
the rolls of tbe regiment, as being * absent without leave.’ 
A considerable quantity of the Maharajah’s property lias 
been found in the po**c««iou of his mootsuddie ; he stole the 
property, and then reported that the place had been looted 
by the Scpojs. Six r.>!., all quiet. The old Scixjya Into 
come to an understanding with the young hand*, informing 
them that if they do anj thing to injure the character and 
name of the regiment, they will themselves shoot thu 
joungsters without ceremony. 

“Sunday pi««cd over quietly. Heard that somo of the 
fugitives had taken refuge with Hurdco lhiadi, a remind ir 
of Ku«sowra, and that the rest had gone on to Cawnporc. 

“ Monday morning, 8th. — The prisoners have refined for 
several nights to be locked up. Many have got rid of their 
iron*, and come of the worst characters were exciting the 
rest to resist authority. They pulled down some brick w orb, 
and were pelting the Scpojs, when Captain Yibart went 
down, lie told them to go into their sleeping cells, or he 
w ould make them. They begged him to try it on, saluted him 
with a shower of bricks, and called down blessings on lum-clf 
and family in the native fashion. The Sepoja fired; and 
after compelling them to take refuge inside, they brought 
out the ringleaders and shot them. Two were under sen- 
tence of death — and the object was attained at the smallest 
possible expenditure of life : only sixteen killed ; but these 
were the greatest budmadies in the jaiL The prisoners arc 
all quiet, submitting to be re-ironed ; happy, and looking os 
if nothing had occurred. The Sepoj s were as obedient as a 
w ell-ordered family. They fired when ordered — ceased firing 
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when bidden, nml would liavc**eliot cicry pri°oncr there at 
the command of their officer. 

“ Jail continues quiet. "We arc all, Sepo} s, officers lidic«, 
and children, in good health and spirits, and arc truly grate- 
ful to God for all his late mercies \ouch«afcd to us " 

Ten da} a after the list entry in the nboic journal, the 
faithful 10th had joined the -40th. Many of them, after 
sharing the plunder of the regimental chest and the treasury, 
went to their homes, but a part of both regiments united in 
an attack upon the entrenchment in which the Europeans 
took refuge. For eight da} s the little band of Englishmen 
fought without an hour’s intermission, nnd had they continued 
the defence, their lives would probably lia\ o been saved, as 
they had thoroughly cowed their assailants, whose ammuni- 
tion also failed ; but want of rest and the loss of their best 
men disheartened them, and on the night of the 4th of July, 
they left the fort and dropped down the river. Their flight 
was perceived, and the enemy followed in large boats 
Numbers were killed by the fire of the rebels, or drowned in 
the attempt to escape, but the bulk of the party got away, 
and were induced by the promises of Nana Sahib to land at 
Bbitoor. We have already chronicled their fate in one of 
the darkest pages of the catalogue of Hindoo iniquity. 
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— UUIIMCS IN LAjroOTIM 

Tiie 9th N I , stationed at Allygurli, nhotit thirty miles 
south of Delhi, revolted on the 19 th of May They 
hid been tempted to n*o by a religious racndicint, but 
two of tho men to whom he iddrc^cd hini«clf, took him 
prisoner, nnd earned lnm before the commindmg officer, 
who ordered a court martial to sit upon lum instantly 
The proofs of guilt were clear, and the sentence of death 
was ordered to be earned out next morning At the 
appointed time the regiment paraded, and the criminal was 
brought out and hung, no man appearing to feel aggrieved 
at his fate , but before they were marched off the ground, 
the rifle company, which had ju«t been relieved from tho 
outpost of Bolundshur, made their appearance, nnd a Brali- 
nnn Sepoy, stepping out from the ‘rani a, began to harangue 
his comrades on their cowardly wickedness in having be 
trayed to death a holy man, who came to save them from 
disgrace in this world and eternal perdition m the neat 
Some commanding officers would, perhaps, have «liot the m 
cendiary on the spot , but in this ca«c the fighting priest was 
allowed to finish his speech, and when he had made an end, 
the whole corps were converted to lus way of thinking 
They seized the treasury, brol e open the gaol, and ordered 
all their officers to decamp instantly, on pain of death, doing, 
however, no bodily harm to any of them The next that 
was heard of them was communicated from Delhi, where the 
regimental number of the 9th was found on the bodies of 
some of the most daring assailants of tbe British army 

X- 4 
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The regiments stationed at Agra were the 3rd Europeans, 
and the 44th and 67th N I The Lieutenant-Governor, 
Writing on the 22nd of May, was of opinion that things 
would remain quiet in the capital of the North West, though 
he believed that if they were left to themselves, or were to 
nieet with the mutineers, the Sepoys would sympathise, and 
unite themseU es with the revolt There had been a great deal 
of excitement amongst them, and they had undoubtedly been 
inflamed by a deep distrust of our purpose ** The general 
scope of the notion by which they have been influenced,” 
said Mr Colvin, “ may be expressed in the remarks of one 
of them, a Hindoo, Tewarree Brahmin, to the effect that 
“ men were created of different faiths, and that the notion 
nttnbuted to us, of having but one religion, becau ewe had 
now but one uninterrupted dominion throughout India, was 
a tyrannical and impious one” Mr Colvin, w ho saw e\en 
clearer than General Hearsey the character of the prevailing 
delusion, entertained a different opinion from that of the 
gallant officer, with regard to the possibility of er idicating it 
lie held a parade of the troops on the 13th of May, and 
spoke to them m a f imihar way, several times afterwards, 
upon the subject of the mania that had seized them, and 
offered to guc discharges to any who were still di-^atisGcd 
on the subject “ They all at the moment,” declared them- 
hc1\cs content with the explanations gnen, but littlo impres- 
sion was made upon them m reality, as was shown eight dijs 
afterward*, when a company of each regiment ro«c at Muttra, 
thirty six nnlcB from Agra, murdered their officers, burnt 
the cantonment", nnd plundered the treasury of 70,000/ 
This occurrence put an end of course to tiny doubts concern- 
ing the course that ought to bo pursued, nnd next day the 
two regiments were assembled on the parade ground at Agra 
nnl dmrmed, an indignity to which they submitted with 
treat reluctance Mr Colim was weak enough to grant 
furloughs to such ns chose to n*k for them, which of course 
included the whole bodj Three daj s* march brought them 
to Delhi, where there w ere arms in abundance, scMhat the 
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saving of two thousand mulcts was all that could be claimed 
for the cau«c of low and order. 

Tins appears to have been the la«t public service that 
Mr Colvin performed Under the pressure of a great emer- 
gency, which he saw no means of meeting, lua energies gave 
vv ay, and he ceased to influence the character of public cv ents 
He took no pains to keep open a communication with Delhi, 
which could have been easily arranged for, or to knit together 
the “Cvered strands of authority m any portion of the ex- 
tensive country under Ins care lie felt deeply the censure 
cast upon him by Lord Canning, for issuing his famous pro- 
clamation of pardon to the mutineers , but if he erred on the 
side of mercy, lua policy had at least this advantage over 
that of Lord Canning, that it was suggested fourteen day s 
and not tblcc month’, after the first outhreak of rebellion 
On tbe 24th of May he w rote ** On the mode of dealing w ith 
the mutineers, I would strenuously oppose general seventy 
towards all Such a course would, as we arc unanimously 
convinced by a knowledge of the feelings of the people, ac- 
quired among’t them from a variety of sources, estrange the 
remainder of the army Hope, I am firmly conv inced, should 
be held out to all those who were not ringleaders or actively 
concerned m murder and violence Many are in the rebels’ 
ranks because they could not get away, many certainly 
thought we were tricking them out of their caste , and this 
opinion is held, however unwi«ely, by the nuus of the popu 
lation, and even by 'omc of the more intelligent cla=’c« 
Never was delusion more wide or deep Many of the best 
soldiers m tbe army, amongst other*, of its mo’t faithful 
section, the Irregular Cavalry, ’how a marked reluctance to 
engage m a war against men whom they believe to have 
been misled on tbe point of religious honour A tone of 
general menace would, I am persuaded, be wrong The 
Commander in Chief should, in my view, be authorised to act 
upon the above line of policy , and, where means of e=cape 
are thus open to tho a e who can be admitted to mercy, the 
remnant will be considered obstinate traitors, even by their 
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own countrymen, who will hive no hesitation in aiding against 
them I request the earliest answer to this message The 
subject is of vital and pressing importance ” 

The following day Mr Colt in, alarmed by the defection 
of a part of the 1st Gwalior Cavalry, his only effective hor&c, 
who«c flight to Delhi “severely complicated his position,” 
impressed by his knowledge of native feelings, and “sup- 
ported by the unanimous opinion, of all officers of experience 
in Agra, took upon himself to issue the following proclama- 
tion, “under the belief that severity would be useless, and with 
the view of giving a fivourable turn to the feelings of the 
Sepoys who had not as yet entered against us-” A w eighty 
1 cason was tlie total dissolution of order, and the loss of any 
means of control in every district His latest letter from 
Meerut was seven days old, and ho had not recei\ed a line 
from General Anson 

“ Soldiers engaged in the late disturbances, who are de- 
sirous of going to their own homes, and who giv e up their 
arms at the nearest Government civil or military post and 
retire quietly, shall be permitted to do so unmolested 

“ Many faithful soldiers have been driven into resistance 
to Government only because they were m the ranks and 
could not escape from them, and because they really thought 
tlicir feelings of religion and honour injured by the measures 
of Government. This feeling was wholly a mistake, but it 
acted on mens mind3 A proclamation of the Governor- 
General now issued is perfectly explicit, and will remove all 
doubt on the*e points Every evil-minded instigator m the 
disturbance, and those guilty of heinous crimes against 
private persons, shall be punished All those who appear in 
arms against tlie Government after tins notification is known 
shall be treated as open enemies ” 

The Governor General telegraphed the next day to stop 
the is«uc of the proclamation and do c\ crytlung to cliccl its 
operation, except in the cases of those who might have already 
taken advantage of it An improved proclamation was sub- 
stituted, consisting of a preamble and three paragrai hs, as 
follows " The Governor General of India in Council con- 
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sidcrs tint the proclamation issued nt Agra on the 25th in- 
stant, and nddre«cd to those soldiers who have been engaged 
in the late disturbances, might bo so interpreted as to lead 
many who fane been guilt} of the most atrocious crimes to 
expect that they will be allowed to escapo unpunished 
Therefore, to avoid all risk of bucIi misinterpretation, that 
proclamation is annulled by the Goa crnor-Gencral m Council, 
avbo declares os follows — 

** Every soldier of a regiment winch, although it has de- 
serted its post, ha* not committed outrages, will receive free 
pardon, if he immediately delta cr up hts arms to the ciail or 
military authority, and if no heinous crimes he shown to baao 
been perpetrated by lnm*»clf personally 

“ This offer of free and unconditional pardon cannot be ex- 
tended to tho*e regiments which have killed or wounded 
their officers or other persons, or which have been concerned 
in the commission of cruel outrage*. The men of such regi 
raents must submit themselves unconditionally to the autho- 
rity and justice of the Government of India. 

“ All w ho before the promulgation of this present proclama- 
tion may have availed themselves of the offer contained in the 
proclamation i«sued at Agra on the 25th instant, will enjoy 
the full and unreserved benefit thereof” 

In Ins reply to this me *agc, Mr Colvin Legged that the 
preamble of the amended proclamation might be omitted, on 
the plea that openly to undo any public act of his, where 
really no substantial change was made, as m this cn«c, would 
fatally *bahc his power for good ** His time,” he said, “ was 
tom by a thousand distraction*,” and he could not always frame 
his words as perfectly as be could wi«h The request was ac 
ceded to, and a mere notification made at the end of the new 
proclamation, that all former offers of pardon by local autho- 
rities were cancelled , but, as it turned out, both announce- 
ments v. ere only waste paper Not a man ever came forward 
to claim the benefit of the greater or the lesser act of grace 
Two months later, Lord Canning, when he had exhausted 
the utility of hanging and blowmg away from guns tried 
lus sole hand at conciliation, and was not more eucce sful 
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than Mr. Colvin liad been. It was his lot never to excite 
gratitude or fear. 

The framework of .society in the North-West fell to pieces, 
and men held life and land by the law of the strongest. The 
zemindars and the village communities who had been dis- 
possessed of their estates or holdings by civil suits, entered 
again into possession. Old feuds were recollected and avenged. 
Old landmarks were everywhere obliterated. Settlements 
and title-deeds, the record of the decree and the property 
which it represented, were swept away. Government had no 
existence, and order no rallying point. The ruler of thirty 
millions of souls had no voice for good or evil, except within 
the boundaries of Agra, and those were soon to be contracted 
to the narrowest space. After leading for some weeks 
a harassed life in the city, and virtually losing a battle 
without the walls, Mr. Colvin snw the gaol opened and its 
population of three thousand let loose over the country, the 
cantonment burnt, and the town sacked ; and then, betaking 
himself to the fort, was doubtless glad when death came and 
brought oblivion of the world’s troubles. He died on the 
£th of September last, loved and respected as an. individual, 
but not missed as a statesman. 

The 15th and 30th N.I. mutinied at Nusseerabad on the 
28th of May. They were counted amongst the most faithful 
soldiers of the state, and there was not an officer with 
them who would not hare vouched for their honesty un'ler 
any circumstances. That quality had been often praised by 
tlieir superiors; but it was not of a rery durable kind, eceio" 
that the two corps rose in rebellion a fortnight after the news 
of the Delhi outbreak had been received at the station. The 
15th were the first to commence, and seized the guns, which 
were charged by the 1st Bombay Lancers, but without effect. 
Four officers of the latter were killed and wounded, but none 
ot the men, — a fact which can only be accounted for under 
the idea that it was understood that the cavalry should not 
take the guns and that the Sepoys should not fire on the 
horsemen. Aflcr the 15th had been firing at tlieir officers 
for a couple of hours, and had burnt the cantonment and 
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threatened to attack the 30th, whom they adjured by every 
sacred tic to fight for thetr religion, the litter got tired 
of holding out, nnd took part in the revolt The colonel 
summoned the European and native officers to the front, nnd 
the litter begged of them to fly with all Imtc. There was 
no other course to pursue; nnd the .Europeans made off to 
Beawr, where some of the 30th came n fen days afterward*, 
nnd laid down their arm* "When the officers left, the vil- 
lagers made their nppcnrancc in nmicd gang*, nnd plundered 
the "tation The two regiments, w ith six gun*, subsequently 
made their way to Delhi 

The Ncemuch brigade mutinied on the 3rd of .Tunc 
They consisted of the 4th troop, 1st brigade of Native 
IIor«e Artillery, the left wing of the l«t Cavalry, 72nd 
X I , and the 7th Regiment of the Gwalior Contingent. 
For some days the force had been m a *tatc of great Agi- 
tation, and the people in the bazaar fled in crowds on (lie 
30th, believing that the Sepoy* bad n«cn Thetr fears were, 
however, quieted, and Colonel Abbott, commanding the 
72nd, held a durbar on the 2nd of June, which W03 attended 
bv all the officers of the native regiments In answer to Ins 
remonstrances, they assured him that the cflcnccencc bad 
entirely sub ulcd and that all were perfectly quiet, including 
the artillery, who had repacked the ammunition which they 
took out of the limbers that morning They were <h nn««ed 
with injunctions to take care of their men, but, at eleven 
o’clock the next morning, the signal guns w ere fired, and in 
a very *hort time the cantonment was in flame® The Sepoys 
closed round the officers and tlicir families who were advised 
to go into the hou*e of a jemadar in the line®, with a view, as 
they afterwards thought, of keeping them together till the 
word woa given to murder them, but one of the native 
officer* came into the place, from which he turned them out, 
and told them to hasten away for their live They took 
the advice, and, accompanied by a handful of faithful men, 
reached a place of safety The rebels joined the Xu^eerabad 
troop , and carried the gun3 and the treasure to Delhi 

At XngpOTe a plot, which had been in agitation for three 
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months, for the murder of every European in the station, was 
discovered just as it was about to be carried into execution 
The conspirators lnd organised all the details of the rising 
and posted the men who were to carry out the design 

One of the Rissalah, the authors of the plot, had been 
sent to endeavour to induce the 1st N I to join them, but 
thej, true to their salt, resisted the temptation, seized 
and confined the tempter, and spread the alarm The 
ringleaders were instantly apprised of the discovery, 
and two of them hastened to the houses of the European 
officers to give the alarm, hoping by this stratagem to elude 
detection. The alarm was given on the night of the 13th of 
June, and the massacre was to have commenced an hour or 
two afterwards Of course, immediate steps were taken to 
guaid against the consequences of an attack The 32nd 
N I , which had marched to Kamptce, together with 
detachments of artillery and cavalry, was recalled The 
arsenal, which contained an immense quantity of arms and 
warlike stores, was guarded by only fifty Madras Sepoys, 
who were now strengthened, and gun®, double shotted with 
canister, were placed m position Thirty thousand pounds of 
powder were destroyed, to prevent its falling into the hands of 
the insurgents The Scetabuldcc hill, which the Commis- 
sioner had wished to dismantle, waB hastily occupied, and its 
guns, commanding the city a3 well as the treasury and 
arsenal, overawed the conspirator", who had counted upon 
finding the Europeans an easy prey So confident were they 
of success that they had allotted amongst themselves the 
wives of their intended victims, and settled the proportion in 
wl ich the treasure, amounting to about 150,0007, should be 
distributed On tho 17th of June, tho irregulars were dis- 
armed without resistance, and a proclamation was issued, 
ordering the inhabitants to give up their arms witlnn five 
daja. More iroop3 arrived at the station soon afterwards, 
uni the leaders were tried and hung, not n hind being raised 
in their bclnlf, though tl ere could ho no doubt tint tlicj In 1 
the sympathies or nearly tho entire population. 3\o further 
attempt at rctolt was made m the capital of Nagporo 


nut*, xit nnOTHI RSMISUNI>LI»5TAM)JN(. I’ACII OTIJI R. 159 


At Siugor, llic 3rd Irregular, 31 et, and 42ml N. I., were 
stationed under tho command of Brigadier Sage. IIo 
1ml a company of European arlHlerj, and a number of 
officer*, unable of course to make nnj effect ml resistance. 
On tlio 29tb of June the Brigadier moacd into tbc fort with 
Ms guns and tbc whole of the European population. The 
natiac soldiery took advantage of the ab-»cnco of control to 
loot the treasury and cantonments. The Brigadier w as too 
weak to go out and attack them, and was afraid tint if he 
lired from tho fort the walls would fall down from the con- 
cussion In this emergency, lie called in all the officers, tho 
Sepoys of tho 31et loudly complaining of the desertion of 
their natural leaders. They said they were desirous of doing 
their duty, and gaa c the mos»t signal proof to that effect by 
attacking the 42nd ten dajs afterwards. Not an officer of 
the corps was present; but with the aid of forty troopers who 
remained faithful, and four Englishmen, who joined them 
and brought some cliuprassics to a«sist, tho 3 1st utterly 
routed tho rest of the rebels, inflicting great loss upon them, 
and captured a large gun and 60 mc elephants, which they 
gaac up to the authorities. The Sepoj character is inex- 
plicable enough at all times, but here was a new phase of it. 
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Tnc difference between Lord Canning and Sir John Law- 
rence lies simply in this, that the one never succeeded, and 
tbo other never failed, in anything he undertook. The con- 
trast of the two men exhibits something marvellous. But for 
Sir John Lawrence, Delhi would not have been taken ; but 
for Lord Canning, Cawnpore would not have fallen. The 
one creates means, the other only dissipates them. The one 
finds everything within his own brain, the other can glean 
nothing from the whole outside world. 

At the time of the Meerut revolt, there were eight British, 
and twenty-five native regiments in the Punjaub. The former 
w ere neaily all Eent on to Delhi, the latter entirely broken up 
or disarmed, and not above a dozen European lives have been 
taken by mutineers except in fair fight with our countrymen. 

Three days after the outbreak at Meerut, the 45 th and 
57th N. I. rose in mutiny at Ferozepore. They had pre- 
viously avowed their determination not to use any more of 
the cartridges, and the news of what had occurred found 
them ready to be up and doing in imitation of their gallant 
black brethren ; but happily there was no second General 
Hewitt to be dealt with on this occasion. The sions of In- 
subordination had not escaped the notice of the military 
chiefs, who wisely prepared at once for the worst. There 
was oyly one corps of Europeans in the station, II. M. 61st; 
liut till*, with tlic European artillery, -was quite sufficient 
to vindicate tile claims of justice. As a preliminary step, 
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the wives and children of Europeans were ordered into the 
intrenched magazine; and this being done, tho two regiments 
were paraded and ordered to march to their .respective 
cantonments. They refused to obey, and made for tho 
magazine, a company of the 57th N. I., on 'duty inside, 
throwing over ladders and ropes to assist them in scaling tho 
outer walls. Three hundred of tho rebels made their way to 
tho interior/nnd with loud Bhout? rushed to the ordnance* 
stores ; but a company of tho Queen’s troops stood in tho 
way. A detachment of five files fired, and knocked over 
six of the assailants ; *and tho remainder required no second 
reason for getting out of harm’s way. They next tried to get 
in the rear of the little hand, but with no better Bucces3, 
and were soon flying in all directions. Now and then 
clusters of the Sepoys outside would be seen crawling on 
the top of the walls like beetles, but only to be brushed 
away with the butt-ends of the European muskets. The 
party inside who had invited their appearance, were of 
courae disgusted with this summary mode of extinguishing 
a plot that had cost some trouble in hatching, and prepared 
to do battle with the delighted Englishmen; but the sight of 
tho levelled muskets, backed by Lieut. Angelo’s two guns 
loaded with grape, quelled their ardour, and they promptly 
flung down their arms and were marched out. Before the 
night set in the contest was over ; the magazines of the mu- 
tineers were blown up by the artiljery. The 57th were en- 
tirely disarmed, and 200 of the 45tli sent in their arms and 
colours. The next day the rebels avenged themselves by 
recommencing the task of burning the bungalows ; hut that 
was soon put a atop to. The 10th cavalry who stood firm 
throughout the affair, and the 61st, cut them up in all.dircc- 
tious. The country round about Ferozepare is a level 
plain, for many miles, and afforded no cover to impede the 
pursuers * For weeks after the occurrence of the mutiny, 
fugitives from the 45th- were either killed daily, or brought in 
to meet the scarcely less inevitable doom. The last police 
in connection with. the -above corps is that of a general 
parade being ordered at Ferozgpore, when twenty-four 
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mutineers were brought out to undergo the punishment for 
their crime Twelve of them purchased life by consenting 
to give information against their accomplices , anil of the re- » 
miming motel} , two were hinged, and the rc*t blown ftlvay 
from guns A few of the rebels, no doubt, mide their wiy 
to Dcllu , but between the Queen’s troops and tho 45th and 
57tli N I the bilancc of mischief inflicted was vastly on 
•tho side of the former 

At Mean Mecr, where the 16th, 26th, and 40tl» N.I , 
■with the 8th Cavalry, plotted to murder tho Europeans 
and obtain po”C«sion of the fort, the plan of operations for 
their defeat was carried out, whilst tho wives and daughters 
of tho good folks of Lahore were enjoying themselves at a 
l nil. Europeans wero marched down to tho fort instead 
of tho expected native relief, tho guards were turned 
out and disarmed, and tho rest of the bewildered con- 
spirators were deprived of tho means of doing mischief 
before they could realise the fact that their plot hid got 
wind At Pcshawur, Colonel Edwardes disarmed the 21st, 
24th, 27th, 51st N I , and the 5th Cavalry, without a drop of 
blood shed Tho 55th mutinied, and took possession of 
Murdaun, which they were soon glad to evacuate A 
hundred of them, flying to tbc Swat bills for protection 
against the proselytising English, were compensated by 
being forcibly converted to Mussulmans at the hands of 
tbeir humorous entertainers The revolt of the 3rd N I 
at PhiUour completed the catalogue of Sepoy crime m the 
Punjaub for the month of May, and up to that period not a 
single Euiopean had been murdered 

June opened in the Punjaub with the revolt of the 64tlr 
at Peshawur, who were disarmed without difficulty, tho good 
work being followed by tho disarming of the 62nd and 69th at 
Mooltan The Jullunder force, consisting of the 36th and 6lst 
N I and the 6th Cavalry, rose on the 8th of June At Phil- 
lour they were joined by the 3rd N I , and tho united force 
made off to Mu by forced marches Brigadier Johnstone, 
commanding at Jullunder, left the station after the rebels 
quitted it, and took the same road , hut it wouldhc wrong to 
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■*ay that he pursued them 'He made slow matches whilst they 
went at the top of their speed He was able to miSslns way 
once or twice, and finally ceased to go m the e amo direction 
After a day or two the nfutmeers turned towards X>elhi, 
the Europeans went back to their po^ts, and Brigadier 
Johnstone retired to the hills to take the repose that was 
needful for him Mr Ricketts, of the civil sen ice, attacked 
the rebel column with a few Sikhs and newly raised levies,* 
but cpuld only exhibit on a small scale the effect that might 
have been produced by vigorous measures on the part of the 
•Brigadier The fugitives held on their way with unabated 
speed, and finally reached Delhi. 

Whisk the Sepoys of the Bamckporc division were offer- 
ing their red coats for 6alo in the streets of Calcutta opposite 
the very window s of Government House, and were deserting 
unmolested m batches, Sir John Lawrence was blowing their 
fellow soldiers away from guns for no heavier offence He 
adopted, at the very outlet, the line of policy which has made 
his name as famous amongst the people of England as it had 
hitherto been famous amongst the Indian nations. No trust 
in professions of loyalty, no mercy for signs of disaffection, 
were the axioms winch he had laid down for the guidance of 
hta subordinates. He knew that the Hmdostanees were not 
to be relied upon, and that the British troops were far too 
few even to hold the Punjaub in the face of a rebel population 
in arms. The only course then was to call upon the Sikhs 
and exhibit to them an enemy whom they despised as “well 
as hated pierce as was the animosity with which the “oldicrs 
of Runjcct Singh regarded the terrible race who had mattered 
to the winds their hopes of universal ma«tcry in Hindo«tnn, 
they regirded the Brahmin and Rajpoot Sepoys with a far 
deeper antipathy The Sikh felt that these men, who for 
‘bravery anil eniiurnneo were not to’oc compared wifn ’unnscYi, 
were the natural aristocracy of lus rice, who looked upon 
liun«elf ns an unclean thing, and he hntcdlhcm, as democrats 
hate a scornful noble, ns sectarians in religion bate each 
other The value of such antagonism was soon developed 
11 lien the 55th mutinied, the whole regiment were of conr°o 
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deprived of their* arms ; but the Sikh recruits, only a hundred 
in number, offered to fight the rest of the corps, if the 
officers would let them have their muskets back again. They 
were immediately reinstated, and "from that hour to the present 
there has been no cause to regret the reliance placed on Sikh 
fidelity. The occupation of hunting down’ Sepoys in the, 
Punjaub or elsewhere has, to be sure, been a profitable one. 
."Where the mutineer had shared in the plunder of the 
treasuries, he paid his heirs and executors liberally enough 
for their trouble of killing ; when he had merely broken bounds 
and went off to join the main body^the Government gave. 
5l. for him if caught with arms, and half that sum if captured 
without them s and the King of Delhi was silly enough to 
aid our policy by inflicting cruel tortures on tbe Sikhs who 
fell into his hands. Some of these were sent into General 
Barnard’s camp, frightfully mutilated, as a challenge and a 
warning to the inhabitants of the Punjaub. The Sikhs, who 
feel as one man, swore to have vengeance ; and they have 
kept {heir oaths. 

The 10th Irregulars were disarmed at Nowjshera on the 
26th of June. Their arras and horses, the latter their own 
property, were taken from them, and, under a guard of levies, 
they were dismissed to their homes, remorseful and ruined. 
At Jhelum the 14th were summoned to lay down their arm«, 
hut resisted and fought desperately, inflicting a heavy loss 
upon the detachment of Europeans who attacked them. 
They were, however, driven out of -the station, and cut to 
pieces in a great measure by the people of the country , hut 
>cry few finding their way to the rebel head-quarters. The 
mutiny of the 46 th at Scalkotc was more signally punished. 
The corps rose ns if by an uncontrollable impulse, killed the 
Brigadier- Colonel Briml and some other officers, and took 


to flight. On the 12th July they were encountered by the 
ino\ cable column under Brigadier Nicholsoq. xoutad jtftw , v 
short engagement, and compelled to betake themschcs to 
island in tho lta.ee, from rriiith they escaped only to ho 
1, anted to death by the armed Sikhs or the enger population 
of the district, Ihc corps was literally ^terminated. 
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The mutiny of the 10th Cavalry at Pcshawur, on the JOtli 
of August, was the last instance of rebellion in the Punjaub. 
They killed a single officer, wn<^ wounded tvro or throe 
European soldiers, and got away, after some Io«, to Delhi, 
where it is said they were but coldly received ; for they had 
killed, during the time they remained loyal, more of their 
own countrymen than they could expect to slaughter of the 
English in" future, let their prowc« be ever so great. A 
force intended to be augmented to 30,000, and compo-ed of 
two-fifths Sikbs, one-fifth lull races and two-fifths Maho- 
incdans, Punjauhccs and Pathans now occupies the place of 
the Pcngnl regiments, and as yet the result of the experiment 
has been eminently successful. Of all tho«c public sonants 
who in this generation have deserved well of their country, 
not one man ranks truly higher than the Chief Comtm-doncr 
of the Punjaub. 
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cnAP. xiv. 

TnC GWALIOR RISING — • CONTrADICTORY CONDUCT OF Tlir 1IOSSCL- 

MAN C It ALrr IlOLKAR AND IIIS CONTIVOrMS — TFTE I tVOLT 

AT MHOW AND INDORE 

Tnr Maliratta states of Gwalior nnd Indoro are each 
hound by treaty to support a body of troops officered from 
the Comp'fnj’B army, and under the boTc orders of the British 
residents at their respective court? Scindiah’a Contingent, 
consists of five companies of artillery w ith thirty guns, two 
regiments of cavalry, and 6C\en of infantry, in all about 
seven thousand three hundred men Holkar’s Contingent is 
made up of two companies of artillery with twelve guns, a 
thousand cavalry, and fifteen hundred infantry The mate- 
rial of which the«e troops were composed differed in no re- 
spect from that of the Bengal army. The men were re- 
cruited from the same districts, wore the same uniform, and 
were disciplined exactly like the regular forces The 
Government perhaps relied upon them as a cheek to the in- 
subordination of their own proper forces, but in the time of 
trial it was found that the Contingents were neither more 
loyal nor the reverse, neither more blood-thirsty nor kind- 
hearted than the ordinary Sepoy That they have hitherto 
been so little heard of arises we believe from the fact, that 
their nominal masters have not been able to make up their 
jsiwmIs wi- ugwirsi* us- File areatfot " 

losing their dominions in case we are successful m putting 
down the rebellion, has of course considerable weight with 
them , but then, on the other hand, the Govermnentof India 
has taken such pains to make that result appear finlikely, 
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tint we could hardly blame them if they made their selec- 
tion finally m favour of independence To a Mahratta the 
prospect of turmoil and plunder must be almost irresistible , 
and even when brought up as Scmdiah nnd*Holkar have 
been, at the feet of the Honourable Company , he must feel 
as the young pet tiger feels when a flock of chickens first 
falls in his way Holl ar, we believe, has hitherto done his 
best to uphold the connection of Indore w ith the British, 
but it is no secret that tempting offers had been made to bun 
to place "himself at tbe head of the Mahrattns, and convert 
them once more -into tbe dominant race Scmdiah s own 
troops have already fraternised with tbe Contingent,ani 
having *ho apparent means of enforcing even the observance 
of neutrality towards tbe British, he will perhaps either abdi- 
cate or go with the stream It will be a fortunate thing for 
him if he can postpone his decision till Christmas next, as by 
that time he will find no difficulty in deciding where his 
interest lies. 

The Gwalior Contingent was paraded on the 17th of May 
to bear the Governor Generals proclamation, which we arc 
told by one,who was present, was read to them most impres- 
sively by Bngaher Bam say, who took the Eame opportunity 
of addressing the troops This he did most clearly and 
pointedly, corn eying as distinctly ns words could com ey it 
to the minds of native soldiery the utter absurdity of the 
rumours that the British Government wished to interfere 
with native cas.e or native religion in any shape or form 
The speech wiu well delivered by a man well acquainted 
w ith the nati> e Lnguage, and had a most excellent effect. 

A day previoui to the mutiny a number of homes were 
set on fire, and though the Sepoys readily lent a hand in 
conveying the furniture to a place of safety, tlieir tone and 
’ncarnig Amwch qffrm’iy wWt Tur^tfi 'on uxpctfa'Zi 'Trum ‘’man 
wheff the needful incentive to revolt should be supplied. 
There were Europeans of course on the spot, and a Sepoy 
talking to them sail, ** 1 ou 1 ave come to see to day s sport 
but to-morrow you will behold a different kind of fun " The 
remark*was e gmflcant, and had its effect on the minds of 
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the hearers, hut- they could only sit with hands folded, and 
wait the course of events. The next day was Sunday, the 
fav ourite day for mutiny, and, as threatened, the Sepoys got 
up their <s tamasha.” Towards nightfall a bugle sounded, 
and the troops tyrned out on parade, and when, the officers 
made their appearance they were assailed. A party made 
for the Brigadier's quarters, and with loud shouts called 
upon him to come forth, hut a faithful Sepoy had anticipated 
them. This man rushing into the house liyd hands on him, 
and hurried him but of the compound to a pla<ie of safety : 
the mutineers, baulked in this instance of their prey, avenged 
themselves by setting fire to the bungalows, and carrying 
away the whole of the property. Another officer was roused 
out of bed by his guard, and one 'of them coming up quietly 
said, “’Sahib, fly ; all is lost.” As the man walked an ay the 
rest of the guard came up, and said,„ “ The liousea are on 
fire, shall *we load 9 ” The officer replied that it was useless 
to load muskets to put out a fire, on which they marched 
back* to the guard-house ; but watching then' through the 
window lie saw the whole of them deliberately loading, and 
ielt that it was time to get away. A coupli of shots were 
fired at him, and he turned to escape in mother direction, 
but only succeeded in getting into a place of shelter by 
running under fire from the whole guard. By this time the 
-whole station was in an uproar ; men, womin, and children 
were flying from all quarters towards the Rajah’s palace, 
whilst the rebels were eagerly searching the houses in can- 
tonments for victims. Upwards of twenty-seven persons 
were murdered, but the thirst for blood was not unh crsal. 
Sea oral instances occurred where pains were taken to pre- 
serve life; in one case three Sepoys saved a lady and her 
children by conveying them to the roof of a house, where 
they remained whilst the search was going on for them 
below, and then escaped when the mutineers had rj fit fed 
the pre mixes. The surv irors w ere sent lb rw ard next day to 
Agra, under an escort fwnu'hcd by Scinhnh ; but they had 
only gone a short distance when a sowarrodc up to say that 
there was mutiny in the durbar, on which the escort turned 
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back again. The poor fugitives, footsore* and bleeding, 
trudged on over beds of kunkur and through thorny ravines 
till they reached the jaghire of a friendly rajah, -who sent a few 
B0War3 with ordera to sec them safe. to Agra. They reached 
that place at last, after being in hourly danger from the men 
of the escort, who ridiculed and abused them every step of 
' the way. * 

. The rest of the Contingent at Neemuch, Augur, Seprec, and 
Sultanpore mutinied soon after the revolt of head quarters. 
The 7th were the last to join the rebels at 'Neemuch. They 
guarded the treasure for twenty-four hours, but at the" end 
of that time the Horse Artillery approached to attack them : 
they saw the station in flames, and felt themselves powerless 
to resist the rebels or to help their officers. The suhadar 
ordered the 1 ' gates of the fort to he thrown open, and the 7th 
marched out to join the Bengal Sepoys. Before the crowd 
of mutineers approached they induced their officers to Beck 
safety in flight, and many of them accompanied the fugitives 
for a considerable distance, showing gennine grief for what 
had taken place. But the conduct of the 7th, though it 
exhibited’as much good feeling as we had a right to expect, 
was not to be compared to that of the 1st Irregular Cavalry, 
upwards of 200 of whom, .under Lieut Cockburn, marched 
out of Gwalior on the 13th of June, at an hour’s notice. 
They know what had taken place at Meerut and Delhi, and 
that they were called upon to fight if need be on the side of 
Government,* hut without a murmur, they marched twenty- 
seven miles a day for seven days in succession ; no slight 
task in the North-west of India at that season of the year. 
They reached Allyghur a few hours before the mutiny of 
the 9th N. I. -took place, and not being led against the 
rebels, it is Ixnrd to say what their conduct would have been 
VI ‘in-uiqbfi, : n tco tux flinA. *wrfn *hrin 

They Escorted, however, all the officers, women, and children 
to Ilatrass in safety: Two days after they arm cd at that 
place, a hundred of the party mounted their horses to desert, 
and called upon the rest of tho detachment to join them, and 
fight for .their religion. If they refused, they were false to 
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the prophet, ancj would be beggars for .the rest of their days. 
Neither persuasion nor menace had any effect, and friends of 
long standing and relatives, shook hands and parted, the one 
moiety to slaughter the Feringees, and the other remaining 
to protect them, and punish their enemies. For weeks 
afterwards the faithful few remained and performed the 
most essential service to the State, of which the*following iS 
only a single instance. A party of five hundred .villagers 
had got together about three miles from Hatrass, where they 
had been robbing and murdering all passengers, and Lieut. 
Cockbum resolved to attack them. He put four men in a 
„ covered bullock cart, such a3 is used for conveying re- 
spectable females, and sent them on ahead' of his party of 
forty troopers, who dodged amongst tho trees so as to he out 
of sight. Of course when the marauders saw ihe bullock 
cart, they made a dash at it, and lifting up the curtains re- 
, ceived the contents of four carbines from the supposed ladies. 
This wa9 followed by a cliarge from the troopers in ambush, 
who-rode at the insurgents, and cut down fifty of them, 
without injury *to a man on their own side. ,The’Surprisc 
was complete, and the neighbourhood was cleared at once of 
the entire band^of rebels. On the day following, they res- 
cued upwards of twenty Europeans from a village where 
they had been kept in confinement, and continued to per- 
form the like services, until Asiatic nature could hold out no 
longer against the inducements to join the 'cause of the 
Bengal army, when they made their way to the main body of 
their countrymen. Such examples, which might be multiplied 
to almost any extent, shows beyond all question, that there 
never was any plot even amongst tho Mussulmans, to rise 
against the English government. Each man found nt last a 
reason to his liking for mutiny and murder, hut assuredly 
there was neither a unity of feeling, nor a common purpose 
omong-t them at the outset of the MSvrTceiMB, 

Ilolknr's troops remained steady through the whole of the 
month of June, and it was thought tint reliancecould be placed 
upon their loyalty ; but on the morning of the 1st of July a 
couple of guns passed rapidly through the cantonments of 
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been ■warned of the intended rising, l)ut a reliance upon 
what lie had done for the regiment, and belief in the asser- 
tions of the leading men, who told Inm that it was only a 
few turbulent spirits who were disaffected, made him blind 
to the plainest signs of impending mutiny. That evening 
a trooper had warned his officer not to appear in the lines,* 
and a coolie reported that a Sepoy had a«hed lum to join in 
the outbreak, which was to take place at ten o’clock But 
neither Colonel Platt nor Major Harris, commanding the 
1st Cavalry, would listen to statements against their faith- 
ful soldiers, and both paid for their incredulity w ith their 
lives "When the firing from the lines became general, the 
officers galloped off under a shower of bullets, w ent to the 
arsenal, and dmrtncd and turned out the native guard, 
armed themselves with muskets, and manned two bastions 
of the fort. Adjutant Pagan of the 23rd, had ridden up to 
the quarter guard of his regiment, and ordered the Sepoys 
fo turn out, hut their reply was a shower of musketry 
Colonel Platt ordered out the artillery, and insisted upon 
the adjutant returning back with him to the lines, not being 
able to realise to his imagination that his ’men were traitors 
Neither of* theiq came back again they were hacked 
to pieces, together with Major Harris, who was found 
next morning lying tlcad by the side of his Horse Lieu- 
tenant Dent and Dr Thornton had narrow escapes, the 
former had been with the cavalry picket on the Indore 
road, and when the firing commenced his men remounted 
their horses, and were about marching to cantonment, when 
three troopers rode up, one of whom discharged a pistol at 
him , his guard, who might have shot him with the greatest 
ease at any moment during the previous hour, now shouted 
out ** Kill lum, kill him ” The speed of his horse saved him 
from a second attack which might not have been so harmless 
Dr Thornton had been concealed m a dram all night, afford 
mg not the first example of hunted fugitives who have been 
savfd from death during the rebellion, by' taking advantage 
of the Hindoo superstition with regard to these places Lieu- 
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tenant Simpson 6wetl liis life to two of his men, who remained 
with him all night in the bazaar. The next morning they 
asked permission to look for some of their tilings in the lines, 
and returned to join the rebels. .Had the outbreak been de- 
layed an hour all the officers might have been easily mur- 
dered in their* beds, and the fort perhaps captured: the 
women and children had been sent there the previous day, 
and it was five o’clock upon the evening of the mutiny be- 
fore Captain Hungcrford commanding the artillery could per- 
suade Colonel Platt to N allow him to move his guns into the 
fort. Upon such slight incidents rested the lives of the 
whole body of Europeans at Mhow. 

The morning after the mutiny found the station entirely 
deserted ; the rebels had moved off in a body in the direc- 
tion of Lucknow, but some of the Maharajah’s men returned, 
and were taken again into pay. It appears that the rascals 
had quarrelled about the division of spoil ; the Bengal rene- 
gades asserted that the Contingent ’had no right to share in 
the loot taken in the regular way from the Comparfy. For 
some days previous to the outbreak reports of disaffection 
had been floating about to the great scandal of the regiment 
and their officers. On the 4th of June a'man bf the 23rd 
came running into the cavalry lines with a story that the 
artillery were' coming down Jo blow them away ; the native 
officer on duty arrested him, and his <c comrades ” called for 
liis punishment. Nothing could be more satisfactory, espe- 
cially when it was borne in mind that, at the morning parade 
on the Gth, the different companies to a min, through their 
own officers, petitioned Colonel Platt to accept their offer 
of fighting against the mutineers at Delhi. The Colonel 
thanked 'the men, and promised to report to Government 
their tender of services. An officer narrating the latter fact 
♦a, a.n fcwnpupip , -prupvJ ij -muuvhfch," 'khifylnt’A’int u 1 nnk. 'i ho, 
mutiny.” 

The Bhopal Contingent, stationed at Indore, mutinied in 
concert with the Mhow force : they consisted of a battery of six 
guns, four troops of cavalry, numbering 250 sabres, and eight 
companies of infantry, amounting to 700 men. In addition 
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to this force there were the JJalwa Bheels, consisting of 250 
men, and two companies of infantry belonging to the Mehid- 
pore Contingent. The outbreak scarcely seems to have been 
concocted by any portion of the Indore troops. Contrary to 
the usual state of feeling, the cavalry were well affected in 
the main, but they were disliked and suspected by the 
infantry and artillery ; a portion of the latter, under Hol- 
kar’a officers, being stationed at the opium godowns, in 
which, two companies, of the Maharajah’s infantry were 
lodged. On the morning of the 1st, Holkar’a guns opened 
the ball by firing a volley of grape into the square where 
the horses of the Bhopal cavalry were picketed, and the 
infantry assembled and began firing at the officers. There 
were two guns at the Residency, which replied to the 
mutineers; and if the Bheels, who were staunch enough, 
could have been persuaded to fight, the former would have 
most likely got the worst of it. But they were afraid to 
■stir in advance, and could not be persuaded to remain in a 
post of danger. . Colonel Travers, commanding the force, 
did all that a loyal soldier could accomplish, but the insur- 
gents were too powerful Tor him. Atthe head of only five 
troopers he charged the Bhopal artillery and rode into the 
battery, the gunners lying down under their guns. Had 
half a troop been at his back he would have captured the 
battery ; but though the charge gave time for the horsemen 
to come up and form in position, they appeared beuildcrcd, 
and galloped wildly about the station, neither receiving nor 
doing harm. Ah officer went to the treasury, where the 
infantry, to Bupport the Residency guns, were ’posted, but 
was told that if he did not go away they would shoot him. 
It eoon became apparent that fighting wa3 hopeless : the 
artillery, unsupported, could make no effectual resistance; 
more guns were coming up from the city, and the rabble 
were assembling in great numbers, eo that there was nothing 
left but to retreat. Colonel Durand gavo a reluctant order 
to that effect, and the small body of Europeans moved off, 
the ladies seated on the gun carriages, a small party of 
Sikh cavalry, which had remained neutral j cohering the 
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flanks, tlie two nine-pounders bringing up the rear, and the. 
Bhccls following in marching ^ordcr A few round shots 
were fired at them, but the mutineers were too glad to get 
them quickly out of the way, tint they might more safely 
carry out their schemes of plunder After the departure of 
the English they quitted the Residency, carried ofiT 95,000/ , 
and joining next day the mutineers at Mhow, the whole 
body marched off towards Agra, after haung murdered 
ihirty-fi\c Europeans, men, women, and children The 
fugitives got safely to Ilooaingabad after Bctcn days’ traacl- 
ling 

Of the horrible tortures indicted on our countrymen and 
their families both m Central India and elsewhere, we dare 
not trust ourselves to speak, but the imagination which 
can paint the worst of torments that revenge and malice can 
dense, will attain to the best idea of the realised atrocities 
And in many ca«es it fared as bad with those who es- 
caped the first burst of rebel ferocity The troops march-' 
mg on Delhi from Umballa could have found their way 
without a guide, by the mutilated fragments that met their 
gaze on each fety miles of road At one place they came 
across a band pf plunderers, amongst whom was a fellow 
. having the dress of an European lady tied round his body 
He was Beized with his companions, and marched on in the 
rear of the column, which a' short distance in advance 
came upon the body of the murdered woman from whom he 
bad taken the spoil A few paces further, and the boots of 
a child apparently about ten years old were found, with the 
feet m them, the legs having been cut off just about the 
ankles In, the above instance it was felt to be a small 
measure of atonement which the hanging of the murderer 
afforded The private soldier yearned for a retaliation, and 
Iujl batter-tjinjjJik officer could, scarcebj refrain, from. shann<r 
Ins feelings and affording the opportunity of gratifj mg them. 
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CHAP. XV. 

TnE REVOLT AT DINAPOr.fi ■ — REPOSAL OF gOTERNMENT TO DISARM 
THE SErOTS.*— GENERAL LLOYD; HIS TASTES AND SYMPATHIES. , 

TnE force atDinapore consisted of six ‘guns ; H. M. 10 th and 
two companies of the 37 th ; the 7 th, 8th, and 40 th N. T. The 
Sepoys were about three to one as compared with the English ; 
but bad it been thought advisable to reduce the odds before 
attempting to disarm the native regiments, there were 
-numerous opportunities of doing bo during the months 
of June and July, when reinforcements of Queen’s ’troops 
were passing''thc city almost daily. But in Dinapore, as 
elsewhere, argument and entreaty were of no avail against 
the policy of illusion. Always blundering .at leisure and* 
always obliged to repent in liaste,-the Government insisted 
that the Sepoys, were “ staunch,” and pboh-poolied each 
attempt to get things made safe. Upon the fidelity 'of those 
men depended vast interests, public and private.. The opium 
godowns, the treasury of Patna, and the indigo works of 
Behar, would most likely be looted and % destroyed by ’ 
successful mutineers. Why should such risks ‘be incurred 
when there was not a shadow of benefit to he gained 
thereby? Why care to keep in. a condition -of lighting 
efficiency, soldiers who had to be thcmscltes guarded by 
fighters still hrav cr nnd more skilful? Why ? because Lord 
Canning had told the Home Government that tho “panic ” 
was' not only “groundless” but temporary; that he could 
put it down without great difficulty, and had no fear for tho 
. army «i masse. And hence the Calcutta merchants, a 
deputation of whom waited upon him in .July, to beg tint 
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thcJScpoys at Dinapore might he disarmed, were coldly told 
that tlieir apprelien ions were not shared in by the autho- 
rities, who were satisfied with regard to the trustworthiness 
of the natne corps A statesman weighing the comparative 
value of evidence would have taken time to cons der whether 
the reports of two or three official , who, if the} were no 
better informed than the majority of their clas”, looked at 
the outer w orld only through the spectacles of their native 
subordinates, ought to outweigh the remon trances of men 
tiho c very means of reputable existence were perhaps 
staked on the correctness of tlieir information and their 
ability to turn it to good account Lot less than a million 
sterling has been advanced this «ea on in Calcutta on the 
standing crops of indigo in Bchar, and surely those who 
had embarked so much propert} , under the belief that their 
\cnturcs were safe from the hand of violence, might consider 
themselves entitled to consideration It was not as if 
compliance with their request entailed lo<a upon the Govern- 
ment or disgrace to the Sepoy Twelve hundred British 
troops, whose presence elsewhere would have been invaluable, 
were detained at the station on the sole ground that the 
native corps could neither be left to take care of Dmaporc 
nor sent to perform duty el ewliere^ They were of no u e 
ns soldiers , and 'as for the sentimental part of the que tion, 
so many thousands who had been lauded as “ staunch to the 
bad hone” had become traitors and murderers, — so many 
hundreds who had been specially praised by the Governor- 
General had been compelled to give up their arms under 
the pre =t! urc of British bayonets, that the Dinapore Sepoys 
might havo’found sufficient consolation for tlieir lo s of the 
means of doing mischief But the cause of mutiny Iio3 
domed more support from Government Hou s e, in Calcutta, 
than trom the royal palace ol Delhi of a ft Indian potentates. 
Lord Canning has been the most efficient ally of the Great 
Mogul 

General Lloyd, the brigadier commanding at Dinapore, is 
an officer of fill} -four years’ standing, a twelvemonth older 
than General IXcw »lt , but, neither in that rc«pect nor any 
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other point of personal merit, had he the advantage of his 
imbecile junior As a matter of duty, no less than as the 
utterance of an article of belief. General Lloyd sent constant 
assurances to Calcutta of the “ staunchness ” of his men , but 
towards the end of July he appears to have had misgivings 
on the subject, and at IaBt, on the 24th of that month he 
issued orders to have the percussion caps taken out of the 
magazine which was under the care of the Sepoys Tins 
was done in the early morning, but not without signs of 
mutiny on their part The 8th made a kind of rush towards 
the tumbnl in which the caps were removed, hut drew back 
before they reached it, and retired, shouting, to their lines 
It might have been supposed that, having shown distrust to 
such an extent, the general would have scarcely thought it 
worth while to consult the feelings of his Sepoys with 
regard to subsequent movements , hut no one can map out 
the course that is likely to he pursued in cases of emergency 
by Bengal brigadiers of seventy and upwards General 
Lloyd told the native officers to collect the fifteen rounds of 
ammunition in the pouches of the men, and, leaving a 
quantity of ball ammunition in the magazine, he sent word 
to the Sepoys that he would allow them till 4ru to con- 
sider whether they would give up the building quietly, 
ordered an afternoon parade, and then went to enjoy himself 
on hoard the steamer General and Sepoys profited by the 
opportunity to accomplish their hearts’ desires The former 
took lus daily siesta and slumbered quietly , and the latter, 
assembling in regiments, hastily filled their pouches with 
ammunition, removed their families, and deliberately pre- 
pared for the march to Delhi The Luropean pickets 
noticed the movement in their lines, and the 10 th and 37th, 
together with the artillery, were immediately under arms, 
but the general was non hero to be found, and the- second in 
command was absent looking for him A number of the 
ofliccra of the Sepoy regiments went down to their lines, in 
the 'am hojeof quieting their men however, they u crc 
there but a short time when the Sepoys began firing at 
tl cm , ct cn the loj al 40th blazed away at c\ cry Furopcan 
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the) saw The sick men tint were m the 10th ho*pit*il, 
and the guard, mounted on tlio roof, and immediately opened 
fire on the mutineers, who now began to fly in ever) direc- 
tion lortunatcl) none of the native infantry officers were 
touched, though set oral of them had verj narrow escape*. 
The lOtli then advanced with the halt cry of artillery, the 
whole covered b) about a hundred men of the 37 th foot, who 
were en route to Benares and armed with new Enfield rifles. 
By the time the) got to the native parade ground, the 
mutineers had got almost beyond range, but the gun3 
opened on them with round shot, and the Enfield rifles were 
aho plied , but few, if any, were touched They fled at the 
first discharge, and never attempted to rally The only 
person hurt was a man of the 37th, who was wounded acci- 
dentally by a comrade. The lines were then fired by the 
European*, and the camp followers and others gutted the 
huts m a very short time The mutineers left nearly every 
thing they had behind them, and had there been but a 
hundred dragoons in the station they might have cut the 
fugitives to piece*. 

The rebels had to cro'3 a deep nullali, and did it leisurely 
enough , but orders came to act before the day was over, and 
they had scarcely got out of range before the guns opened 
upon them with round shot, and materially quickened their 
movements, if no further results were obtained Once across 
the nullali, the Sepoys sat down in sopie mango topes and 
rented tlicm«elves, firing at intervals upon the Europeans. 
Groups of the fugitives amused them*clves in this manner 
till 2 r si. next day, and decamped ultimately without injur) 
TTe cannot help admiring the reliance on destiny winch 
enabled three regiments of Sepoy*, with only a scanty supply 
of ammunition, to beard 1000 Engli h soldier* in this 
*tj\c, men who longed to he at them, and who would *caTee\y, 
if allowed to fight, have left a eoul of them alive. Had the 
affair hcen the con equence of previous arrangement, it could 
not have been managed more harmlessly The Sepoys fired 
on their officer*, hut hit nobody On an officer of the 40th 
addressing an old acquaintance, who aimed at him in the 
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most deliberate style, tbc latter exclaimed “ Yea Sabib, what 
else would you have?” TYliat else, indeed, under tlic 
guidance of the Lloyd3 and others whom it is needless to 
mention ? 


When the SepoyB left Dinapore they made their way to 
Arnli, a place about fourteen miles pff The three corps 
were in hail of the station till three o clock on Sunday morn- 
ing the 26th, but no effort was made to pursue them There 
were plenty of elephants which could hate earned a detach- 
ment out in pursuit and driven the miscreants beyond Arrah 
or dispersed them , but no move a as made Sunday passed, 
and the rebels reached Muneer (about twelve miles on tho 
Arrah road), stayed to plunder and bum the railway engi- 
neer s houses. Sec , still without any hindrance from Dinapore 
Monday passed and though it was I now n where the muti- 
neers were, still the idea of pursuit or of saving Arrah 
was never entertained by the general Having neither guns 
nor cavalry, they might have been pursued and overtaken 
without difficulty , but it took General Lloyd two whole 
days to recover his senses, and not a man was moted till the 
evening of the 27th, when a hundred and ninety of the 37th 
started in the Hoorungotta steamer to the relief of the hand- 
ful of Europeans besieged at Arrah After proceeding some 
distance, the vessel grounded, and they remained fast tdl 
midday of the 29th, when the Bombay steamer came up 
with 150 men of tluj 10th and 70 Sikhs and took the 37th 
on board The whole force, now amounting to 400 men, 
disembarked about twel\e miles from Arrah about four r m , 
and commenced their march on that place On their waj 
they were informed that the enemy had evacuated Amh, — 
a falsehood which unhaj pily prompted Captain Dunbar, who 
commanded the force, to pu*h on, tl ougli the nwlit was 
growing atrj dark and tl cy were ignorant of the road 
Eager to wipe out the discredit attaching to the Europeans 
Tor allowing the mutineer, to c-c-ipc.jmd holding lus enemy 
in contempt, he thought of nothing but gcltm- otcr the 
ground, on l marched tuthout picket or advanced guard to 
the edge of a mango tope, where the rebels were planted m 
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ambush. A crasliing fire from both sides of the road was 
the first intimation of the presence of an enemy, and before 
any measures could be taken to extricate the force, Tolley 
after volley was poured into them, throwing the med into 
inextricable confusion. Unable to advance or retreat, afraid 
of firing lest they should hit their own comrade*, and totally 
bewildered as to the whereabouts of the foe, our brave 
fellows remained the whole night mere helpless targets, 
"When the morning dawned, order was restored, and abont 
half the number that had left Dinapore closed up, shoulder 
to shoulder, and began their retreat In thh movement no 
lack of military skill was exhibited. Skirmishers covered 
the retiring column, and made a stand whenever it was pos- 
sible ; but the Sepoys followed them up, taking advantage of 
every spot of cover ; and all the wounded unable to march 
were left behind to be ruthlessly slaughtered The survivors 
succeeded in reaching Dinapore at noon, their appearance 
adding to the dismay of the station, and to the bewilderment 
of the wretched general, who lo^t no further time in going on 
the sick. list. Amongst the list of killed were: Captain 
Dunbar, H. IT. 10th; Ensign Erskine, ditto; Lieut. Sale, 
H. M. 39th; Lieutenants Ingdby and Anderson, 7th and 
22nd B. If. L Volunteers ; mate of steamer, ditto ; railway 
engineer, ditto; and about 150 men ; hardly one of the re't 
escaping untouched. The rebel*, about two thou and strong, 
with some small guns which had been supplied by a neigh- 
bouring rajah, pursued them to the very edge of the canton- 
ments, though their own ammunition was so scant that they 
were obliged to fire buttons and stone-. It was something 
for them to boaat of, that they had routed a British force, 
and killed or wounded nearly the whole of them, with a 
lo-s to themselves of only half a dozen men. 

Ol course it was everywhere expected that the httle hand 
at Arrah would now he overwhelmed before aid could reach 
them from other quarters ; but, however unlucky the chance* 
that have superinduced a Johnstone upon a Hewitt, and a 
Lloyd on a J ohnstone, the present cn-i« has shown that the 
oTiccrs of the Sepoy army have amongat them men who arc 
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equal to any emci gency Tidings of the perilous condition 
of Arrali reached Major Vincent Ejrc at Buxar, and, 
knowing from experience in Afghanistan what mischief 
might he wrought by the delay and incompetence of a worn- 
out general, he started at once for the place with 150 of 
H M 1>tk Eusileers and three guns He found the party 
whom he came to relieve still holding out against the whole 
force of the enemy There were hut fifteen Europeans in 
alt, civilians, railway staff, and indigo planters, with fifty of 
Rattraj’s Sikhs They had knocked over no less than fifty 
of the rebels without the loss of a man to themselve a When 
the besiegers attempted to mine, they ran a countermine 
their water fell short, and they sank a well provisions failed, 
and they made*a sortie, coming back laden with provender 
The advance of Major Eyre was made just m the nick of 
tune He attacked the rebels os soon as he could get within 
range, and utterly dispersed them The siege was of course 
raised at once, and the garrison liberated They had nothing 

but the preservation of life to be thankful for, since the 
mutineers had burnt or plundered all the houses and property, 
public and private, on their route from DinaporC The \rhole 
of the railway works and bungalows on both Bides of the 
Soane had been destroyed, and what the* Sepoy spared the 
liberated convicts wrecked The cost in blood and treasure 
of the outbreak at Dmaporc, cannot be summed up for many 
months to come , but it will be enormous, and has been in- 
curred solely that an elderly brigadier might have time to 
eat lus luncheon in quiet. 

The mutiny at Dmapore paralysed for awhile the energies 
of all claves pf our countrymen in the fertile province ot 
Bchar The rum of the vast interests scattered over the 
country appeared imminent, and the authorities thought only 
of securing eafety by abandoning their stations The Com- 
missioner of Patna, Mr Tayler, who had, up to this time, 
JispHjcd great ncttvity and courage, ordered all the civilians 
to come m at onco to Dmaporc lie was obeyed in every 
ea-e but tint of the collector of Gya, Mr Alonro Money, u 1,0 
rcfu a cd to abandon the treasury under lus charge, containing 
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a large sum, and ultimately brought it in to Dmaporc under 
charge of a company of H M 37th There was valid cau e 
for alarm the troops from Dmaporc — three regiments of 
infantry, with tile greater portion of the 12th Irregulars — and 
many thou ands of liberated couwcts were spread OTCr the 
face of the country , and there was not for a *=ca«on, except m 
Dinapore, a single European between Benares and Ranee 
gauge, the latter place distant but 120 miles from Calcutta 
Patna with its opium godowns, cont lining perhaps pouon to 
the value of 2,000,000£ sterling, was distant but two hours’ 
march, the Mahoracdans of Bankipore, one of the city 
suburbs would have been only too happy to join in the work 
of plunder, and if it were sacked, the commissariat supplies for 
the force at Allahabad would be cut off Pat A as defended 
c olely by Rattray’s Siklis without guns, and, if that was 
captured, Dinapore must surrender, leaving Calcutta without 
any channel of communication between Bengal and the 
north we«t Had the rebels m their exodus shown as much 
skill ns danng, they would have been masters of Patna and 
had the whole of Behar at their mercy before General Lloyd 
had got back Jus recollections. 

lie have no heart to chronicle the massacre of JInn«i, 
and no *pace to devote to the outbreaks in Madras and 
Bombay It must suffice to «ay, that at Nagode and 
Jubbulpore the 50th and o2nd imitated at a late period the 
example of mutiny, and completed the defection of the Bengal 
army 

'Marvellous are the ways by wlncli Providence works out 
its ends. The leopard that we haac trained to hunt for us 
has turned upon his master, whil t the poor dumb hearts of 
burden, who are cruelly oppre^cd, bear their heavy loads in 
silence Had the Sepoys not rebelled the w rongs of India 
m ght have gone on accumulating until God grew utterly 
weary of us, and had the ryots n en at this time there would 
Im e been no future for us in the Ea«t. As it is we can atone 
as a nation for the paA We haae no apology to offer to 
the Brahmin, no injustice to own m the case of the Sepoy, 
but to ruined noble and miserable pra«nnt, we acknowledge a 
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debt of repentance, nnd trust that tlic first instalment of it 
may be paid without nn hour's delay. 

For twenty-one weeks, counting from the first receipt of 
intelligence of tho Meerut revolt, the Government of Inti* » 
was on its trill. It was subjected to n strain which tested 
every joint and searched every flaw, nnd tlic result win most 
dhutrous. Not a bolt remained in its place, not a riset but 
was started, not an inch of surface but was found to be 
dccajcd and rotten. It dbclo^cd neither the wisdom that 
could foresee danger nor the strength tint could on crcomc it. 

If the order of things could have been reversed, and the 
last acts of tho Government mido their first, matters 
would have now worn a very different aspect. '1 hey have 
done all that ^oitld be desired, but not nt tho right times. 
Volunteers wero enrolled, troops massed, enterprises under- 
taken, nnd foreign aid enlisted, but all at the wrong seasons. 
Calcutta was wisely left to the chief care of the civic force 
and the navy, but not until the rebel fires bad bl izcd out in a 
dozen station®, and it was seen that the Sepoy arm) had 
transferred its allegiance. ** Too late ! " w as inscribed bn the 
banner of tlic Glioorha®, when for the second time they 
turned their facc3 towards Lucknow; “ too late I” was graven 
on the lids of tlic empty chests in the treasury, when a loan 
was called for, and a second bid was made for the hoards of 
the capitalist ; 11 too late 1 ” was shouted by the public when 
the order w ns giv on to disarm the regiments at Dinaporc ; 
“ too late 1 ” was shrieked from the w ell nt Cawnporc ; ” too 
late 1 ” was echoed by the breeze tint swept over the battle- 
ments of Lucknow. We saw in those days, the story of 
bisyphus enacted. The ceaseless striving, and the sure 
defeat; the hand constantly striking, but the foe still remain- 
ing in front ; the feet alwaj s inarching, but the goal as far 
off as ever; the Sibyl’s price paid, but tlic book of fate not 
forthcoming. It seemed as %F a single faculty had swallowed 
up every other quality of national greatness. Never did 
English courage shine out so gloriously, neTer was English 
want of capacity so thoroughly displayed. We were oian°s in 
the field and dwarfsin the council Outsold, ers surpassed in 
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into (lie treasury would then have cost seven percent, but the 
announcement would Ime caused nrush of contributors, and, 
by adding to tlic number and interest of tho public creditor*, 
have served to stiengthen our hold of the country Hut the 
idea of giving n bonus of two per cent to the fundholder*, on 
condition of their doubling their stake in tho permanence of 
Englt'h rule, was not to bo thought of, and the Government 
j roposed a five per cent loan, the subscribers having the option 
of paying one half in four per cents at par Two months 
earlier, the scheme would have answered, and it had been 
pressed on the Government, of course without success, 
but now it failed, and tlic worst of tho matter was that every 
person had the means of finding out the result If the loan 
were popular, capitalists, who were not holders of four per 
cent*, or who wished to speculate, would come into the 
market, and the price of that stock would go up In this 
instance the quotations sank lower, and the sagacious men 
who could have helped the btatc in its sore need saw that 
their time had come, and that the Government must increase 
their biddings A week after the first announcement, a 
second notice appeared, to the effect, that forty percent of the 
new subscriptions would be taken in the three and a half per 
cents , but the tide ran out whilst the financiers were sitting 
on the banks of the stream counting the cost of getting their 
loan afloat. E\ cry step taken was too late , the money power 
followed the military power, when Government ceased to 
command the obedience of the soldier it ceased to possess 
the confidence of the citizen The physical force melted 
away, and moral influence could never at any time be said 
to exist It was only in dealing with English rights that 
the Government felt it was still a power in the land It 
sought compensation for defeat and measureless indignity, 
and found it m trampling on the pre*s, and imprisoning the 
Krog of Owde. Tho vvetrara were equally lofty, but not 
equally helpless. Lord Dalhousie is safe from the ex- 
monarch, but his successor, vn destroying the liberty of 
printing m Ind a has wrought the overthrow of the more 
\ owcrful dominion of the Tast India Company 
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■rnu Indian ires* — its isolation, and natural antagoni'm 

TO TIU. INDIAN GOVERNMENT UTTOCIUSr OF ITS ASSAILANTS. 

— Lorn CANNING AND HE MANGLES THE GAGGING ACT — 

APATnr OF THE rUKLIC AT DOME 

TnErn is no sadder proof of the Iiopelc e s ignorance of our 
countrymen upon all matters of Eastern politics tlian that 
afforded by the restraints imposed on the Indian pres* They 
have consented to look upon it as a mere engine of mi«chief, 
a force inimical to the proper influence of Government, and 
the true welfare of the people. They would have relented 
as ^national insult, an attempt to gag the ff Times” during the 
war in the Crimea, and yet how much more needful was it 
to have had a free pre a in the great dependency where bad . 
government has well nigh lo^t u» an empire, and meompe- 
tency sits supreme’ "What would haie been the bare 
money’s worth to the nation, of a dozen leading articles 
disclosing at the outset of the insurrection the real s*ate of 
affairs? Our borne journals fnrm«b many a country gentle- 
man, and manj a leading politician, with arguments as well 
as facts, but the ** Times” cannot help Mr Vernon Smith, nor 
tell the public that which it wants to know about India. 
Yet the nation which would not trust mraiateri i! capacity, 
nor behe\ e immaterial statements during the campaign before 
€n£tratopc&, as cunteift to Vrn \ i/t/rl Gnmrag, "uv/i Vu Wnwu 
in the bulletins of Colonel Birch. In the one ci«e it de- 
manded more light than the pre=s the parliament, and the 
London Gazette could throw upon the state of aflairs, m 
the other, it is satisfied to «ee the few tapers extinguished, 
which enabled it at least to <1i*cem the surrounding darkness. 
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“But, surclj/ it will be end, “the pres of India js 
licentious in its strictures, and low in point of moral 1 ", or cl c 
it is strangely belted ” Perhaps it 13, but at any rate it mu't 
be assumed to suit the wants of its public If it contemns 
authority, the members of the service maintain the libellers , 
if it is depraved in taste, they take no care to screen the 
examples from the notice of their wives and daughters 
Being gentlemen, all, they must care for decency, yet they 
voluntarily pay for its opposite, they cannot like what is 
low, and yet no one will cater for the gratification of their 
better impulses And the vicious journalism lias not even 
the attraction of low prices If the editor is to be bought 
cheaply. Ins paper is a dear commodity Brain and soul are 
perhaps reasonable enough, but types and paper inflict a 
heavy tax upon moderate incomes 

There are three daily papers m Calcutta the " English 
man,” “ Hurkaru,’ and "Phoenix The “ Friend of India* 
and the “ Dacca News ” are published weekly, making a 
total of five separate publications for Bengal In the North- 
west provinces, there are the “ Delhi Gazette,” and. the 
" Mofussihte, * m the Punjaub, the “Lahore Chroniclp, * in 
Semde, the “Ko^sid” Bombay ha 3 three daily papers, 
the “ Timeo,* “ Gazette, ’ and “ Telegraph, together with 
the “Guardian* and the “Poona Obsener’ Madras has 
1 ut one daily journal, the “ Spectator , ” and three, the 
* Atlienscuro, “ Examiner, and “ Crescent,” published 
c\ cry other day The “Bangalore Herald* completes the 
list of Indian newspapers, and amongst all these journals, 
there is not one that gives even general support to the 
Government, and is spoken well of by the Indian authorities 
The fact tells for something more than the hostility of the 
] re=s it shows that advocacy of the rubng policy will not 
fnd a paying audience At least six out of seven of the 
whole body of subscribers are in the Company s service, and 
w India, as elsewhere, the readers determine the policy of the 
paper The wares, we take it, are made for the market 
A. selection might bo mule m England of journals which 
ad \ocatc principles that arc considered m some quarters 
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trade ami commerce, and >ct lock up the knowledge of 
Indian resource* The} would like to improve the spirit and 
the details of legislation, and yet destroy the only antagonism 
to the existing order of things, that is at,tho came timo 
useful and harmless 

Tor proof of the respect iblc character and eminent nbiht) 
of the Indian journals, we refer to their columns, for argument, 
ns to their utility, we need only appeal to the Knghdi 
common sense. The great plea, however, in favour of the 
Gagging Act passed by the Indian Government, rests upon the 
fict of the revolt It is said that the liberty of the prc<s is 
incompatible vvitli a state of insurrection Freedom of pub- 
lication was dangerous to the well-being of the state, and 
had to be suppre sed in consequence for a season 

If the above plea is made out, it is evident that complaint 
on the part of the Indian pre-s is idle, and redress for their 
declared grievance quite out of the question If the news- 
papers have been damaged for the public good, they must 
put up with their losses and hudi their outcries. "We arc 
content to rc«t their case Upon the completeness with which 
this assertion, on the part of the Government, can be met and 
'lefutcd 

A journal contains only news and opinion* Indiscretion, 
or the desire to Btcal a march upon rival prints, might occa- 
sionally induce an editor to publish information which ou "lit 
to be withheld, and we know of one instance where the 
garrulity of the members of Government allowed a secret 
to escape, which was published to the possible detriment of 
the public service But there is no other example on record, 
and the pretence that rebellion would Buffer in the intelli- 
gence department, by the gagging of the press, was either 
foolish 01 dishonest Every department of the public sei vice, 
every branch of business, is throughout India virtually in the 
hands of natives, who are cognisant of all that transpires in 
the Government offices, or the counting houses of the mei- 
chants They knew to an ounce the w c ght of powder m 
every magazine, the number and calibre of our guns, what 
means bf defence we had, and how we proposed to increase 
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tlic hundreds of busy pens that are at work on the subject 
of India and its government at home ? — that bullies the 
w TYiend of India,* 1 and is obliged to tolerate the Sepoy articles 
of the Dublin <e Nation,” and the glad homines of the Pans 
u Uni vers 9 ” Surely its experience in opium smuggling might 
have taught a lesson m this respect, if one were needed It 
was of little use that the Emperor of China blocked up two 
or three ports, if the rest of the seaboard were left open 
The drug was in request, the Company were there to sell, 
and the poison was circulated through every vein of the 
body politic, without the slightest difficulty. 

At the same time that* the Indian Government were 
threatening the press with suppression, for expressing hopes 
that Christianity might reign supreme in Bengal a hundred 
years hence, Mr Mangles, the chairman of the Court of 
Directors, was telling the IIou*e of Commons that the East 
India Company held the country under Providence for the 
propagation of the gospel Whilst Indian newspapers were 
forbidden to speak m disparaging or doubting terms of native 
princes, to impugn the motives and designs of Government, 
or to bring into contempt any of its officers, the columns of 
the home journals were converted into a kind of French 
Flanders, where every man, whether friend or foe of the 
existing order of things, was allowed to fight his own battles 
Fycry phase of the religious question, every plausible theory 
of the causes of revolt, was ventilated in the “ Times. ’ Cle- 
mency and coercion for the rebels , absorption or restitution 
for the native dynasties and nobles, contempt or admiration 
for the actual as well as the nominal rulers in India, were all 
suggested at once On ‘mail nights a score of dusky 
faces might be scon in the hall of the General Post Office, 
in St Martin’s le Grand, one perhaps sending out to Ins 
principal or chief a file of papers, in whtch Mr Spurgeon 
preached against the toleration of Hindooi'm, and tfie editor of 
the “ Morning Post * wrote against the continuance of nativo 
dominion whilst an Irish journal howled with delight over 
our difficulties, and a French writer recognised m the rc 
bcihon Gods judgment upon us as a wicked nation Another 
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more willing to submit to ab'olutc control The*} felt tlic 
full need of guidance, nnd would onl) have been too happy 
to obey a dictator, who could give the help of which nil 
classes were m want They were soon to feel that Govern- 
ment had n heel, if it had no head, that it was content to 
bo feared, well knowing that it could not po a siblj be re- 
spected 

On the 13th June, Lord Canning w ent into the Council 
Chamber, nnd m a speech of half an hour’s duration proposed 
a Gagging Act, to he applied to all Indian newspaper*, Lu 
ropcan nnd native lie was obliged to own that the English 
journals had exhibited no signs of disloyalty to Her Ma- 
jesty's dominion , but tbo reason be was instructed to 
as lgn for clas mg them with her enemies, tliat ho had 
real article*, which might, if perverted by translation, have 
a very imschtcvoua effect. The legislativ e council saw, with 
the Gov ernor General, thattherd w ns no difference between Eu- 
ropean nnd Asiatic pens, and bj a parity of reasoning it might 
be said, no distinction between European and Sepoy ba) onets 
But tbe lawgivers made tbo proper allowance in fact, if not 
in theory It was ri Q ht to di«arm tlic Lngl»*h journalist, 
who was certain, if tolerated, to pull down the Company’s 
Government, and right to strengthen the British soldier, 
who would fight just now to prcser\e it. Tlic Bill passed 
tl yragh the second and third stages 111 ten minutes, and Lord 
Canning nssented to it w ith unwashed hands Not a man 
of those present bad a word of objection to offer to the 
measure They went 1 ome, and rcjoiced'that, by a vigorous 
effort, they had got rid of responsibility , and each feeling 
bl e the person who, being worried by his tailor, gave an 
acceptance for the amount of I is bill, and excla med, 
as he threw down the pen, " There, thank God, the fellow s 
paid at last 1 

At m Anight on the 17 th June, four days after the press law 
was enacted the Commissioner of police in Calcutta, with a 
Btrong force, well armed, sallied out to make a seizure of 
three natn e presses No resistance w as offered, and next day 
the culprits, two Mussulmans and one Hindoo, were brought 
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of Fait Tn Inn*, men ns unlikely , under ordinary circum- 
stance*, to give n verdict against Government, ns twelve 
" Ciftlo tmlcsmen,” acquitted the defendant without hesita- 
tion, and no moro was heard of prosecutions under the com- 
mon law for libel nnd sedition It vvns known to every 
man in Calcutta that the violent tone of the native prc«s 
had been brought c«pccinll) to the notice of the Home 
Secretary, months before the breaking out of the revolt, and 
that he had then wi«cl) let it pass unnoticed No man knew 
letter than Mr Bcadon, that trea«on amongst natives was 
not hatched liy leading article*, the rebels being ns much in- 
fluenced by Calcutta new "papers ns “Welsh miners arc by 
the “ Quarterly licwcw * He knew that m their private 
intercourse with each other, the natural wealth of the 
I a*tcrn languages was nil too poor to express the contempt 
or hatred with which men of influence regard us, nnd that 
ns to the ina«s, they were not able to read or meditate Our 
true pohej was, to take no heed of that winch we could 
reared) punish, to he deaf to scurrility, nnd scornful of 
threatening When the Marquis WcUc*ley rode through 
Benares a Brahmin reviled him in the name of all the 
gods of India nnd receive 1, hy way of punishment, tic 
lowliest of reverences from the proudest of viceroy*, 

B liat kind of writing it is that the Indian Government 
punishes, we 1 ave shown in the appendix to this hook but 
the working out of the act is another matter a^ain At 
Ahyab where 150 000 tons of shipping annually take their 
departure, the mercantile liou*cs find it convenient to prepare 

lithographed circulars containing el ipping hats, the price of 
the great staple of Amcan, and speculations with regard to 
crop*, present and future. No one knows what amount of 
contempt m ght be expressed for Government in those enur- 
matical phrases with winch the commercial class puzzle and 
perhaps sometimes delude, the community at lame ' nnd 
hence to guard against such a contingency. Major Yerner 
■who represents law, justice and revenue m those laris re- 
fused to license tl e stones, and the whole nee literature of 
Arracan was extinguished at a blow The order will be a 
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source of great annoyance to merchants in the busy season, 
when they require every available hand in the godown*, 
rather than in the counting house®, but our countrymen arc 
aery quiet on the subject There are Dutch and French 
houses at Ahyab, and the Englishman would rather not 
allude to the topic * 

The military authority who presides over the destinies of 
Pegu, has improved upon the lan Pending the orders of the 
Governor General, he has permitted the proprietor of the 
“ Rangoon Chronicle to receive an “ ad interim order of pro- 
tection,” for the publication of his newspaper, hut requires 
that every article of non s or comment on the mutinies, shall 
be submitted to the acting magistrate, a lieutenant of the 
Madras artillery, previous to publication The editor chafes 
at the condition, and choo es, rather than comply with it, that 
Ins subscribers should be without any intelligence on the 
subject winch fills all minds and engrosses all attention 
Englishmen who have cast their lot in the East, feel 
perhaps more acutely at this moment the indifference of their 
countrymen to the continuance of the Gagging Act, than 
the wrong inflicted upon them by the East India Company 
in imposing it They could not believe that tyranny so 
sen°ele<s would be tolerated for an hour at home They 
thought that even for the sake of their own enlightenment, 
lcgi«lators and editors would uphold the freedom of the 
Indian prt«s. Had the "Times,” which leads captive the mind 
of the English nation, been worthy oG its influence, or true 
to its high vocation, the fetters would have been removed 
before the iron had eaten into the fle«h But perhaps it has 
taken the proper course , the leading journal of the world 
writes for freemen, and the Anglo-Indian populat on never 
deserved that proud title Let us change the subject, the 
pn a oncrs may escape when the jail is battered down, and the 
crowbars and “ledge hammers are being got ready 
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IMPORTANCE Or AN IMMEDIATE ASSUMPTION OF GOA LKN1IENT 

BY THE 01*0 WV —NATIVE rriNCES AND THEIR RIGHTS 

The goodly ship that in the mid-watcli of the night goes 
down suddenly, when the crew are either asleep or lying 
listlessly on the deck gazing at the stars, is a type of the 
government of the Hast India Company Leadenhall Street 
has foundered in deep water, and left only a epar or two 
floating on the surface The catastrophe 13 complete, but 
we can hardly realise the fact of it Power and prestige, 
the headship of great armies, and the control ot illimitable 
resources, all gone in three short months I — -helplessness and 
insolvency taking the places of the strength that seemed in- 
vincible, and the wealth supposed to be exhaustless 1 The 
•e\ents seem to belong to the world of dreams. To be a 
crowned king one day and a fugitive the next, is no un- 
common destiny in this generation, but in the case of the 
Can India Company, we hat e not only a dj nasty deposed, 
but a dominion shattered to pieces. The Unj and the Rajahs 
are equally at an end "With the blessing of heaven wc shall 
reconquer India, but it will he only by the aid of the Queen’s 
troops, brought over in the Queen’s ships and paid out of 
the revenues of England Even if it were possible, or thought 
desirable to revive the late order of things, with as few 
mohfications as need be, there is no quarter ia JsJ.'s to 
which we can look for the means of carrying on the govern- 
ment The latest parliamentary returns show an average 
annual excess of expenditure, as compared with income, for 
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the la t three year , of 1,574,758/ , and the cstiimte for 
1856 7 provides for an expected deficiency of nearly two 
million^ Oat of the total land revenues, 4,753,125/ is con 
tributcd by the North "West Prounces, of which we hold at 
this moment as much ground only as is covered by the guns 
of our European troop* Vegetation after the rains i* scarcely 
more rapid than the growth of prosperity under favour ihle 
circumstances m the East , but it will take some years to fill 
up the gaps in the population, to rebuild the factories, re 
place the capital destroyed, and efface the marks of the 
present war and the coming famine "When we take into 
account the wide area of ravage and the ruthle s character 
of the contest, the universal unsettling of men’s minds and 
the blocking up of so many channels of trade, it will be 
conceded that we take a very moderate estimate of the 
damage to the pecuniary intere c ts of Government when wc 
set down the lo*s of revenue from present sources, for «omc 
years to come, at four millions sterling Here, then is a 
deficit of six millions sterling in relation to the ordinary 
scale of expcnditurfc, — it being taken for granted that opium 
will continue to furnish sixteen per cent of the gro«s 
income 

Bat it is not only on one side of the account that the 
Indian balance sheet will show a different result in future 
The cost of reconquest will make an enormous addition to 
the burthens of the country The fifty thousand additional 
troops just sent out^ may not be all required three jears 
hence , but no prudent statesman would recommend that Ie*a 
tlian half that number should form the permanent increase 
to the strength of the European armj in Bengal and the 
Upper Provinces. Under the head of irregular soldiers or 
armed police, a force equal in number to that of the late 
army must be kept up , and looking at the great adiance all 
over the country m the cost of living, it is not likely that Ie®s 
than the Scpoy’a rate of pay and allowances will attract good 
men to the service The cost of maintaining twenty flic 
thousand Europeans will be upwards of a million and a 
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quarter per annum, making, ruth the interest of the new 
loan, a total annual deficit of eight millions sterling 

The loan required by the Indian Government mil not be 
lc=s than fifteen millions The winter harvest in the north- 
west will be totally lost , and the spring crops will not pro- 
duce enough for the subsistence of the people, even if our 
arms are «o successful as to leave the cultivator at peace by the 
end of January next The scmuuhra of Bengal will of 
course \>e called upon for their rent cs usual, though, if the 
lower provinces were harried to any great extent, we could 
hardly put up their estates to auction for non payment Tu o 
thirds of the ordinary customs’ receipts at Calcutta may be 
looked upon as lost for the present > ear the damage done to 
the Bast Indian Railway i» estimated at a million, and the 
loss by the plunder of treasures at a million and a half 
There are the stores and public buildings destroyed by the 
Sepoys to be replaced, and new barracks to be built for tho 
Queen’s troops Tive millions will be required for trans- 
port charges, ever} soldier costing, all charges being taken 
into account, a liuudred pounds from Chatham to Calcutta 
The deduction that must be made from tbc revenues of 
Madras, Bombay, and the Punjaub, the increased cost of the 
army, and the expense of carrying on the war, we have not 
attempted to estimate, but in the above enumeration i\e 
have accounted for twelve and a half millions 

The overthrow of the Company’s rule has long been felt 
to be only a question of time It could not possibly have 
survived many years longer, but the Sepoys have simplified 
the labours of orators and journalists The immediate pro- 
clamation of the Queen’d Government throughout India 
could be worth fifty thousand men, on the side of lau and 
order Of the princes and nobles who hav c taken up arms 
against in, there is not a man but is fully conscious of the 
overwhelm mg might of England, and who is not impre'sed, 
m tl c main, with a belief m the desire of the imperial 
authority to do justice to the people of Hmdo*tan Only 
by such i change can we safely temper justice with mercy 
An amnesty on the part of the East India Conqany, how- 
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ever nirrow in its provi ions or distant in date, would be 
attributed to fear The fighting cla=s would have no respect 
for the government which they had once overturned, the 
native capitalists would never forget that, even m Calcutta, 
the bonds of the public debt had been almost unsaleable at 
25 per cent, discount The trading millions would shrink 
from embarking their mean3 in ventures beyond the reach of 
their own supervision and control , the servants of the state 
would have no reliance on the permanence of their means of 
livelihood Ever m the minds of all men would survive the 
memory of past events, and the thought that what had been 
might be again 

But if we look upon government by the East India 
Company as an impossibility in the future, are we prepared 
to 'how that the Queen’s servants can rule HindoMan in a 
w ay that will giv e content to the nativ e«, and entail no loss 
on the imperial exchequer ? The chance of another rebel- 
lion, or the steady recurrence of a deficit, would not be 
tolerated in England The time has arrived when we mu«t 
either assume the direct responsibility of the Government, or 
abandon the country altogether If we refuse to let go our 
hold of the glorious Ea«t, we shall be answerable in the 
eight of the world for its welfare Its poverty will accuse, 
its sufferings will 'hame u* Wc must pay its debts and in- 
sure its safety The screen's, both moral and physical, have 
l>een rudely torn away, substitution is at an end, and we 
stand face to face with the Hindoo and Mussulman, ac- 
countable henceforth for every act and deed of our country - 
men „ 

In gauging the feelings with which we are regarded bj 
the people of India, we nny divide the latter into two 
clashes, — tho*e who, under any regime, mu«t yield up the 
greater portion of their earnings to the ruling power, and 
iho«e who, by the force of position or prestige, might hope 
m a great mcamrc to escape taxation The ryots would gene- 
rail) vote for us because, although our 8)stcm of land re- 
v euuc is oj pre-sn e in the extreme, it di=[ lays a blind rnpacit) 
which frequently mi ses it3 aim The native rcmjnlar know 3 
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how to work the screw to a terrible nicety, and takes care 
tint every portion of extractable surface ig exposed to its 
action Under Ins eye there 13 no such thing as “ concealed 
cultivation,” no possibility of bribing the revenue officer to 
furnish false measurements of fields or make untrue estimates 
of the harvest He has no sympathy with the sons of toil 
the ryot is one of his beasts of burden, no more, — having 
thews and smews that are the property for the time being of 
his employers, and a soul that it rests with himself to get 
saved if he please 1 ’ When we hear of the peasants helping 
the insurgents to rob and murder, it may be taken for gianted 
that they are avenging some local quarrel or fighting for the 
livelihood of which the insurrection has deprived them Our 
rulo has been cruel and unjust, but in setting up native do- 
mination the working masses know that their condition would 
not be made more tolerable They care much for religion, 
hut nothing for rajahs, except in isolated instances If we 
conferred upon them again the blessings of peace, and would 
bo content to take only a fair share of the produce of tlieir 
land, they might not be disposed to pray for our welfare, 
but they would certainly never aid in expelling us fiom the 
country 

The rajahs and nobles hate us ns men liatc evil dcstmy 
They are the food for which we have always an appetite , each 
counts upon Ins destruction as a thing certain to follow sooner 
or later , and it 13 not to be wondered at if tho fiery spirits 
amongst them should long for a chance of winning honour 
and safety by joining the ranks of our open enemies As 
applicable to jaghiredars^and princes, wc have laid down a 
code of rules which embraces every case of ownership or 
succession If a 3 Iu«sulman pleads that Ins rent free estate 
waa given to lum a century and a half ago iq perpetuity, he 
19 told that it was notoriously the custom of the Momil 
monavchs to resume such giants at will, no matter though 
l.i. title-deeds sliow that the land was nliemtcd from the stale 
for eter Our government, then, being ml, enters of tbo 
sovereign rights csercised by former emperors, are entrtlcd 
to treat linn as lus prcdeces-ors would lmc done In deal- 
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mg with ouch claims we prefer to rank as Mussulman rulers 
the practice of cmlrad states and the precepts of Chn ti- 
amty not being applicable to the circumstances Where the 
slice of country in question was po se=«ed by a Hindoo who 
has left no heirs of his body, we disallow the adoption of a 
Eon, because, being an English government, we can recog 
m«e no such law of inheritance The fact, adduced by 
fnend«, relative", and neighbours, that the defunct was 
obliged to adopt a ®on for the Eake of his goul s happiness m 
the next world, which said heir by immemorial custom had 
forfeited all natural rights and could now only claim under 
Ins adoptive parent, is of course acknowledged , but the 
claimants are told that the supposed necessity does not 
exist We know as Christians that the welfare of spirits is 
nowise dependent upon the mode in which their property 
when in the flesh 13 distributed The late owner can show- 
no equitable right that can be affected by the scheme of 
•succession , and his pretended descendant has no legal claim 
If the deceased had been a Christian noble, living in England, 
he might have made a will and left his estates to the sweeper 
of a cro "mg , but, as a Hindoo subject of Her Majesty, 
he has no such privilege The one may bequeath his lands 
to a stranger who has corrupted his disposition through life, 
and who may dishonour Ins memory after death The other 
is not permitted to purchase with his wealth, after the 
cu toms of his faith, the inheritance of heaven 

The sovereigns of what are called Independent States 
live m a state of abject dependence upon the will of the 
British agency at their various c^rts The whole functions 
of government arc in most ca a es exercised by the resident, 
u\ fact, if not m appearance , and the titular monarch sighs 
m vain for the personal freedom enjoyed by lus subject*. 
To know the character of his rule, and the seeming tenden- 
cies of his disposition, it is sufficient to have a knowledge of 
the capacity and likings of the Bnti h repre'entatn e. Thus 
General Cullen 13 a savant, and the Rajah of Travancore 
builds an observatory and maintains men of science , the rc 1 
dent of Indore 13 a person of elegant tastes and the Maharajah 
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surrounds himself with articles of vertu The durbar euigeon 
at the Mysore court, who fulfils the duties of govern- 
ment agent, is passionately fond of the sports of the turf, 
and the rajah keeps a large stud of horses, gives gold cups 
and heavy purses at races, wears top-boots, and has pictures 
of the “great events” of past and present days These 
are all Hindoo princes, hut the Mussulmans are not so 
various and flexible m their tastes The latter shut them- 
selves up m their zenanas, the home of their infancy, man- 
hood, and old age, and pass their time in occupations such as 
Englishmen scarcely care to inquire about* As pious Ma- 
homed ins, they detest us for the sake of the Prophet, as 
monarchs, whether good or had, they hate us for reasons of 
their own 

Whether the next generation of Englishmen interfere or 
otherwise with the existence of native dynasties is a matter 
which scarcely concerns ns at this moment It will be the 
fault of Eastern princes alone if their dominion does not last 
our tune , but -what concerns every man of us at this moment 
13 the necessity of giving freedom to native sovereigns, and 
the means of existence to native nobles At every court 
our influence is paramount, and wc use it neither for the 
rajahs power nor for the people’s benefit. The example of 
the King of Oudc is just m point "We had made treaties 
with hia ancestors without the -slightest stipulation as to the 
character of their rule We had profited more by their vices 
than by their virtues We knew that the hoards of trea- 
sure which more than once afforded us assistance, of which 
uc stood in great need, w^e wrung from the tears and blood 
of miserable peasants, and yet we spoke not of his mi«goi em- 
inent, except to contrast it with our own beneficent system .of 
rule We united in the case of the “Bick man ' of the East 
till Ins comjlamt was past remedy Wc entered his pal ice 
ns undertakers, and not as physicians As guardians to an 
improvident heir, we winked at excesses which could not but 
lead to rum, and when tins estates were hopelessly inrolvctl. 
sre toot, p 0 .c*sion with the new or administering the pro- 
] city for the benefit o! tlic tenants at large. 
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the British name, to reform the police, to abolish torture, and 
to call out the resources of the country ■were wholly fruitle c s 
The rajah of a subordinate principality on the coast tried 
Ins best to strengthen the hands of the seekers after justice 
He told the Madras Government how he had been refused 
pcrrawsion bj the resident to dismiss his minister, though the 
latter had supplanted lnm m the affections of one of his 
wives, but the authorities at Madras treated the complaint 
as a question of internal administration, with which they 
ought not to interfere In the end, the resident effectually 
wore out the perseverance, if he could not shake the purpose 
of bis assailant, and the harvest of misrule grew without 
ripening * 

In the abstract, it appears singular that so much toil should 
be requisite to redress tbe wrongs of society, in any quarter 
of the globe The spider feels at once an injury done to the 
remotest filament of its web, and starts on the instant to re- 
] air it A man suffers inconvenience from the smallest pain, 
and is anxious to get rid of it as 60on as possible But in the 
cose of a community oppressed by a bad got eminent, it is 
ever a task of the utmost difficulty to get reparation for the 
mischief indicted A year would probably elapse before the 
supreme authority would take notice of the state of things m 
Travancore A j enod of equal duration would then be 
wasted m debating tho matter , aud under the most favour- 
able circumstances, it must be many years before a mere 
1 opular outcry m India can force it«elf upon the attention 
of the Court of Directors It is this long and inevitable 
delay between the vindication of a right, and tbe hour of its 
acknowledgment, which paralyses the efforts of Ind an re 
formers The opportunity 19 lost, or the inclination to strive 
for it Buffers diminution The band grows Btiff, or the heart 
grows cold , and as no institutions ore founded for tbe pro- 
gress^ emancipation of the people, the last philanthropist 
f mla that bo must not only tread ,n tbo footsteps, but also 
do otcr ogam tlio work of Ins prcdcce«or So far as tins 
government of tho country „ concerned, it would appear that 
tho last century has done little or nothing for tho improve- 
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which elide on it, each one fitted to contain a leg, when 
lhc*c arc filled, pulling the rod with Molcnce, through a hole 
in the wall or wooden frame, by one end, so that all the legs 
arc jammed up together at the other end Suspending by 
the hamla on a pole, for a lengthened time It is not need 
ful to tic the hands together, they can be const itutcd sdf- 
suspenders in tins manner — while holding the hands in front 
with the palms inward", towards the chest, and the fingers 
extended, turn them inward, and then loch them one in the 
other, bo tint the ends of tho fingers on one 1 ami, rc«t in the 
palm of the other, then a pole pa®scd across them inside will 
eu«pcnd the bodt, its prc®9urc preventing the fingers from 
slipping out. ‘While suspended in this manner, lighting ft 
fire beneath the a ictim Adding to 1 is sufferings, by throw- 
ing the strongest red pepper on ihe fire, po that its severe!) 
pungent fumes os«ail hi9 eyes, no«c, and throat Shutting 
up in a clo«c room, and then smoking the sufferer Ap 
plying hot pincers, and that to parts of the body which 
cannot be mentioned Enclosing a number of pinching 
beetles, in half a cocoa nutshell, and tying it over the navel, 
so that the horrid sensation of digging into the bowels is in- 
flicted Rubbing the arm from the wrist to the elbow, with 
salt and sand, then nj plying longitudinally a number of 
eel >1, or ribs of tlio cocoa nut leaf, and tying them on firmly , 
tlicn forcibly drawing them out, one by one, the finer end 
fir t, so that each one, by its own increasing thichncs", and 
a (led by the salt underneath, cuts burmngly in fo the flesh, 
and leaves its smarting sting 

The first impression on the reader a mind, will perhaps he, 
that the members who were m office at MadraB, ten years 
Since, were culpably remiss in not causing inquiry to be 
made into such dreadful practices as the above , but let him 
be reasonable Two years eince, the report of the Madras 
Torture Coaimi^ioa was pat mla the hands of the whole 
English public, and what has come of it ? What party do 
the ten members of parliament belong to, who hate talen 
the pains to read it ? Men who live in India have lost the 
power of being moved by the recital of such atrocities, and 
those who sit at home at ease, need the occurrence of a re- 



ctur xviu 


THF TAJ AH I\ A DILFAmV 


209 


belhon, to induce them to give even a pacing thought to the 
subject 

If the princes of India have not made common cause 
against us, the fact 13 m no degree owing to the kmdoe 3 
of the treatment which they receive from the hands of 
the Government. A species of surveillance 13 exercised 
over them, compounded of the watchfulness exercised with 
regard to a lunatic and to a dangerous state prisoner Iso 
European can visit them without permit ion of the Company’s 
agent TVe have known a medical man denied access to the 
Ivabob of the Carnatic, who, it was said, ex pres ed a wuh to 
sec lnm upon unimportant matter® XonC of them dare 
correspond openly with England, and they take e pecial care 
to do nothing that can pa sibly offend their keeper® The 
puj 1I3 of Dotheboys IIall would willingly tell the ®tory of 
their -wrongs when away from school, but the poor «ouh 
whom we dignify with the titles of ‘ Maharajah,” and 
“ Highness,” scarcely dare utter their complaints, even in 
the rccc c cs of their zenana« The Bajali of Mysore sent 
an agent to the editor of a [Madras new spaper, about four 
years Etncc, w itb an earnest request that some articles should 
be in erted, with a view to procure the removal of an Engli li 
officer attached to the pre s idenc) The agent was reminded 
that the rajah had the power of refusing to receive the gentle- 
man in question. “ Oh, he dare not do that," was the reply 
“ ell, but, rejoined the editor, “ will the rajah, if he is 
referred to on the subject of the charges, support and justify 
them ? " “Why, no," said the ambassador “Tou see, tho 
rajah will be obliged to saj that they are all lies, if the 
resident a«ks lnm , and that is the reason whj he wants the 
j aper to take up bis case.’ In theory, the Rajah of Vjeore 
it at leait master of lua court, in practice, he 13 scarcely on 
a level with lua humblest retainer The rights of sovereignty 
and tl e rights of manhood have both departed from him. 

And it is not alone the “mockery kings" that expiate in 
bondage the crime of their wcakuc” It is no secret that 
Holkar, wlo might if he had cho«en been at this moment 
at the 1 cad of a hundred tl ou and Mahratta.% lias been ad 
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and the nobleman who now Pits in Nathaniels chair express 
Ins Admiration in Ie s glow mg language Talk about the 
smooth adulation of shopkeepers, what drapers “assistant 
eicr condescended, in order to sell his wares, to such nba*c 
ment as the Goicrnorof Fort St George, who goes on to 
saj u The fame of so glorious an emperour, the lord of power 
and riches, bung spread through the whole earth, all nations 
report to mow the splendour of jour greatness, and with jour 
Majesty s suljccts, to partake of the blc sings, which Gol 
Almighty hath bestowed upon your 1 ingdoms above all 
others, ) our Majesty has been pleaded to grant jourespe 
cnll favours to the honourable English Companj, whose 
servant I am , and now send to pre ent before tlic footstool 
of your throne, a few tojs ns an acknowledgment of your 
Majesty’s goodness , which I beg your Majesty to accept , 
and to vouchsafe an audience to my sonants, and a gracious 
answer to my petit on 

" I humbly pray your "Majesty’s fountain of goodness to 
continue your wonted fivours to the Right Honourable 
English Company, and to permit our factors to btij and sell, 
in such comraoditys, and under such priuledge*, as your 
royall bounty shall please to grant , and allow us such con 
vemencys as arc necc«=ary for the repair of shipp' whereby 
I shall be encouraged to 'end my slupps yearly to your Ma- 
jesty u port, 1 avmg orders from the Honourable Company, 
to send elupi s and factors into all parts of India, when their 
service requires it, and pray your Majesty to give me leave 
to «cnd a factor, next monsoon, to reside at Syrian ’ 

When the renowned Turpin wished the bishop s coachman 
to come to a halt, it is said that 

« D ck put a couple of balls in hi3 nob 
And penvaDed on him to stop.” 

We unite attention to the passage in the following para 
graph, where a kindred act <m the part of the King of Ava is 
told in language equally soft and graceful The guileless 
Nathaniel treats piracy as a pleasant hcspitalitv, and thanls 
1 is majesty for robber} an 1 murder 
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“ About three jcnra ngoc 1 ordered Bartholomew Kodri- 
gue*», master of a ?maH eloop, called St Anthony and St 
Nicholas, to go from Acliccn to Bengali, laden with divers 
commodity 'a > while I was expecting to hear from inj fictors 
in Bengali of her arrival there, the ship that came hither the 
last jenr from Syrian, brought me adwco that the said sloop 
was fortunately arrival within your Majesty’s kingdoms, and 
calling tlicro for wood and water, your officers not knowing 
who she belonged to, had taken care, by your Mnje«t}*B order 
for the safe keeping the sloop and cargoc, which great favour 
I thought myself obli 0 cd to acknowledge, and therefore by 
the first opportunity, sent your Majesty a letter of thanks, 
w ith a small present, by a ehipp that went last y car from 
lienee fyr Syrian but unfortunately lost by the ignorance 
of the pilott X hav o now sent tins by my factors Ldward 
I'lcctwood and James Lc«ly, and humbly pray y our Majesty 
to cau«e Bartholomew Rodrigues and Ins people, and that 
eloop and cargo, to be delivered to my said factors , who have 
orders to bring all to me , and fearing the sloop may be un- 
capiblc of going to sea, I have sent a ship to bring away the 
cargoc and men ” 

The devout humility of honourable John, when in his 
teens, is well shown in the remaining paragraphs of tins unique 
epistle 

“ Several Englishmen, who, in former years, have been 
in your Majesty a kingdoms, and June obtained liberty of 
returning, doe declare the greatness of your Majesty’s glory 
If there be any now remaining under the misfortune of 
captivity, I humbly beg your Majesty will please to grant 
their liberty, that they may spread tie fame of your 
Majesty a Bplendid greatness from the rising sun to the 
setting sun 

"Adrian Tilbury, a merchant of this place, was my 
servant for many years He made a voyage from hence to 
Mortavan, and there dyed H.3 widow hath acquainted mo 

that your Majesty s govemours have, according to the usuall 

justice of your Majesty's laws, secured Ins estate, being a 
stranger I humbly pray your Majesty will be pleased to 
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order the same to be delivered to my factors, for the u°e of 
Ins widow nnd orphan 

“ I humbly pray yonr Majesty to permit the «pcedy 
repair and return of the ship which I now send, and that my 
fictors maybe permitted to return, by tbe same ship, this 
mon«oon And if 3 our Majesty will grant me leave to build 
a «mall ship, or two, I will send my people next year for 
that purpose 

" Yonr Majesty’s most humble and 
“ Devoted servant, 

“ Nat Higginson * 

* Dated in Fort St. George 
the 10th Sept, 1695 * 

If the golden footed monarch can boast of a family library, 
it is possible that be sometimes recreates him«elf with thcr 
pcru«al of a document, which shows how, a century and a 
half ago, our fathers ** ate dirt ” in the presence of his an- 
cestors Nor was the crawling, pedlar-like style in which 
vro went to work to get in the small end of the wedge, at all 
a matter of mere verbal degradation, in the presence of 
royalty IV hat would our modern commodores and high 

cnihans •'ay, if the present Governor of Madras sent them 
on an embassy to Burmah, with the following instructions — 
“ If you receive any affront, or injury, from any native, 
you must not revenge it by any means , if it be of such a 
nature, as you think requires satisfaction, you mu t applj 
j our»clves to the Government, who will do you right, and 
your prudence mu«t direct you to avoid the offering any 
affront, or injury, to the natives, for thev nrc cxcc sive proud, 
and will not bear it , but will either seek an opportunity of 
revenge, or complain to the Government, one imprudent 
action of that nature may give you a great deal of trouble, 
and overthrow your whole bu # mc M At your Best arrival 
at Sjnan, inform j ourselves in the custom of the country 
relating to strangers ” 

There appears to have been no need for uneasiness as to 
the po ,4 ihlc effect of Mr Ucctwooda high spirit. All his 
thoughts were directed towards accomplishing the oljcct of 
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lil* mi«'lon, nnd getting n* much ns politic in return for 
tlio gotertmr’s present. We line heard in ^ lint order Com- 
motion; Lambert presented liis credential*, ns plenipotentiary 
for tlic marquis let us note how the like ceremony was per- 
formed for the merchant by his countrymen n hundred and 
mty years since. Mr. Fleetwood is describing the manner 
of his reception. 

“ When w o came to the garden gate, where tlic long wo*, 
we alighted, as here we as ere met by one of the osidorcs who 
win there, read) to conduct me in, nnd to direct me in tlic 
manner of approaching the king; here I took the letter 
from Mr. King, nnd stayed almost a quarter of nn hour 
before the gates avcrc opened, ashen arc fell down upon our 
knees, nnd made three bosas, as liich done, arc entered the 
garden, the present following; nnd having gone about half 
aanj from the gate to the place where the king was seated, 
asc made three bows again as before; when we were gott 
within fifteen yards of the king, a\c made three bows again, 
ns w o had done before, and w ere ordered to sit clow n J after we 
avcrc sat down, the king ordered the oaidorc to receive the 
letter, and about half a quarter of nn hour after, a«kcd me the 
three usual qestions; uz. how long I had been in iny passage 
from Madmss to his port of Syrian ? liow many days from 
Syrian to Aaa? and, at my departure from Madras, if I had 
left my govemour in good health? I told his majesty that 1 
had been about thirty days in my passage from Madras to 
Syrian; about forty-two days from Syrian to Aaa; and 
tint at my departure from Madrass (thanks to God) I had 
left my govemour in good health, supplicating the Divine 
power for the continuation of his Majesty's health and hap- 
piness. After this I eat about half a quarter of an hour 
longer, and then was dismissed ” 


Counsellor Phillips wept for Courvoisier, and S-rjeant 
-Vilkim cried on behalf of Mr. Bamshsy, but the tears of 
tlic. lawyers were not half so affecting as the prayers of the 
governor Now-a-days instead of supphc.at.ng the fin me 
power for the welfare of kings, we pray for their terri- 
tories, and usually get what we piously ask for 
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A Ye may have, as a people, opposite opinions as to tfic 
propriety of modifying or abrogating certain forms of agree- 
ment between the Indian Government and the worn out 
de«pots who continue to increase the sum of mortal evil , but 
nothing that can be said for or against such measures can 
possibly do more than retard their sure effect Absorption 
will take place, whether we wi«h it or not it is in the 
order of things , the handwriting is on the wall, in a language 
familiar to all, and which he who runs may read It is fated 
that m time the remaining Mussulman and Hindoo dyna ties 
shall be subverted at least for a season, and m tho*e cases 
where the maintenance of a puppet sovereignty involves the 
perpetual nongovernment of millions w e would fam aul the 
work of extinction 

It is true that treaties exist, by which i\ e are covenanted 
to uphold the existing framework of power, but we deny, 
with the Bntnh Parliament and with the people of every 
European nation, that one generation has the power of bind- 
ing all the future races of mankinds And there is this 
broad and never to be-forgotten distinction between the 
agreements made with native princes and those which are 
entered into by the potentates of the western w orld In 
the one set ot instances, the} are per onal only, whilst 
the other arc national, or, at the worst, broadly political 
An arrangement in the one case is made with the individual, 
in the other with the state The people arc not known in 
India They are the payers of taxes, the veritable slav cs of 
the soil or the loom , but there is no j oner in the mas«es, and 
neither right nor justice, except such as can he won by force 
Xo thiol that the overthrow of any particular sovereignty 
to-morrow would offend the patriotic prejudices of the mul 
titmlc, as folks arc apt to imagine nt home, is to fall into a 
•gcst-WiA Yf.v v'aU Vitwlft 5s/l NW wJav vn\ I’.W, WMt a.i 
pensioners of the state, nnd the change would not can c e a 
murmur of th«a(kction, but, on the contrarv, be hailed as 
the greatest of 1>1 clings 

It his been held by writers of great influence, that vie arc 
rc 4 pon iblc “befure Goi onl mnu” for the government of 
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the whole of India, and that, in refr-umng to appropriate the 
whole of its revenues out of a foolish regard foi the “ letter 
of treaties,’ we make “ a scandalous misuse of those oppor- 
tunities which Providence has git cn u« ” This declaration 
of rights and duties is at least comprehensive enough, and if 
anted upon, would put an end to a great deal of bribing and 
petitioning on the part of native supplicants, for what is still 
considered in Borne quarters bare justice 

If Providence would sanction our seizure of the revenues 
of Hyderabad, where a monarch de facto still exercises an 
idmittcd right to do what he likes with his own, its approval 
may be certainly counted upon for the stoppage of the 
pensions now paid to deposed princes and dispossessed pro- 
prietors of estates We take it that the Nizam kaa a better 
claim to lus rm enue than the Nabob of Moorsbedabad has to 
Jus annual allowance , and if the one is a camel which we are 
prepared to swallow, the other is not a gnat to be strained 
at Since the magnitude of the payment made constitutes 
the reason for repudiating the treaty by which it is secured, 
it must be franl ly owned that an / onorarutm amounting to 
160,0001 a year cannot be left out of the category of sms 
against Providence 

The least gifted amongst us may become acquainted with 
the events winch Hca\cn permits, but the very wisest cannot 
distinguish all those wl ich it looks upon with approbation 
Abe oiily guide to our researches on tins important point 
is a certain volume which in theory is supposed to lay down 
rules for the conduct of nations as well ns mdn iduals A 
contract made by a community in one hemisphere with a 
people residing in another, through the rulers or represen 
tatives of both, is as binding as an agreement concluded 
between individuals The English Government, m its re- 
lation to the people of India, stands precisely in the position 
of a strong man who had forcibly possessed himself of the 
management of an estate, gmng bonds at the outlet of Ins 
"surjition for the fiyraent of perpetual annuities to tlio 
parties previously exercising the rights of ownership h«,r, 
admitting that there was no redress for the wrongful cutty 
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ment of subsidies, because they arc applied to no good 
purpose and are inconvenient to bo raised, than in declining, 
ns private individuals, to discharge a debt justly due to a 
miser, or to furnish the means for ^reckless profligacy to the 
worthless scion of an ancient bouse. It was beyond all 
question a foolish policy which dictated the majority of our 
stipulations w ith the native princes of India, but hardly more 
unwise, than that which prompted the twenty years’ war 
with France, and entailed upon Great Britain a debt of 
some eit hundred millions sterling. Few venture to justify 
the conduct of our rulers during that period, which has be- 
queathed a burden that will be felt by our native posterity, 
but the man who talks of applying a Bponge to the list 
of national creditors is looked upon as a public enemy. It 
was wrong to contract the debt, and it was very incon- 
venient to discharge it, but the obligation is clear, and until 
the means of fulfilment are wanting, we are bound in the 
sight of the universe to comply with its terms, both in the 
letter and the spirit. 

The dogmas fiequently uttered with regard to the uses of 
Oriental revolutions, and the extent of our rights as lords 
paramount Of India, are miserably unsound and hardly spe- 
cious. To contend that a nation is benefited by the frequent 
recurrence of civil wars and foreign invasions, terminating in 
a change of dynasty, is as reasonable as it would be to assert 
that a man’s life was best preserved by the periodical acces- 
sion of disorders which should bring him each time to the 
verge of the grave. As to our dormant claims, under the 
plea of being lords paramount of the entire country, it is 
hard to say what these may amount to, since the extent has 
never yet been defined by any competent authority ; but wc 
venture to assert that they stop short of a title to the whole 
of the revenues collected at present by the various inde- 
pendent and protected states. We have taken a great deal, 
and may possibly obtain more ; but arc very properly chary 
of putting forward the doctrine of abstract right. If we arc 
entitled to > claim the revenues of every district, wc are bound 
as well to distribute universally the blessings of internal peace 
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But besides the inheritors of empty kingships there is 
the numerous and daily increasing class of their families 
and those of their chief retainers, who are yoked to us by 
bonds which they have neither the energy nor the means 
to sever, nor wc the honesty and wisdom to make pleasant 
or profitable The family and adherents of the great Mogul, 
of the house of Tippoo Sahib, and of the late Nabob of the 
Carnatic, would alone make a goodly army, at least in point 
of numbers, and wc know not how many thousands of able- 
bodied men are vitally interested in the overthrow of our 
dominion, by winch alone they can hope to retain the means 
of existence During the half century that we have had 
control over the destinies of the members of the three great 
families alluded to, whilst vie have been steadily encroaching 
on the fund set apart originally for their maintenance, wc 
lme done nothing whatever in the way of training their 
children, or affording them the opportunities of employment 
There is no opening for them in the army except as pm ate 
soldiers, no room for them on the bench except they mingle 
with the mft"3 of witnesses that haunt our courts, and are 
content to crawl upwards, all dirt and servility V ithout 
land they cannot h\c bj agriculture, and without capital 
they cannot embark in trade Not a jear passes over which 
docs not make large additions to the stock of misery and 
discontent, in theehaje of disinherited heirs who have licked 
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the dust in tarn for the chance of being allowed to retain 
the estate or the pension enjoyed by their father* In 
Bengal and Madras the work of retrenchment is well nigh 
oa er, and aristocratic pauperism is as wretchedly fed and 
clothed as need be , but in Bombay, at this moment, a com- 
munion is sitting, which has been in existence since 1843, 
charged to inquire into the validity of all titles to rent free 
lands held in hereditary occupation The total claims in 
the «outhern Mahratta country up to the date of a parlia- 
mentary return, issued on the 28th of August last, amounted 
to upwards of 108,000, and less than 7000 decisions had 
been given in the course of the fourteen years past This 
leaves mortf than 100,000 claims standing over, which at 
the same rate will be settled a d 2,0 j 8 The gam 
in revenue from the remmptions is 15,840/ per annum, 
at present, and a further *=um of 27,000/ after the 1 ip«e of 
one, two, or three live* The cost of the survey wa*, 
perhap*, 100,000/ in cash, and how much in good will and 
loyalty ? 

The ca«e of the jaglnredars of the Carnatic, most of whom 
are related to the family of the late nabob, may be taken ns 
an example of the wrongs inflicted generally throughout 
India upon men of their cla**. 

A thou=and arguments might be adduced to R bow the 
impolicy and cruelty of the conduct pursued towards the Jla- 
hoinedan nobility of Madras, but they can afford to re*t their 
case upon the ground of admitted right*. Their dignities and 
e*tateo were created in the most valid way by the Mussulman 
sovereigns of the Carnatic, and have been publicly and 
officially recognised by the English Government times out of 
jnmd In the treaty which was made by the Marquis 
Cornwallis with Mahomed 41ly, the pos es ions of the 
jaglnredars were declared exempt from interference, even in 
the worst extremity The rights of the soi ereign power, wluch 
extended over all the rest of the country, were barred with 
respect to their estates. In the third article of the treaty, 
it was stipulated “ that in the event of war breaking out in 
the Carnatic and countries appertaining to cither party, and 
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dependent on tlie Carnatic, or contiguous thereto,” — for the 
bettpr prosecution of it, and ns long as it should last, — ■“ the 
Company should “ possess full authority over the Carnatic, 
except the jaghires belonging to the family of the said nabob, 
amounting to star pagodas 213,911, which on condition of 
the good behaviour of the jagluredars of the said jaglures, 
and of their fidelity to the said nabob, and to the said 
Company, shall be continued to them, subject to the pleasure 
of the said nabob only 

!Nb clearer proof can be required to show that the jaghires 
were perfect alienations from the property of the state, which 
could not be made subject to the provisions of a treaty be- 
tween sovereign powers Mahomed Ally himself renounced 
all legal claim, and be could^ irot share or transfer that of 
which he was not m possession or expectancy It is true the 
words " subject to the pleasure of the said nabob only,” serve 
to indicate the possibility of his resumption of grants made 
in perpetuity, but the law of his country and religion would 
not justify him in so doing , and the European inheritors of 
his throne were not able to vindicate a wider range of lawless 
power Oaths might be broken, and all the conditions of 
trust between monarch and subject openly violated but the 
wrong would be palpable to earth and heaven And there 
is this marked distinction to be drawn between the examples 
of native and British violence, where the Indian aristocracy 
arc m question, that in the one case, the class rarely suffers 
by the loss of the individual The aggregate wealth is not 
diminished, what is taken from the disgneed faiounte, is 
given to his successor, and the caprice which ruins a man to- 
day, may restore 1 im with added po sessions to-morrow 
But the water which the English ruler diverts from tho 
stream is never restored to the fountain, or distilled m dew 
oier the surrounding country It is carried away to fertilise 
a foreign soil Under Christian sway, the ryot and the noble 
arc ten ling to the same result of lowest poverty only the one 
1ms nearly reached the firm ground of ult.mate wretched 
nc«s, n Inlet the other ha, still the rags and the recollection of 
better dij a cl ngmg to his mind and person . 
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The jaglurcdars of the Cnrmtic place great rclinnco upon 
the nb tract a ilidity of tbcir title*, and the repeated procla- 
mations in which the British Government pledged itself to 
respect them , but there is extant a j aper, which 'lions what 
the a era administration that subverted the dynasty of Ma- 
homed \lly thought of their claims. It is a report from the 
Board of Revenue “ On the Jnglnrcs in the Carnatic, ’dated 
2Gtli March, 1802, only cijit month* after the annexation of 
the country The writer, Mr Falconer, after narrating the 
difficulties which stood in the mj of getting at a thorough 
knowledge of the subject, gives the results of Ins inv eatigation 
of 4 he titles by which ninety five persons held their estate* 
Mo*t of the holder*, lie remark*, had a“ pluraht),’ and manv 
of them a multitude of Sunud*. After proving that the 
united annual value amounted to nearly five and a half lakhs 
of pagoda*, he says, ** The jaglurcs may be arranged into 
three chu*e« 

“ The fir*tcla«a compn«csthe Altumgha tenures, of which 
the deed of gift expre ly and emphatically de«cribcs them 
to be hereditary ” The reporter enumerates the various in- 
dividuals included in the fir>t rank, and goe* on to say 

“ The second cla*s comprises tho c which had originally 
been conferred by pad Iialu grant*, or grants *o termed 
— and which, though not sj ecified to be hereditary, havo 
nevertheless been suffered to remain in the hands of the 
original grantee (the extent of the jaglurc being sometimes 
curtailed), until the death of the late nabob This cla_s 
being generally killadar*, were expected originally to perform 
military service as such, and the jaglurcs were 1 e«tovv ed to 
defray their personal expen e*, and tho e of their gam on» 
They latterly however became sinecure*.” 

At the head of the li«t of jaghiredar* of the second cla *, 
6tautU the name of byed Abbas ILhan, ot '\T oodiag'nerry, who 
held under various Sunud*, the most ancient bearing the seal 
of the Soul ahs of the Deccan For five generations the e tate 
had been in the po^e ion of the same family It yielded 
10,000/ per annum , and they had independent jun diction 
within its limit* In 1839 the 1 o’dcr of the estate was an 
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old bedridden man who had lost the use of his limbs for 
twenty years Such a condition of physical impotence is 
unfavourable to the nurture of ambitious hopes , and it will 
be reasonably concluded that a petty Indian rajah, who bad 
conceived the design of making himself master of the Car 
natic, must possess many rare gifts both of body and mind 
The poor jaglnredar in question had never been suspected 
of gemus or insanity, but, at the time we speak of, the 
collector of Nellore tool it into his head that he intended to 


carve out for himself an independent kingdom The merit 
of the discovery, though ascribed to the collector, is claimed 
1 y a moonshee, who has since had his deserts, and upon the 
representation of the former to the government of the day, a 
commission, consisting of a single individual, was appointed 
to take evidence in the ca«e , and the result of it lies before 
us It is our earnest hope to have it laid some day on the 
talkie of a committee of the House of Commons, as a sample 
of tbc rsuvebmery by which, men obnoxious on account of 
their wealth are ruined m India It is the hearsay 6candal 
of menials and policemen anxious to conciliate the minister 
of justice It is bo worthless that disgust at the open villany 

of the swearers is neutralised by the contempt for the intel- 
lect which could accept it as the revelations of honest men 
J?hcre was not a single question put m the way of cro*« 
examination It was assumed from first to last that the 
w ltnesscs knew all that they had to saj , and had come pre 
j ared to say it. 

Tire nan nb begged for a bearing He said it would bo a 


boon for which lie should feel ever grateful if they would 
allow 111 n to confront Ins accusers. II is request was denied 
such a form was thought needless in the w ay 0 f helping the 
collector and commissioner to a knowledge of the truth 
Pcojlc who are averse to toil look wuh natural reluctance 
"1 ™ 11,0 I ,r °<r*« or labours ovcrtl town , and bad tire nanal, 
been beard accord, „g to tlrefasluon that prevods u. tire e,u 
bred world a new hj pon.es,, ofgudt would bat o been reared 
to en-urc h,s depo ,t,on fco they gave l„ m , „„.wcr, a 
n, s- ,ge delivered 1 , ,bc olbccr of a repoy guard, and sent 
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under n distinct management ; the revenues being remitted 
to the exchequer’s general ticasury. The "policy of this may 
be traced to the immunity provided for the jaghire lands of 
the family in the event of the Company assuming the country; 
and the advantage of reserving as large a proportion as pos- 
sible of their resources, fiom the peril of eventual sequestra- 
tion.” 

The poor jagliiredars had laid up for the rainy day which 
they dreaded was in store for them; -but no man in that 
generation knew the full force of the' storm, and that half a 
century would elapse before its woTst ravages would be felt. 
Lord Clive and his councillors and revenue officers never 
Intended that their policy should be interpreted as a series of 
covert and cruel confiscations,;or they would not have left on 
record these damning proofs of their nilful dishonesty. The 
document from which we ‘have quoted was not intended for 
the public, and is not only conclusive as to the rights of the 
•jaghiredars, but it affords the most convincing evidence of 
their full recognition by the British Government. 

It suited the policy of the Company, when they annexed 
the Carnatic, to take the jaghires into their possession with 
few exceptions, and grant pensions in heu of them. The 
lands were freehold, and of course the allowance should have 
been hereditary; but, after tbe lapse of a few years, the 
Government found it inconvenient to continue Such heavy 
and perpetual burdens on the resources of the State. So they * 
began to talk of the annuity being only granted for the lives 
of tbe existing incumbents, whose children must look to the 
bounty of tbe ruling power. When the lapse occurred, half 
the rate of pension was paid, as being nil to wliich tbe family 
were entitled “ under the orders of Government.” Unruly 
or ill-treated members applied occasionally to tbe a^ent for 
assistance or justice, -and by degrees a practice grew up of 
dividing the*, allowance heretofore paid to the head of tho 
family, into a certain number of shares, the amount of each 
being fired by lira agent, in conjunction perhaps w!th ^ or 
t"o Mussulman officials. As time wore on tho recipient. 

' K tcw “° t0 tibmerou., and the rupees were diminished. 
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There were descendants of nobility living perhaps on 
forty sliillinga a month, and tdlowanccs were divided until 
some of those highborn people had but a couple of shillings 
weekly to subsist upon. And all this while, there wero 
“ millions of acres of land lying waste in Madras, with no 
•prospect of being brought into cultivation under the Com- 
pany’s rule. That which had not enriched us, had made 
them miserable. , . 

Our remedy for this state of things is the universal recog- 
nition of all titles to land, for which even bare colourable 
testimony can be adduced ; the return of jaghires instead of 
the payment or pensions, and the imposition of an income 
tax t in all.casca of rent-free land'*. If posterity has no claim 
upon jaghiredars, it will be admitted that jaghiredars have 
no claim on posterity; and since they cannot do without 
government, we must make them pay at least a share 
of the cost of it. The measure of a government’s require- 
ments must be the measure of its income; and whatever 
expectations a man may have been led to form with regard’ to 
the smallness of the sums that lie would have to pay in taxes, 
it is clear that the State can take no heed of them. 

Of the right of Government to impose an income tax on 
state pensioners and holders of rent-free lands, there cannot 
be the smallest question ; and if a legacy duty were added, the 
t . heirs of those persons would not be a whit worse off than the 
Englishman who is taxed from his cradle to his grave. If 
the Nabob of Moorsbedabad were compelled to return some 
10,0001. to the treasury of Calcutta, we, who uphold the 
necessity for paying his pension, whilst there are funds 
sufficient to furnish it, should not say that he was hardly 
dealt with. Three years ago the British landowner or 
Tn/y.dj.uit.Y'dd- >yixen.Tjfu: craUL ujpuL tli/ur several incomes, in. 
the shape of direct taxation, exclusive of imposts upon every 
article of consumption or needful appliance : and looking at 
the almost perfect exemption from fiscal charge which is 
enjoyed by the titular sovereigns and noble3 of India, we 
assert that an income and property tax of ten per cent. 
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■would not be an unreasonable compensation to the State, for 
tlie peculiar privileges that are bestowed upon them 

There are various opinions ns to the proper mode of our 
future dealings with the princes of India but there can only 
be one opinion as to the propriety of making a change in the 
slate of our existing relations with them "We have indicated 
the course that in our judgment ought to be pursued, having 
a due regard to the mitigation of Indian burthens and the 
care of English honour TVe would maintain unimpaired the 
substantial portions of every treaty, but abrogate without 
scruple those stipulations which acknowledge rights and 
titles, of which not a vestige actually remains The heir of 
a deposed dynasty should rank in the first class of Eastern 
nobles, thus faring better than the Bourbons of our tunc, and 
they should be treated as an English Parliament would treat 
the English aristocracy The period has arrived when we 
fire bound to legislate On general principles for this numerous 
class of persons, and we trust that the nature of the enact- 
ments will not expose us to the reproach of mankind 
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THE KESrOXSTEILITY FOB CONQUEST. EETUBLICAX XOTIONS OF 

- THE EIGHTS OF 1UXQM). — THE FIGUTIXG INSTINCT UNIVERSAL 

IX ALL CLASSES. VALUE OF AMERICAN LESsONS. THE EIGHTS 

OP CONQUEST .VXD THE CLAIMS OF THE CONQUERED. 

5Ye are half tempted to smile at the earnestness with which 
iome of onr countrymen in the East repudiate the charge df 
seing favourable to the farther extension of the Anglo-Indian 
Empire. The blame of conquest mu3t rest somewhere, bat 
they prefer that it should be ascribed to some ecore or so of 
men, who from time to time have held the reins of govern- 
ment. It follows of course that these rulers did not repre- 
sent the views or embody the passions of the British people. 
The latter were pacific and just, and would not have held a 
angle acre of the soil in absolute possession, had they been 
consulted on the matter. They are the receivers of stolen 
property, but they did not authorise the theft. The robbers, 
from the days of Clive to those of Gough, have been feted 
and rewarded at home on account of their spoils, but it was 
not the nation that honoured them. A few guilty aristocrats 
in Downing Street and grocers at Leadenhall Street are at 
the bottom of the whole matter. 

It is hard to say what might liave been the aspect of affairs 
at' this moment, had every man in England, for tlie last cen- 
tury, been referred to for his vote on all public occasions ; 
but we are afraid that our 'country men might have appeared 
less wise, and scarcely more honest. Two centuries ago a 
few of them emigrated to the far West, and laid the founda- 
tion of a mighty dominion in peace and justice. Their de- 
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sccndants invented a form of government for theiuschcs, 
they abjured kingship, prelacy, and hereditary rank and title, 
and set up, aa the sole rule and standard of authority, the > 
* sovereignty of the people Well l do the republicans regard 
the rights of their neighbours? Are they better in tins 
respect than the nominees of our aristocracy ? The Red 
Indians will not reply in the affirmative, nor the millions of 
domestic slaves, nor the Mexicans, nor the Spaniards, nor the 
vweah with whom they have come in contact in any part of 
the world The nominal heads of the Government have 
sanctioned aggre<*3ive wars as readily as the “legitimate 
powers of Europe , and when there are no state plans of hos- 
tility to bo earned out, Jonathan gets up an invasion in 
shares, as 5 ou would a joint stock bank, and starts off to annex 
Central America as a pnvate speculation If conquest is as 
tad as, robbery from the person, the Americans are worse 
than the Spartans of old, for they steal universally, with no 
pretence of a moral end in view 

• Do we justify aggressive wars then ’ No f for they arc 
clearly opposed to the genius and precepts of Christianity , 
hut we look upon them as the natural fruits of civilisation — ' 
of the vices or the strength, whichever you please to term it, 
of the whole European race As well say to the fire, do not 
burn tho stubble, as to the Englishman, do not subject the 
Asiatic if you come in contact with him Tlieir intercourse 
is sure to end in the mastership of the former , hut the result 
is not the consequence of a dogma — it is the effect of an 


instinct The natues will not adopt our religion, because 
they are convinced that it 13 not so good as their own They 
have no relish for our literature or music, but in the depths 
of their hearts they acknowledge the controlling force of the 
white man The belief is mutual, for the meekest profe««or 
of the Gospel feels that he condescends when lie treats the 
ABnM a, a “brother” 1 \ c Wo only to bear .n mini 

"" I 1 " 4 - thcrc „ , 

per ccntngc of worldly-, nm.lcdne,,, t|]C tIlcorc „ cll fur . 

nc«, with winch km folk contend w ought to treat tho 
dusky tribes, is seen to he past pra> mg for 
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Were the nations to turn honest, there w ould be a aery 
extensive exchange of valuables, and unless they make full 
restitution, the sense of abstract right will still be outraged 
Who shall define the ju«t claims of separato juri^lictions 5 
Can England retain even the Channel Inlands’ We doubt 
it , for tbe «ea is her natural boundary She has no right to 
Ireland, and ou 0 ht to poll the Welsh and the North Britons, 
to ascertain if they are willing to obey tbe Queen As for 
the kingdoms of the Continent, we are at a loss to conceive 
upon what ground, except that of universal popular agreement, 
their ju«t limits could bo marked out. They have stolen 
from each other little or much, according to the strength of 
their opportunities. Not a gem in any diadem hut has been 
obtained as questionably as the last bright ornament of the 
British Crown, for which Her Royal Majesty neglected to 
reward the captors. 

We are aware that the members of tbe Peace Sobicty arc 
ready with a method of solving the difficulty which stands in 
our way They wish England to turn over a new leaf, and 
give up entirely the military occupation of foreign part® 

We are to work, write, and pray for all the world, but to 
figlit with nobody, white or black The national faith should 
inculcate the “ole duty of providing for the greatest happiness 
of the greatest number , the common creed should consist of 
a single article, that it is proper to buy in the cheapest and 
sell m the dearest market. In the latter sentence lurks the 
error of the theory Justice between man and man requires 
that there should be no advantage taken of poverty or 
ignorance. The fair day’s work should always be rewarded 
by the fair day’s wages, and the buyer of an article should 
never be asked to pay more than its intrinsic worth If 
capital be allowed on the one hand to take advantage of the 
necessities of labour, and the workmen, on the other, are 
permitted to combine whenever they see a chance of forcing 
a higher rate of payment, we can only recognise m such a 
state of things the alternate struggles and triumphs of con- 
tending enemies. Honesty and good feeling are ont of the 
question The law which .yules is the right of the strongest. 
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and tho ^Society .of Friends is not a whit less belligerent 
than the Board of Control. 

All over tho "world there is a never-ceasing contest for 
"mastery, and it will not begin to be ended in our time, un- 
less we are near the latter' days. . In the century which has 
witnessed the triumph of Mormonism and other kindred 
impostures, we ought not to feel. surprised at the efforts of 
th5 Peace Society. The doctrine that all men are mad upon 
jBome„*point or other would seem to derive confirmation^ from 
the speeches and writings of the leaders of the anti-fighting 
association.' It may he very proper to form a league for the' 
extirpation of a single political evil; but why should we com- 
bine with such labour and cost for the vindication pf a single, 
moral precept ? "Why not organise for the purpose of making' 
all men veritable Christians, instead of the mere advocates of 
peace, which only forms a single clause in the Divine code? 
It has been well observed that the pursuit of riches is as 
strongly denounced in Scripture as the levying of war; but 
unless the principle of selfishness can be eradicated from the 
human heart, and the pure love of mankind implanted in its 
stead, what hope is there of hindering men from making war 
upon their fellows? Less than tho universal practice of 
Christianity will not suffice to destroy the belligerent feeling ; 
and if innumerable teachers have only succeeded, after the 
lapse of eighteen hundred years, with a Bmall portion of the 
children of men, what prospect of usefulness ;S there in store 
for the Peace Society ? • • ' 

No doubt it is abhorrent to the best feelings of^humanity,' 
that soldiers should wish 'Tor an opportunity of -slaughtering^ 
their fellow creatures, and of turning ns much of this beautiful 
earth ns their feet can traverse into a howling wilderness ; 
but when a class of men profit by* the misery of others, wo 
must expect them to rejoice in the spread of evil. Ask the 
lawyer if the absence of litigation amongst a chiliscd people 
is not a cl, coring sign of progress, nnd he will reply in the 
offirmatirc; hut for all that, if his bag he empty of brief,, ho 
will curse Ins hard lot. A rich client and a long suit are the 
chief sources of his happiness. As a member of the human 
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productive of mischief, to some of absolute ruin. Vfe 
recolledt when Cajeput oil was declared to be a specific for 
the cholera, at that time raging in England i there was hut 
one holder of the drug in the kingdom, and he Btood out till* 
the jprice advanced from 9d. an ounce to 30 j. Here was a 
profit of four thousand per cent, made upon an article which 
. Christianity would have prompted him to vend at the 
rate at winch it bestows the highest of all gifts — without 
, money and without price. But the world had no blame for 
the transaction ; it was a lucky hit — the reward of mercantile 
Bhrewdncss and sagacity* It is not likely that the fortunate 
individual was a Quaker ; but at any rate there was no reason 
why he should not have been an active member of the Peace 
Society, and set forth "on platforms and in newspapers the 
blessings of universal brotherhood. 

Bor one short year, if we could sum^up the killed and 
wounded in the daily battles of our countrymen with each 
other, the sum of misery inflicted in the course of a campaign 
would appear very small in proportion. To slaughter a man, 
it is not absolutely needful to encounter him with wrathful 
brow and armed hands. Dry up by whatever means tho 
source of his income, and lie is ns effectually disposed of as 
if he were laid face upwards on a field of slain. Shylock, 
when told that his existence would be spared but that all 
liis estate is as confiscated, spurns the partial clemency, and 
exclaims — "**» 

“Naj, take my life and all, pardon not that . 

You take my house, when you do take the prop 
That doth sustain my house ; you tako my life. 

When you do take the means whereby i In e.” 

"We wish that the Anglo-Indian were colonist as well ns con- 
queror. ItUanc\i\ thing for the people of India, that lie leai cs 
Ms household gSds ami his sympathies behind him in the laml 
or his fathers. IW 1,0 chosen to taU root in the Indian soil 
•City years ago, no should by this time have had railnaja in - 
some districts, and good roads cXerytvhcrc. We should haso 
jtipplictl England n ith cotton, a°nd been independent of tho 
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law commit -i on in the matter of Iegi lation Stores of ex- 
han<tle^3 wealth, which now lie unheeded, would have been 
opened up , duties, which are now only getting family rccog- 
*■ m«ed would have been the practice of men in authority , and, 
m ehort, the India of the twentieth century would have been 
realised at this moment. A plentiful crop of heroi«ms maj 
always be raided on the spot which a man inhabits, to console 
him for the fading memories of his dutant birthplace It is 
but ninety years since the inhabitants of America only 'hared 
in the glories of Britain , and now they have a roll of chivalry, 
on which are m'cnbed the names of deathless men, the pro- 
duct of "the western world , they have a growing literature, 
and a dominion which js every hour enlarging it3 wide 
boundaries Had the "pilgrim fathers” taught their chil 
dren to loot upon the land of their birth as a place of exile, 
m which they were to chen Ji above all things the memories 
of the pa_t, it is more than likely that 'Washington would 
have died a retired officer in the royal army, and the affairs 
of Aew York and Pennsylvania been administered jiut now 
by Mr Iiabouchere and the Colonial Office. 

Ash the physiologi t of nations what it is that prompts 
onr "chcmes of foreign conquest, and he will answer, “a 
re'tlc*a love of acquisition." We would pour the world •* 
wealth into a gob' et, and dnnh it off at a draught I\ e 
would anticipate the course of time, and enjoy, in onr gene 
ration the treasures of futurity , but in the instance of our 
Indian dominion, we aeem to have gamed without any desire 
to enjoy the u«ual fruit* Whenever we have encountered 
opposition, onr track has been like that of the desolating 
lava , bnt, like that molten wave we have congealed to «tonc 
when the strength of the fire-birth is expended. The wealth 
wh ch we acquire is obtained by the exercise of the com 
xnomrSx apjlnances di "laixiur , *fTre exdNrtnra whinhi wu imiiie 
arc the result not of great thoughts or of noble emotions, 
but are J rompted by the mere animal id tinct of self pre- 
servation The land is teeming with wealth which we 
never u c, and apparently never covet — for the simple reason 
that we are ignorant of its existence. Two hundred million* 
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It cannot be denied that the natives lost rather than gamed 
hy die last change in the government of India In theory , 
they stand upon the tame footing with the Europeans , but 
who doe3 not eee that now and henceforth the latter will 
continue to engross fot a time all the higher posts in 
the government of the country ? The necessity of being 
educated in England, and of standing a competition withjhe 
n hole body of the English educated youth, is fatal to 
the hopes of the Hindoo student, however naturally gifted, 
and though left entirely free to enter the hats as a candidate 
for the rich prizes of the civil service 3t 13 true that 
hitherto the Company have always acted as though there had 
been no recognition of the equal right of all the Queens 
subjects to umpire to hi Q l\ employment m the service of the 
state. We hH\e nb natires on the bench of the Zrilah 
Courts, or dark skinned engineers. Poltcy shuts them out 
from high command in the army , and interest has effectually 
prevented them from effecting an entrance into the ranks 
of the cml branch But there was a change which ap- 
peared to effect all that could he desired The monopoly 
of office was utterly overthrow n , all distractions of caste were 
abolished , rank and wealth were to be the sure rewards of 
the ablest "I ou cannot find a flaw in the scheme which is 
to ransack all the broad dominions of Britain in search of the 
most gifted intellects, and which gives to the service of the 
■public the concentrated talent of the whole array of nations 
which own the sovereignty of Queen Victoria. And yet, 
the direct exclusion, by name, of the natives of India could 
not have hindered their ^advancement m the way of self- 
government more completely than this liberal measure In 
the race which is thiown open to half the world, they will 
never be the victors They might have extorted, under the 
old system, some concessions from the remorsp and shame of 
the Indian Government, but, in future,, they can hope 
nothing from the justice of the examiners ntT home The 
1 \ttcr arc bound to select the best instructed of the youth' 
th it offer to undergo the ordeal , and how can the poor 
Asiatic, n cighcd down with the prejudices *of caste, and 
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of hunnn souls wait, patiently, from father to son, for de 
bvervnce from mental and moral bondage, and we, who 
might almost be gods in our distribution of blessings, feel 
that we have performed our duty if we always rank a little 
aboa e the fallen angel* 

Every man is conscious of having at various times received 
new impressions, such a3 bate totally altered his viewajmd 
feelings upon particular subjects" The profound^ thinker can 
trace in 'his own mind the constant action of change, and 
follow in their proper sequence the influences which have 
moulded his opinions, and the ma'a of the people, though 
they do not consider these matters curiously , become aware 
at certain periods that a new light has dawned upon them 
"When feudalism was forced to acknowledge that the tiller 
of the ground was not a divinely appointed slave — when 
pnc*ts were led to own that their mission was to convert 
heretics and not to burn them — when the source of 
political power was declared to reside in the people — 
when the bonds of commerce were loosened and the entire 
freedom of international intercourse finally asserted our 
English kindred saw they were about to open fresh chapters 
of history They have taught thomsclacs and the world 
some of the noblest lessons , but for the present it seems 
that they must put off the pedagogue, aod go to ■'chool again 
The Americans have set them a few excrcwe*, which wo 
hope will soon be learned and extended by the -pupils 

■\Vc do not owe to our Transatlantic friends any impro\cd 
i leas of religion, morals, or freedom. c are content with 
our monarchy, our church, and our share of lil erty , but we 
ha\c to tliank them for the mo^t deceive proofs of the omni- 
potence of common sense They haa e shown us the mon- 
strous absurdity of Jthc rule of Red Tape, and the folly of 
allowing a government .to regufate the sociaf nmngcmcnts 
or a nation Their progress is the mo*t wonderful in the 
annals or the world, because they have hindered it from 
Bung interfered with. As soon as they Ime satisfied them- 
pchts that a thing ought to be done, they go and do it 
The men who resohe arc the men who execute There is 
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no waiting for sanction, or presentation of bumble petitions 
to persons who are moat likely known to be profoundly in- 
competent to give any opinion, mucb les3 nn authoritative 
one, on the matter. The notion that a useful scheme could 
be set aside at the mere will of a State servant/ is incom- 
prehensible to them. They would as soon think of allowing 
the veto of the Emperor of China. The Yankee, who has 
so much in common with ourselves, looks at politico-social 
questions from a totally different point of view. He judges 
the acts of Government by the same criterion that he would 
judge the conduct of a body of traders. They ought to ac- 
complish whatev cr lies in the compass of their ability, and 
in the cheapest and most satisfactory Ynanner. The fool 
ought neither to be trusted nor rewarded ; and the idler 
should be punished without mercy. Now, take an English- 
man who happens to be both merchant and East India 
director, watch his conduct in both capacities, and you will 
note his application of two different rules to circumstances 
which are precisely alike. As a merchant he will only 
employ men to do the tasks they are fit for, and lias propel 
notions of responsibility and power. He will not, as n 
member of a railway board, ask Mr. Stephenson to submil 
his plans to iho approval and control of the secretary’s de- 
partment ; but as a director of the East India Company, h< 
insists that Colonel Cotton shall obey the Madras Itevcnm 
Board, the governor, and the authorities in Bengal. Tell him, 
ns a merchant, that his workmen, whom he is bound to 
take care of, nro many of them starving, but that, if he 
merely gives the word, abundant employment can be found 
for them, and bis own income thereby largely increased, and 
see how readily his humanity and interest will dovetail 
in each other ; but in his capacity of manager at EcadcnhaU 
"Street, such considerations are mostly disregarded. 'Why 
questions of a purely social kind, should be dealt with eo 
differently is what brother Jonathan cannot comprehend. 
If wc had the “ ’cutest * of all Yankees in Bomliav* or 
Madras at this moment, wc should find it utterly 'impossible 
to make him understand why we keep' up 'gov ernora'nntl 
councils under present circumstances, — why certain men in 
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forced to unlearn, by .way of a commencement, the foolish- 
ness *of his previous lifetime, pass' through^ the furnace with 
■triumph? It is a pity that those to 'whom /the guidance of 
affairs were intrusted, should not have had the courage 4o 
stand on the great truth which lies at the bottom of f all this 
contradictory legislation for -India. The Asiatic can never 
occupy the game platform with the European ; and it is- a cruel 
mockery to teach him to the contrary. So long as the value 
of his learning and capacity is tested by an Eastern standard, 
lie may obtain, in reputation atjeast, the full measure of their 
worth ; but when opposed to Western ability, he fails a3 much 
in the comparison of mental as of bodily power. The law 
that affected to put the two races on a level, would be at 
variance with the decrees of nature, which has ordained that 
there should be an eternal wall of separatifin between them. 
The time has again come round in which India must be legis- 
lated for ; but we protest beforehand against any attempt to 
establish equality -by Act of Parliament, in the teeth of the 
wiser legislation of Providence. There is a great debt owing 
to India, of which it is time to commenco at least the pay- 
ment of the first instalment ; but those who w ould tender, for 
that purpose, a declaration of equal rights on the part of 
Hindoos and Englishmen, and practically enforce it, w ould 
create a balance on the other side, which would have to ho 


adjusted again in an inconvenient way. The cry of “ Justice 
to India,” w ill receive various interpretations ; but no honest 
politician can lend the slightest countenance to the notion 


which appears to be uppermost in the minds of leading Hin- 
doos, that English institutions can he established in that part 
of the Queen’s dominions, or that the country can bo go- 
ve rac’d by and for the people. We may as well attempt to 
assimilate the natural productions of the two hemispheres, as 
strive to naturalise in the East the growth of An r»Io- Saxon 
civilisation. Eycn where the soil is fitted for its reception, 
tl.o tree or liberty trill not flouri.I, as a transplanted root. 
It most bo raised from the reed, end not the graft. Instod 
of being -inaugurated with pomp , nd ceremony, its silent 
prtnging must bo notched and tended UyjmkioM gene- 
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rations, ready at all times to water it withTilood and tear* 
India created, thou ands of years since, her own peculiar 
system of civilised existence It is worn out, and now n ants 
replacing , hut the new law must grow out of the old, — *yoti 
cannot change the national character The Hindoo is alwajs 
a "man,’ but he will never be a “brother,” m the seit~c 
which implies an identity of feelings and interests v. ith the 
Englishman 

If the native reformers had the option to-morrow, they 
would reject the British constitution as a model IVhat 
they a«h i*, to be allowed to pick out a bit here and there , 
to have the means of being on an equal footing t\ ith Eu- 
ropeans, at the same time that they preserved their own 
class privileges to the fullest extent. They would like a 
house of lords composed of Brahmin*, and a house of 
commons to which Sudras might be admitted, but if a 
barber’s son claimed to lead the first, and the child of an 
apo°tate was appointed to rule the second, they would 
forego all the benefits of legislative authority rather than 
acknowledge them as superiors The keystone of British 
freedom is the equality of all men beneath the law, whereas 
the fundamental principle of Hindooi«m is the irreversible 
subordination of classes To the Englishman, the past and 
present teaches the grand Ic*son of the people s sovereignty 
To the Brahmin, the ioicc of Deity ever inculcates the 
right of despotism on the one band, and the duty of obedi- 
ence on tlio other Before the smallest fragment of a true 
repre cntntion i* found m India, the existence of caste must 
be wholly annihilated 

And if it is a am to expect that the country can be 
go\ erned by the native aristocracy, it is equally idle to 
imagine that it mil be ruled bj foreigners, for the popula- 
tion at large As well may the scr\ant expect to be 
allowed to labour for his own profit in«tead of bis masters 
The English cxcrci«c snaj from purely rclfiMi mot vies , and 
if heaven eo ordains it that we are made the instruments of 
* good, the merit is not to be ascribed to us. Eicry member 
of the alien race mil try and extract os much lndmdtnl 
u ' 
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profit as lie can* honestly obtain To sow where they have 
not reaped, is the privilege of conquerors throughout all 
time But, in addition to the good of which we are un- 
conscious instruments, we are willing, as a body, to softer 
the inevitable evils of dominion over a strange land e 
must have money — we will not part with power, but if 
the one can be raised with less of suffering to tlic people, and 
the other may be exerted to better result*, there is abundant 
inclination on the part of the English people at home to make 
such changes as are requisite for both ends It is usually 
admitted that inordinate taxation is injurious to the govern- 
ment as well as to the community, and that a defectivo 
administration of justice is a scandal to all those who have 
authority to effect its reformation 

The revision and abatement of taxation, the cheapening of 
law, which costs so much of the poor man’s time, the legal 
education of judges, and the universal boon of English 
teaching, — these are the objects for which native associations 
might exert themselves with effect, and to winch we should 
like to see them voluntarily restricted Their neglect of the 
great social questions tells most unfavourably on the interests 
of their countrymen If 6orae of their complaints arc voted 
unreasonable, it will be concluded that no grievance has been 
forgotten "When the patient appears unconscious of suffer- 
ing, the state phjeicmns will hardly net on the diagnosis of 
disease drawn up by one who will be sot down as an over- 
, zealous friend 

It frequently happen*, however, that whole races, as well 
ns individual*, are unmindful of their true interests, in which 
case it is tko more imperative tint they should bo cared for 
by the rest of the world It is tho lot of society in iho East 
to be moulded into new forms in spite of it«olf , to have free- 
iVww \K, o.wl Uurawt Vylfcc vm/Ja t. pow cr 

Never in the history of mankind did a nation tako such 
pams to subvert its own dominion, as the English line 
Inltcn to destroy tl.cir empire oier ll,„ gootlli re -ion. of 
Hindo«tnn * ** 

Wc can sum up at tins moment all the results D r attempts 
which mn> be made b> the natives of India to extort ^t.t.cal 
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privileges , but it would be bird to say whit might not be 
gamed for the country, if they would Daguerreoty pe the face 
of the land, and present in colours its worn and melancholy 
features We can at best onlv give a profile, — they could 
furnish a full portrait, and attest its fidelity 

The Baboos of Bengal, the Chetties and Moodeliars of 
Madras claim to be entitled to equal privileges with tho 
Englishman, but they have to learn that, although fieedom 
has no geographical limits, and the gift of liberty is a heir- 
loom of all others the most precious, it must never bo 
bestowed on tho e who would cut off the entail To entitle 
themselves to be joined with the Englishman, and allowed 
to share m his privileges, they must adopt the covenant 
which binds him to look on the whole human race with 
sympathy To the members of that undivided family, 
freedom is a property in common, and to claim the right of 
enjoying 13 to acknowledge the obligation to share it But 
will the sticklers for caste accept the liberty they demand 
on those equitable terms? Will they allow the barber’s son 
to preside over their legislative cliamber, and see without 
murmur a panali promoted to the highest offices 9 We arc 
afrud that it is not in that spirit they would recognise the 
u«es of power They would exercise it not as trustees, 
hound to act fof the common benefit, but as the members 
of a Beet claiming the right of exclusive enjoyment and the 
opportunity of persecution for conscience’ euke They wish 
to get possession of freedom that they may assassinate her 
In proportion as their licence 19 extended, the just privileges 
of others must be abridged Tho consistent n«scrtors of 
equal rights demand m the same breath that they may 
Bland on a level with the English Christian, nnd be allow ed 
to trample the Hindoo believer under their feet. It c arc to 
confer upon them tlid giant’s strength, with the full know- 
ledge that they intend to u«c it as tyrannously as a giant 
Under the heads of civilisation, literature, and commerce, 
our countrymen are not justly chargeable with Iming 
diminished the sum total of Hindoo blcs'ings. If it is sail 
that Suttee, Infanticide, and Thuggee, are amongst the 
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comforts of civilisation, it will be allowable to charge us 
■with Vandalism , but the Churruck Poojali js still left to 
console the devotees of tho Post. Every year they hang up> 
without molestation from the authorities, a dozen or so of 
civilised persons who rejoice m thfc polished pastime of 
revolving round a huge pole by means of iron hooks pa 5C ed 
through their quivering flesh Not n temple has been 
thrown down by the English, not a eingle deity removed 
by proclamation from the calendar They are at liberty to 
practi c any of the arts for which their forcfithers were 
famous, as well ns those for which the European is re 
nouned In literature they have not lost Menu, but they 
have gained Milton They can study their own sliastras as 
well as our sciences, and read Shakspearc along with the 
Ycdis and Puranas As for commerce, our friends the 
Baboos, Moodehars, and Chetties will hardly pretend that 
their fathers’ sons have anything to complain of on that score 
They are at liberty to trade with all the world, and when 
tliev have counted their gains, may rely on being permitted to 
keep them They are fast making India an unprofitable place 
of residence for the British merchant, and might, if they 
chose, entirely monopolise the commerce of the country 
The noble has become a pauper, the ryot barely contrives to 
keep body and soul together , but in every part of India the 
native trader thrives and fattens It is he who gathers up 
* the crumbs that fall from the Company s table, and gleans in 
the fields which have been ravaged by the collector and his 
locust brood Our government and laws have been, and 
continue to be, full of evil , but they will certainly sustain a 
comparison with tho«e of thenative sovereigns to whose annals 
wc can point with any degree of historic certainty We 
know little about what was said and done m the remote 
periods of history, but the foref ithers of the present venera- 
tion can hardly be said to have experienced the qualified 
happ ness which tl c Greek poet ascribed to his ancestors 

under the rule of Sliltiades, when he sanv 

“ Our tyrant* tl en 
Were st 11 at least our countrymen " 
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They lived and suffered under the changing rule of despo- 
tism In one generation the Hindoo rajal> killed pigs in the 
sacred places of the Mabolnedans , and m the next, the 
dc cendants of the Arabian slaughtered cows on the hallow ed 
floors of the \ agodo. Life and property were the toys of 
authority, and liberty a blessing equally unknown to monarch 
and to slave. 

Englishmen who have a proper sen*e of their responsibility 
to God and mankind, feel that they have not done justice to 
India , but the ruler who wi«hes to escape censure is only 
too glad to institute a comparison betvv een the acts of lus 
own government and th<Y=e of his native predecessor* To 
come to modern times there ore men now li\ mg in the terri- 
tory of Mysore who remember Tippoo Saib, and have paid 
obedience to the heir of the ancient Hindoo dynasty who 
was set up in Ins room if their suffrages could be taken, 
they would not ho inclined to vote in favour of native 
sovereigns, however orthodox m their practice of idolatry 
or sincere m tlievr profession of respect for Allah and the 
Propliet. 

Tor the people of India, the down trodden raa «es, — for 
the beggared rajah who«e patrimonial c tate lias been 
wrested from him, — for the Bralimm who sighs over the 
decay of a religion which, in bis heart, he believes to be of 
divine origin — we can feel respect and sympathy, but wo 
Jmc not much regard for the majority of Hindoo politician*, 
who talk of wrongs which they have not suffered, nnd aspire 
to the enjoyment of privileges to which they have as yet no 
rightful claim*. Let them first cam a title to freedom and 
understand the uses to which they v\ ould be hound to npj ly 
it hen they arc of the same heart nnd mind with the 
Anglo-S ucon, they maj be allowed to share in the fruits of 
Ins ccntuncs of tod, and labour with him in the great field of 
human improvement. The terms of tho partnership may be 
arranged with our dc*cendants. 

Though daily losing ground nmong«t tlicir own people, tl o 
advocates of caste are still a power in India, but what share 
can they have in tho tnumjhv of European civilisation? 
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CHAP XX 

TUF. FELlGtOCS QUESTION — NOGEE LORDS CTO's CHRISTIAN PCLET^ 
■—THE DESPOTISM OP KNOWLEDGE — TUE WISE AM) GOOD MAN 
ALWAYS A MISSIONARY — FALSE IDEAS OF N YTTVE HOSTILITY 
TO CHRISTIAN ITT 

In the House of Lords, on the 9 th of June last, Lord 
Ellenborougli spoke on the eubject of the d« affection in 
the Bengal army The former Governor General of India 
said, in the course of his speech, I can «carcelj believe it 
now to be true, though I saw it distinctly stated in the 
papers, that the Governor General himself. Lord Canning, 
sub cnbed largely to a Missionary Society, which has for its 
object the conversion of the natives I deem that fact of 
thc"*o subscriptions of Lord Canning, the Gov ernor General 
of India, to societies baring for their object the conversion of 
the natives, if it be true, to be one of the most dangerous 
tlungs that could po a aibly have happened to the security of 
our government in India.” The Pre ulent of the Council, 
the Marquis of Lan e downe, followed Lord Ellenborough, 
and ‘'aid that, “having the stron D Cst public and pnvato 
friend hip for Lord Canning, he was yet prepared to stato 
that if by any error or mistake in judgment, which he did 
not believe, and be would not believe without proof. Lord 
Canning had so acted as to give countenance to such belief 
as the noble carl inferred, be would no longer dc erve to 
be continued *n his office as Governor General of India. 
(Hear, bear ) " 

It is held in substance bylna lorddnp and tho«c who agree 



218 


10\ou\scr Mu>r TO ItNVCklF DOW ctur XX 


with lnm, tint n small bod) of men ha\c no right to endca- 
t our the Bubi crsion of an ancient faith which fills and satisfies 
the mind of a nation , but if this rule of action be correct, Sir 
James Brooke nos not warranted in putting down head- 
hunting in Sarawak Iho Dj nks had practised it from time 
immemorial It nos, at the panic time, a religious duty and 
a custom of chivnlrj They believed that it brought incrca a c 
of riches ns well as honour The English civilwcr murdered, 
then, the man who was put to death by a % irtual cv post facto 
law for only nbiding by the law of lus priests, and the tradi- 
tions of his fathers And the like measure of dt®approval must 
l>c awarded to ct cry man who has suppressed foreign customs 
alien to lus own preconceived notions, no matter whether 
cannibalism, human sacrifices, or self-immolation It will 
only bo necessary to prove, what no one will attempt to 
den), that the said customs were agreeable to the habits and 
feelings of the people , and forthwith it is made a crime to 
disturb them According to this doctrine, civilisation could 
only bo advanced by supernatural means, and the idea of 
superior wisdom is absurd 

It js surely not necessary to employ argument, to show the 
folly of idol worship, or the miserable vices of the Hindoo 
character m a national point of view Those who sneer at 
Christianity will hardly vaunt, as n proof of their better 
appreciation of the ideas most worthy of man’s homage, their 
own reverence for Hindoo symbols of divine power The 
hatred of priestcraft, the recognition of the universal rights 
of manl md, and the acknowledgment of the just superiority 
of great powers — no matter in what station of life the pos- 
sessor may be fonnd — are altogether incompatible with the 
support of Brahmins and the advocacy of the division of 
castes , nor will any man uphold the superior advantages of 
Indian progress, unless he is prepared to deny the uses of 
knowledge and the benefits of science Such a man must 
avow Ins desire to roll back the tide of time, and wholly 
erase the fairest pages of the world s history 

"We repudiate then altogether the idea that the Hindoos 
are competent to offer valid opposition to the march of Hu- 
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roj can ideas in religion or science, ju«t as we would the 
resistance of n child to the projects of the matured intellect 
The fact of an enlightened Englishman rationally espousing 
the cause of Hindoo hatred to innovation, is not capable of 
belief Such a man can no more in his heart uphold the 
doctrines of native theology, or the follies of natnc preten- 
sions to science, than lie can prefer the bullock-tracks to the 
railway, or the tappnl to the clectnc telegraph "We claim 
the nght, by virtue of superior power, acquired from the 
wcc-sant exercise of all the faculties of mind and body, to 
pronounce upon the value of mental efforts, and map out the 
course of the nation’s travel upon the great highway of human 
improvement 

But then comes the question, how far nrc men, in their in- 
dividual capacity, bound to spread abroad the superior know- 
ledge which has been imparted to them ? In physical affairs 
the question is easy of solution The man who by chance 
discoi ers a remedy for a disease hitherto deemed incurable, 
and which annually swept off great numbers of the popula- 
tion, would ho deemed a public enemy if he confined the 
secret to his own breast The fate of almost every di«co\eTcr 
reflects but little honour upon Ins contemporaries. Opposi 
tion, contempt, and obscurity — neglect in the market-place* 
and homage in the tomb* make up the common lot of tl c 
world b greatest benefactors , but, could Jcnncr have foreseen 
with the clearness of prophetic vision that he should hare 
been spurned as a quack and treated as a cheat, alike by 
tho men of his own profession nnd the untaught public, 
would that knowledge have justified liun in the estimation of 
posterity in withholding hisglonous discovery of vaccination 9 
According to the magnitude of a gift, ju«t so is the extent of 
our obligation to share its ble-^ings with others He who 
"knows most, must work ’Hardest. The knowledge which is 
not communicated loses nearly all its inherent value And 
if such is the enso with regard to mere temporal affair*, how 
much stronger is the obligation in spiritual matters I The 
man who would cure an aching finger, or as a matter of duty 
increase the enjoyments of the parsing hour, would hardly 
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ilcom himself justified in withholding the knowledge of im- 
mortality 

Wo hold tint the government of India have no rigid 
winterer to interfere with the pm ate missionary efforts of 
their highest officers, and that the natn cs have no cau«c to 
complain, eo long ns these efforts arc not backed by the coer- 
cive power of the state The employment of force defeats 
its own object, and is, besides, wholly unchristian, hut what 
rcstuctions can the Court of Directors really pheo upon the 
efforts of their servants to disseminate the hghfc of a purer 
faith? Granted, that they could prohibit a governor gene 
ral or a secretary from appearing upon a missionary plat- 
form, they could not prevent them from subscribing for the 
maintenance of a Schwartz or n Carey, they could not, 
without imminent danger to their own miserable and narrow 
interests, hinder them from founding Christian schools, or 
from exhibiting, in a thousand ways, the force of Christian 
example And what on the other hand, should induce any 
man, holding in. Ins heart the inevitable belief that truth 
will always prevail, to hinder the conflict of the opposing 
principles of reason and folly? We absolutely deny the 
right of the state to prohibit any man however high or 
*li\imblc his station, from doing his utmost to obtain, with the 
weapons of mind, victory for his ofrn peculiar opinions We 
give toleration to all creeds, and equal external power to all 
forms of belief It is a3 competent to the Hindoo as to the 
Luropean to battle with pen and tongue m defence of bis 
faith and this claim of liberty, which is held to be undeni- 
able in the case of the humblest, we cannot, surely, withhold 
from the highest in the state A ground of complaint exists 
when the power which is held in trust for the common benefit 
of the community is exerted to forward the objects of a. Cau, 

To say that tl e appaient bias of members of tl e rulin" 
authority, exhibited only in speech or v. riting, is held to 1 c 
equivalent to a demand of obedience, is to declare the absolute 
(liveliness of the multitude —an inference! winch would most 
probably be repudiated by those who uphold what aro called 
tl e rights of the Hindoo 
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Upon there broad grounds, then, that the opposition offered 
to the growth of European thought is not rational, and 
that the state has no right whatever to proscribe the moral 
influence of truth, or even of error, if we may be pardoned 
the seeming paradox, we hold that the Hindoos ha\c no 
just ground of complaint when the peaceable subversion 
of their religion is contemplated, and that the officers of 
Government are entitled to exert themselves to promote mis- 
sionary object*, on all occasions, in their private capacity 
As servants of the state, they are bound to protect all, as 
heirs of immortality, they are bound to enlighten all 

There arc questions upon which the law ° and opinions of 
the Hindoos ought not to have any weight whatever If an 
innovation sought to be made is in accordance with the true 
interests of civilisation (and of that the dominant race only 
are qualified to judge), we are authorised to carry it into 
effect. On what other grounds can we justify our forcible 
interference with so many chendied customs and religious 
duties? The Rajpoot thought it was for the benefit of his 
race, that female infants should be murdered The Ivliond 
believed thit the blessing of heaven would attend him if he 
offered up lraman sacriScos Ihe Hindoo widow anticipated 
a glorious hereafter, if she were permitted to burn with her 
dead husband Well, our people converted all those men 
tinous nets into crimes. They debarred heaven from tho 
" ,dow Thc f CI P° ' d ‘ho Khond to famine and pestilence 
They punished infanticide with the penalty of murder 
1\ hence did they get authority to do this ? Not from the 
Shu.tcrs or the lips of Brahmins Not from Itajahs or the 
natu e commonalty They walked by the light, and acted 
by the force of civilisation. They imposed humanity and 
liberty upon the ignorant and weal There was no waitm . 
for the national sanction If darkness were not better than 
light, tho natnes would bless them by and by, and mean- 
time they were prepared to encounter all tho consequences of 
! itrcd nnd mi3un1cr>tanding 

The pne-ts nnd teachers of the Hindoos regard us with n 
feeling winch is not to he conciliated liy any act of npo-Usy 
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on the part of our rulers They caro nothing about the sub- 
scriptions of the governor general in aid of religious societies, 
or the preaching of the Gospel It is our civilisation, and 
not our Christianity, that they dread , not the doctrine that 
the Saviour died for all men, but the teaching of the fact that 
the earth is round Banish on the morrow all y, ho take an 
interest in the spread of the glad tidings, pull down the 
pulpits and scatter the congregations, and so long as a school 
remained open, or a Hindoo child recollected the first lessons 
m geography, we should fail to satisfy them 'Wherever 
our footsteps penetrate, the pundit finds that his income 
lessens and his influence withers Ills defeats are not to be 
measured by our victories The deist is a rebel to Hin* 
dooi^m, though he refuses to fight under the Christian 
banner Young Bengal is not gamed by the missionary , but 
lie is lost to tbe Brahmin. 

Let no man of our race harbour the foolish thought that 
the example of the Emperor Julian might well be imitated 
by our chief ruler in India, or that we can win the affection 
of the orthodox Hindoo by hindering the growth of Chris- 
tianity From the highest to the lowest, they will gladly 
tolerate us if we will only consent to tolerate them They 
have not sought the life of the missionary or the holdings of 
the planter They wish to retain their lands and religion, 
and believe in their hearts that wc intend to deprive them of 
both by violence Let us give them assurance to the con- 
trary, and our Sovereign will have no firmer allies than the 
princes of Ilindostan, no subjects more peaceful than the 
Brahmin and his followers 
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CHAP XXI 

TorroPE in the Norrn "west — now states ate “ ppotected ' 
EXAMPLES OF INDIAN JCSTlCt. 

In deiling with the subjects of Indian law and police, one 
cannot help giving way to occasional bursts of uncontrollable 
laughter 1 ou are obliged to indulge either m cursing or 
cacchination, and the latter is the more harmless, if the le«& 
sati fying mode of venting your feeling* The tyranny is 
so unrestrained, the illegality so outrageous, as to be really 
comic Neither ate matched by any species of rule under 
the sun IPe are not going to quote examples from the 
report of the Madras Torture Commission, which is three 
years old, nor from Mr Halliday b mmnte on the condition 
of the police m Bengal, but will begin with citing instances 
from a Parliamentary return ordered by the Hou«e of 
Common*, on the 22nd of June last, nine days after tho 
Gagging Act was parsed in Calcutta. The public mu B t 
please not to murmur, if we^isk them to turn back with us 
at the end of a feu pages. 

Amongst the chief allies of the British Government, is the 
Bajah of Puttialab The territories of this prince, who is a 
Siklv form a jiortion of what are called the “Protected 
States,” and are situated on the eouth side of the Sutlej 
“When the rebellion broke out, Lord Canning called upon 
lnm for assistance , and he met the claim halfway, sending 
hi* troops amongst the very first reinforcements to Dell i, 
and affording, by word and deed, the greatest proof of zeal 
and fnenddup. It is reported, on good authority, that he 
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l»as lent tlic Government of the Punjaub large sums, anti it is 
more than liVely that if, instead of aiding us, lie had raised 
the standard of the Khalsa, and called on the Sikhs to make a 
second fight for their independence, he would have been 
joined by thousands of the men who are now fighting on our 
side, and who^e numbers and bravery enabled us to capture 
Delhi How needful it has always been to avoid giving this 
influential chief just ground for offence, is a point that need 
not he dwelt upon 

Amongst the list of civilians attached to the North-West 
Provinces, is Mr Henry Brereton This gentleman has been 
fourteen years in the service, and in April, 1854, and for 
some time previously, was deputy commissioner, in charge of 
the Loodianah district He is described by Sir John Law- 
rence as being a man of vigorous ability In October, 1854, 
certain native petitions were addressed to the chief commis- 
sioner, complaining against some proceedings in the criminal 
department, and making various statements, which he ordered 
to be enquired into The result was a report from Mi 
Barnes, superintendent of the Cis Sutlej States, the greater 
portion of which we mu't give m that gentleman’s own 
words After stating his arrival in Loodianah, m November, 
Mr Barnes proceeds ns follows — ** Before your communi- 
cation, I bad -visited the gaol in company with the deputy- 
commissioner I had found all the wards crowded with pn 
8oners, Borne of whom, for want of accommodation, were 
placed in tents I was surrounded by men who complained 
loudly of the means by which they had been arrested and 
confined I had also heard that Mr Brereton maintained 
informers, some on a fixed salarj, who were always with him, 
and some ^ on special duty, who were only in occasional 
employ I heard also numerous complaints against Moo°alnb 
Kbnn, and baa brother Tuttch dung , and petitions from 
zemindars of Jugrnon, belonging to castes who have not a 
goo 1 name, lad been presented to me, complaining of the 
police measures adopted by tlie acting tel, Slider, Moosnhib 
Klmn Boeder Sing nnd Lull, Sing declare Hint their 
Iinu a cs were searched Inst May, on suspicion of hcim- con 
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the head (the} me Sikhs) was tied to their leg irons, 
wooden pegs were driven into the joints of their elbows and 
other sensitive parts Others were merely hound tightlj 
and beaten with fists, so that no marl's might remain I m 
spcctcd two men. Ram Ditta and Dittoo , they bear large 
scars on their elbows, -and on other parts of their arms 
The cicatrix in each wound is recent, and, they all so 
lemnly state that these pegs were forcibly inserted, so as 
to lacerate the flesh The man who operated jn all these 
eases was a wretch called Allah Buksh, a sen ant belonging' 
to i utteh Jung Ram Ditto, and Dittoo were so severely 
wounded with these pegs, that they were sent to the gaol 
hospital and were cured there 

« Eventually, although there was nothing whatever against 
them, except the malicious statement of a convict, all these 
men were required to furnish heavy securities of 200 rupees 
each, and they weft not released till these securities were 
produced 

"After I had taken these depositions, I went to the 
Hawalut, where I found fifty seven men under confine 
ment In one case of robbery, of 8,700 rupees, at Rac fl 
poor, six men and women were under arrest Some of these 
were arrested in August last, and some m September last , 
yet in two instances only had the defence been taken 
Xho other four did not know on what grounds they had been 
seized They had not been called upon for their defence, 
aud had been in Hawalut for many weeks The arrests 
were made by Futteh Jung, on the information of a single 
' Goindali ’ Dewa Sing one of the prisoners, declares 
he was tortured by Futteh Jung into a partial confes 
fiion On Ins testimony, Hurnnm Singh, a Jut of the 
Puttialah territory, near Thaneysm, was seized, and also 
Iioopa Ins mother Hurnam declares tint bo was confined 
at 1 utteh J ung a quarters m the city A tent peg was 
driven into lus anus, and eventually he was sent to hospital , 
lie was never confronted with lus accuser, nor was lus 
defence even taken I f 0UD d him in the gaol hospital and 
lie appears a joung Jut, with a countenance that does not 
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indicate crime There is no proof against him His 
mother, Jioopn, states that Futteh Jung and Alla Bilk'd?, 
and a third man, seized her nt her home m Puttialah, and 
granted to strip bet’’ They placed her under an August 
sun, and gave her nothing to drink. Tuttcb Jung tied a 
hag of filth over her mouth and no e, and endeavoured to 
get her to confit * Roopa al«o declares that her liou c nt 
1’utti ilah was dug down in the search for stolen proper!} , 
none of which was di«co\cred Money found concealed 
there, belonging to herself, was ajpropnated by Futteh 
Jung 

“Boodh Sing, J it, made a partial confession in this case 
He declares it was extorted from Inin hr fal c repre cntations 
nn’1 torture Ills statement is that Khccma, an informer, 
nnd Sheik Chund, a hurkundaz m di.giit*o, came to lus 
hou«e lie entertained them A month after, Futteh 
Jung came to Ins village, placed a guard, round his hou»c, 
dug up the floors and walls, anl dodrojed it. He himself 
was ab«cnt, hut was seized sltortl} afterward' 1 3{ed pepper 
war 'tuflVd in Ins no*e, and a peg drnen into his ami* In 
his agony lie was induce*! to make a fake confession. lie 
Ins been under confinement “mce 27th July , but no order 
1 a* Wen pa««cd m his ca«c lie lent out monc) to Ins 
neigl hour*, nml the h t of Ins debtors was seized hi buttch 
Jung, wl o realised mi 1 npj ropmtcil the mono} The two 
> icn who ronfc««ed partial!} have had tlieir statements taken 
d in n Tic otl cr four were ca«t into pn*on, the} laic 
neser seen their accuser* , nor hare their defences been 
written Tliiv do not all Mate that they wen. tortured. 
Hnrnam ^ing nr-d Kxijaetatc that tortur*. was emp! wed 
n^ain** them in vain the othir tws simj !} state that 
tlcj were arrested, the mwn there f it cv know not I 
f uni two men under nrrr«t on a charge of liighwavTolbcry, 
value 4 H rupe» « , there is no jvwof wl ate'er again* t ll cm 
H e extra a*n«t*nt rr-omineft !eJ tl r relrrc on <1 e 20th 

0 Iftlwr Iv*t hut t! ev are Mill in cu*ti»Ir Then* were two 

1 r* n< k tol ! v Al tred Man « f tl <* Mire jurlv #* 
} ittrhihr tl r • tTa re »• alleged 1 % 1 1 i chi oM. Allied 
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Ynr is not a police-officer; he holds an unauthorised ap- 
pointment ns ** provider of supplies ” to troops marching ; 
lie seized these two men on 12th October last, a month ago > 
they aic in strict arrest; no proof has appeared against 
them, and their defence has not been taken. I found also 
four men arrested since 7th August last, at tbc instance of 
nn informer called Mootsuddie, on tbc charge o&false coining ; 
there is no proof whatever against them, and no defences 
lnvc been recorded, although these men have been .under 
arrest three months. There are other instances of inju- 
dicious arrests and illegal treatment among the persons 
in tho Hawalut, hut X have noticed only those cases in 
which mention was made of Futteh Jung and Ahmed X ar 
Khan, or in which the circumstances were more flagrant than 
in others. 

“ There were six men in the Iiawalut at the city Kotwallcc, 
Some of these had been there several weeks, none less than 
twenty dajs, and their defence had not been recorded. 
"While I was visiting the gaol four men complained to me of 
Futteh Jung and Ahmed Yar Khan, and X took their' de- 
positions ; they are imprisoned for no specific crime, but for 
alleged had livelihood. Two of these men arc subjects of 
foreign states arrested by Futteh Jung; and a third is a 
resident of Dhurm Kote, Zillah Ferozeporc. Their arrest 
and confinement in the Loodianah gaol on such charges is 
unjustifiable, Futteh Jung and Ahmed Yar appear to hai o 
had a commission to rove in foreign territory. They were 
at Malcir lvotta, Puttialah, and Nabha, at different periods 
from last January till the present time. Futteh Jung is 
penvanali navees in the Fouzdnrry office. Ahmed Yar 
was specially employed in the Koop robbery case on your 
recommendation, suggesting that a special party should be 
deputed to investigate tbc particulars of this crime. No clue 
whatever has been obtained and the establishment sanc- 
tioned was discharged on the 30th September last; sub- 
requent arrests made by Ahmed Yar were entirely illegal, as 
he Inu no police pow ers whatei cr.” 

Tl.ee (ire the IK.rt.culm. 0 [ the eases represented to the 
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Chief Commissioner in which thc'e men have been employed 
Allowing for «ome exaggeration, I feel convinced tint Puttch 
Jung Klnn has held almost unlimited power, which he has 
grossly and most cruelly abu«ed Holding a subordinate ap- 
pointment m the Fouzdarry office, he has been commissioned 
by Mr Brereton to investigate crime®, with permission almost 
to do what 4ie liked, to go where he pleased, and to arre t 
any one upon whom Ins eu picions might tall, he has al o 
been allowed to hold a separate court as it were, prisoners 
having been kept for weeks at lus quarters, and, as lie was 
directly interested in eliciting confessions, I most firmly 
believe that he exercised great oppression for this object, 
particularly m the instance of the zemindars of KuneitcU , I 
am convinced that the wounds their bodies show were caused 
by the torture he applied During his long sojourns in 
foreign territory it is reasonable to suppose, as alleged by the 
victims, that such a man, armed with such power, committed 
many atrocities and levied much money The chiefs* them- 
selves did not complain , it is not etiquette to mention such 
matters, and oppression might proceed to almost any length 
before the commusioner would hear of it from the chiefs 
thcm'elvcs. Puttcli Jung Khan entered the district with 
Mr Biereton, he had accompanied him for some years, he 
is own brother to Moosahib Khan, and js a villain of the 
deepest die Ahracd Yar Khan one of the same clique, 
but he is no relation to Hie other two , there arc complaints 
against hnn, but he apj>cirs to l*c milder and more humane 
than 1 utteh .Tung I have no doubt lie lias extorted much 
money in his long forays into foreign territory, but be was 
not so active nor so cruel in torture as Futteh Jung, he 
should simply be d «nu *cd from employ, a light pumdiment 
Jbr the numerous crime he has doubtle s committed Xhcrc 
have been many complaints preferred against Moosahib Khan 
fir the surveillance ho has imposed upon certain villages in 
]ii=> jun«ibction, snppo«ed to have ft bad name The means 
unployed to prevent the occurrence of crunc are very 
liar-U and the remedy appears far wor-e tlian the evil A 
burhundaz is stationed m every suspected village, lie is 
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ordered to a* erable every roaD, u oman, and child residing 
therein three times a day A fourth “ parade,’ as the people 
call it, is taken about eleven at night, any person found 
absent from these roll calls is fined tiro rupees, ten annas, 
and on a repetition of the offence he is fined twenty-five 
rupees 

Moosalub Khan admits the truth of this account, and 
gives as his authority the verbal orders of tbe Deputy Com 
nu«sioncr He states that on the second offence, not a fine, 
but a recognizance of twenty-five rupees is taken If so, 
tbe first fault is punished more severely than the second, 
which seems unlikely The°e villages are inhabited by a 
rice called Horaces, and one or two by communities of men 
called Rajpoots They arc the proprietors of mouzahs, 
paying revenue to Government, and, as far as I know, bear 
a tcrnble character Many of them are in the service of 
tlic Raja of Kupoorthulla, and hold high rank on bis esta- 
blishment Admitting, however, that the race generally 
is predatory, I think so indiscriminate and severe a system 
as that enforced by Mr Brereton and Moosabib Khan is 
quite indefensible , a people might be driven into rebellion 
by measures like these Harnces, like other men, have 
legitimate calls upon their time which oblige them to leave 
their homes to interdict them, and to deprive them entirely 
of their liberty, is a measure far exceeding the exigencies of 
the ca«e Besides, to place a single* burkundaz in that posi- 
tion, with leave to compel the attendance of every soul four 
times within twenty four hours, 13 to gne lnm a license to 
bully, extort, and plunder at his discretion Mr Brereton 
13 actuated 1 y undoubted zeal , lie pursues a ej stem winch 
lie tlunl s will suppress crime, and be formidable only to the 
worst of manl ind But his judgment is entirely d cfccinc 
In order to pum*h and present crime, he creates n hundred 
evil* wl tell m my opinion cause more mi«clnef than the 
offences lo would put down In his jursuits after the 
ducoita or the Koop lottery lie Ins seized numerous persons 
quite innocent or tlio enme lie Ins allowed men like 
1 uttcli J un 0 to roam oscr the protected states without con- 
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trol , he lna alarmed the respectable section of the people by 
the injudicious and causeless searches ho has instituted for 
stolen property, and, lastly, he Ins been entirely deceived in 
the character of his agents, who have robbed, and tortured, 
and bullied guiltless men in Ins name 
Another phase in Mr Brcrcton 8 S} stem is, Ins dcpcndancc 
upon spies To hear Mr Brcrcton himself speak on the 
subject one is impressed with a belief that lie is fully aware 
of the abuses and evils to which a reliance on such sources 
will lead Yet he has three informers constantly about him 
I may say they are domesticated in his house, they live in 
his compound, and act occasiortally as private servants 
Their names are Mootsuddie, Shurfoo, and Jowahir Moot- 
suddie has seized several persons, and many unjustly, he has 
rccened rewards, and all three draw fixed salaries from 
Government. They ore soucars, and, I believe, comers 
of false coin. , they should be remanded to the Thuggee de- 
partment, and removed from this district without loss of time 
I have heard numerous complaints against these men, and 
especially against Mootsuddie 

I forgot to mention in the body of the letter, that no Ie*a 
than eighty men have been apprehended since the commence- 
ment of the year on the charge of “ budmashec ’ Of these, 
thirty have gi\ en in their sureties, and have been allowed to 
return to their houses, but fifty men still remain in gaol 
on this charge I ara engaged in looking over the records 
of their ca.es In many instances, I have found that the 
accused have been throw n into gaol on the bare report of 
the thaunahdar There is no proof whatever agamst them 
and yet they hnv e been imprisoned in default of heavy ^ecu 
rity, far beyond their means, for one year They are all in 
VSV.7A, aVJwvagh afee. law as, mmfxupjL by tint Sudr Nizamut 
expressly forbids this aggravation of their punishment. In 
the neighbouring zillah of Ferozpoor, with the 6ame aggre 
gate of prisoners, and v. itlnn the «ame time, viz , l«t January 
to 31st October, with much the same population and the 
same amount of enme the d strict officer has arrestc 1 
only five men, and jet in Loodianah eighty men have been 
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and invigorate him«elf In health and pocket An elderly 
French lady deposed, that he knocked her hou«o down, and 
stoic the money that she had concealed on the premise* lie 
placed her in the sun with the thermometer at 125°, kept her 
without water, and tied a bag of filth over her mouth Her 
son was taken to the clerk’s house m Pari*, and tortured so 
horribly, that they were obliged to send him to the hospital 
A third brother, having no official appointment whatever, 
roved about Calais and ran across into Belgium or Germany* 
“ without control” Owing to the disregard of “ rules re- 
garding returns and report*, supervision on the part of supe- 
rior authority became impossible ; as the detectives worked 
only on verbal orders, or no orders at all, they eluded all the 
usual checks , no one knows the number of arrests they made 
and did not report, and the amount of property they seized, 
and did not account for ” Neither the emperor, the magis 
trates of Antwerp, or the burgomasters of Brussels ever 
complained. The Dover official and his robber retinue 
might have gone to any length before our Government would 
hear of it from those gentlemen “ It is not etiquette to 
mention euch matters.” 

India is still the land of romance, but men who have 
redded there For years and are familiar with its social lift., 
feci, on reading the story of Mr Brereton, much as a boy 
who lays down the book of “The Arabian Nights,” to take 
up a report of the performances of Mr Anderson Sir John 
Lav. rence, who knew that the detailed iniquities might only 
he a tithe of what had been perpetrated under Mr Brereton 3 
authority, was “sorry to declare I 113 opinion, that a mere 
warning cannot be depended upon to prevent any future 
recurrence of the«=c eula under Air Brereton’s administration 
lie seems possessed with a species of mfituation in regarl 
to the use of espionage, the employment of personal attacln.*, 
and the application of indiscriminate seventy , from this 
vie ous system experience does not seem to deter him, nor 
advice dissuade It will be observed from the j apers that 
some of the very employes now arraigned, hid attracted eon o 
kind of notice in connexion with Air Brereton at various 
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period* nn<l place*. The late Bowl Inti reason to fear tint 
latterly the^c nlm*ca lm! even crept into the Thuggee depart- 
ment; of thc«c ru*pic5iun Mr. Brcrifnn wn* made Adi} 
nwnre; indeed, t\ circular wa* nftcrwzmU tamed on tfo 
subject. Thc«c circumstances, however, «cm to have left 
but n transient impression on Mr. Brcrclou’s mind, and the 
same men who, ns he hitn«clf fa^s, hnve fulluvrid him for 
years, nrc now figuring in the present report. The chief 
.commissioner considers that some owl: of the severe dis- 


pleasure of Government is necessary, which may operate as 
a stern lesson to Mr. Brercton, and may serve to Keep his 
judgment straight in these matters for the future. Morcov cr, 
the chief commissioner would submit, that when great fault* 
nrc clearly brought home to an officer, some example is called 
tor <o vindicate the administration before the people, and to 
preserve it pure from the like scandal hereafter. The chief 
commissioner would further be deposed to suggest, that after 
what has occurred Mr Brercton is not suited for employment 
in the Punjnub. That officer needs more supervision than 
can well be given by any of our commissioners, whose duties 
are so numerous. In the older provinces there nro judges to 
supervise and restrain as vv ell ns commissioners. It has been 
suggested that Sir. Brercton should be appointed to some 
station which forms the head quarters of n commi-sionership • 
But there nro man} practical difficulties in tins course. Such 
stations usually require the best officers; and there arc 
usually reasons why those districts should continue to be 
held by their present incumbents Indeed, with this* very 
view of securing supervision, tlic chief commissioner hid 
contemplated transferring Mr. Brercton from Loodianah to 
Lahore; but waived tins mtcntiou in consequence D f t j, 0 
judicial commissioner urging that this office i-’g peculiar sys- 
tem would he particul »rly mischievous at the capital, as cal- 
cul ited to irritate and distress a large city population. If 
Mi Brercton should remain in the Punjaub ,t will be* un 

"rcr a t^ 1, ” 1 " pfcMj - ,bat ■“= *-<* ~ 

S.r John Lawrence felt towards Sir Ilrereton as an 
English ovc.seer feels towaids a troublesome pauper Ho 
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was anxious to get lnm carted into the adjoining parish, and 
eared nothing about the trouble he might gnejhe nett board 
of guardian# that had to deal y, ith him. But Lord Dalhou°ie, 
to whom the papers in the nffur were transmitted in due 
course, objected to tins method of getting rid of the difficulty 
of “ how to punish a civilian ** •* The Commissioner," said the 
Governor General, “ has suggested no specific measure, but 
lie casually hints that he wishes that Mr Brercton should no 
longer be employed in the Punjaub I cannot accede to (his 
wx«h The faults and irregularities of Mr Brercton have no 
particular hcinousncss m the Punjaub They would be open 
to the same degree of objection if committed anywhere el e 
m the Indian territories If Mr Brereton is unfit to be em- 
ployed in the Punjaub, he is equally unfit to be employed in 
the north west provinces 1 should object to Ins being sent 
bach to those provinces I do not consider it fit that the 
rest of the Presidency of Bengal should be used as a pre 
serve, whence very many of the best men have been drafted 
to the Punjaub, and that it should be made use of also as a 
penal district, to which every offending officer m the Punjaub 
should be immediately transferred” Lord Dalhousic pro 
nounced upon the ca^e as follows ** I am of opinion that the 
Government of India, consistently with a due regard to its 
own character, and to the protection which it ones to those 
who arc placed under its charge, cannot consent to leave in 
Mr Brerc ton’s hands the power which he luu so grievously 
abu°ctl I tun of opinion that Mr Brercton cannot, foi the 
present, be fitly entrusted -with the authority of a deputy 
commi «ioner , that he ought to l e removed from that gra 1c 
to the grade of a first class assistant , and that he ought not 
to be restored to the grade of a deputy commissioner, or to 
any corresponding authority, until his conduct shall have 
satufied In* superiors that he better appreciates the re«ponsi 
Lilitiesof a British officer iq this country, and can better u c 
the civ il I owers with winch he has heretofore been entrusted ” 
The case had still to go before the Court of Director* and 
the consummate tact with which they managed it was 
worthy of their reputation m the East In an unws«e moment. 
Sir James Hogg, standing counsel fur the Comj anj in the 
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House of Common*, had allowed his sympathies to gottlic 
better of h» judgment, nnd knowing that torturo Ind never 
been sanctioned by the Government, lio went to the length 
of asserting that it was wholly unknown in India ^ho 
lapsus was mo«t unfortunate, tlio enemies of the company 
persuaded Lord Ilnms tho Governor of Madras, to appoint 
a commission of inquiry , and the subject was busily agitated 
nt tho aery time that Mr Limes nrndo Ins report. The 
Torturo Commissibn did not eend tn its report till the 15th 
of April 1855, and it would have been madness to let it be 
* known in tho previous January, that in the territory recently 
acquired from the Sikhs, torture was eo common, that its 
application by men lming no authority to make arrests, 
disturbed tlic mghtlj sleep of quiet inhabitants , whilst hope 
of redrees was eo idle, that tho people nc\ cr complained to 
Mr Brereton on the subject. Wlmt w ould parliament say 
if they heard of tho atrocious outrages perpetrated on tho 
subjects of foreign states by servants of the Go\ eminent 
that annexed Oude ? If this state of things prevailed m tho 
country of the warlike Sikhs, what might ho reasonably 
assumed with regard to the treatment of the cowardly Ben- 
gallce, and the down trodden peasantry of Madras? « flush * 
gentlemen of the Chairs nnd Committees , let the sleeping 
dog he tide over the perilous time, and remember that you 
have to be ‘ astonished and pained * when the Torture Com- 
mission mahe9 its statement ” 


Eighteen months after the date of Mr Barnes s report, 
the Court of Directors addressed the Governor General m 
Council on the subject They approved of the decision by 
which Mr Brereton had been removed from the grade of 
deputy commissioner to that of assistant, “ not to be pro- 
moted until Ins superiors are satiofied of his being fit to be 
entrusted with higher authority ” Their delay in pronounc- 
ing on the matter was, it may be inferred, the result of their 
having "hesitated whether official misconduct sc glaring, 
and the cause of so much .njury and suffenng, ought to be 
X. n 1 “ P“ m3l ""ent less severe thin di mis-tl from 
the puhlie serv.ee' The D, rectors go on to sty, "Mr. 
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Brcrcton’s superiors icquit Imn of anj 1 nowledgc of the 
cruelties which were inflicted bj the worthless agent 1 * whom 
ho employed We ob*er% c lna assurance, * So utterly was I 
in "ignorance of the truth, that c\cn to the last, I could not 
realise the fact that an} atrocities had been committed 
When the veil was once lifted from my eye*, I perccncd at 
once the whole occurrence, and need hardl} observe the 
distress of mind and horror which I have suffered at the bare 
thought of being, how ever unconsciou lj, the cau°e of im«cry 
to others,* and are of opinion that, howeicr much, there- 
fore, Mr Brercton is condemned for acts in cxcc®*, and m ’ 
abuse of legal authority, both on Ins own part, ntid on that 
of the unprincipled agents in whom he placed a blind and 
unlimited confidence, we are nevertheless persuaded that 
he fully participates in the abhorrence with which acts of 
wilful cruelty and oppression ate regarded by the European 
officers of Government m India! Under this impression 
we are induced to refrain from carrying the punishment of 
Mr Breretona misconduct further than you have done 
We desire, however, that you will inform Mr Brcreton 
that any ■similar misconduct will result in Ins immediate dis- 
missal from the public service ” To show that they were in 
earnest, the Directors pointed out that the doctor of the 
Loodtanali gaol had two of Mr Brereton’s victims under his 
care for two months in a private room, their injuries arising 
from torture The doctor must have seen the wounds nnd 
ascertained how they were inflicted "Why did he not report 
the facts ? They desired that Ins conduct, and that of c \ cry 
bod} in the gaol at all concerned, should be made the sub 
jeet of general inquiry 

Mr Brercton took Ins furlough and went home, receiving 
of cour-c the u«ual allowance paid to a civilian in Engl ind 
At the end of three jears from the date of ” lowing the 
pilot, he will come back, and find no difficult} m satisfying 
lus superiors that he is fit to be entrusted again with power, 
go that tl c entire measure of his punisl ment, will b« the 
amount of salary that he lost whilst under suspension 
1 ut tch Jung was sentenced to eight years impri onment. 
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nnd Ins brother wna dismissed from Government cmplo)- 
ment, nnd their victims were compensated out of the public 
treasury for their suflt rings by torture 2 he Loodnnih 
jailer, who lcccivcd the prisoners with only a verbal order, 
nnd the doctor who attended them, were “ warned,” nnd nfc 
the end of two and a half jears the whole matter was 
rounded off The Puttialah .Tuts will perhaps exhibit their 
tears to match tho Q c which their countrj men may show who 
fought for us before Delhi, nnd the rest of the late prisoners 
vv ill of course pray for the continuance of the Company ’s 
11 a j 

There arc now thirty thousand Sikhs m the sen ice of the 
East India Company "We believe they will be true to their 
salt , but when the d»«ciplcs of Jfanuh meet in the sacred 
city of Umriosur, there will not bo wanting, amongst the 
stones of English greatness nnd Sikh courage, narratives of 
the cruel mode in which we have occasionally dealt with the 
rich noble and the humble retainer We have seen how 
Sikhs have been treated in the Punjaub let us now tell of 
the way in which law has been adramistered to them m the 
north west 

Some forty-eight years ago, a Brahmin from Saharunpoor 
made his appearanco at the Court of Runject Singh He 
was of handsome person and winning address, and accom- 
\ bailed as most Brahmins are in the arts of plcasm" 
His religion btood in the way of his advancement, but not 
for long Khonshal Singh became a Sikh, and in time ro«e 
to be Jemadar of the Deoree, or Eord of the Entry, the 
virtual prime minister of the Punjaub His two brothers 
hastened to sliai e his fortunes, and rose to offices of distinc- 
tion One of them had a son named Tej Singh, the traitor 
’ who sold his country to the British in the fir t Sikh cam 
paign , the other is represented by a boy of whom more will 
bo sai 1 m season 


The influence of Khoushal Singh lasted for many years 
during winch tune he ama-sed enormous v.cahh, but a 
youth, named Goolab Singh, „ns one day accented a, a 
recruit m his regiment of horse, nho soon caught tho eye 
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of the Maharajah, and rapidly mounted the ladder of advance- 
ment He, too, called las relatives about bun, and tbc 
Rajpoot faction in time gamed paramount sway. Khoudul 
Smgh sank quietly into a subordinate position , but it wna 
not until the life of bis master was drawing visibly to an end, 
that he began to put in practice a long meditated resolution 
of transporting hi* family and nehesinto the Britidi territory 
He fixed one portion of bis household at Ilurdnar, and 
commenced building a magnificent palace nt Ekrec, near 
Sirdbana, m the Meerut distnet The house n as built under 
the superintendence of an Italian architect. Signor Reglic- 
lim, who had designed the Cathedral, and the Begum 
Sumroo’s palace at Sirdhana, and when finished, it was 
inhabited by the favourite wife of Khoushal Singh, and the 
two wires of Ins eldest son, Ki«hcn Singh, for whom the 
chief part of bis wealth was intended Treasure to the 
amount of 300,000f wa3 said to bo deposited in tho vaults 
nt Ekrce, in gold mohurs, ingots, and jewel* The money 
for building the Ekrec pal icc was entirely di«bur cd by 
Motce Ram, a Hindu of the writer ca te, who, during the 
lifetime of Khouahal Singh, managed his domestic nfl.ur> 
At that place he paid the pensions and salaries of all the 
servants, and was even entru ted with the superintendence 
of the household , the females of the family being authorised 
to enter the zenana, and see that matters were properly 
conducted in the absence of the lord Dewan. Kaur, the 
wife of Khoushal Singli, with her daughters in law, received 
their allowances at Ins hand, and, m every respect, Motce 
Ram acted as tlie representative of the head of the family 
IChoudial Singh died m 1844, and his «on Ki.hen Singh, 
then nt Lahore, performed the funeral ceremonies of his 
parent, and claimed the property But the troubleo in the 
Punjaub hindered him from coming to take possession On 
the application of Motee Ram, who was confirmed m lits 
position of steward, he sent down a reinforcement to the 
Sikh guard nt Ekrec, from the retainers of the firmly at 
La h ore, with orders that they were to obey his cou in, a 
boy of twelve or thirteen, and Motce Ram The force now 
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nmounlid to nineteen men, under llio command of Jemadar 
Kjroddccn, n Mnhomcdan of pood family, nnd n zealous 
adhere nt of the house of lvhouslnl Singh. f 

In the latter end of 18-14, the magistrate mul collector of 
Meerut was informed that there were too parties contending 
for the right of jvo««C”ion at Kkrcc — the one representing 
the in tercets of ICi<hon Singh, and the other being a Urnhtntn 
of Dcobuiul, named Hliugwau Singh, w ho married a daughter 
of Khoudial Singh’*, by Denntt Kour. Motce llam gave 
in a petition, and claimed protection, which was oppo«cd by 
a counter-petition from tho widow, who nflirmed that eho 
wished to be placed under the guardianship of her 1 wm-in-hw. 
The magistrate ordered tho ICotnal of Sirdhnna to inquire 
into the fucta of the ca«e. He did so, and reported that the 
family of Motce limn were living in the house, as tliey had 
done for years jn«t, and that there had been no breach of 
the peace. 

Here was a ca«e for the role intervention of the civil 
tribunal, but tho nature of rights nnd the claims of juris- 
diction arc sometimes confounded in courts which claim to 


be ruled by equity and conscience, rather tlinn by statutes 
and precedents. The matter was again brought before the 
magistrate, who bound both pirtics, under heavy recog- 
nisance", not to go near tho house ; but on reference to the 
judge, Mr. Bcgbic, tint functionary decided that the order 
should be related in favour of Bliugwan Singh, who it was 
considered had a right, in consequence of his near relation- 
ship, to visit the widow and offer her advice nnd consol ition. 
As for Motce Ram, ho was debarred from all nccee«, nnd in- 
duced to beg that he might bo formally released from Ins 
responsibility. “ Since it is the |>lca"urc of the Sirhar” — . 
such was the purport of his petition, — “ that I should not bo 


allowed to look after my master’s property, let Bhu^vvan 
Singh, or the scivants of the Great Company, conuT and 
!* le " “"“‘ory of e a cry thing, and gre e me a receipt Be- 
lt. lire else slnll I look nij master in thcBicc, nhen his 
wealth, which lie left m my care, is earned an ay .and 
ruined r 
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Docs not the reader already di\ me how affurs w ill termi- 
nate? Some thirty lakhs are in dispute, the mat cl umants 
arc a Brahmin residing clo^e at hand, the other, an unknown 
Sikh at Lahore, who is represented by a writer and a bo\, 
and who will soon be a national enemy of the Bntidi I The 
contc t is earned on in an obscure comer of the Last, where 
journalism has no influence, and public dpmjon is unkuow » 
We feel that the defeat of Motce Ram is cert un, but no one 
can gue s the fate which is in store for him 

A word or two of necessary digression at this point of the 
narrative. Fourteen years since, the collcctorate of Meerut 
had a very bad reputation, as any one maj find out who 
will take the trouble to read the reports upon the end and 
criminal administration of justice in the North west at the 
period in question It was declared that more fraudulent 
suits were instituted in that district than in any other 
Great numbers of persons were arrested, and subsequently 
di«mi«aed without apparent cau«c, and the highest authorities 
debated upon the wo=t effectual means of enforcing tho 
execution of the decrees of the civd courts, which in the 
Meerut district were little better than waste paper ill roo*t 
instance*. A man might get his verdict, but to realise the 
fruits of it was altogether another matter If the law had 
favoured the plaintiff, the fact was a good reason why tho 
native officials should favour the defendant, except, indeed, 
the former could show better reasons than lie dared to pro- 
duce Hi court for being allowed to get execution Hence 
the course of justice was impeded, and a host of evils en- 
couraged , the grow ing prosperity of the Omlali being the 
onlj signs that any class of men in a zillah, containing a. 
population of nearly a million of souls, were reaping benefit 
from the mode in which it was governed. 

The native officers m the district were remarkably 
unanimous, and strictly co operative in carrying on their 
bu B inc®s There were thirty Four who belonged to a single 
farad' , the head of which a Rajpoot, *omc few generations 
hack, embraced the Mahomtncdan faith, to winch his de- 
scendants have since adhered A Hindu proverb Ins irn 
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mortilised n striking trait of the f mill) character , the 
t readier) of a lCmnbo is ret down as a fict « 1m.1i the 
Asiatic world mi) take for granted At tlio time we •'peek 
of, the) held every post of importance at Meerut 

The magistrate and collector was aery fond of societ), 
and society in turn was aery fond of him In the hot 
seasons, he was mf invaluable acquisition to the sporting 
circles at Simla and Mus a ojri, innsmucli as he phyed for 
large sums, which he nlvva)8 lo<t and nhvajs paid No one 
ever suspected him of unfair pin), since the longer he eat at 
table, and tho 1 ighcr the stakes were raned, the more money 
he had to pi) at settling time 1 oiks pitied his ill fortune, 
but since somebody must Io*c, it wns agreed on all sides that 
tl c lot could not fall upon one who was likely to bear it with 
more good temper, nnd repair it with greater faciht) 

V>o must now pick our way over a ver) difficult bit of 
ground, which requires *to he trodlcn with much care and 
circum«pcction In May 1851, a small band of prisoners 
might have been seen on the road from Agra to Meerut. 
Hicir guards were strictly enjoined to prevent them holding 
communication with an) person whatever, and, to that end, 
they closed up round them at meal times nnd diligently 
watched them ns they slept One of the ciimmals was a 
Hindoo of mature age, with a broken and dejected air, who 
teemed to have abandoned all hope of change The other 
was a fine-looking, courtier-lihc man, whom chains and a 
felon’s garb had not robbed of a natural grace and dignity 
They were Motee Ram, and Kjroddecn, who had been 
c cnt for from the Agra jail to give evidence in the inquiry then 
pending, and the oljcct of the jealous precautions observed 
during tl c journey was to satisfy the mind of the commit, 
eioner, that they had not been instructed or informed m any 
way as to bow they should act, or what was expected from 
tl e n 

The testimony on which the collector and magistrates 
conduct was sifted must be taken just for what it is 
worth It clarged two of lie Ivumbos with corruption, 
and we had better not say what else it j retended to show 
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Motee Earn w 13 declared to lia\c gnen one of these men 
10,000 rupees and a promissory note for 40,000 rupees, on 
condition of being allowed to hold Ekree, winch, coming to 
tlfc eats of Bhugwan Singh, that shrewd imha vdual, who 
knew the influence of read) cash, offered half a lakh down, 
winch wa3 accepted Most likely there is not a word of truth 
in either ca«e "What follows is beyond the icach of doubt 
and cavil 

Some days after the judge had decided that Bhugwan 
Singh had leave to vi'ut the hou e at Ekree, word was 
brought to Motee Bam that the treasure wa9 m the conr«C 
of removal to Doobund, and would soon he entirely carried 
away As stated beforehand, his request to be furnished 
with a receipt for the delivery of the property to the magis- 
trate or Bhugwan Singh, had not been complied with, and 
in an unlucky moment, he addre* ed himself to Kyroddecn 
and the Sikh guard, and asked if they intended to prove un- 
faithful to their salt, by allowing their master’s property to 
be made away with 9 The Sepoys replied that of course 
they would obey the orders of himself and Dabee Sehacc , 
on which the whole party inarched over to Ekree, and 
finding the entrance defended by the servants of Bhugwan 
Singh, forced their way in, one man being wounded m the 
scuffle The ejected faction hastened to give the alarm that 
a band of dacoits had stormed and held po^e^ion of the 
liou'C , but first they took the precaution to lock the outei 
doors on the declared ruffians, a proceeding which evinced a 
great deal of reliance on the mildness of their demeanour to 
the inmates of the zenana, and an equally anxious wi«h to 
take care of their persons till the arrival of assistance from 
w ltliout 

The entrance into Ekree was effected about 9PM, and 
soon after daylight the following morning a portion of the 
police battalion, under Captain Chiene, and a large body of 
men, beaded by the magistrate, reached the spot, which is 
tv, cl\ 6 miles from Meerut Captain Chiene, who marched 
w llli an ad\ anced guard, and all due military precaution, 
T 
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was surprised, on coming up, to see Motee Bam a£ one of 
the verandahs “What arc you doing there? ’ said the 
Captain “ I am taking caro of the house,” replied Motee 
Ram , “but Bhugwan Singh’s people have locked us irt’ 
There is reason to believe that the Captain was puzzled what 
to make of the matter , but he summoned the party inside 
to surrender, and the doors being unfastened, tw enty men, 
each armed with a musket and swoid, came out, and fell in 
as prisoners, in regular rank and file Motee Ram, and the 
child, Dabec Sebaee, were also seized, and the captives being 
marched some distance out of the village, were seated on the 
ground and searched In tlio sand near them, weie found 
some articles of jewellery, said to have been taken from 
El rcc The Sepoys denied all knowledge of them , but of 
course they were not believed They proved that, on 
entering the house, they had placed guards over the apart- 
ments of the females and the treasury, and found that the 
latter contained only 25,000 rupee* Perhaps they virged 
that robbers, after having bad tlic opportunity of ransacking 
bouses, were always anxious to make their escape, whilst, if 
they found that hopeless, and knew that n force was coming 
to capture them, they would tnl e emo that none of the 
plunder should he found on them ‘What their lino of argu- 
ment really wn', vve cannot say , but in due time they were 
committed to the sessions, and sentenced by Mr Begbio as 
dacoita to periods of imprisonment varjing from fourteen to 
ten years, m the Agrajail Here is the definition of the oficncc 
with which they were charged “ Dicofty robbery by open 
violence, — nnj person or persons who in the day or night, 
go forth with any offensive weapons, or m a gang, with or 
without an offensive weapon, with the criminal intent of 
committing robbery ’ 


Thus those poor foreigners, the Sikh Sepoy s, for their 
fidelity to their master, were punished na burglars Their 
sole duty m tins life was to render obedience to tho man who 
f.a >1.™ 1\ hit d,d the, hnow of decree, of eject, of,, end 

bonds of rrco-m.incc’ n e,r elncf, s„d to them, "Go, 
md tic} In l gone Hl.cj , 1,1 t ,, c wolk „ )nJ 
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covenanted to perform, n.nd their English judge estimated 
and rewarded it 

It wa9 an effective way of terminating a lawsuit and 
dreating a title To charge Motee Earn, the original “ man 
in pos es*ion, w with the offence of dacoity , with stealing that 
which, in the eye of the la\ , was his own property I Mr 
Begbie ^corned the aid of John Doc and Richard Roe. His 
law wa3 as swift as that of Judge Lynch, and almost as much 
to be generated 

Tears rolled away, many of the Sepoys died, and the rest 
might hay*, been, seen grinding otta daily, with fetters on 
each limb Dabee Sehaec, who was released on account of 
I 113 tender age, lives at Hurdwar His uncle Kishen Singh, 
died in 1S50, and m the attempt to have the case re opened, 
Dahcc Sehaee brought forward the evidence that we have 
detaded Tcj Singh, the pre ent head of the famdy, enjoyed 
the reward of having git en Lord Hardinge a victory, and a 
step m the peerage, and was not likely to trouble himself 
with the fate of the poor retainers of his house But at last, 
Motec Bam and Jxyroddecn were released The collector 
died a judge, Bhugwan Singh bought a zcmindary, and no 
one was greatly discontented, except it might be the people 
who aic too low, or Providence which is too high, to interfere 
in such matter' 

Our next illustration is drawn from the Madras Presidency 
It contains a greater variety of incident, and shows how 
powerless even the Pnvy Council and the Queen are to 
enforce the doing of justice in India. 

The northern districts of Madras bear a marked rcacin 
blancc to the Higl lands of Scotland, both in physical confor- 
mation and the social condition of the people, as both existed 
a hundred j cars since The head men were feudal chiefs 
owning large tracts of land partially reclaimed, and paying 
but a nominal tax to the sovereign power IVhcn the English 
found their way to this remote part of the country, they 
thought it adw'ible to deal liberally with the petty rulers of 
the Northern Circars, both from the difficulty of coercing 
them, and the unprofitable results of severo measure* They 
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settled tlio Ian<J tax, therefore, at sixty per cent of the net 
income realised, and allowed the landholders to levy certain 
petty dues and customs The latter w eie afterwards abolished, 
but the revenue demand was unaltered, sunnuds having been 
given to the zemindars at the outset of our connection with 
them, m confirn ation of those granted by the pi cv ions rulers 
of the country 

Among&t the most distinguished of those gicat landed pro- 
pi letors was Vencatreddy Naidoo, the Rajah of Vasareddj 
His estates stretched foi more than a hundred nnlcs along 
the fertile banks of the Kistnah, and consisted of many bun- 
dled villages sw arming with inhabitants, and rich in cveiy 
1 md of tropical cultivation His father ^nnd himself had 
helped the English in their attempt to get a footing m the 
country, and of ill their tenants, none paid eo w ell and regu- 
laily There were fnghtful funnies in Guntoor and other 
northern districts m 1791 and 1802, arising in a great 
measure from the total neglect by Government of the tanks 
and watercourses built by formei possessors of the land , a 
great fall in prices occurred in 179G 7, and in 1810 the Pm- 
darries swept like a combined whirlwind and pestilence over 
the whole face of the land, but the Rajah paid up m all ca«es 
the full revenue clum of 68,000/ per annum, and this in 
spite of the most lavish personal outlay during his whole life- 
time He had built palaces and pagodas without number, 
and spaicd no cost in the way of buying power in this life, 
and a title to heaven in the next The Nizam gave him the 
title 6f Munnay Sultan m exchange for an offering of 35,000/ 
Bajee Rno, the ex Puslrwa of the JInbrattns, took his money 
and gave compliments m letum He weighed luiusclf once 
against gold, and twice against silver, and each time emptied 
the scales into the yawning pockets of the Brahmins lie 
maintained the largest following, purchased tl e most devout 
prayers and tlv* most beautiful wives, and at Ins death, die] 
the possessor of wide spread fame, and of half a million m 
bard cash It was needful to dwell upon this example of 
1 astern wealth and extravagance, that the reader im 0 ht 
rcah«c tl c full w 0 i)if ctticc of what is about to follow 
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The Rajah Ycncatrcchlj died in 1815, and Ins eon, who 
succeeded to the estate , lncd ten year*, during winch time 
the greater portion of the half million in moncj disappeared 
It'ijah Jugganatlia left two wives and two adopted sons. 
The one, Lntchmeputt) Katdoo, who was fir- 1 chosen, was a 
child of only six jcar», the other Ramanadha Baboo, had 
reached the age when, according to Hindoo law, he might 
enter into the po«sc “ion propcrt\ The wne% who 
lnd procured the respective adoptions, took, of cour e, separate 
sides a law amt was commenced in 1829, and pending its 
settlement the government officers took po« a c* ion of the 
land In other words, the estates were put into chancer}, 
onlj that, in Madra, , it is the Board of Revenue that appoint 
the receiver In this ca_c, the property passed under the 
control of the authorities, not only unincumbered, but with a 
surplus of nearly 50 000?. in the public treasury 

If vultures have anj scn«e of gratitude for fat carcases 
aoucKafed to them, we may infer that the revenue officers 
thanked the gods for this glorious opportunity of plunder 
The tenures of eubordinatc po«ts in the di tncts where 
the estates lay became materially shortened The hungry 
Brahmins came from all quarter*, fed, grew fat, and dropped 
off to make Toom foT friends and relations, all keen of 
appetite, and ^killed m tearing up the corpus, from which 
law and industry, the life and soul, had departed No more 
was heard of surplus revenue, and the estates soon ceased to 
yield even the amount of the government tax The reserved 
fund was attacked, and vanished almost in an instant. It 
was a race against litigation, which might po«siblj he ter 
mutated at anj moment, when the land would revert to the 
management of the proprietor To guard against the con 
sequences of «*uch a calamity was the ceasele s occupation of 
the collectors’ e tabhshment 

The result of the «uit m the Company’s Court, wa3 favour 
able to the pretensions of Ramanadha Baboo, who was de- 
clared the lawful heir to the zeimndary, and petitioned to he 
1 ut in po e ion But the guardians of Bulchmeputty 1 ad 



278 


SECOND THOUGHTS BEST 


crtAF xti 


appellee! to the king in council, and a law, parcel by the im- 
perial legislature, specially piovidcd for such ca"cs Eithci 
the appellant or respondent might have the management of 
the estates, on giving full security for the satisfaction of the 
final decree It was but fair that Ramanadha should Ime 
the control of the property, but since the decision of tho 
highest tribunal might be against him, when he would be 
liable for every shilling of profit that he had received, he 
must place in the hands of the Court the most complete 
security for the amount of surplus rent In answ cr to an 
application, the Sudder Court fixed the security at the sum 
of 25,0007 per annum 

The finding of such an amount at the end of cv cry twelve- 
month, suited neither the means nor the inclinations of 
Itamanndln, but a slirewd man in the East is Beldom at a 
loss how to get over such a difficulty, when m such a 
position The Court’s decrco had given him possession of 
the personal property of Juggnnatba, and he could iai c 
money without trouble At this crisis of his fortunes, ho 
sent a sum of 17,0007 to the Presidency, and soon after it 
reached the capital instructed his vakeel to renew his ap- 
plication for possession without giving security In tho 
teeth of the clear letter and spirit of the law, and of tho 
Court’s previous decision, it seemed little else tlnn an im- 
pertinence to the judges and a waste of money to the client , 
but, strange to eaj, the Sudder reversed their previous con- 
clusion, and in spite of king’s and Compan} ’a law they now 
decided that Ramanadha should have the estates Nothing, 
it must bo understood, is ever considered tor he finallj settled 
in the Company a highest Court Tho judges, some of whom, 
perhaps, have never sat on a bench of justice until the day 
when they were placed at the head of tho civil and criminal 
juri«diction over tlic teeming millions of IIindo«tnn, arc en- 
lightened enough not to care for precedents It was no 
matter for wonderment, therefore, in Madras or Bengal, tint 
a 11 final order n elioul lie rccon«i lered and reversed , but in 
this instnneo it was thought to be mthcr stretching a ]>oint 
to set aside nn Act of Parliament which was in accordance 
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with the Bimplc't principles of equity . However, tint vrns n 
mere matter of opinion, nothing more I 
( The interests of Lutchmeputty ucrcconsulcrabl) damaged 
by this last decision Hitherto, llaminadha lnd n common 
cau«c with himself in guarding again* t the spoliation of tho 
estates , but henceforth, the latter would onty seek to make 
a pur*c for Innwclf, so ns to be independent of tho final dis- 
position of the property The Sudiler Court, in iw«igmnw 
reasons for allowing lnm to get po**e««ion, eatd no security 
was required, because tho zemindar s profits had disappeared, 
wlul t, ns to the government revenue, the public officers 
would of course take care to realise that as it felt due The 
reckless dishonesty of this statement was patent to them- 
selves, and to all who wero acquainted with tho revenue 
system of jMndra* Uio regulations gave, to be sure, the 
mo*t amplo powers for the recovery of tho state due, either 
bj tho immediate seizure and confinement of the defaulter, 
tlic sale of personal property, or the attachment of tho land , 
but, owing to the frightful pressure of the government de- 
mand, it was found expedient, in tho cose of all settled 
estates, to take what could be had from the zemindar, and 
allow the arrears to accumulate at twelve per cent interest 
Kamanadlia, it was known, would exact all that lie could get 
from the rjot* and hand over as little as the collectors 
people would consent to take The goo c had merely changed 
bands , the mode of obtaining the golden eggs w as the ° ime 
under the rule of either party 

The a'signed rea ons of the Sudder Court for its last 
order, ^avc Xmtchiucpntty , of cour a c, a right to come forward 
at any time, if lie could show that tfiej were not consistent 
with the «tate of the ficts This privilege he availed himself 
of, by frequent remonstrance*, until at last the judges were 
worried into addre* mg a letter to the Revenue Board in 
which thej a*kcd whether it was true, as the appellant re 
l eatcdly asserted, that Itamanadfia was waiting the property 
for Ins own gam 9 Tho public departments in question are 
located four miles apart, hut it took °e\enteen months to get 
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an nnsvv cr to tins communication At the end of tint period, 
tlic Revenue Boatd replied, tint nil which hnd been nlleged 
on the subject wns quite true The estates were now heavily 
indebted on account of arrears and they had just given nn 
order to attach the zemmdary 

It is but a small leap from the frying-pan into the fire 
The collector’s men were again in possession, and there was 
still "omc good pi clangs on the hones The government 
authorities had first swallowed up the 50,000/ a year that 
used to find its way into the pockets of the zemindar, nc*st 
they got rid of the balance m tlie treanirj , and thirdly they 
accumulated a debt of 140,000/ for arrears Kamanadha’s 
addition to the lattei reached 76,000/ , so that at the time of 
the second attachment, the entire arrears standing against 
the estate amounted to 216,000/ The stone had now got to 
the middle of the descent and was sure to reach the bottom 


In 1842, the Court of Directors were induced to make 
one of those benevolent interpositions in favour of their 
Indian subjects, which read to such advantage in Blue Books 
and speeches in parliament They wished to save from utter 
ruin those fine old families whose estates were now hope- 
lessly involved, mainly, of course, through their own dissi- 
pated eour'C of life and want of business habits, but owing, 
perhaps, in a small degree, to hard time3 and a v cry little of 
undue pressure on the part of the local government The 
Madras authorities were directed to call on the zemmdus to 
surrender their title deeds, eo as to enable Government to 
deal with the estates as effectually as if they lnd been ac- 
quired at public auction The collectors were then to set 
on foot a detailed survey of each property, to execute works 
of irrigation and general improvement, and finally, to make 


liberal agreements with tlie cultivators before givui" back 
possession to the owners Attributing in some decree the 
dcprc«ed condition of the estates to the frequent clnn^es of 
management, arising from the constant transfer of collectors 
from one district to another, they proposed that thee -.1- 
mcn should he tempted, by the offer of higher salnnc. to 
remain m tlicir appointment The acmmdare u ere to hat e n 
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suitable allowance, and tlie d>*chargc of llieir pm ate debts 
should be left to the discretion of the authority 

The gov eminent of Madras handed the nbovc instructions 
to the Board of Revenue, and the latter parsed them on to 
the collector, directing that " Mr Stokes should, m the. first 
instance, ascertain from the zemindars whether tlicj are 
willing to surrender tlicir estates on the terms proposed by 
the Honourable Court, which he should take especial cate to 
have exil lined to them, and," said the Board, mth a touch 
of grim humour, “ considering the alternate c, the application 
is not likely to be refus d " Rannmdln llnboo did, how- 
ever, hold out for a time, but on being threatened with a 
sale, lie gave up Ins title deed , received a pension of 1200/ 
a year, and waited, with the rest of the Guntoor landholders, 
for the good times which the Honourable Company had in 
store for them 

The collector received the instructions of the B^rd, and 
acted thereupon ns the Company’* servants have been m tlie 
habit of proceeding smee the days of Warren Hastings with 
regird to «nnnlar documents He filed them, and took no 
further notice ’ft henever he drew the increased allowance 
suggested as the proper compen ation for the increased labonr 
irapo ed upon turn, when the zemindars ^ent in their quar 
tcrly petitions, when he c aw the cattle of the pca^ntry 
dj mg in the beds of the dry water cour es , or pa, ed in Ins 
palanquin through the roofless an! deserted villages, he 
might po* ibly ^think of hts duty of j rotnoting works of 
irrigation, — of giving comfort to tlie ryot, and restoring 
wealth to the ruined noble, but such reflections would only 
have a temporary effect Tlie district must <=end forward its 
umal quota of revenue, and those who left him without a 
•surplus were answerable for the neglect of public works 
and the breach of private obligation^. And hence it wa*, 
that the zemmdaxies programed from bad to wor^e for four 
years longer l»o single step had been taken in the path 
chalked out m 184 9 , and at last, the Marquis of Tweeddale, 
a pious, con'cientious governoi, gave Ins consent to the 
absolute sale of the estates There was no one near him 
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who lnd cared to saj that Government had already obtained 
pos®c sion of the lands as absolutely as if they had acquired 
them by purchase , that improvements could be made neither 
cheaper nor better by a change of title, and that, above all 
the estates had been surrendered on tbo express condition 
that they should be given back. Such considerations Con- 
cerned no one in office, and so the Va^areddj zennndary in 
Guntoor, the debt upon it increased by the sum of 38,000/ 
since the title deeds and responsibility had been transferred 
to the state, was put up to auction in 1846, and bought b) 
the Government for 500/ Now they lnd got rid of the mnl 
rajahs and their claims, and could see their way in the matter 
of making paying improvement* 

All this time, the appeal to the Xing m Council was 
pending The papers had gone home in 1832, and fourteen 
years bad elapsed without the slightest notice being taken of 
the mat^r There were no witne««cs to be examined, and 
the lower courts had taken care to exact the deposit of wlnt 
was considered a °iifScient sum to cover cost® Bat the 
East India Company were not concerned in the settlement 
of such cause®, and what could women and children in India 
know of the way to proceed? What would a Leicestershire 
squire of the old school be likely to make of a suit winch mu*t 
be carried on in a strange tongue, in courts sitting fifteen thou- 
sand miles off’ Perhaps the Yn®arcddj appeal might have 
been unheard at this moment, lnd not Lord Brougham, with 
that practical «ngacity which has made him «o truly famou®, 
di cerned a mode of redre s ®mg one of the evils of Indian 
administration of jmticc A bill was pa««ed compelling the 
Company to prosecute all such appeals as were then on hand 
and making provision for the proper disposal of such ca«es in 
future Under the pro\i3ions of this Act, the Yasircddy suit 
was brought to a hearing before the judicial committee of 
the Pnvj Council m 1818 The decision of the Sudler 
Court m rovcrtcil, oral L.itclimcputty ^a.tloo declired solo 
heir to the entire vctmndarj 

Ulicrc was much feasting m the lnlls of Lutclunc. utti 
Naidoo, now a man of twenty three wl en tie Queens 
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decree wn3 made known. Old ryots thought of the day b of 
Yencatrcddy, and believed that they might come round 
again, and hi* friends lauded the justice of the Queen’s 
court*, where a man’s rights could only rest in abeyance for 
a season. In due course, Lutchracputty presented a petition 
to the Sadder Court, and, filing the decree of the Prhy 
Council, prayed to bo put in po^-cssion. The judges took 
the matter into consideration, and, reciting in. their proceed- 
ings, the absolute title now vesting in the petitioner to the 
property left by J ugganatln, they decided to collect the 
costs of the appeal in the first instance. The Company’s 
bill for bringing the ease to hearing, amounted to 32,000/ , 
which they required to be paid as a preliminary measure. 
The securities deposited in the first instance, might realise 
perhaps, with interest, 10,000/., and he had now to find the 
balance. The rajah, though rich in parchments, had no c i*h, 
and the judge of the district where he resided was instructed 
to seize his horse*, elephants, and whatever personal property 
could be laid hold of. Hutchmeputty remonstrated against 
a proceeding which seemed to imply that he was rather 
worse off than before, and had made a heavy loss by being 
declared the heir to 50,000/ a year. The judge consented to 
stay the Ealc of his household gear for a short time, hut 
a«hed what he wanted with elephants and their trappings’ 
They were only for ncli men, and he was not of that cla**. 

The lapse of another month enlightened the landless 
rajah to the true worth of the decree for which 32,000/. had 
been charged. When the Company’s Courts had sold him 
up entirely, he was told that there wa* nothing to be handed 
Over to him The Government had bought his Guntoor 
e-tates two Years bach, and as for the 5Ia«uhpatam village-, 
lie nu"ht lino them upon payment of the arrear-, amounting 
to 280,000/. Neither oyster nor shell came into his posses- 
sion The Revenue Board eared nothing for the decree of 
the Privy Council, of which he should have speedy proof 
It declared him the sole owner of the estate*, ami nothing 
could divest him of that title riiort of new legal ‘proceeding*, 
or of his own act of alienation The decree v> is filed m the 
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Sudder Court, in October 1848, and in April 1849, tbc 
Board put up to auction tbc Masulipatam property, as tlic 
estates of Ramanadha Bal oo, and bought it os *uch on behalf 
of Go\crnmcnt There* let lum tell that to the Queen 
and the Judicial Committee 

It was told to the Queen and the Judicial Committee, an 1 
in Julj 1854, the members of that august bodi , after hearing 
the Rajah’s petition, which, perhaps, startled them somewhat, 
recommended her Majeatj to make another order for putting 
Lutclimepotty in poi=e<»sion The second mandato was 
issued, and it Was now thought justice would l e done at last 
Two hundred pounds more were spent in getting the matter 
argued in the Sudder Court, which finall) disnu«acd the peti- 
tion for execution of the Queen’s decree, and told the rajah, 
that if lie wanted tlio estates, lie must begin bj filing suits 
against tbc Company in the Zitlali Courts There must bo a 
suit for each estate, and a third for the sum originally deported 
in the treasury The first sheet of paper u®cd in each cau«c, 
would cost 100/, and each sepan tc page of the proceedings 
would co«t four shillings In time, the ca«cs would come to 
the Sudder in appeal, when the same cxpcn*o wonll 1 e 
incurred o\cr ogam, and, at last, it would be apjicalcd to the 
l’rnj Council, when the rajah must deposit in hard cu-b, 
sccwil) for the full amount of the c«t minted co«t* Litlch- 
mc| utt), who is n fine specimen of tlio llinloo gentleman, 

stdl occasional!* %i«its "Undra«, vaguely fancying that chan 0 ci 
of lmmstrj in l'nglanl might help him, but he hnsgntn 
up that hope, since, the last appointment of n secretary to 
the Board of Control In rqlj one dnj to a remark of con- 
dolence, Ic sail, " lou think it is a hart! ease’ I can 
Rsmrt vou that tl ere arc a him In 1 *t ncs much worse thin 
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Every civil cause except the "very lowest, may come in appeal 
before the Court, and every cnminil sentence pa aed bj a 
judge or magistrate, is reviewed as a matter of cour«e It 
has? the privilege of enhancing ns well as mitigating punish- 
ment, and can order a man to be hanged whom the judge 
below only considered dc crvmg of tran portation, or it maj 
release him unconditional!} A single judge sitting on 
either side of the court has the same power ns if the whole 
were present. If the entire authority of the courts of assize 
throughout Englind were vested m the Court of Queens 
Bench, the judges would have no wider jurisdiction than is 
exercised by the Sudder Courts in India. 

Exact!) ten ) ears since, the Marquis of Tw ccddale, then 
Governor of Madras, suspended the three judges of the 
Sudder Court in that Presidency, and the Court of Directors 
on being appealed to, made the removal permanent Of 
course the circumstance excited much local comment, and 
gave n*e to a lengthened correspondence beta cen the Gov em 
ment and the judges , but when the latter had spoken their 
minds with regard to the conduct of Lord Tweeddale, the) 
proceeded to give their opinions of each other The fir t 
judge speakiug of the third asked the Court of Directors a a 
follows “ Why should the re&ponsibibty of such au appoint 
ment, winch j laced the di'povil of landed and other pro 
perty, and of sums of money unlimited m value and amount, 
together with the powers of life and death, m the hands of 
an incompetent person or to speak more correctly, why 
should the re ults of such an appointment, and which, as 
evinced b) the memorial, followed aa a matter of cour-e, 
attach in any way, direct or indirect, by inference or other 
wis>e, to ) our memorialist 9 Of the second judge, the «ainc 
weighty authority wrote, that * he was in a state which 
had prostrated his judgment to a degree subversive of official 
usefulness, and the third judge wrotu of the fir t, that he 
was. * a caut mg hypocrite, a pitiful 'eoundrcl, — held in the 
1 w eat rej utc, and incapable of adhering to the truth m any 
s atement, verbal or written ” Wc have tried to fancy what 
lie public would say in England, if Sir Samuel Coleridge 
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drew such n pcn-nml-ink portrait of Lord Campbell , but the 
i ting tint ion rcfu“cs to com piss it In Madras, the statement 
scared} proxokcil notico * it rcimcd to be m accordance with 
the system of things, f» little too violent, perhaps , but then 
allowance must be mule for excited feeling? An} astonish- 
ment tbit n "Imager im 0 ht Ime felt on the subject would 
have been mitigated n few months afterwards, when n mem- 
ber of tho Board of llcvtnuc, who had repeatedly officiated 
for months as a Sadder judge, was sentenced hj tho Queen’s 
Court to six months’ imprisonment for the crime of perjurj 
The fool, tho firebrand and the judge denounced bj his 
colleague ns something worse, h ul sat on tlui highest scats of 
justice for ) cars, and, if what they Faid of each other were 
true, what an amount of mischief and in scrj they mint Ime 
wrought amongst t went} -three mi/hons of pcoilcf Tot 
neither in their eases, nor in that of the official w ho w as so 
terribly punished, did the Government c^cr think of inter- 
fering to chccl the scandal, of the existence of which they 
could not po»«ibly be ignorant The judges were removed 
because the} had quarrelled with the local authorities, and 
not on the score of their proved unfitness for office They 
were degraded ns civilians, but not as judiciaries, for being 
insubordinate, and not for being destitute alike of wisdom 
nnd self respect Too bad at last for Lord Tiveeddale, tl cy 
had always been good enough for the people 


A Bimilar result was exhibited in Bombay, where m 1853 
Lord Falkland removed two of the Sudder judges on account 
of comments made upon their private characters in a Bombay 
newspaper Had the welfare of the pubhe or the purity of 
tho judicial bench been obiects of the smallest regard, the 
Government would have saved themselves much pain and the 
service much discredit Men asked why it was that a mea- 
sure, which ought to have originated with the highest autho- 
rity, was allowed to become the work of a journalist ? It 
was honestly enough avowed that the articles in the news 
paper formed tl.a ground., upon which the judges had boon 
deposed from them h.gh places but the editor neither created 
the pubhe scandal nor intensified it, so far as Bombay ivas 
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concerned He merely rclited to persons nt n distanco’fucta 
which ever) bod) jn the western presidency were long ac- 
quainted with It was linpo siblc not to see that the judges 
wire in rcalit) punished, not for indebtedness, immorality, or 
for exposing the Sudder Couft to the chances of contempt 
and suspicion, hut for basing been written about in a public 
journal 'Whatever of actual rai«clncf resulted from their 
conduct existed independently of newspaper comment* All 
the circumstances which had beer treated as a bar to their 
continued employment as dispensers of justice, must !mi 
been currently talked of in English drawing rooms and nativo 
bazaars long before tbc u Gazette dared to allude to them 
It was an enor, in fict, to assert that the Bcandal grew out 
of the leading ai tides, ns it was a blundering policj to let 
people see that the press took better care of the public inte- 
rests than the Government If the judges w ere innocent of 
offences which deserved so severe n punishment, no difficulty 
in tho way of convicting their slanderers could justify the 
Government in dugiacing them and if they were guilty, it 
should not have been left to a private individual to ordain 
and ensme their downfall 

The Court of Directors approved in each mstnnee of tho 
removal of the judges , but the latter had to be provided foi 
in future, and it is in the mode of caring for them that \\ e 
detect the true character of Indian rule Of tho Madras 
officials, two had served their time, and accepted letinng 
pensions , hut the third judge had no desire to leave the ser 
nee, and, by prescription, the Government were bound to give 
him a salary equal to that winch he bad last enjoyed Theic 
were no posts, except m the Revenue Board, to which such a 
rate of income was attached, and, under any Lind of adminis- 
tration, it was thought indispensable to have none but clever 
men in that department It was needful, then, to secure 
the roam object m view, tbat he should go into the judicial 
lino again, and so they gave hun a sessions judgeship, and, in 
due time, his decisions came up to the Sudder Court to be 
reviewed by tbc men whom be bad reviewed five or six years 
beforehand One of these dccinons concerned the right of 
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certain parties to n piece of ground "Witnesses for llic 
plaintiffs deposed tint to their knowledge (he ground sued 
for lnd been m the possession of the claimants 1 ancestors, op 
which the moonsilf gave it m^lhcir fat our The defcndailts 
appealed to the judge They said these witnesses arc all 
men of middle age, and it is proved hejond doubt that we 
ha\c held possession against one part of the fanulj claiming 
for sixty, and against the other for fort) jC'irs- — how can 
they fipeal , except from hearsay ? The judge caw no force 
in such a statement, and ofiirmcd the judgment, oldening, 
that “ the decision of the district moonsifTliad been based on 
the evidence adduced, and that the Court cannot di'cover any 
substantial reason advanced against it m tin. appeal to ques- 
tion its correctnc*9.” It was nothing that what the witnesses 
swore to happened before they were born, nor dul l e stop to 
consider a plea based on the adverse possession for at least 
foity years by the defendants, though hut a month before the 
Government defeated a suit ngainst thcmsclv cs by pleading 
the Statute of Limitations I 

On a second occasion, the Sudder judge then cxtnnt, said, 
of Ins predecessors verdict, that “lie was wrong on ever) 
point of law save one and that was immaterial ” 

We might multiply to utter weaunesa examples of the 
thoiough degradation of law and justice in India, and the 
chances would still be, that every man who has resided for a 
few years in the country, could, from lus ow n experience, 
tell of some instance more strange and grotesque There arc 
differences of opinion with regaid to every topic of Eastern 
reform, except upon the subject of the Company’s judicial ay s- 
tem It provokes no di cussion, since it has no defenders It 
is incapable of unpiovement, and therefore no one suggests 
plans of amelioration Young men, w hen they arO placed 
on. the Bench, l\a.\o bad ro opportunities of acquirin'* a 
1 nowledge of the principles of jurisprudence, and peisons of 
mature age find common sense a guide sufficiently reliable 
to serve in Leu of law, statute or common It was one of 
" ,C oldost >» Madras who fi nod a ma „ g s00 , tol 

bunging a etvil suit, winch the Sudder Court afterwards 
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decided m lua favour, and it was the cn line who is called 
► the ablest man ou the Bench who ga\c vxliditj to n Pajal 
bull, and decided tint His Holiness had dominion in India 
The reforms needed arc, the appointment of trained 
lawyers to sit as judges, and the use of English as the lan- 
guage of the courts. If the choice to be made lay between 
retaining as judges the men who at feast knew the language 
of the country, in preference to replacing them by men w ho 
only knew the law, we should still ad\ ocate the change, be- 
cause it is infinitely better that the judge should he able to 
gwe a sound decision, than that the suitor should understand 
the words in which he pronounced it. But it is not true that 
in the majority of cases the judges know the language of the 
district over which they preside In Bengal and the north- 
west the greater number may bo able to conaerse with their 
Sheriatadars, but of the diatccts familiar to the people, they 
know next to nothing, whilst m Bombay and Madras, no 
liecd is taken of such a test of fitne*«. The civilian who 
speaks hlaliratta is perhaps promoted to a judicial post m the 
Guzerattec country The apt scholar m Tamil is appointed 
to a court where people only *peak Tclogoo "We happen 
to know an instance, w here the utter ignorance on the part of 
the judge of even the rudiments of the native tongue, was 
apologised for by the pica that “ the defect was of no con«e 
quence, since he was as deaf as a post ” He was thought 
no worse of by the rest of lus judicial contemporaries, and 
for the beat of reason*. 

Of course it would be better that a judge should know 
the natn e languages, but there is not the slightest ground for 
supposing that the hamster who«e whole life is devoted to the 
leml proft -non will be le s anxious to fitlimwelf in every re- 
spect for the di charge of his duties than the civilian, who may 
be taken any day from the Bench to the Revenue Board, sent 
over the country with a roving commi« a ion, or comfortably 
lol"cd in the secretariat The one tran shines or fails as a 
k judge, and is alway s expo ed to the sea ere criticism of the 
] C (Jj profession the other scarcely knows the meaning of 
the term “responsibility is sure of pay, and careless of 
u 
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censure lie accepts t!ic office winch binds Ium to <h«poec 
of human lifo ami libcrtj, ns a labourer would undertake n 
new job, trusting that in time lie mnj learn to handle hm 
tools well, and get accustomed to the work placed before 
lmn 

If provision be made for the settlement of small disputes 
by native punchaycts, and the right of appeal is abridged to 
the hmitS which regulate it in England, wre shall be quite 
content to know that the suitor in the superior courts is 
obliged to have the judge’s LngliBh tran«latcd to him in 
future, ns ho is now compelled to get translations of his 
Ilindostam or Tamil There nrc few of us in England who 
care to comprehend the meaning of what is said on our be- 
half in a court of justice We tal c law ns we take physic, 
a nauseous draught, about the composition of which we had 
better not be too curious 
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CHAP XXII 

ST VIE EDCCATIO’* IS INDIA ALMOST TOIOLLT CONFINED TO THE 

LITEP CLASSES —MISTAKEN NOTION a AS TO ITa RESULTS 

PURELY SFCCLAR CTIARACTEr Or THE INSTRUCTION —THE 
TIELO TOR CHRISTIAN EFFORT 

Tite Court of Directors, in n letter to the Madras Govern- 
ment of the year 1833, observe — “The improvements m 
education which effectually contribute to elevate the moral 
and intellectual condition of a people arc tlio c which concern 
the education of the higher cla<^c«, of tho«c persons po« eas- 
ing leisure nnd influence over the minds of their countriracn 
^ ou arc mnreorer acquainted w ith our anxious desire to lmc 
at our di«po<=aI a body of natives, qualified bj their lnbits and 
acquirements to take a larger share and occupy higher sta- 
tions in the civil administration, than has hitherto been the 
practice under the Indian Go\ eminent'. The measures for 
education which haic been adopted orqlanncd at your Pre e i 
denej lmc'no tendency to produce such pci>on« ” They 
sub^cquentl) add — “ At c consider tins v the scope to winch 
all jour endeavours with respect to the education of the 
tintuc* should refer” In another letter of the Court, quoted 
b) Lfonl Auckland in ln« minute of 24tli November, 1819, 
they observe — " That, with n view to the moral and intil 
li.cttial improvement of Vue j>cop"ic, fnc great pnmarj object 
is the cxicnnon, among tho*e wlo have leisure or ndrauccd 
ttnly, of the Im *t complete cdiicatn n in our power Bj 
ru*mg tl c standard of instruction among tlie«e cla««e«, we 
rhoul 1 eventually produce a much greater an 1 more beneficial 
change in tl e i Jeas an 1 feelings of the ct mmunit> than we 
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cm liopc to ptmlucc 1j} acting more direct!) on the more 
numerous masses M 

"Wo entirely concur in tlxo objects sought to be obtnmcu 
bj the Court of Directors, but utterly denj the wisdom of 
the mode li) which the} seek to achieve them Upon >ylmt 
grounds is it averted tint the bc*t wnj to advance tho 
moril nnd intellectual welfare of the people is to rant 
tlic stand'Thl of instruction amongst the higher elates ? The 
history oP the put affords no warranty for it The urn- 
vcrsitics of England arc nearly five hundred years old, in 
c >cry age they produced distinguished men hut did the cn* 
jojnicnt of these facilities for learning elevate the morals 
nnd intellects of the people? "" by, seems but yesterday 
when women were burned for witchcraft , and at tins moment 
there are millions of pcojlc in Lnjand and Wales wholly 
11 liable to read the letters of the alj Inbet. So strange a doe- 
tune we lm\c not beard for many years , nnd yet it has eur- 
m\c<1 through the journey from Lcadcnhall Street to India, 
nnd has still some signs of life remaining in it I Thcro is 
not a writer, who c -vocation is to deal with the existing 
question" of morals and politics, who docs not bclievo tint, 
so far from its being necessary to retrace our stejra, we must 
march forward on the great highway to change with ac- 
celerated speed Anil wliat is it that Ins so entirely altered 
tho aspect of the tlun! ing and acting world? Is it the 
greater spread of^ knowledge amongst the higher clnsaes, or 
tl c greater mten lty of moral feeling amongst them ? Arc 
there more well educated persons in their rani s, tlnn nt 
any former period 80 that, observing the close connection 
which has always existed between tho increase of their 
1 now ledge nnd the progressive amelioration of the people, 
we can say that tho latter are better off, because the former 
ate mote wwfcVy ansvnmted. * A glorious argument tins 
tor aristocracy, were it only tenable To show the growth 
of the national happiness, it would only be necessary to 
refer to the number of pupils at the colleges, and the Iuts 
of academic degree" Each wrangler would be accounted 
a national benefactor, and the existence of deans and 
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proctors would be associated, like the game laws and the ten- 
pound franchise, with the best interests of the Constitution 
Many ages have elapsed since peculiar resources were 
afforded to the Urahmm 3 , hut the most considerate cosmo- 
polite would hesitate to enroll them amongst the benefactors 
of the world They boast of vast stores of ancient learning 
They have amassed great riche*, and been invested with 
unbounded power, but to what good end ? They have 
cherished the most degrading superstitions and practised 
the most shameless impostures. They Im c arrogated to 
themselves the possession and enjoyment of the rarest gifts 
of fortune, and perpetuated the mo t rev citing system known 
to the world It is only from a diminution of their abused 
power, that we can hope to accomplish the great woik of 
national regeneration Amongst the various arguments by 
which the Government have from time to time advocated 
their favourite plan, they have never once appealed to 
examples furnished m the history either of the past or tho 
prc«cnt 

They hav e bought scholars who, it is thought, would in 
time vend learning ** without money and without price ” 
11 If we can only inspire the love of knowledge in the 
minds of the superior clause*, tho results will he, it 19 con- 
tended, a higher standard of morals in the ca«cs of tho 
individuals, a larger amount of affection for the Briti h Go- 
vernment, and an unconquerable desire to^ spread amongst 
their own country men the intellectual blessings which they 
have received" IVc have never heard of philosophy raora 
benevolent— and more Utopian It is proposed by men 
vvlio witness the wondrous changes brought about in tho 
AVc*tcm World purely by the agency of 1 opular knowledge, 
to redress the defects of the two hundred millions of India 
by gi' mg superior education to the eupenor clause*, and to 
them only It is admitted that the attempt to implant 
religious feelings would be wholly abortive, and yet it 1$ 
thought, that by making the few more powerful, tho welfare 
of the many will be carol fori IVc expect that tho result 
of our system of intercourse and Government will be to 
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pull down, in a great measure, the religious superiority of 
tiic higher class, but lie propose to make atonement by 
setting up fresh claims on their behalf, which shall at all times 
be backed by our authority I IV c will give them strength 
of intellect, without the soft humanities of religion ! When 
they hare renounced the gods of their fathers, whilst disbe- 
lieving tho faith of the stranger, — when they are armed 
with cvciu-uve privileges and own no tie binding them 
to their humble fellow men, — we expect tint they will 
surpass ourselies in moderation, and form an aristocracy 
o w 01 tli such as the world in every age lias vainly sighed 


Power instinctively knows ils rights, nntl always re- 
conciles the assertion of them with ah tract notions of 

w, l '5V, bUt ' t ' > ° rCr on 3 lnatcs ">e knowledge of its dutie" 
Whilst learning was couBncd to tho upper classes nt home, 
they governed for their own sakes When the folios of 

nmro i f VO a 7 y *“ ,1 '° omvos ’ and ">» author was 
[ th . 0 bookseller instead of tho nobleman opinion 
the r T theory that Heaven had u, leaded one law fo. 

adTe ? rrT >ei f ? r ,h0 >»'' ''hen the last change 

noble , ,1, e ®f 11,6 'heats, winch uttered the 

noblest thoughts of great men were read by the labourer at 
hi, 4. es.de, then it was that the revolutioi of power was 

verbal’ “ ' u U T ' rU,h that 'all men 

s ionld r c xer!’°r s , t0 e fh ° all authority 

rho learl' of l r V" ” M beaefit ° f mulntude 

specuta oTfnd rf ,ba hounds of human 

crude *knowwf the "" ,nMr3 ° f "» ™tane, but .he 

is — hj! T r Ee ° f * , “ ““»*e>-rude and uuperfct a, ,t 
has added to the empire of truth and brightened the 
I rosj ects of the future l ,c 

We nsk the friends of Indian universities tn e 
with a single example of the tru.h of « “ 'he^» ^. 1 “ 

1 stances wl icli have already fallen within the ^ fr °_ m , tl 0 
experience They bare educated , m ' Copc of the,r 

men, and have been the means 0 f . i y ° ‘ WrC " ° f wcallh l' 
™ o' some ofthewp,:;:,? Tift 
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tnbuhon have tlie e made to the great work of regenerating 
their fellow men 5 How have they begun to net upon the 
masses 5 Hate any of them formed clashes at their own 
home*, or el«ewhere, for tlio«jnstruction of their le--s fortunate 
or less wi«e countrymen 5 Or have they kept their know- 
ledge to themselves, as a personal gift not to be soiled by 
contact with the ignorant vulgar 5 Have they, in nny way, 
shown themselves anxious to advance the general intere t* 
and repay philanthropy with patriotism? Have the few 
intelligent heads of Hindoo families as they grew more 
and more acquainted with the nature of the di interested 
exertions made in their behalf, given any help to the good 
cnu*e ? Has nny party amongst the native*, nch or poor, 
urged on the scheme? That they are not indifferent to the 
nece'sity of offering opposition to the enccc'S of mi «ionary 
effort in the cau*c of education, we admit But five year* 
since the middle classes of the great district of Bellary for- 
warded a petition to the Madras Government, which di«clo^es 
fully their notions of wliat a national education should be, 
and what is the nature of their expectations from the state. 
The petitioners say — “ M c deem it proper here to notice 
that our schools at Bellary, being founded by the respectable 
portion of our community, arc adapted for the higher classes, 
anl, consequently, admission is gi\cn therein, not only to 
Hindoo youth*, but al«o to the children of respectable 
families of the Mahomcdan population Haung schools of 
our own, wc scarcely have any connection with the school 
recently established by the mission at Bellary, m which the 
lowc t classes form the majority of the pupils , and neither 
do wc wi h to have any concern wlnteicr therewith" 

Thu*, it must be known, is an extract from a letter requiring 
the a#*i*tance of the Government. The “ respectable portion 
of the community " at Bellary have maintained their own 
school* for eight years , but hearing that at Madras 10,000/ 
is annually expended in the great cau<e of teaching the 
lumber cla««e«, they naturally dc«irc to be | laced on an equal 
footing 1 dotation of itself is gool, but education for 
nod ing is better They arc prou l of tl c fact, and allege 
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it as a recommendation, that they hare no connection "with 
tlic flower classes, but they arc not above begging. They 
will part with their independence, but not with their rupees. 
They arc the lowliest servants of the Government, but thfiy 
will not tolerate the acquisition of knowledge by their own 
countrymen. Let the state, which is upheld by all, found 
schools and support them out of the common funds, but in 
the* reception of scholars only consider the “respectable 
portion of the community,” and adopt free teaching to the 
higher classes I Wo have asked for an illustration on the 
other side of the question, but will manage to make sliift 
with the present for want of a better. 

It is not well that the existing system should be upheld. 
An ago may, perhaps, elapse before the light of a better faith 
sheds its equal rays over the land ; for after the demolition of 
a creed there is a time during which the ruins must cumber 
the soil, and, until those are cleared away, the task of the 
restorer cannot he commenced; but the action of political 
and social wrongs is never for a moment intermitted. The 
unjust rule and the frequent privation are felt equally by 
the Christian and the idolater, and though wc may foil to 
teach the natives the truths of our theology, we may easily 
acquaint them with the nature of our legislation. Our object 
should he to protect them against the better knowledge of 
their own countrymen, who charge upon British authority 
their own acts of monstrous oppression. We want to see 
the Hindoo armed by his knowledge against the assaults of 
power, and made ns impervious to an illegal act as the 
European or East Indian. We cannot teach him Socrates 
and Shakspcare ; but we can make him acquainted w itli 
the powers of native officials, and instruct him in the method 
of procuring redress for injustice. We may fail, for some 
generations to come, in making him a moralist, jiatriot. or 
Christian; but wo may convert him into a contented sub- 
ject: we can train Ins selfishness in the right direction, and 
enable him to curb the excrete of inimical power by showing 
him tlic secret of his own. r ’ 
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CHAP XXIII 

TENDENCY OT THE NATIVE JIIND TO IMITATION — VALUE TO ENG- 
LAND AND INDIA OP AN EXTENDED SYSTEM OP EDUCATION 

Amongst great multitudes of people the elements of strength 
are invariably found more or leas abundantly, n"d it only 
requires skilful management to evolve them Granted that 
the natives of India are averse to change, and therefore 
indifferent to the acquisition of foreign knowledge, they are 
also imbued with the most intense love of wealth, and their 
avarice will always overcome their apathy Show them by 
palpable evidence that they can get more power and profit by 
adopting European modes of action, — make it plain to them 
that change will produce the most beneficial results, — and they 
w ill not hesitate to follow the example of the Western "World 
Their facnlty of imitation is proverbial for its excellence, 
and wherever the means of advantage have been fairly exhi- 
bited to them, they show no lack of inclination to mail 
themselves of opportunity It is a mistake to suppose that 
then con^ervatwm is the result of inaptitude or indifference 
They follow the ways of their fathers because they believ e 
in their sufficient excellence They are incapable of origi- 
nating new ideas, and hitherto it has not been thought 
w orth the while of tho a c having means and authority to teach 
them the absurdity of existing modes of thought and action 
In ten years a judicious scheme of national education would 
effect an almost entire revolution in the habits and condition 
of the people Instead of adapting instruction to the ii«c of 
the lumber classes, we would address it to the capacities and 
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selfishness of the multitude A board of competent persons 
should be formed in each Presidency, to whom ought to be 
confided the tasks of rendering into the vernacular languages 
the simplest form* of European knowledge. To the agricul- 
turists should be distributed tracts showing the best methods 
of increasing the riches of the soli To the workers in 
metals and manufactures the most approved processes of 
labour ought to be explained Each trade and branch of 
industry should be furnished with the information best calcu- 
lated to increase the worth of the various products of in- 
dustry ; and when it was once thoroughly understood tint 
the land could be rendered more fertile, the sources of em- 
ployment more abundant, and the general value of all articles 
greatly increased, we might easily depend upon the strength 
of the selfish impulse in urging forward the great work of 
improvement. Within the reach of all person-’, and clothed 
in the very simplest garb, should be placed the knowledge, 
which it most concerned them to obtain , and to each and 
all we would afford the means of arriving at a correct under- 
standing of the relative powers and duties of the various 
off cers entrusted with the work of administering the govern- 
ment of the country It would be absurd to attach as much 
value to the influence of publicity m India as is properly 
awarded to it in England, and wo do not expect tint 
Asiatics would be as prompt as our own count rj men to 
re-ist the arbitrarj exercise of authority , but by degrees a 
feeling of opposition to injustice — at all tunes existing in a 
litcnt state — would be brought into action, and, at the 
■very worst, the sins of actual commission only would be 
charged upon the British Government. We have no belief 
whatever in the patriotism of tlio Hindoos, and therefore 
think it unwise to place any reliance upon the supposed good 
intentions of the superior clas«cs» but perhaps the surest 
guarantee of good go%crnment in any country whatever » 
the consciousness, on the part of the ruler’, that the people 
arc acquainted with the nature and extent of their on n pmi- 
lege- As it is llic (merest (If the many to be u oil got erned, 
it naturally follows Ibat lltc best uny to keep rulers lionet t. 
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to arraj the instincts of the masses in opposition to the cor- 
rupt impul«es of the few "When oppression becomes dan- 
gerous to the chief actors in the work, a great advance in the 
inarch of liberty is gamed , but if it is made almost Impos- 
sible it is astonishing what service is rendered to the cause 
of public virtue 

A great incidental advantage would al o accrue from the 
performance of this work of national education "Whilst 
teaching the lemons of European civ ili'ation, we iniglif our- 
selves acquire a knowledge of Indian resources Perhaps no 
race of conquerors ever occupied, for so long a time, a vast 
territory with so little advantage, m the way of adding to 
their own stock of information The English character, m 
this respect, offers the strange t contradictions In all 
other parts of the globe we rake the depths of the sea and 
shore in quest of the nclies which in India we refuse to 
scrape off the surface with our nails. 

At home the art of the chemist is employed to conquer, 
by tbe most refined combinations of capital and skill, the 
difficulties of nature In India, where the most co«tlv pro- 
ducts might be created at the expense of a little time and 
I nowledgc, the outlay is often considered too great. "We 
are* the most skilful arti«3U8 in the world, but our tool chests 
nre invariably left at home "We complete our education in 
the land of tbe netting Bun, and think life too »hort to make 
any additions to our stdeh. of knowledge when we have 
quitted ita shores for the East 

The world has never yet seen an example of a well 
governed people becoming vicious and insubordinate, and we 
have no fear that the Hindoos would prove an exception to 
the rule There are opportunities given to the humblest 
cla«cs m Britain which the people of India have never been 
permitted to hope for, but to the u°e of which they could 
never be m'ensible, whilst wealth, and fame, and power 
have charms which are worth struggling for It should be 
our policy to assimilate, in this respect, the condition of all 
Bntidi subject®, — to give ambition the hopes of advance- 
ment, enterprise the means of employment, and talent of 
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ever) kind the oiporlunltj of growth, m whatever part of 
the soil its rooU nrc found implanted 

A future >n which tlic«e objects elinull he rcab«cd is not 
dint out from the Indrtn vision, but to render it po^iblc it 
is requisite tint the education we propose to impart ehoul 1 
not be confined to the superior dossc* 

It is nothin po«cd bj the present heads of the universities 
tint the stud) of hnou!ed 0 e for its own sake, however 
great the opportunities afforded for its acquisition, can prove 
hn incentive strong enough in the minds of the native jouth 
to induce them to enroll thcm«clv cs ns scholar* This circum- 
stance, considered l»v itself, provokes some mortifying reflec- 
tions but it also gives ri«c to some serious inconveniences, 
which in a great measure detract from the utility of educa- 
tional projects It is all very well to bold out as nn inces- 
sant bribe the prospect of Government pay, ns a reward for 
the inhalation of the weakest portion of Locke, Bacon, 
1’innock, and other kindred spirits , but there is such n 
thing ns over-cramming public offices, as well ns scholars,— 
added to which, the aspiring alumni, who lave scraped aw nj 
sime portion of tbo shell of knowledge, and written c«sajs 
almost as good ns new, nrc pionc to institute comparisons 
between their silanes of thirty and forty rupees ns writers, 
and the huge sums melted by men, their superiors, as tl cy 
arc willing to admit, in all things except intellectual culture 
They have been taught that the tree of I now ledge always 
hears fruit of a kind sufficient to satisfy the most craving 
appetite , and they find that, like the famous apples of the 
Dead Sea, though pleasant to the b ght, it turns to nshca in 
the mouth Men nrc ever prone to consider themselves un- 
dervalued and underpaid , and it seems strange to imagine 
that a system of culture which sets up material benefit as 
the chief, nay, almost the sole, reward of exertion, whilst 
the means of satisfying the hope are bo notoriously small 
should be thought likely to increase the amount of affection 
entertains 1 for^ the present rulere of the country "\Y 0 
believe that, bo far from having brought about tl is desirable 
result, it has piompted those who have been trained under 
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its influence to rca on in the spirit of the worst philosophy 
upon tlic curses of refinement and the evils of intellectual 
superiority. 

W e are not weak enough to separate the wish for learning - 
from the desire ot ultimate benefit, nor to seek to hinder the 
educated portion of the Hindoo community from reaping the 
just reward of superior ability , Jinit, instead of drafting them 
m crouds to the public offices, there to wn*te existence in 
fruitless repinvngs and objectless efforts, they should be 
taught to combine the Iov e of gam with feelings of a higher 
and worthier cast. We would have the colleges changed 
into great normal school*, and the students trained for the 
work of teaching their couniiymen throughout the length 
and. breadth of the land The first step in the great work of 
general education must evidently be the training of a body 
of competent teachers , but it is altogether out of the ques* 
tion to suppose that European agency can be employed, 
except upon the most limited scale A great plan which, 
beginning with the establishment of village school*, after a 
competent body of teachers hail been formed, would afford 
the opportunity of filtrating the native intellect till the rarest 
products were found m a university, would command the 
cordial support of all clas^e* It is a question by no means 
decided, whether the instruction now afforded in the highc t 
schools is really the best calculated to advance the mental or 
moral condition of the pupils , but, putting this aside, as a 
needless subject of discussion, it is clear that the results oh 
tamed arc not worth the cost, either in the estimation of 
Europeans or Hindoos In no country m the world do class 
interests and cla°s prejudices obtain «o much ns in India , and 
it is the plain duty of a Go\ eminent which is paid by all, 
-ink ‘sswkt 'Wmtm&kj fon *hn. hanafiA. of. oik, ♦.a taumg 

to bear in their fullest force all the levelling principles of 
education It should be the especial duty of our people to 
afford equal facilities to all ranks They ought, above all 
other things, to proclaim the republicanism of knowledge, 
and that Nature makes no distinction of* castes in bestowing 
her gifts of intellect and beauty So fir is such an idea from 



302 THE CULTIVATION BEST I OK THE SOIL c0Ar ««> 


obtaining acceptation, that wo believe it has never been 
enunciated by the supporters of tlio existing state of thing'' 
The scholars of the universities nre nt this moment almost 
exclusively composed of the superior classes, and above one 
half of them arc remunerated in hard coin for their attend- 
ance Tho one fact telling somewhat ngainst the catho- 
licity of tho By stem, nnd lljp other militating ns strongly 
against the feeble belief in its popularity 

The establishment of boards of English nnd native pro 
fc°«ors, av ho should be instructed to prepare, for univer aldis 
tnbution, elementary tracts, convey ing*thc n i«dom of Europe 
in the language of the Tast, would be the first step in the 
light direction Unless wo anticipate that the impoverished 
Hindoo, to whom the progress of the world is all a mjsteO' 
should make greater advances in mental study than the 
nations amongst whom knowledge has grown up from infancy 
to maturity, vv o cannot expect that our language and htc 
rature will become extensively familiar to him lYhat the 
dead languages are to our own countrymen, our own tongue 
is to the Indian , and how few of the former are familiar 
with them 1 To the few who enjoy great opportunities or 
arc prompted by strong inclination, the obstacles in the way 
of ga rung even an ordinary acqua ntance with the higher 
branches of study may not prove insuperable , but we shall 
have done much if, jn the course of the neat fifty years, WO 
can succeed in imj artmg even the ludest outlines of know- 
ledge to the dusky masses To make any sensible progress, 
however, it will be necessary to begin in another direction, 
and look upon a university, not as a starting point, but as a 
final halting J lace — the goal of the best and widest amongst 
t yo hundred millions of human beings. 

"\Vc have not lost sight of the fact that the point at issue 


is not vvlmt should be the chaiacter of a truly national 
scheme but what is the best use to which the limited re 
sources at the command of the Government shall be applied 
■\Tc do not oppo e colleges, but we more strongly advocate 
village school-. Th« best interests of a community inquire 
that each of ns menders should be educated to the top of 
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his bent, but if we arc to choose between the system wluch 
turns out annually, at an enormous cost, a half dozen K prtc- 
tically” uneducated ‘'proficients,’ whose intellects aid 
nothing to the general stock of knowledge, and whose culti- 
vated moral sense has scarcely, in each presidency, produced 
a Christian m theory or a patriot in practice, and the 
system which should teach ijjp masses the great simple 
truths which lie at the very foundation of all human learn- 
ing ’ — why, we have no hesitation in coming to a conclusion 
on the subject. So far as eleemosynary aid extends, vv c would 
rather bestow it mi teaching twelve ryots the truths which 
our English boys become acquainted with in* the nursery, 
than in the vain endeavour to impart European wisdom or 
inodes of thought to members of the upper cla'® We are 
not dealing with a question upon which freedom of choice is 
permitted , we have only a poor alternative — a little for the 
many of that which is surely useful, or much for the few of 
that which often neither benefits nor adorns 

Had we proposed that the State Education now given 
should be aboli bed in favour of a plan which gave instruc- 
tion in mechanical vocations, we ebould have been prepared 
to defend the suggestion. We contend that hitherto the 
Government have not succeeded m making even a fraction 
of the population, morally or intellectually, wiser, and wo 
sec no encouragement to hope for a different conclusion in 
times to come. m Amongst the alumni of the universities 
past and present, are to be found the greatest “ticklers for 
caste, the bitterest 1 atersof Christianity, the most prejudiced 
and exclusive, in short, of the Hindoo population Arc we 
then to care for the upholding of such a system of “na 
tional education as tins ? * Would it not he a thousand times 
better to advance the national welfare of the masses in the 
rear of which ever advances the incalculable hle«siog3 of an 
improved morality and general enbghtenment ? 

We arc weary of reference to the regenerating influence 
of Socrate®, Milton, and mathematics What we seek 13 to 
cultivate amongst this people the exiotcnce and knowledge 
of Power Instead of aiding the Brahmin and the upper 
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chracs generally, we want to raise n countcrpobc to their 
baneful influence,*— to defend tlic Hindoo against the nsnults 
of the nntivo aristocracy. If we eaw nny signs, however 
remote, of the grow tli of patriotic feeling amongst the higher 
ranks, we might bo content to witness, for n few years 
longer, the further trial of the prc»cnt experiment; but so 
fur from inducing a bcttcr^fccling towards their destitute 
and low-caste countrymen, the instruction which they imbibe 
seems only to sharpen the natural appetite for the power to 
exert oppression. It is universally admitted, by those who 
have studied tho statistics of crime, that education has the 
happiest effect in diminishing the amount of evil ; but it 19 
not necessary to impart tho higher branches of study to 
rcabso the moral benefits of training The ability to translate 
Ihmptdcs, or master the hardships of the differential calculus, 
affords nosupcriorguarantcefor thcmoralworthofitapo ,! ‘'C3'>or. 
The harvest of piety to be reaped at the university is not 
more abundant than that which the demised grammar-schools 
afford ; and hence, until it is universally held that the State 
is equally bound to maintain policemen and schoolmasters, 
no case can be established, cither in fnvour of universities 
or Piotcstnnt colleges We know that the immortal part 
of one man is ns precious ns that of another in the eight of 
Heaven , and the good behaviour of the many ought to be 
infinitely more valuable to the State than the mere intel- 
lectual superiority of the few. The moral value of educa- 
tion lies in the first few lessons, and not in the recondite 
truths of learning. Teach a whole people to read, and 
cheapen all access to knowledge, and the consequences will 
be visible in the decay of gaols and the increase of churches , 
but found colleges and sneer at grammar schools and vil- 
lage tuition, and you will have the pedant at the top of 
your pyramid of society, and a broad basis of crime at the 
bottom 

It must not he supposed that we are hostile, or even 
indifferent to, the existence of the highest seminaries of 
learning, but we have to d P al practwally with a question of 
companion* Here i 3 a little money to he laid out upon 
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national education, in the waj mo«t conduct e to the public 
benefit , and how can the end be best achieved 9 Our oppo 
nents contend that, by training a few youths in the knowledge 
of the highest branches of human v\ isdom, we are creating 
a force which, m time, will penetrate to the remotest parts 
of the body politic. We, on the contrary , argue, not tint 
tbeir wish is improper or thei^ machinery intrinsically u^c- 
le«3, but that they are pursuing the wrong pith and em- 
bracing the 6maller instead of the greater good It is cer- 
tain that the principle of evil is active in all minds, and 
requires repression , hence the necessity of universal educa 
tion but it is not true, either tint moral beauty resides m 
tlie mjetenous depths of nature, or, that to induce a youth 
to exert for the public good some rare faculty with which 
he may be gifted, it is nece«ary to found universities at the 
public expense Whatever genius resides *n him may be 
developed in a grammar-school, — if the innate power is 
there, it will be seen to defy obstruction, rather than re- 
quire forcing If nil men could receive such a measure of 
education as is afforded at grammar schools, the question as 
to the existence of “ mute inglorious Miltons ” would be set 
at re^t for e\ er A cursory examination would show that few 
authors of prize poems and gamers of mathematical prizes 
have made for them«elv es places m the worlds estimation, 
in comparison with the host of men who obtain their know- 
ledge from the parish pedagogue and earn their living by 
the 8W eat of their daily toils. 

It is no more just to call upon the State to found uni 
versities than to demand that it should support workshop*, 
nee depots, and fever hospitals in every locality Labour is 
good, and rice not to he dc*pwcd, hut the ta«h of providing 
cither of them is not the duty of a government, and we 
should not incur the odium of being thought indifferent to 
human welfare, were w e to re ist the propo al of looking to 
the State for due supplies. The very restricted task? which 
we would impose upon the guardians of the community is 
perhaps open to challenge on the part of tho*e who contend 
that, of all aids to happiness, self-help isihc »no«t efficacious , 
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1ml wc are di*po«cd to ninke nn exception in tins untnncc to 
n» olhcntnc x nimble rule TJic ma«ot tlo not ttrt(Jcn*hnl 
tlic Milne of ctlucntion , nnd where tlio knowledge of its u?ci 
and the will to imjrovc it oxi*ttho mennsnre often wanting, 
it becomes therefore n deity on tlic pirt of the Goiem* 
tnent to provide tlint, so fur ns tlicir power extends, the 
ta«k appointed to ever) Igtmnn soul, of working out, 
with Ilemcn’ij help, its own regeneration, shall not he left 
undone for want of the nccc?«uy tool* But it is not m 
the universities that the manufacture of implements can 
ho curried on *ucce«sfullj , and we arc not therefore 
concerned, so fir ns Goicmmcnt grants arc required, to 
prolong the existence of the one or help the other mtQ 
being As the brick nnd-mortar remits of extended edu- 
cation, we should rejoice in their prosperity, hut ns a por- 
tion of the means whcrchj knowledge may he universally 
spread abroad, our judgment hone*tlj refuses to acquiesce in 
their pro, net) 

On tlio great subject of religious teaching, arc must do 
ju*tice to the Indian Government. It hinders no man from 
tcachmgand preaching Christ nmt). It does not seek to 
plant its foot within the circle of missionary influence It 
merely adds to the list of State obligations a duty hitherto 
imperfectly recognised, and ns Hindoos, Mussulman®, Jews, 
nntl Christians, Ime alwajs been declared equally entitled 
to the benefits of civilised government, it has resolved 
to givo all clashes the advantage of that training which is 
deemed requisite to fit them to discharge their several duties 
to society It holds that worldly knowledge is good, tl ough 
religion is better, and that an educated heathen is better than 
an ignorant one, just as an educated Christian is better than 
one who knows nothing but theology, and perl ap3 but little 
of that. It cannot, if it would, coerce men’s consciences, but 
it can inform their intellects and refine their manners It 
looks upon the Klioud as being lower in the scale of humanity 
than the Bral mm, and the latter again as inferior to the 
schoolboy who understands astronomy and the u®e of the 
globes It recognises Gods handwriting on every leaf and 
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wave , in llie caverns of the earth and the motions of the 
stars, as well as in the inspired volume , and leaving to the 
upm ters of religion their appointed task*, claims to work 
only a portion of the machinery by which the Almighty 
deigns to reveal His vvislom and goodness to mankind 
The founders of our faith, who c exnmple we ought to 
follow , preached even where, atid to all people, the sublime 
truths of religion, hut they never levied taxes for the 
support of their mission, and had no doubts os to the right 
Eolution of much that is elated bj ourselves amongst tha 
mjsJcrics which pass human understanding 
The precepts and the doctnnes of Christianity have re- 
mained unchanged for nearly two thousand 3 ears, but tlie 
intcrj rotation of them is different in ever} age At this 
moment the widest and best of men arc to be found profeos- 
ing opposite creeds and drawing from the plainest texts 
irrcconcilcable inferences. Some of the highest dignitaries 
of our church arc warm friends of secular education, whilst 
others believe, that when you teach the Bible you teach 
everything , that learning and intellect, strength and pros 
penty, arc the results of Bible training , that to know all 
winch can be known, and enjoy all that can be gained in 
the temporal world, it is only ncce^ary to read and obey , 
to meditate in silence and reap all the fruits of industry 
A un on between the State and the mr= lonary is not 
po« lble , antagonism real or apparent, is not wise , but what 
should prevent the friends of Christ an knowledge from taking 
over the whole of the existing Government machinery of edu 
cation, and making the Bible a class book in every e chool ? 
Government might retain the colleges for the study of me- 
dicine and Civil engineering and fulfil all the functions per- 
formed Tor the Bnt.i«u Isles \>y the "Roy A Society of Arts It 
mwht enhance in. many ways the <=ociaI welfare of the people, 
and direct the aims of the trained intellect, whilst abandon 
in" to the care of the missionary the interests of literature 
and rel g on It would thus give in native estimation full 
value for taxation, and by tolerating all religions, secure in 
x 2 
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time the supremacy of a solitary creed, the triumph of the 
highest and holiest interests of mankind. 

The entire net sum paid b) Government in India for the 
maintenance of colleges and schools is in round numbers nbout 
120,000/. per annum) but under ininionnry supervision 
perhaps half that sum would suffice. The latest returns give 
a total of 14,310 scholars receiving instruction in the State 
schools of Bengal, at n cost, nftcr deducting school fees nod 
the sums received for the sale of hooks, of more than 50,00 01 ., 
or 4/ lOj each. We do not think the average cost of tuition, 
is lc'-s than that sum In the other Presidencies, and it is for the 
missionary societies to say whether they will undertake the 
contract at a lower rate, with Ilihlc instruction included. The 
English pnblie need have no fears on the score of slack attend- 
ance at mi K sionar) Bchools, or of the grow th of a feeling hos- 
tile to missionary effort. In 1853 there were two thousand 
pupils rcceiv ing daily instruction in three missionary schools 
at Madra*. Not fifty of the number vv ere of low caste origin. 
Many of the boys came in carriages, and each and all had 
to read a portion of the Scriptures daily. Is it w orth adding, 
say, another 100,000/. to the income of missionary societies 
to secure the like results in the ca«c of rich o,r poor, Brahmin 
or.Mussulman, in every quarter of the East? That is the 
question for the consideration of the Christian people of 
England. 
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JltE LAND ltE\ EXUES OF INDIA. EXPLANATIONS OF THE VARIOUS 

MODES OF LEWIS O TAXES OS THE SOU THE ZEMINDARS AN!» 

THE POLICE OF BENGAL.' — FAILURE OF THE VILLAGE COMMU- 
NITIES IN THE NOGTII-WEST. 

And now vrc hive to consider the gravest portion of this sub- 
ject. Can we make India pa} ? It has been shown that tho 
East India Company would be unable to conduct the future Go- 
vernment of the country, were it only on the score offinanciat 
difficulties and we should fare no bettor under the Imperial 
rule, if the sjstcra of taxation were not wholly revolutioni-cd. 
Nothing more can be bad from land, nothing from salt, no- 
thing from opium. And we see no prospect of reducing 
expenditure whilst the present need for the supremacy of 
force continues to exist. Under the pre-ent system, we 
cannot do without the bayonets of European^, the honesty of 
the civilians, or the numbers of the revenue officers, and hcnco 
we w«*t continue to maintain an enormous army, pay high 
silane's and support a countless multitude of nathc subor- 
dinate*. Our income is derived, not from surplus profits, but 
from capital; not from luxuries, but from the poorest ncccs- 
saric*. It is the product of sin and tears. 

The Chairman of the Court of Directors told the IIoxi«e 
ifi Xortmtow-, on. ‘he- annireryary, of. »lu*_ tattle, of. EIa*«ej^, 
that “ there was a cuckoo cry about the miserable condition 
of the people. It was said that the people were so miserably 
poor that they could not devdope their rc*ources ; but how 
did that a-**crtion agree with the fact that the balance was 
always against us, and that wc were alwavstuidcr the ncce^ity 



310 A CONSOLING VIEW OF THINGS CHAP V 

of exporting silver for what we received ? (Hear ) The truth 
was, the manufacturers of Manchester were altogether care- 
less about' Indian tastes and fancies, but if they would not 
give themselves any concern about the wishes of the people, 
they must not expect them £o become customers (Hear, 
hear )” 

TVe must not be angry with Mi Mangles, or with the 
members of Parliament who cheered him The one spoke 
and the others applauded according to their convictions, and 
it r» a positive gam to the cause of good government, when 
men m high places give vent to their real views and feelings 
But light is not more opposed to darkness than the state- 
ments of the Chairman of the Court of Directors to honest 
truth TiVe hope that he is only ignorant , blindness from 
whatever cause is bad enough m the case of a man so placed, 
but we will not assume that it is wilful, an example of social 
malingering 

Of the entire revenues of India, amounting in round num- 
bers to 29,000,000/ per annum 16,000,000/ is derived from 
the rent of land, Government being at the 6ame time sove- 
reign and landowner The land rent is collected under three 
different fiscal systems — The Perpetual Settlement, which 
prevails only in Bengal, tlie Village Partnerships, which 
obtain in the Punjaub, bemde, and a part of Bonlbay , and the 
Ityotwarry, under which nearly the whole of the Madras and 
a portion of the Bombay tax is collected The perpetual set- 
tlement bad its origin in 1793, when the Marquis Cornwallis 
fixed in perpetuity the annual rent payable by the presumed 
owners of the soil The village partnerships sprang out of 
the desire of the authorities in the North-West Provinces to 
keep up wl at was considered the old framework of village 
society Tracts of land were surveyed and leased to certain 
castes, or icrsons having what was thought the right of 
occu| ation The rent was fixed latterly for a term of thirty 
y cars, an l each incml or of the j artncrslnp was bound to pay 
liu share or a defaulting member s proper contribution ihc 
ryotvvarry, as its name implies, ,t„ „ f orm of holding d, re ct 
from Got eminent The cultivator pat I at the clo-o of tlio 
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dars complained to tlie Government tint they could not 
gather in the rents unless they were vested with summary 
powers of imprisonment and distraint, which were granted^, 
and from that hour to the present the ryot has remained in a 
state of hopeless slavery. The law took no note of under 
tenures or leasehold rights. If the rent duo by the zemindar 
was not paid at sundown on the appointed day, the estate 
was said, and the buyer re ceiled it clear of all claims. The 
default of the proprietor was ruinous to all beneath him, and 
that law is unaltered at tins moment. Of course every estate 
was purged at once of village proprietors , and though there is 
hardly a bolding which is not let and sublet many times over, 
the speculation mvol\ es ri ks which none but a Bengalee would 
undertakes English planters strive of course in all casco to 
obtain an independent footing on tlic soil, but the task is a 
hard one, and neither money nor cudgels, which arc the in- 
fluences next in potency throughout Bengal, will at times 
suffice to uphold them 

Take the case of a public common, or a public orchard, if 
the latter could exist in England, and cither would bear an 
exact lesemblance to the condition of the Bengal ryot. 
Cattle would nip the herbage almost before the blades 
reached the surface of the soil , children would gather the 
apples before they were ripe The fear lest others should 
appropriate exclusively what each man feels lie has a ri"ht to 
share in effectually hinders growth and maturity in the case 
of the grass and the fruit, and just so with the miserable 
Bengalee under the common ownership of the zcmind irs 
and policemen. The one does Ins best to prevent the grow th 
of property , the other is always on the watch to detect the 
signs of it. The peasantry are born and die in debt , some- 
body owns them from the cradle to the grave, and what 


matter for the colour of the master’s skin or the nature of 
lus profession ? With the rich soil at their feet, and the 
Wmng nun om licod, possc-mg nimble fingers and willing 
heart. , It. e ryot, hate all the elements of a prosperous 
strength, but faculty l.es tv.th.n them, like the ,,-our of n 
It an "ho 1. worn down to the last stage of neatness by 
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famine. The nourishing food and the refreshing drink aro 
spread out only a short mile from the spot where lie lies, and 
yet he must die of hunger, from sheer inability to crawl the 
distance. No one has an interest in the ryot, except for his 
performance of tasks for their benefit. The missionary 
would clothe him in righteousness for the next world, hut is 
obliged to leave him in rags during his stay in the v i-ible 
portion of the um\ crec. In this state of existence he has 
literally no friend*, and is so drained of manhood as to ha\ e 
few or no enmities. Since the harrow and the roller must 
pa-s over him, why should lie care who guides and driics 
them ? 

To award the ryot the very smallest share of the wealth 
derived from the soil, is the never -ceiling object of the 
zemindar ; and when he has reaped all that lie can in that 
field, the police ccmc in and pick up the scattered ears. 
They arc ready at any moment to convert a murder into a 
case of cholera, or a death by disease into an atrocious homi- 
cide. They will tie up and torture, without hesitation, a 
whole village, for the sake of a few rupees. It is a matter 
of mere chance whether they make the subject to be ope- 
rated upon a culprit or a witness, and there is scarcely any 
difference in the consequences. Crime cannot be detected,* 
if the criminal is willing to pay ; innocence cannot escape, 
if it is poor and believed to have the means of bubinm 
Upon such a subject, declamation is so facile, and therefore 
so su«piciou«*that it ia necessary to quote authority for the 
character of two important elapses of Hindoo*. Here is 
what the present Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, Mr. Hal- 
lidaj , says of the police and the magistrates appointed to 
watch over and di«pen*c justice to forty millions of people. 
« Por a lon<» senes of years, complaints hav e been banded 
down from administration to administration, regarding the 
badness of the Mo£u«m1 Police under the Government of 
Bengal, and as yet very little has been done to improve it; *' 
that, “throughout the length and breadth of the country, 
the strong prey almost universally upon the weak, and 
power i» but too commonly valued only as it can be turn'd 
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into money,” that **iti3 a lamentable but unquestionable 
fact, that the rural police, its position, character, and sta- 
bility as a public institution, have, in the Lower Provinces, 
deteriorated during the last twenty years , ” that “ the cri- 
minal judicatories certainly do not command the confidence 
of the people, ” that, “whether right or wrong, the general 
native opinion is certainly that the administration of criminal 
justice is little better than a lottery, — in which, however, the 
best chances arc with the criminal, — ind this is also very 
much the opinion of the European Mofussil community , 
that “a very email portion of heinous offenders arc ever 
brought to trial , ’ that “ it now appears that half of those 
brought to trial are sure to be acquitted , ” and that ‘'pe- 
culiar and accidental circumstances, partly temporary and 
partly arising out of the constitution of the Civil Service, 
have, at this moment, made the inexperienced condition of 
the magistracy rooro observable than it has ever been before, 
while it seems certain that the evil during several succc a «i\c 
years is likely very seriously to increase ” 

The missionaries, speaking of the Bengal zemindare, in 
their petition to the House of Commons presented last 
session, Bay, " It is manifest that the tenants suffer from a 
lax administration of laws pissed for their protection, that 
they arc oppressed by the execution of other law*, which arm 
the zemindars with excessive power, that they do not eharo 
with the zemindars in the adiantagcs derived from the deve- 
lopment of the rc«ourcc8 of the country , tlmt the profits 
thus monopolised by the zemindars nro already incalculably 
valuable , and that, year after year, the condition of the 
tenants appears moro and more pitiable and hopeless 
OU cr evils increase the wretchedness of the condition to 
which a tenant is thus reduced The village chow keydars 
arc the servants of lus landlord , the government police arc 
corrupt, an 1 he cannot vio with las landlord in purchasing 
Her favour, ll c court! of Jurtico -ire dilator, and cspcniivc, 
and arc often far d Haul from lus abode, »o tint ho In! no 
l |n |«= of rrdrcn for the „,o,t cruel wrong! , and ho i! fro- 
qnenlly implicated in afTrnys respecting disiutcd boun- 
daries m which he lias n ot the slightest person il interest 
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Ignorant of his rights, uneducated, subdued by oppression, 
accustomed to penury, nnd sometimes reduced to destitution, 
the cultivator of the soil, in many parts of this Presidency, 
derives little benefit from the British rule beyond protection 
from Mnhratta invasions. 

The area of Bengal is 149,000 square miles, or 97,000,000 
of acres, and on the prod uc the surface of 64,000,000 of 
ncrcs the taxation amounts but to a fraction more than 1 j. 
per acre, the total paid to Go\crnraent being 3,333,150/. 
The value of the exports for 1850-7 was not Ie*s than 
18,000,000/. sterling; and, as very little of skilled labour 
enters into the price of Bengal produce, it may be estimated 
that at least 16,000,000/. is represented by raw material. 
Calcutta, however, is the principal outlet for the sea-board 
exports of the north-west, and perhaps it will only be fair to 
add to the Government demand on account of the total ship- 
ments, 25 per cent, of the land-tax paid by the latter 
territories. This will bring up the revenue of tlm whole of 
Bengal nnd a fourth of Upper India to 4,500,000/., which 
is about 28 per cent, of the worth of raw produce exported. 
The rent ofland leaded by the xcmindars varies from 8*. to 
14*. ]*cr acre, averaging perhaps 10*. B'nges, over the 
whole country, nverage, for an able-bodied xyot, not more 
than 1*. a week; and we have been n««urcd by the hcod 
of a firm in Calcutta, having extensive dealings with the 
interior, tint in some portions of Tirlioot, where the great 
indigo factories arc situated, twentv -seven men had been 
contented to work the entire day for 2*. 

In the Xortli-Wc«t Provinces, which cover an area of 
72, IKK) senate tnilcs, without including the non-regulation 
districts, the Bengal *jitcn» was everywhere adopted on the 
countrj first coming into our j*x««c*rion; hut subsequently 
tins udoAilar, or government age®*, was compelled to show 
hit tide, and where tint was found to be di Teeth r, he was ret 
bride, and the village proprietor* treated with nl me. A broad 
distinction wm», however, alwsva presorted between the mole 
c-f dealing with the cultivator* in Northern and Southern 
Jr dia. Tin* inn to In* pa» 1 asrenlUng difinrd, fJmernmrut, 
t n-l f tl« ryrtwarrr *v*tcm, toA tV v*1k- Je of it, a* a pnva‘e 
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individual would have done, but in the north-west no less 
tlnn 38 per cent was set apart, 20 per cent of winch was 
returned to the proprietors and 18 per cent to the talook- 
dar. But it sometimes occurred that the latter was pro- 
prietor as well as Government agent, m which case he re- 
ceived 30 per cent of the net rental , and in cases where 
the Government collected the rents which lie had a right 
to realise they paid him a commission of 22£ per cent 
free of all nshs and charges In broad terms, it may be 
stated that the Government returned, all over the country, 
one third of the net rental to those in whom the right of 
cultivation and the right of collecting the tax were vested 

Of course, under such a system, land grew very valuable, 
and though it was never so difficult to purchase estates in 
the north-west as in Bengal, owing to various social causes, 
the soil never lacked eager buyers But whilst the village 
settlement favoured the views of capitalists and traders, who 
availed themselves of every opportunity of buying out or 
ejecting by force of law the village proprietors, it was not 
calculated to secure the great aim of its founders The 
scheme was unsound in its essence, as every attempt must 
he to regulate by law arrangements which depend for suc- 
cess on the exercise of free will and the indulgence or 
lestraint of passions 

If an English parliament were to attempt to restore the 
ancient guilds and corporations, on the ground that m old 
times they were the nurseries of trade and the strongholds 
of liberty, it would not commit a grpater mi6tahe than 
that which the Government of India fell into m this 
respect. No doubt, in the turbulent centuncs, when the 
tillers of the soil suffered almost equally from the* ravages of 

the foreigner and the protection of their lawful chiefs, when 

the distinctions of caste were rigidly observed, and the 
vtlhge bctmilsrfes tretv ilte pewtstW Aonron, — it was good 
to establish and maintain brotherhoods of labour, there 
was a common intercut to support and a common ’danger 
to rope! but when pcrcc is the mtunl inheritance ofllio rj ot, 
nml the bomls of prejiulicc ore falling from ctery limb, why 
should no yolc luni in these new fctlcra’ why seek to 
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restrain tlie course of free effort, and map out by authority 
the tasks that he shall perfoim and the way that he must go? 
TVe may be sure that the instincts of selfishness are .wiser in 
these matters than the dictates of authority. Long before 
the outbreak of tbc rebellion it was visible that the scheme 
wag crumbling to ruin In the north-west the suits to 
obtain possession of lands were continually on the increase, 
and every decision against the right of a shareholder 
was scarcely leas hurtful to his copartners than a judgment 
against the property of a merchant would be to the firm 
of which he might chance to be a member. The author of 
“Modem India” is so impressed with the gravity of this 
result that be deprecates the application of the law of sale to 
landed property in the Punjaub. The system will not stard 
the wear and tear of litigation ; the mutation of proprietors 
is everywhere fital to it. If the cultivator indulges in 
the natural desire for selling, mortgaging, or devising, 
except amongst the limited circle of his coproprietors, the 
law must rcfu»e to give validity to his act*, or the fabric of 
society, which has been ‘built up at 60 much cost, wilL 
avowedly tumble to pieces 1 

As affecting the existence of village communities, the 
Korth-IV cst System entirely failed; but, ns regards the general 
public, the objections to it were, tbc perpetual interference of 
the Government officers, its cost to the Government and to 
tbc people, and the inefficiency of the tenure, Os a means of 
developing the resources of the country. If o man took new 
l»nd, which could be very seldom obtained of late, he had 
only a term of thirty \cars to count upon ; but in general the 
lease oY property available for a new comer would not have 
more tlian "fifteen years to run: and who would undertake 
extensive works, build ftetorie*, or make great embankments, 
with the knowledge that nt the end of his lease Government 
would ns*css the rent for the next term upon the current value 
of the property ? The intcrc*t of the tenant, during the la«t 
•rears of lus term, tended in the way of depreciation and not 
of improv ement. The stem was for a time much better fur 
the intercuts of the cultivator than either the perpetual settle- 
ment or the rj otwarrj ,becau«c it gave him a sliarc of the rent; 
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but in tlic long run lie found it impossible to remain suspended 
between tbc condition of a capitalist and that of a mere 
labourer Lxtraa agancc and bad seasons worked his sure 
rum and when this happens and he is ousted by the decree 
of a court, " lus ennuty,” according to Mr Thomason, late 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West, “is transferred 
from the individual to the State lie feels that there is no 
hope for him but in the downfall of the system lie becomes 
as much a disaffected man as though he Ind been ruined by 
some direct act of the Government” Without any idea of 
showing the unsoundness of the system, Mr Thomason, m 
the next paragraph of the paper from which the above quo- 
tation is taken, tells us that “it is not many years ago that 
an insurrection was occasioned in Batngliur and the Cole 
Country from the unrestrained operations of the courts of 
justice The Government perceived the evil, and at once, by 
excluding the regulations, put a check on the obnoxious 
proceedings ’ The Coles evidently knew how to deal with 
the Honourable Company but a system winch requires the 
occasional suspension of laws and the shutting up of courts 
of justice could hardly advance the welfare of any people, 
whether civilised or barbarous 

The poverty of the Bengal ryot is not to be attributed to 
the direct action of the East India Government, who are re- 
sponsible only for so much of the misery that prevails amongst 
the forty millions inhabiting tbe great Gangetic valley as 
may be traced to tlie appointment of those whom the Deputr- 
Go\ ernor of Bengal terras “boy magistrates,” to the nomi- 
nation of inefficient judges, and the support of the police 
To ascertain the true character of the Company s govern- 
ment, we must turn to that portion of tlieir dominions where 
their influence, both social and political, has b*en absolute 
for a hundred years past, where there is no middleman to 
wten«i* tW jmfite of the cu\tiaator, where peace has been 
uninterrupted and obedience has never failed The cond tion 
of Madras is the true touchstone of the value of tint 
Government which, according to Mr Mangles, needs no 
teaching to understand its duties and no additional incentive 
to perform them. 
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Ix a Parliamentary paper, anted May, 1857, there is printed 
a copy of a dispatch from Lord Harris, the Governor of 
Madras, upon the proposed general survey and assessment 
of that Presidency. "Mach has been published of late” 
says Hu, Lordship, “respecting the unsatisfactory state if 
this Pres, deucy, of the poverty or the inhabitants, of the 
hopeless position ,n which they are placed, and of the cLorbi- 
1 . r rev and all tins misery has been stated to be the 
result of British misgoYcrnment. 1 have serious doubts of 
the correctness of these assertions. Tliat the rasjoritv of 
the cultivators of the soil arc poor, is certainly true • but 'that 
is almo°t certain to be the case where the soil is divided 
into innumerable small holdings, each insufficient to preside 
for the most ordinary wants of a family or the lowest class. 

“That the po-ition or the ryot, is not very hopeful, mar 
lie attributed to many circumstances ; but I am inclined to 
think that .their depressed condition is as much the result 
of moral as of economic causes. 


“That the taxation which they have to pay is cxcc«*irc 
may, in some instance*, he the ca«e ; but I cannot allow tliat 
the amount of public funds contributed by the Presidency Is 
exorbitant. Neither am I prepared to admit that the state 
of the country, generally, is dclcriorating. I believe, on ,, 1C 
contrary, from all I can learn, that there ia n marked im- 
pruvemrnt in many districts, though probably not to die 
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extent winch might have been attained had circumstances 
permitted more active measures for improvements on an ex- 
tensive scale to have becti undertaken by the Government^ 
“That the general state of the country has not become le^s 
prosperous, is sufficiently shown by this one fact, tliat> 
though remission of taxation has been made to some ex 
tent within the last lew years, the general income has not 
diminished ’ 1 

The views enunciated by His Lordship in the abo^c 
passages were shared by his colleagues m the Government, 
they have been approved of by the Court of Directors , and 
we propose to examine and test their real value 

In dealing with the great social questions of India the 
inquirer is materially aided by the simple and permanent 
character of Eastern life* The tides of nature and of human 
existence flow m the channels which were worn for them m 
remote ages Whatever was true of a thousand years past, 
is almost literally true of the present day A. change of 
masters, a little more wealth or poverty, and you have all 
that mark, for the teeming millions of Hmdoatan, the pro- 
gress of time Now, as heretofore, the records of the tax- 
gatherer furnish an index to the state of the nation when 
we know what is paid to the Government, it is easy to find 
out what has been earned by the people 

This absence of complexity m the business of life, which 
is characteristic of every part of the country, *9 especially 60 
in Madras, where government, trade, and tllage arc all 
carried on upon a scheme of first principles as nal cd ns 
need be In that highly favoured Presidency there nrc 
neither nobles nor landlords , the priests are maintained on 
the voluntary system , and for every acre of cultivable land 
under the ryot, there are five or six lying fallow In other 
words, it is an Eden of tlie mind, with many thousands of 
good angels keeping watch m«idc the boundaries 

Such an innumerable multitude of persons — many of them 
able, and most of them honest — have written in praise of the 
Revenue system of Madras, that were it not for the re- 
flection that the Corn and Navigation Laws lave hden 
repealed scarce ten jears since, we should be tempted to 
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doubt the accuracy of ^returns and the evidence of the 
senses Still it could hardly escape observation, that whether 
the Government of the day was -painstaking or othervn e, 
Whether the w Board ” had ruled hr- favour of zemindars or 
direct holdings, the upshot tp all concerned was the same 
jThe ill wind blew nobody good Tbe superstructure of 
society gave way and was overturned^ without m the least 
relieving the foundations Where the zemindars were ab- 
sorbed, the dutnct yielded no more profit to Government, 
frequently lea3 , whilst the wages of labour and the prospects 
of employment were decreased as well The cla.s dis- 
appeared, and with them vam-hed not only pomp - and extra- 
l igance of living, but the means whereby their state had 
been upheld. Tbe hut and the starved bullock took the 
places of the palace and the elephant The nch man be- 
came a beggar, and the ryot remained a “lave Tbe work- 
ing of tbe machinery is rather different now, since there are 
no more wealthy proprietors to be amalgamated The fire 
must needs go out when the fuel is exhausted Poverty- 
must be allowed to hvc because it is required to toil , but, 
truly speaking, no other reason can be assigned as the 
cause which has hindered the depopulation of the Southern 
Presidency. * 

In the last report of the Madras Government, the inhabit- 
ants arc set down os amounting to nearly twenty-three 
millions, three-fourths of whom are engaged in agricultural 
pursuits At the usual rate of five persons to a family, this 
gn cs, saj , three and a quarter millions of able-bodied ryots, 
nnd emce the peasant’s w ife works as hard as her hu°band, 
nfid the children arc put to labour os soon ns they can crawl, 
wc shall be far within the mark when we assume that the 
work of two labourers is done by each family of five persons. 
I\e have then a lx and a half millions of workers diligently 
toiling on the land, and more than ten millions depending 
for food upon their exertions 2s ow what do they cam from 
Jamnrj to December? IS ever was problem more easily 
solved, ond net er did the re«ult of a few simple figures so 
put to shame the working of a Christian Government. The 
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official estimate of Land Revenue for 1856-7 gave a total 
under three and a lialf millions sterling , and we have to find 
out what proportion of the gross produce of the land ^is 
represented in that sum Colonel Baird Smith says, that in 
Tanjore, the most favoured district in the Presidency, the 
Government share is two-fifths of the gross produce 

"VVc doubt if m any part of Madras the amount actually 
taken by the servants of the state is less than one half, and 
know, from personal investigation, that over the greater 
portion of the country the tax swallows up two thirds But 
let us lake Tanjore os the standard by, which the impost is 
assessed, and the entire value of the cultivation is shown to 
he eight and three quarters millions If no portion of the 
above sum were tal en by Government, — if the crops grew 
spontaneously, and the reaping were done by fairies, — the 
sum to he divided amongst the people w ould not amount, for 
each household, to five shillings monthly But, inasmuch 
as the Government in their mildest mood take two fifths, 
and the cost of cultivation, excluding labour, cannot be set 
down at less than one-fifth, we have for distribution 
amongst the people as many pounds sterling as there are 
heads of families, or about half that sum as the annual 


of each labourer Did the bitterest denunciation of 
the Company’s rule ever reach the accusing height of these 
simple facts ? Tlimk of it, conquering countrj men of ours 1 
Fncpcnce a week for the joint labour of man, wife, and 
children, or two shillings and a penny m the currency of 
London and Liverpool, where money is said to be worth 
only a fifth of what it will buy in India, in the shape, 
however, of food and shelter only I What interest can 
Manchester have in the living or dying of anj conceivable 
number of fathers of families, it hose incomes are but twenty 
shillings > early ? They do tlicir best to encourage British 
trade, for they consume of yarn, cotton, wool, and piece 
goods, imported from all quarters, as much as amounts to 
twopence per head per annum Our friends at home can 
j«0 o c for ' themselves how f ar that sum will go in the pur- 
chase of their narcs, and maj form a lively idea of what the 
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seventeen millions have to spare for food, education, and 
pastime when they can afford to lay out on their wardrobes 
just twopence a year 

There are upwards of ninety millions of acres m Madras, 
and, including rent free lands, not above twenty per cent of 
the whole area is cultivated Indigo, sugar, cotton, oil-seeds, 
and coffee grow to perfection , but they are only produced by 
fits and starts, 03 the agents of exporters come forward w ith 
advances, and select the crop to be sown Excellent raw 
sugar can be laid down at the sea board for 8s Gd per cwt , 
cotton gives a capital return when the grower obtains 2 d 
per pound It is said that 70,000 maunds of indigo will 
be shipped this year , and to the production of oils there 
la literal!) no limit And for every ounce of produce there 
iTe eager buyers , and if the field were increased twenty 
times over, no portion of it would be left on hand "let 
this is the land of which the richest tracts he waste, 
which furnishes the Honourable John Peter Grant with tho 
following illustration when combating the arguments of 
the Calcutta missionaries — " There are no such conten- 
tions and affrays about land in Madras, as are justly com 
plained of by the memorialists here But this is not due to 
a good police and judicial administration, a survey am^egis- 
tration, or the absence of a zemmdary system in the greater 
part of tint Presidency , it is due to the fact, that in most 
Madras districts land is valueless, by reason of the revenue 
Bjstem there in force, the .contentions there being when a 
ryot is forced not to give up, but to take land.” Mr Grant 
mi'dithavc stated his instance even more forcibly Thou- 
sands of men labour on tbe \ ubbe works, and prefer leaving 
the acres untouched, for which they arc obliged to pa) rent, 
experience having taught them to select the least of two evils 
And under present circumstances, there is not the mo«t 
remote chance of the wa«te lands being taken up, for emigra- 
tion absorbs more than tho annual increase of the population 
The labour that might Cud such profitable returns at home 
is drafted off to a dozen realy markets. The man who 
thould raise sugar on his own plot of ground, is onlj too glad 
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to lure himself out to the planter in Mauritius "Wealth lies 
at lus feet, 5 et ho is obliged to expatriate himself to procure 
the means of existence 

And if ancient zemindar and modern ryot June been 
equally ruined bj the operation of the Madras system, it has 
not proa cd in the least faaourable to European enterprise 
No great amount of capital Ins, perhaps, been sunk in agri- 
cultural or manufacturing operations , but whntcaer has been 
ventured has either* been lost entirely, or is so unproductive 
that the parties concerned would gladly retreat were it 
possible to do so without sacrificing all We are not aware 
of a single instance \a here n European has gone home with 
i competence achieved by planting or manufacturing opera- 
tion" The attractions of more than a thou«and miles of 
sea board, and of a climate suited to the growth of every 
kind of tropical vegetation, avould inea itably draw capitalists 
to settle in Madras, were it not that the long catalogue of 
disastrous results avarns them off a coast avluch is fatal alike 
to all the producing classes 

Even if an energetic man can overcome the natural 
jealousy of the authorities, avho look upon him as an enemy 
to the ryots and the Government in virtue of his position, — 
if he0in contrive to do without roads, and has no necessity 
foi law, — -bus ultimate defeat is certain The weight of bad 
seasons falls upon lnm, though he may not rent a single acre 
It is his money m that case that pays the tax , for though 
remissions are sanctioned by Government, they are granted 
not on account of the ryots loss but m view of his inability 
to pay Like the Borderer of old, the collector says to the 
planter * Thou shalt want, ere I want and unhappily for the 
latter, the raid is always resistless- What death j S to life 
the Government demand is to capital , it swallows up all, 
sooner or later 


As a consequence of this state of things, the preparation of 
raw produce for the European market is, with the most 
tr.fl.ng except, oo», left wholly to the natives, whoso nail and 
poverty combine to male them prefer on mfenor and adul- 
terated, to a good and therefore costly article They are 
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able to make indigo as good as the finest Bengal sorts , but 
the great bulk of the Madras production is wretched stuff, 
much of it mere clay veneered w ith the real drug The 
greater part of their sugar comes to market in such a state 
that the pumps of the vessels in which it is shipped are 
often choked with the drainings of the cargo, the lo»s from 
deliquescence being usually ten per cent Cotton is wetted, 
and mixed with rubbish and stone 5 Oils are mixed without 
scruple, often to the serious detriment of the buj er, though 
the adulteration increases the seller’s profit perhaps by the 
poorest trifle These facts will explain the cause of the 
standing inferiority of Madras products m the markets of 
Europe, and help to eIiow how it was that the mere increase 
last year in the exports of Bengal amounted to forty-two 
per cent of the whole trade of the former Presidency 

We contemplate, m the case of Madras a population who=e 
growth has been everywhere obstructed, which is alwa\s 
miserable, alwaj s decrepid, neither wi«er, nor stronger, nor 
wealthier than it was a century since, but, on the contrary, 
more weak, more ignorant, more poverty stricken , — a popu- 
lation which declines in everything , which 1 5 losing its hold 
of an ancient religion, without adopting a new creed m the 
place of it, since the pagodas are destroyed faster th# new 
chapels arc built, Ihe Hindoo Echoolma®ter is usually 
extinguished, not supplanted The traditions of national 
1 rospcrity are dving out , the con'Cioumess of power which 
was always sufficient to avenge tyranny in the past, if it 
could not render it impolitic m the future, is no longer 
entertained 1 \ here else on the face of the globe shall wo 
find peaceful millions so cruelly dealt with? 

Growth 19 the necessity of nations In numbers, in 
knowledge, in material prosperity, a people must inevitably 
increase in every generation ISot more surely do thcliouocs 
of the dead outnumber tlio«c of the hung, than the evidences 
of pa«t labour overshadow tho«c of the prc«cnt But in 
Madras the only surplus is that of the Government revenue 
Nature and industry in all else arc hut barelj equal to the 
requirements of present existence The country teems vv ith 
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mineral wealth, hut there is not a mine sunk m it, the 
mechanic il dexterity of the natives is not to be surpassed, 
hut there is not a single factory the property of natire 
capitalists The sugar is crushed by wooden nulls, and 
drained in earthen pots The rice is ground by hand, the 
cotton cleaned by the rudest of all machines, the indigo 
prepared by the cheapest instead of by tlie best proce* 1 ’ 
The increase of population, instead of augmenting the general 
wealth, is felt to bo an evil , and thousands of the linrdie t 
and ablest men annually expatriate themselves to countries 
where, inferior natural advantages being turned to better 
account, their labour enriches their masters, and secures a 
competency for themselves The ryot, who would gladly 
stay at home to cultivate his ancestral fields, leaves the rich 
sugar soil untilled, and wends his way to the coast, where a 
discriminating Government has kindly provided machinery 
for putting his industry m motion In the course of time, 
he finds himself in a distant island, engaged by a master, 
who has had to compete for his services, at three times the 
rate of wages he would have been content to receive at home 
He still makes sugar, only now by the aid of the most costly 
appliances He learns that God’s ram and sunshine, and 
man’^areful toil, are all valuable, if rightly understood and 
dealt with 

"We have all need of Heavens help, but if any class of 
mortals more than another require their eyes to be couched, 
their ears to he opened, and their hearts to be softened, it 
is surely those who administer the affairs of the Indian 
Government. 
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•-OCULIST DOCTRINES OF LOTD HARRIS ANI> THE EAST INDIA COM- 
RANT — GRADUAL DECAY OF EVERY FOOt OF NATIONAL OR CLASS 
FROSPEIUTT TIIE FUTURE ARISTOCRACY OF THE EAST 

Lord Harris his a doubt as to whether the burdens of 
the peasantry have been fairly distributed , but without 
discussing at this moment the relative incidence of taxation 
m various districts, wc a sort without hesitation that, in all 
the ryotwarry taloohs, it is imposed solely with reference to 
the amount that can be obtained from the people In every 
other part of the world the cultivator benefits by the natural 
or BOcial advantages of Ins position Land which is well 
watered by running streams, or which is in the vicinity of 
great markets, brings a larger profit to the fanner as ^ell as 
to the proprietor , but in Madras all the profit goes to the 
Government, the risk only falls to the lot of the ryot. 
"Whether lie cultivates largely or otherwise, — whether he 
grows sugar, indigo, or dry gnuu», — the remit is preci«cly the 
same The State leaves lnm hut the barest subsistence If 
he digs in iNortli Arcot, lie pays forty sin 11 mgs an acre, 
because produce fetches a high pnee as compared with the 
macccsiblc villages of the intenor If the land yields n 
double crop, lie is taxed twice oaer, if it is poor m quality, 
bis own gain u not the le«s m reality If bad 1 nr\ csts 
occur, remissions are made, not on account of Ins lo a «, but in 
consideration of his inability to pay V hen a country is 
raa aged by invader’, the poor rejoice in their immunity from 
im«chicf , when famine rages in Madras, the ryot thanks his 
gods that ruin has long emce done its worst by him 
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In no other country can the condition of the people be 
described in n few generalising sentences Everywhere else 
there are diverse orders of society, with opposite interests 
and varying fortunes , sources of wealth n Inch are hidden 
from curiosity , armouries of strength that only require to 
be properly bandied, to sav e or regenerate the life of nation* 
But in Madras, the storj of the merits of the Government 
and the misery of the population fills le«s than a dozen lines 
of narrative The native aristocracy have been extinguished, 
and their revenues lost equally to the riders and the multi- 
tude The native manufacturers are ruined, and no corre- 
sponding increase has tah.cn place in the consumption of 
foreign goods Not a fourth of the cultivable land is taken 
up for tillage, and yet 20,000 men annually leave these 
shores to seek employment on a foreign soil The taxation 
of all kinds, and the landlord’s rent, amounts but to five shil- 
lings per head , and yet the surplus production of twenty- 
three millions 19 but two sb llings and 6evcnpence, and the 
imports but one shilling and sixpence each person The 
exports of the slave state of Brazil amounted, in 1852, to 
upwards of eight millions sterling Madras, with a popula- 
tion three tunes as great, never produces a third of the 
amourit 

Hallways, road", and canals will not core the evil, and wc 
should be sorr> to see it made more bearable TVhit wo 
require is an abstinence on the part of Government from 
interference with the operations of agriculture, as ab olutc 
as that which they are compelled to observe with regard to 
the workings of trade A man should he as free to buy and 
sell land, as to deal with any ordmarj chattel The belief 
that it is to the advantage both of the state and the public 
that the soil should be declared the property of t bn Czzw/ik 
is one of the most fatal errors that ever prevailed Docs nny 
one behove tl at if the llnti'h rulers had been compelled, 
from ilic outset of their career of conquest, to levv taxation 
by the ordinary methods, Madras would he now , n its 
present miserable state of poverty and degradation? ,t 
credible that from the industry of twentj -three mdltons of 
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soul 5 *, living under a tropic'll sun, and raising, almost without 
effort, the costliest products of the world, a sum of fi\c and 
a half millions sterling — hut one-tenth of the taxation of 
Great Britain — could not be raided without difficulty 9 The 
stati tics of crown colonics and of slave states furmdi the 
be«t aw-wex to «m\* a. qwsxj l 

Tho Governor of Madras is a member of the British 
Peerage, an estated noble who has a “ place ” and a rent 
Toll which, we suppose he would not w i°hto have diminwhed 
let we find lum, in the fort) -fifth year of his age and the 
fourth year of lus Governorship of Mndn«, addressing the 
grave bankers and landlords who*sit in Ecadcnliall Street as 
follows — 

"I consider that the land of a country belongs to the 
Government de facto, and should he held by it, and should 
be distributed by it amongst the population m such a 
manner as is likely to cau«e it to be most bcncficiall) culti- 
vated, both as regards the interests of the cultnators and of 
the whole community There may be, and we know there 
are, many hindrances to this principle being even openly 
allowed, much more to its being fully carried out in all 
countries , but in tho e cases wherein the opportunity 13 
afforded of starting from first principles, it should not be 
neglected 1 think this opportunity exists in the ryotwarry 
districts of this country 

It will not do to identify the Anglo-Indian Conservative, 
Lord Hams, with a member of the upper or middle cla««es 
of England who wishes to maintain the aristocracy as an 
institution, nor with a Birmingham Radical who would 
destroy the House of Peers and abolish hereditary titles 
The principles which he advocates are neither more nor le=3 
than socialism his apostle and teacher is BE Proudhon, who 
advanced in Europe the theory that Lord Harris enunciated, 
and which Ins honourable masters haae reduced to practice in 
Southern India for a period beyond the memory of the oldest 
man living 

A hundred years «mce we found nn aristocracy existing 
in e\ ery part of the East They were not more enlightened. 
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perhaps, than the nobility of England in the days of the 
Elantagcncts ; not more moral than the courtiers of 
Charles II., or those of Louis XV.; not more thrifty 
than ‘certain model peers ; in fact, not more lovable or 
useful, in the main, than the highest classes of Europe have 
shown themselves to be in ancient or modern bistory.' 
But the Indian aristocracy oppressed and governed, at- 
tained wealth and lavished it, fought and intrigued as 
passion prompted or ability served, and so satisfied what the 
majority of .people, even in these enlightened days, are prone 
to term “ a real social and political want.” As a governing 
class, the remorseless English heel has long since trampled 
them out of existence. So far from realising the European 
ideal of a ruling minority, which makes laws by prescriptive 
authority, fills *the highest posts in Church and State, and 
influences the public weal without regard to considerations 
of fitness or respectability, they have been reduced to a 
state of abject dependence. The parish constable would 
feel himself degraded were he made to change stations with 
the rajah. Every private soldier in the Queen’s service 
has the prospect of a higher destiny before him than the 
head of the noblest Asiatic family. The title which adorns 
the beggar, and the phrases of respect that greet the ears of 
the slave, are all that remain to the descendants of the 
masters of the East. 


We recognise and sanction the penalties of weakness. 
There are no political rights for the nation which has 
suffered itself to be vanquished, except those allowed by 
the grace of the victors. But the question with which 
we have to deal is one apart from politics — it is the right 
of the State to confiscate the 'wealth of the upper classes 
upon no pretext of crime or proof of public utility. 


W<i. Vvn/WR v/j. ri.-jbA. a. G-wramn/tiA, kafij Yd prevent 
tho growth of large estates, which does not a a readily 
apply to the creation of small ones. We can think of no 
reason that can be nrged against allowing a man to becomo 
the owner of half a-connty, which ma 7 net jest as forcibly 
he applied to lus acquisition of a score of acres. Our Indian 
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socialists with the «atne ohject3 m nev. as their co-tlunhors 
in Europe, have not hid the sagacity to perceive, or the 
boldness to carry out, their principles to the full extent The 
latter recognised and acted upon the dogma, that property, 
to be interfered with, must he declared altogether illegal 
and opposed to the be«t interests of the community They 
saw that the ride must be made universal, that accumu- 
lations m every form, and to whatever extent, mu=t be made 
subject to the same law of interference- Men must be 
allowed to "keep all or nothing If individual action were 
allowed, no limits could be set to it 

For the last thirty years the British Government in 
India have been steaddy uprooting the landed gentry of 
the country, on the «ole ground of their inutility They 
arc no wor*c than the common run of aristocracy, on the 
contrary, are much better , but it is said society can do 
without them They neither grow the ncc nor milk the 
cows. The young children are taught, if taught at all, 
without their a^astance , and old men go down to their 
graves with a sound persuasion that it is Gods ble«=»m", 
and not the zemindar «, to which they were always indebted 
for food and health J\o one can question the justice of 
premi es that have grown axiomatic in Europe, but the 
difficulty to be reconciled is the opposite character of the 
conclusions which arc drawn from them Human nature 
in the East 1ms its shades of Tariance, but hardlv affords 
such contradictions as arc implied in the policy of the Ho- 
nourable Company 

*■ "Why should the supreme authority, having most at heart 
the greatest possible welfare of the greatest possible number, 
care to maintain a class who e members arc sometimes 
di««olutc, sometimes tyrannical, sometimes idiotic, and in 
almost every ca«c mere burdens on the industry of the 
people? 

Why should so large a portion of the stream of wealth 
be diverted to flow over tho»e barren sands which yield 
neither herbage cor flowers 9 ZSo one is able to give satis- 
factory answer* to «uch queries — on paper, and so tl c 
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socialists m these parts have it all their own way They 
have Eet up a standard of bare utility, and would compel 
all men to pass under it. He that refuses to work shall 
not he suffered to eat The only poor which a Government 
can recognise, is the present generation of princes and 
nobles, who may he allowed to receive out door relief for a 
sca«on 

The first member of the Madras Council was for three 
years at the head of a revolutionary tribunal in the Northern 
Circara, and in that capacity he destroyed more ancient 
families and confiscated more estates than any member of 
the National Convention could boast of lrning ruined 
jn Ins day of republican triumph Now, if M Proudhon 
were to claim him as a zealous practical disciple, would 
Mr Elliot give lnm the kiss of fraternity? lie could 
hardly help doing 60, for the Frenchman would ns«ail him 
with remonstrances something like what follow — 

“Fellow worshipper of the great mystery of the right 
of nations ’ 5 ou acknow ledge with my pelf the claim of the 
producers of wealth to its full enjoy ment, less the cost of 
cheap and good government Tim study of the past has 
led us both to the only rational conclusion Tt our rajahs 
arc the exact countcq»arts of our grand seigneurs, your 
zemindars arc our firmer* general , the Indian ryot is tho 
aery image of Tneques Bonhomme Our common oljcct is 
tho abolition of nil mid Kemcn ll’c would Ime but one 
class of rijits — tlio«c winch spring from the exercise of 
m lu«iry and but one kind of jmwer — that which is neces- 
sary f r tho pul be safety }ou base no j corn, no chaml?r 
of dej utics no nmtocracy , l’ut only tic ryit nt one cn I, 
an I an executive of retired tra Icsmcn at tho ofj er Go on 
nn 1 1 ro«i or, in the name of the fnen Is of a regenerated 
wor! 1 1 " 


ttc »li ull not agree with M Proudhon in the nboic 
U.1 nte € r , raise I «t eonft « tl at sv c do not see how tie 
zralo is el am, n. df Urn Comjany can *r. 1 J I*,, . , f*.,, 
tif ill with tl e a Uojratis < f .Jem wratie equality If ^ . u || 
,1 >wn *W it d ** tm f Dow t! u mi must tier ale all 
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who are below , and there is not, to our mind, n single reason 
for the overthrow of the lnnded gentry m India which would 
not apply with tenfold force m tlie ca^e of England Is it 
that they are a heavy drain upon the products c resources of 
tlie country ? "Why, the rental of real property at home is 
more than all the annual profits of trades and profc^ion* 

* There are three noblemen whose united incomes amount 
to more than a million sterling a year, and hundreds maj be 
counted who receive at least a tenth of that sum But the 
Indian aristocrat is useless , lus proper place is occupied by 
another, the community are able to do without him, and 
should therefore cease to pay a double rate for the services 
of which \t stands va need "Well, what docs the Marquis of 
Westminster or his “order* do for our countrymen, that 
the latter need care to support “ Corintluan pillars ’ that 
require so much gilding? The weaving and ploughing 
would go on ju t as well if they were all banished to dig in 
* Australia Their castles are no longer places of shelter for 
helpless serfs and burghers They are no longer relied 
upon for security against foreign invasion and domestic 
plunder It is not they who invent steam ploughs and 
reaping machines and make pathways for the spirit of man 
over and around the globe Manchester asks no assistance 
from lords or ladies to fulfil its mission of making cloth for 
all mankind Birmingham is wholly plebeian , Liverpool 
essentially low Every great interest is Cared for by busy 
brains and willing hands, who work from necessity and not 
from choice , and of the amateur labourers, the most distin- 
guished are men of humble note The agriculturist relies 
much on Mechi, the owner of the “ toy shop, and parson 
Huxtable, and half suspects that his landlord is a worse 
enemy than Cobden Why maintain then, a set of drones 
at such a frightful cost ? If the landlords rent throughout 
England were confi cotcd, it would pay all the taxes, and 
leave a large surplus to defray the expense of national edu 
cation. In India rent is devoted entirely to public objects 
If you abolish your landed gentry here, where wealth is 
scarce, learning confined to a few, and dignified employment 
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almost wholly engrossed by a race of foreigners, how much 
more readily ought you to vote for the destruction of aris- 
tocracy at home, where property, knowledge, and industry 
are all independent of its aid I To our thinking, the civil 
servant who would band over all the soil of India to 
Government and the peasants, ought to take his place, when 
in England, amongst the Guffeys and O’Connors. He should * 
have no thought of the danger of dislocating society, after 
having uprooted ** houses ” to whose antiquity the Norman 
baron is a creature of yesterday. For the reckless extrava- 
gance of the zemindar he can find parallel examples in the con- 
dition of half the peerage. The gaming table and the opera do 
the work of ruin as effectually as the overgrown su worry and 
the dancing girls of the East. For the tyrannical interference 
with ryots, of which eo much is said, he will find kindred 
illustrations in the conduct of men who avow that they will 
“ do what they like with their own ; ” and when the race of 
folly is at an end the collector steps in to manage the ze- * 
mindary, and the solicitor to nurse His Lordship’s .estate. 
The rajah goes on a pilgrimage, and the peer travels on the 
continent. In the next generation the evil will reappear ; 
the vice is in the blood. Your only remedy is to compel the 
spendthrift to live on sixpence a day, — and cam it. 

But in proportion as our Government are destroying the 
landed proprietors they are calling into existence the class 
of rich native traders, who will be the future aristocracy of 
the Last. So would democracy at home foster the pro- 
gress of the bourgeoisie. If the House of Lords were voted 
useless and dangerous, and all the property of the peerage 
confiscated to-morrow, the cotton spinners and growers 
would undergo, perhaps in still greater numbers, the pro- 
cess of transmutation into gentlemen entitled to sit at home 
nt ease. And there is this striking difference between the 
class of new men in the two countries, — that whereas the 
nnthc shopkeeper merely changes from youn"- HunU to 
old finals, and vrill cheat for picc after to has accumulated 
a fortune, tbo Enghshman marches abreast of Ids destiny 
and outwardly, at least, becomes the Us cry of greatness 
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The father of the first Sir Robert Peel wore a patched coat 
and wooden ehoes, — lus grand on was a member of the 
Privy Council before he reached the age of thirty, and at 
Ha death his family had intermarried with the noblest of 
the land We sneer at the aristocracy of wealth in enlight- 
ened Bntam, and have many a bitter word for cotton lords 
* and neh parvenus, but what could be said for the bunnealis 
and K ouears of India as samples of the “ best and bravest ’ 
of the country’ Will they command the respect of the 
people? Can they create that sentiment of veneration 
which an aristocracy ought to inspire, and wanting winch 
they are fated to suffer speedy extinction ? We fear the 
answers must be in the negative. 

We look with di«may on a system of rule winch is 
wholly destructive, and which, if succe sful, will leave two 
hundred millions of human beings without a religion, with- 
out an aristocracy, and with but the scantiest portion of 
wealth. We are undermining at the same moment every 
part of the social edifice The pne=t, the noble, and the 
rich man of whatever denomination, are threatened with 
the same fate The great ends of civilised teaching are the 
filling of the pockets, the heart, and the head , but the 
ma*ters of India neglect two-thirds of their duty, and per- 
form the rest in a i cry unsatisfactory manner 

For the effects of Godless colleges a cure will be found at 
last in the strong necc' lty of belief When Hindooi'm 
has been thoroughly wrecked, and the rums are cleared 
away, a nohlcr creed will spring up in its room, but with 
the Brahmin degraded from his high place, and the zemindar 
lost in the ranks of the peasantry, where will the nation find 
the materials to build up an aristocracy ’ It will not always 
consent, as now, to find its masters and guides m the youth 
of the Coil Service. It will yearn for the excellence of 
home growth, and the lonLhip that is not nsign of servitude, 
and Iltaven forgive us for having done our be^t to render 
the craving a liopclcs* one 

Men who have etiftlied natural phenomena tell u*, that if 
nil the earth were levelled and mi lc smooth as a lawn, the 
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uniformity would be purchased at the price of perpetual 
barrenness hereafter. It is the mountains and forests that 
bring down the fertilising rains;* and so they counsel that 
the tall trees should be suffered to remain for the sake'of 
the indirect good to be derived from them. In like manner 
wc would urge that the axe slfould be withdrawn from the 
roots of the few remaining specimens of- native aristocracy. 
If they do not yield the best of fruits, they serve to in- 
vito the refreshing showers. Let the levelling process 
cease for awhile, till we note the tendency of our wayward 
experiment. 
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THE LEVELLING CHAEACTER OP THE COMPACT’S POLE. — TIIEIR IN 

FLtTENCE PURELY DESTRUCTIVE THE IIAJAII AND THE TEOMAN 

EQUALLY RUINED, ■WITHOUT PROFIT TO THE GOVERNMENT « 

We acquit the opponents of property in India of any design 
to uproot the foundations of society It is their misfortune 
to apprehend but rarely the consequences, of their policy 
Civilians who » have been all their lifetime engaged in 
annihilating every interest interposed betwixt the state 
and the cultivators of the sod, would deem it an insult 
to be classed with the lowest order of democrats m 
Europe Thej? will each go home in due season, and if 
fortunate, either inherit or purchase estates, which they will 
bequeath to their children in the full assurance that the Iegi 
latnre will permit their lands to pa°3« unchallenged to the 
latest posterity The fate which they have decreed to 
Hindu and Mussulman will not descend on the heads of 
their own chddren — the public welfare in Great Britain 
not being so well cared for 

But let us ignore principle*, and deal merely with tho > 
question of profit- The Socialist only advocates the de 
struction of private rights, m order to increase the sum total 
of the general happiness , and we will not suppose that he 
would willingly dc troy the native zemindar, to whom 
wealth and the importance that it brings arc naturally very 
dear, unlc s he felt assured that his rum would be a blc*smg, 
to tbe community 11 c arc content to narrow tbe discussion 
to this single point, and to give up the case of the ancient 
z . 
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land-holders, if it can be shown that their loss lias been a 
gam to others , 

"With the facts patent to the tvorld that m Cuddapah, 
Bellary, and G unto or, three of the naturally richest districts 
in the Madras Presidency, land is wholly unsaleable, w bilst 
in Chingleput it is only worth^six months' purchase, wc 
shall take it for granted that the ryot 13 not richer now than 
he was fifty years since Proof to that effect Ins already 
been furnished, and we shall content ourselves with dis- 
closing the results of the overthrow of the zemindary 
system, so far as Government, the universal landlord, is 
concerned -* 

The permanent settlement wa 3 made in 1802, and founded 
^on *the basis that thirty and m some cases forty per cent 
of the rental should be allowed to the zemindars If iro 
may bclievo Mr "Walter Elliot, wlio«e authority in such 
Cases rau»t he entitled to great weight, the landowners took 
care to exact even a more liberal allowance for themselves, 
by means of falso measurements, and the use of corrupt 
artifice* We have not been able to get the revenue re- 
turns for the twelve years immediately follow ing the settle- 
ment of the proprietary estates, bat, from'1814 to 1818, the 
average 5 early revenue m pounds sterling was 3,339,GGG/, 
the last jear of the senes being that 111 which tlic ryot- 
warry Byetem was first introduced. The subsequent collcc- 


tiona are ns follows — 


1819 to 1824 

£3 '’SS 592 

to 1809 

3 291 832 

1830 to 1834 

2 99G 999 

1835 to 1839 

3 124 530 

1840 to 1844 # 

3,2u9 948 

181j to 1849 

V 8 022 

j r&i&toi&xr 

S^rS'TSt 


Wo rlioul \ of course 1 e fully justified in Likin" the aver- 
n K o of .loll , rly-fi, . year-, during wlucl, Ho'’ryotivnmr 
7 .torn lia. 1 ern in oponl.nn, an,l con.pur,n„. them „ ,tl, t!,o 
r„c j Mr. on l.n~ .o JH8 I ut „ c cirri lie of „ m . 
I"™” Hat gi.ca Ho larpr-t Haro of mliaatogo lo our op. 
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ponents, and test the results of the latest by thoso of the 
^earliest period. , 

Prom 1814 to 1818 tlio annual revenue was £3,339,G6G 
Prom 1850 to 1853 . . . 3,570,231 

„ Increase . . ^ . e £239,565 

Let us now" sco, how this increase has been obtained, "and 
whether any portion of it is owing to the absorption ‘of the 
zemindars. . 

Since 1814, the revenue of the single 'district of Tanjore 
has been raised by upwards of 150,000/. Kurnool, annexed 
in 1844, yields a surplus of 85,000/. Various works of 
irrigation executed since 1836, give an annual revenue of 
40,000/. ; go that whilst the income of 1853 only exceeds that 
of 1814 by ’ , * 

£239y5G5 

* The spins due to the above sources amount to . 270,000 
Showing on annual loss of . . £30,435 

If we take the increase of population as equivalent to that 
of Ireland, — 12£ per cent, in ten years, — wc have an addi- 
tion of forty in the hundred to the number of workers and 
consumers, a loss of "from 30 to 40 per cent, to the zemin- 
dars, and a decline in the four most prosperous years, in the 
sum realised by Government I "W e challenge the world to 
match the mournful picture 1 

The company has always estimated its successful col- 
lectors above jurists and men of science, and yet in this de- 
partment its failure is notorious, simply because it^has 
always ignored tbe lessons of civilisation. 

Neither of the great mode9 of settlement, the zemindary,’ 
village, or ryotwany, lias succeeded, nor can possibly do 
so, for in no case are the natural laws which affect the dis- 
tribution ot property allowed to have free action. The ze- 
mindar i9 over taxed and always hampered by the inter- 
ference of the Government officers. The villago cultivator 
is a member of a compulsory partnership, which is not % 
founded upon stable grounds; and the Madras ryot is a 
beggar, and a slave, who can never bo a capitalist or an 
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honest man.- And' the various systems react upon the 
rulers. They damage public as* well w as private morals. If 
“the people .“have nonsense of obligations, the Government 
has no regard for rights. .The one cheats like a Kqndsmw, 
' and the otlier oppresses like a despot who owns no law hut 
Jm.-own* will; and if we may trust public ’despatches and 
^ speeches id ‘Parliament, the onus of the admitted failure of 
the ze’mindary system, rests entirely with the rajahs and 
the had seasons." It is shared between Providence and the 
proprietors, sometimes in equal proportion, but the -responsi- 
bility generally varying according to the nature of the object 
to be served, and the position of the writers or speakers. 
Soxno useful information on the subject is to he found in a 
return made by the India House to an order of the House 
of Lords in May 1852, which states the case on behalf of 
the Government 

In 1802 settlements were made on the zemindary tenure 
to the amount of 1,079,250/. Of theac estates, five belonged 
to ancient families, who ebaied between them the district of 
'Guntoor, and paid 122,5487. The amounts thus specified 
formed two thirds of tbe net rental, which must therefore 
have readied 1,539,67 5L on the total zemindaiy settlement, 
and 184,822/. in the case -of Guntoor. ' There is no reason 
to believe that the tax then imposed was based . upon a 
wrong calculation of. the gross produce of the estates, for in 
1813-14-15 the possessions of the Vasareddy family, 
amounting to 383 villages in that district, yielded an average 
revenue of 83,230/., from which deducting the Government 
tax of 54,730, the remainder, or landlord’s profit, is shown to 
be 28,500/. 


The Guntoor estates, have all, without exception, parsed 
into tho Lands of the Company; and whereas we arc assured 
on tho authority of tho first member of the Board of 
Revenue Ihat they once produced magnificent incomes to 
their proprietor*, the Parliamentary return shows tint the 

. " vem " ” on 'y per cent, of tho amount 

fixed by the permanent assessment in 180 *> 

. In olltor >vorJ„, tho Got emmet, .Umji s in ,ho r l ac „ „'f 
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the landholders, receives no more than the share of profit 
taken by the latter after the tax was'paid, so that the zemin- 
danes yield less by upwards of a million sterling than they 
did fifty years ago The barbaric pomp that disgusted the 
collector eo much has passed away, and the heirs of the ancient 
chieftains of the northern Circars mny be seen occasionally 
hanging round the doors of the -Revenue Board Office, 
waiting with anxious looks for permission to present begging 
petitions And who has benefited by their destruction ? Not 
the Government, as we have 6een , not new men who have 
come forward to occupy their places, for their lands do not 
bring by a third the amount of tax fixed upon them, and 
have therefore no value iu the market , not the ryots, for 
they are amongst the most wretched in the Company’s 
dominions The wealth thus coveted, and which nature so 
liberally rendered up to despised natives, is lost as absolutely 
as if it had never been realised The test of the superior 
excellence of the Company s rule will ill bear such a com- 
mentary 

But we have yet to see the cause of this vast deterioration 
in the resources of a district. A paternal Government which 
knows its duty, and has ample means to fulfil it, waits for 
more than fifty-eight years before it undertakes a work of 
proved necessity — till it kills off, in one famine out of many, 
five times the number of British that perished at Waterloo, 
and curses the land with barrenness this Government, at 
the end of a few after years, when the bones of the dead 
have been gathered into heaps and the sites of rumed villages 
arc overgrown, sternly taunts the proprietors of Guntoor 
with neglect of the duties that belonged to their position ! 
Poor wretches ! they have pa d the penalty of their improvi- 
♦Inniut Them debt. baa, hiy». bryudat/i.'!. bn#, yiafciyt has, s&JJ» 
to enforce, either m this world or the next, its heavier claim 
on the East India Company * 

Upon their pica of exemption, that of their superior 
management of the zcmmdancs as compared with the results 
of Government rule, no liave but to cite a single instance, 
vrluch is commented upon at length in another portion of this 
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volume. For twenty-five years tlio revenues authorities held 
possession of those estates which Vcncatrcddy JJtudoo, the 
Itnjah'of Vows reddy, bequeathed to his descendants. They 
enmo into the hands of the collectof without a rupee of 
liability, and at the* end of that time they were saddled with 
arrears duo to tl»o* Government, and created by its oWnjjets, 
to the extent of no less than 400,000/., exclusive of interest. 
From 1700 to 1816, the period’of his death, Vcncatrcddy held 
possession : the records of Government tell how lie feasted 
and revelled, and what store of wealth Iio gave away. The 
wise and strong English Government took this property into 
its care, in trust for tl»o lawful owner. It erected neither 
temples nor palaces ; it made no pilgrimages, and gave away 
no hundredweights of gold and silver ; and when called 
on to surrender its charge, instead of having half a million 
sterling to hand over to the heir, it handed him its own little 
bill for a trifle more than that amount, or 588,666/. 

As compared with tho balanco sheet of Vencatrcddy 
Nftidoo, the accounts of Government management showed o 
loss of more than 108 lacs, or 1,080,000/. sterling, in the 
case of a single zemindary, to say nothing of the ruin 
inflicted on the ryots and tho country. 

OF course if rajahs will keep elephants, maintain large 
followings, make presents to nautch girls, and take no heed 
of tlieir affairs, they must expect that Government will sell 
them up and utterly extinguish their pretensions to lord- 
ships and honours. If the folks in authority at home had 
had the honesty to do their duty like the 'East India 
Company, there would have been no House of Lords, nor 
great landed gentry in England by this time. Where the 
heir came into possession at a ripe age and succeeded to an 
encumbered estate, a few years of heavy taxation and loose 
living would bring the property to the hammer. Where 
he was an infant, out of* debt, and the title was litigated 
they could take tho estates into their own management by 
way of nupmg and protecting them, as in the Sue of the 
VassareMy ■estates. It would come to the same thin, in tho 
end So, if you please, we will eay nothing against the 
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policy jwluch the Company has pursued, and the Queen’s 
Government ought to have imitated, save this, that had the 
landlord’s profit been abolished at home, somebody*- would 
have been the better for it. The Company have pursued 
the right course, and as is often the case in. this strange 
world, their virtue ha3 been an unprofitable one. 

But jt is not alone the great families that have been 
steadily rooted out of their ancient places. The class of 
mootahdars or “ gentlemen farmers,” as men of a corre- 
sponding rank would be called in England, have shared the 
fate of poligars and rajahs. In 1803, twenty-six small 
estates in Rajahmundry were put up for sale, and bought 
from Government for 33,494/. Forty years afterwards not 
a single acre remained in the possession of the original 
holders or their descendants. “ They had not been 
more fortunate,” says the Parliamentary Report from which 
the facts arc taken, “ than the thirteen ancient zemindars ” 
of Rajahmundry, of whose possessions only one sixth re- 
mained in 1843. Purchase money, working capital, the 
produce of mortgages, all had been swallowed up by the 
inexorable landlord, and still the demand was not satisfied. 
As the last efforts of despair, the resources of nature were 
anticipated. The soil, tasked beyond its strength, refused to 
yield its treasures to the cultivator, and in fifty-one estate 1 ’, 
repurchased by Government up to the close of 1843, in 
Rajahmundry, the resources of the villages had decreased 
upwards of 40 per cent, per annum. Government it will be 
seen never exceeded its just demands, hut these unfor- 
tunately happened to he 40/. in the hundred more than the 
land could pay. Nobody could say that they confiscated the 
estates ; they only asked for their own ; but to get that, it 
was necessary that the mootahdars should he sacrificed, as 
their betters before them had been ■ — that the pucka houso 
and the bullock coach should follow the palace and 'the 
elephants, and nothing but the mud hot of the ryot be left 
to cumber the ground. 

There is a story told of a man who sold his dog whenever 

Z 4 
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he "required money, thfe sagacious animal always finding its 
way bach to lus old master, a little lean perhaps and tired 
on. some occasions, but only wanting rest and food to get 
into flesh and look a 3 well as ever It 13 likely the dog’s 
master had been in the service of the Company, and had 
studied the operation of the zemmdary settlement. 

The marvellous increase that has taken place in the value 
bf Eastern exports dunng the last 'three years has revolu- 
tionised to some extent the commerce of Madras, and of 
every other part of the world with which we have dealings 
There is now a* small balance in fa\our of the Presidency, 
that 13 to say, more money and goods are brought in than arc 
sent out of the country The value of the imports for the 
year ending 30th of April last, was 3,645,0571 4s, in- 
cluding treasure, against 3,358,965/ 10s , the value of the 
merchandise and treasure exported But to sec how the 
revenue system of Madras has operated on the wellbeing of 
the country, we must look to the records of past years, and 
watch the gradual dram of capital into the coffers of the 
state 

During the eighteen years from 1834 to 1852, both inclu- 
sive, the exports from Madras amounted to 25,506,197/ 12 a 
in round numbers about 1,400,000/ per annum The 1 m- 
yorts in the name period reached only 14,439,4491 Cs , or 
800,000/ 1 cr annum ‘We naturally look for the balance 
under tbo head of treasure imported, but strange to say 
more money was sent out of the country than was brought 
into it, and in the list of exports wc have not included tho 
precious metals Still dealing with tlic same period of time, 
wc find tliat 3,338,810/ 10s was shipped from Madras m 
the shape of treasure, aud but 3,190,767/ 10< brought back 
again. Tho total of money nnd merchandise put on board or 
sent across tbo frontier by land, was 28,4 15,008/ 2s and the 
total imports 37,630,217/ 4s A 011 m then of 11,214,708/ 18/ 

13 wholly unaccounted for, nnd if wc allow the merchant a 
profit of 10 per cent, on ciportr, wo shell find Ulnt M 
two .lulling. worth rent out or tl.c country, whether m the 
thnpe of produce mumfncturer, or the precious uietnlr hut 
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thirteen pence half-penny came bach, again But the value 
sent forward and the traders’ profit must return to Madras 
through some channel or other -The London banker would 
remit to Ins correspondents the amount which the latter had 
advanced on bills of lading, either by paying their drafts 
upon him in ca«h, making advances on goods shipped to 
them m return, or remitting bullion Every merchant or 
agent who received money’s worth, had to pay for it in some 
shape Qr others but there was one firm that neither paid 
money nor sent out a shilling’s worth of goods, who yet 
demanded and leceived every year the seven annas in the 
rupee that we have found bnsaing In the four years 
ending 1851, the East India Company carried off from the 
Southern Presidency nearly 2,470,000/ of coined money, 
exclusive of the sums laiscd by advances on goods and the 
sale of bill** In 1851-2 they slapped from Madras 651,200/ , 
and obtained monej on bills to the extent of 303,000/ If 
this sum be added to the imports of that yetir, the whole 
will amount to 2,854,965/ 10s , against a total export of 
2,670,444/ 8s merchandise and treasure in 1850 1, and 
gives Madras hack the worth of its ventures and a profit of 
more than 7 per cent. 

No one will quarrel with us for Baying that the above 
statistics are strange and melancholy beyond all conception 
Here is an English Government, which tabes all the state (ax 
and all the landlord s profit upon 140,000 square miles , which 
exists in perfect peace , and yet is obliged, in order to defray 
its expen es, to -eize and carry off half the surplus profits of 
tn enty-three millions of souls I The Madras ryot, growing 
the most valuable products of agriculture , the native manu- 
facturer, with Ins curious examples of patient industry , and 
the Luropcan capitalist, sugar refiner, indigo maker, and 
cotton grower — each and. tdl ewTrovaded 'with dlnmt&We 
Bpacc for expansion and improvement — pay 5s a head 
in taxes , create, as the combined product of their daily 
live*, a surplus of 3s 5 earl) , and consume of imported 
goods as much as amounts to Is Od each person I The 
negr 0 C 3 of Africa are wealthier by far than the Madras 
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Hindoo ; the beggars of Europe arc better customers to the 
rest of mankind. 

There is hardly a fact more thoroughly recognised than 
that of the successful competition of English mill-owners 
with the cotton manufacturers of the East. The most pro- 
saic of statists is apt to warm into enthusiasm, when dilating 
on the wondrous results of that union of energy, skill, and 
capital which has enabled the costly workman of Lancashire 
to supplant the exquisite fabrics of Dacca, and undersell the 
labour which considers 2 d. a fnir day’s wages for a fair day’s 
..work. Wo are constantly reminded that the art of weaving 
had its rise in India, and that the term ** calico ” is derived 
from Calicut, a town in Madras. 

It is not our present- business to discuss the question, 
whether Madras derives as much comparative benefit from 
imported cottons os England is said to do from foreign corn j 
but that the substitution of Manchester goods for those of 
native make is an advantage to the bulk of the community 
cannot be denied. With all the willingness of the labouring 
class to encounter any amount of risk and fatigue in the hope 
of procuring profitable employment, there is no increase in 
the number of weavers. The very lowest rate of wages is 
still too high for the man who has to compete with the work 
of the iron fingers that never tire, and can be multiplied to 
any extent. The use of English thread or cloth is only 
limited by the means of the consumers. 

We stipulate beforehand against any expressions of incre- 
dulity with regard to the fact we are about to disclose. 
Disbelief would be natural, but not proper. This is a land 
of wonders ; and the story of the Indian Government, and 
of the real condition of the people, 5 b of all others the most 
difficult of comprehension. But it is nevertheless true, that 
the whole extent of cotton-twist and manufactured goods, 
printed and plain, imported into the Madras territories, by 
sea and land, amounts but to 2 d. per bead. 

■Wo havo searched for a prefer standard of compari-on 
but without success. Tho crown colonic. witMn the tropics, 
which nre said to be wretchedly governed as contrasted 1 
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■with the countries under the sway of the East India Com- 
• pany, arc so small in comparison with Madras, that the dis- 
proportion is ludicrous. Ceylon and Mauritius receive about 
a third more than the total imports of 'Madras, and pay 
about one eighth of it3 revenue.. IV e prefer, therefore, to 
quote the South American, States, where the Negro works 
for a kaTe maintenance, where the rulers have never been 
trained for the duties of government; and the hunter wears 
a dress of deer-skin, and seldom requires the aid of the 
‘dhohie. * Our authority is the Parliamentary return of 
“ British cotton manufactured goods exported in the year 
,1851,” from which it appears that Brazil and nine South 
American Republics, having in the whole a population of 
less than twenty-two millions, took more than four millions 
worth of manufactures, or a trifle less than four* shillings 
per head. One can account for slight discrepancies in the 
working of human institutions, but how. the slaves* and 
mestijos of South America should be able to purchase of one 
single cla«s of English manufactures, twenty-four times as 
much as the free, enlightened, and happily-guided Hindus, is 
a problem which wo n«k the public at largo to assist us in 
soiling. It is not compatible with any notion of honesty 
and wisdom on the part of the governors, or of any comfort 
on tho side of the people. 
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CHAP XXVIII 

THE CONDITION OF THp MADRAS RYOT DESCRIBED BY AUTHORITY — V 
FOLLY OF ATTESIPTESO TO INVEST CAPITAL IN THAT PRESIDENCY 


It requires thirty-seven thousand men to collect the revenue' 
of Madras, or more than three-fourths of the whole force of the 
fifty two regiments composing the native infantry of the 
southern army The cost of maintaining them is clo*e upon 
half, a million sterling, a sum which, if rateably distributed, 
gives about fourteen shillings a month to each individual 
employed It is of course hard to say how much is contri- 
buted by tbe country in addition Folks wlio pretend to 
have accurate information on these points a a sert that the 
rupee obtained from the ryot is always divided into two 
equal parts, one going into the general treasury, and the 
other remaining in the pouch of the subordinate tax ga- 
therer but the estimate is moat likely exaggerated "Where 
the knarry is greatest, and where poverty is most utter and 
desolate, the native tax gatherer will reap the greatest har- 
vest , he will he bribed heavily for allowing the rich man 
to cheat and the poor man to live 

The state of things disclosed in the foregoing pages might 
still be thought reconcilable with the existence of a race of 
peasant farmers elevated abo\c the sphere of labourin'* 


wretchedness but eucb is not tbe case Tho present 
Secretary for Government in the Revenue Department, 
Mr Bourdillon, published a pamjhlct in 1852 in which ho 
showed, from tho official hat of holdings for the rci enue year 
1848-49, that out of 1 071,588, tl o total numl er of leases 
excluding joint boilings m the fourteen principal rjotwnrry 
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districts, no fewer than 58 9,932, being con°idcrabIy more than 
half, were under 20s per annum each, averaging m fact only 
a small fraction above 8s each 201,065 were for amounts 
ranging from 20s to 40s, averaging le*s than 28s -6c? , 
97,891 ranged between 40s and 60s , averaging 49s 6 d 
In other word , nearly 900,000 leases out of a total of less 
than 1,100,000 were for amounts under 60s , and averaging 
le a s than 19s 6<? per annum 

- Upon the general condition of the people, Mr Bourdillon 
remarks as follows — 

]\ow it may certainly be said of almost the whole of 
the ryots, paying even the highest of the a e sums, and even 
►of many holding to a much larger amount, that they are 
always m poverty, and generally in debt. Perhaps one of 
this class obtains a email sum out of the Government 
advances for cultivation, but even if he does, the trouble 
that he has to take, and the time he loses in getting it, 
as -well as the deduction to which he is liable, render this a 
questionable gam. Tor the rest of his wants he is -dependent 
on the bazatanan To him his crops are generally hypothe- 
cated before they are reaped and it is 1 e who redeems them 
from the pos«c«»ion of the village watcher, hy pledging 
himself for the payment of the hi*t These transactions 
pass witl out any written engagements or memoranda be- 
tween tbe parties and the only evidence is the chetty a own 
accounts In general there is an adjustment of the accounts 
once a year, but sometimes not for several years. In all 
these accounts intercut is charged on the advances made to 
the ryot on the balance against him The rate of interest 
lanes with the circumstances of the case and the neces- 
sities of the borrower , it is probably seldom or never !e=s 
than twelve per cent per annum, and not often above 
twenty four per cent. Of cour c the poorest and mo=»t nc 
cc’sitous r\ ota hate to pay the highest. 

A ryot of this class of course lives from hand to mouth , 
he rarely sees money, except that obtained from the chetty 
to pay 1 is kiat the exchanges m the out villages arc very 
feu, and they aro usually conducted by barter His 
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ploughing cattle are wretched animals not worth more than 
from three and a half to six rupees each (seven to twelve 
shillings), and those, perhaps, not his own, because not paid 
for. HiVrude and feeble plough costs, when new, no mdre 
than two or three shillings; and all the rest of his few 
agricultural implements are equally primitive and ineffi- 
cient. His dwelling is a hut of mud walls and thatched , 
roof, far ruder, smaller, and more dilapidated than tho«c 
‘ »of the better classes of ryots above spoken of, and still more 
destitute, if possible, of anything tbat can be called fur- 
niture. His food, and that of his family, is partly thin 
porridge made of the meal of grain boiled in water, and partly 
boiled rice with a little condiment; and generally the 
only vessels for cooking and eating from arc of the coarsest 
S earthenware, much inferior in grain to a good tile or brick in 
England, and unglazcd. Brass vessels, though not wholly 
unknown among this class, arc rare. As to anything like 
education or mental culture, they are wholly destitute of it. 
Even among the more wealthy ryots, and indeed among 
all ranks throughout the country, with the few and rare 
exceptions where there is a missionary school, tho whole 
education consists in learning to read and write, with a little 
nritlimctic. The only books read are foolish and trifling, 
not to add Immoral, legends. There is no true know ledge 
communicated even on matters of physical science, or any 
useful training of the mind.” 

Wien wc look on the Indian ryot, wo see one ujion whom 
man’s curse presses harder than the Deity’s; when wo 
contemplate tho Madras Government, which, if it has not 
helped to make him what ho i*, takes care to keep him 
in the wretchedness which he inherits from his forefathers, 
wo are led to wonder at the combination of circumstances 
vtUViU , wvl "Why tho 

man who works and creates good should pine in nilserv, 
wlulst the useless mcmlx-r of society, die drag on the wheels 
or time, receives wealth and honour, is a strange and hum- 
bling tnj stery. 

At present, with the aid of a little concealed cultivation. 
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a few prayers tod entreaties, occasional sore bones, much 
lying and clironio abjectne^s of soul, the ryot manages to 
live , but the way of it is unknown to himself, and unhappily 
aa well to the good people of England 
"Wide as is the range of the English dominion m the East, 
various and exceptional as are the modes of raising revenue, 
costly and desirable as are the products raised within its 
border*, it is beyond all doubt that, under the present system 
of taxation, the public revenue can obtain no increase. 
A vast addition everywhere to the breadth of land cul- 
tivated, would add both to rent and diatoms , but the soil of 
Bengal has been sold in fee simple Bombay, settled 
mainly on the ryotwarry basis, must, in the nature of things, 
pass from bad to w orsc In Madras, tbo annual emigration 
more than balances the natural increase of the population 
In the north-weet, the village system is tumbling to piece*, 
and the land revenue has for years been stationary. Only 
one fourth of tile Pifhjaub is cultivated , the country re- 
quires outlets for trade, and recent events have drawn 
away a large portion of the male population for military 
service 

There arc many millions of acres of the finest land m the 
world 1) ing fallow in Pegu since the days, perhaps, when 
first iiplicivcd nbo\ c the waters , but the country lacks popu- 
lation, having only a million of souls throughout its whole 
extent of 30,000 square miles Not one fifth of the culti- 
vable area of British India is turned to account, and yet the 
limits of cultivation nppeor to have been reached God lias 
made the land fertile , but man bas reversed Ins decree, and 
consigned it to hopeless sterility 

IV hero is the remedy? Under the Company, or the 
Company’s Government, there is none to be hoped for TLo 
most cursory examination might have ratisncu the Court o? 
Director*, any time witlun the last quarter of a century , that 
the sole cause of the vast and permanent prosperity of 
Bengal is the perj ctual settlement wlncli they never cca*o 
to denounce and lament. The commerce of India has in- 
creased from two and a half millions, m 1813, to sixty -five 
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millions in 185G-7, and there is no limit to its further ex- 
pansion. Crowds of the native landholders nnd merchants 
accumulate princely fortunes ; and many a fair estate in 
England and Scotland has grown up from the savings of the 
few years’ labour at the desk or by the side of the indigo 
vnts. There is no lack of. the enterprise which would 
achieve results as favourable elsewhere. Calcutta is not the 
best outlet for trade, nor Bengal tbe only rich soil: the land 
is everywhere in India, the men and the capital are waiting 
at home ; nnd why arc they not brought together ? 

The answer is, simply because, beyond the limits of the 
Bengal Presidency, there is no permanency of tenure. In 
the north-west provinces and Bombay, the settlement is 
made for a short term ; in Madras and Pegu the tenancy is 
only yearly. In the Cis and Trans-Sutlej states, leases are 
given for twenty, or thirty years ; in the Punjaub proper, 
tbfe term is ten years, with a promise that it may be further 
prolonged. The tenant is in the situation of a leaseholder 
whose property docs not absolutely pass away from him at 
the end of his term, but which may be assessed at a rate 
which amounts to virtual confiscation. He may then be 
called upon to pay, not merely an enhanced rate for the 
soil, but an assessment upon the full value of his improi e- 
ments. The capital that he has sunk becomes a part of the 
fixed property of the landlord ; and he must either abandon 
it, or pay what is demanded of him. Such a state of things 
is never contemplated in the theory of the Court of Directors. 
They profess to see nothing which can possibly prevent the 
employment of British capital in any part of India, though we 
haye shown that four-fifths of the cultivable area of Madras 
lies waste, and is not likely to experience change. The fact 
of its fertility, the extent of its mineral 1 esources, the general 
excellence of the climate, the almost perfect security of 
property from violence, are generally known ; yet moneyed 
men forbear to build mills or dig mines, or become great 
landholders. 

The opportunities seem tempting, the facilities arc perfect ; 
why tlo not people avail tliomsclics of tlic clianco of get- 
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ting rich without much trouble* Simply because the Com- 
pany's system w i perpetual lion in the path of llic pettier 
What ia lna energy, however great, in the tin l«t of mmcr^tl 
wretchedness and nnathy? Mint cm Jus example efltct, 
when there arc none to imitate it? What marvel* cm Ins 
wealth exhibit, when all around arc poor to destitution? To 
take land in his own person yuul improve it, would he to court 
certain defeat If he quarrelled with n collector, lus rent 
would probablv bo raised, nnd lus plans of amelioration 
thwarted in ever} possible way If he offended the great 
man’s subordinates, he might count upon being harassed by 
scores of false suits, nnd exposed to a thou« mil losses nnd 
humiliations On the other hand, if he morel} pat down, 
and gave out that lie was willing to purchase jrodtict, lus 
task would be easy enough for the first twelve months, nftcr 
which difficulties would occur He could not olit un a mea- 
sure of nee ora cake of indigo without prcviousl} making 
advances , or, in other words, taking a mortgage upon Provi- 
dence* with only one signature to the bond If the next 
season turned out favourable, he woul l get back a' portion 
of lus money, ami perhaps mal c a fur profit upon it but a 
goo ill} balance would remain to be nccountcd for , next } ear, 
if bail harvests occurred, be must make up Ins mm 1 to get a 
new set of books, and begin with frc«U accounts and altered 
expectations If he perseveres for some years, lie finds it 
profitable to maintain a native lawyer, at a fixed salary, artd 
1 ecp a staff of permanent witnesses The occupation is 
neither pious nor profitable, and the moat enduring and 
reckless speedily become tired of it 
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CHAP. XXIX 

TIIE HESTTDY — IMPOSSIBILITY Or RAlSTXG MORE REVENUE UVDFR 
THE PRCSrNT SiSTEM 01 GOVERNMENT. — DIFFICULTY or OB- 
TAINTNO CORRECT INI ORMATION — COST OF CULTIVATION AND 
rrOTKAULB CULTURE — OVERinUOW OF THE SLAVE HOLDING 
INTEREST — THE BALANCE Or TRADE 

The task that wo lmve to perfoun is the changing of a re- 
heTUous into a contented people, of a deficient into a surplus 
levenue, to nboli«h tho slave trade and sla' cry, and enable 
England to be the imstie»s of her own destiny. The woik 
Seems heavy enough, hut holder labour has been undertaken 
by Englishmen before now — for le«s wages than can be paid 
in this case — and with tho certainty of no eventual profits 
Let us thoroughly comprehend our present position Indio 
must bo held by the English, tint is a point about which no 
discussion can be tolerated, but by no State device can we 
equalise, under the present system of taxation, its income and 
expenditure If wc could restore to-morrow the land, tho 
loj altj , and the fixed capital tliat hos been destroyed, still 
w ith the necessity for keeping up on addition'll force of twenty - 
five thousand Europeans the annual deficit would amount to 
some millions, with no prospect whatever of a change for the 
better 

The only fiscal resource as yet untried is a property and 
income tax , but it would utterly fail, owing to the msuper- 
nJdii difEnnltj/is. w. *h/t of iS, *}i/i 

what your supposed rich man po ses«cs On inquiry, his land 
would be found nominally m the hands of a score of holder*, 
lus Company s paper oil mortgaged for advances He would 
bury hi* coin, and hide his securities , and all tint we should 
gain by the attempt to moke income contribute to the Stole, 
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would be measureless ill will from the only class that now 
wi«h for the continuance of our rule The Hindoo and 
liu*«ulman method of accusing a man oF riches, and torturing 
lum into confc ion, is the sole mode of nu«mg duect taxation 
in the East, and our civilisation objects to it. 

"We mu t increase our deficit if we would vastly augment 
our surplus We must lay out English capital if we would 
have Engh«h profits M e mu t look upon India as a great 
joint stock property , of which all the Queen’s subjects arc 
entitled to have a share We have hut to yoke sun, soil, and 
human efforts together, and in hopefulne a of heart and bnun 
wait the outturn 

We have done nothing whatever for Bengal, except to 
bestow the land in perpetuity at a fixed rate of taxation We 
have steadily opposed the settlement of Europeans, and up 
held the worst judicial and police *y tem in the known world, 
and yet the sole fact that the zemindar holds his property iu 
fee simple, at a mete nominal rent, has made the soil «o va- 
luable, that estates nro scared) ever to be obtained by our 
countrymen on any terms, wbil t the export tonnage has in- 
crca-cd twelvefold within the last sixty 5 cars The land 
rent on the cultivated nrea only amounts to a shilling per 
acre, and the zemindar at least obtain* eix times that amount. 
The ry ot on the average gets a shilling a week , and the nativ c 
traders make enormous gains Bengal wants an Encumbered 
Rotates Act, and a lav, of Tenant Right , and then, v. uh 
1 ngh*U judges and a reasonably honest police, we di corn no 
limit to the grow Hi of trade and iroqicnty As matters 
stand, the sod of Bengal 1* far too valuable The zemind ir 
lords it in reality oyer all the trading interests of India, and 
has the English merchant and the native peasant equally 
andiviOcKA Vve, xviBt, 0. w. tins, aw. 

increase in the labourers’ earnings and of a value given to 
laud cl*cwhcn he nix. cquallj concerned in cheapening 
the co«t of 1 reduce, and ru«ing the rate of wage*. 

Vie have seen that, after paying the Government lint 
tax and the coU of cultivation, tl c five and a 1 alf millions of 
Madras families engaged m agricultural employment, have 
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only one shilling and eight pence pei month each to subsist 
upon We want to ruse that sum to ten shillings, -a range 
of income beyond then wildest dreams, which would give 
them seven millions sterling to lay out m the purchase oT 
our manufactures, and still leave a considerable surplus for 
extravagance or hoarding Four shillings monthly suffice 
to maintain a household in notous profusion, so far as food is 
concerned , and after laying out forty shillings in imports, 
the ryot would have a yearly balance of one third more than 
lus present total income 

o propose to effect tins change by reducing the land tax, 
over the whole of India, to two ^hillings per acre, and •elhng 
the fee simple of it for twenty shillings We should then be 
better off m the matter of revenue than the colonies of the 
Crown, where the land is disposed of outright for a pound 
an acre Theic should be no distinction of soils recognised, 
the object being to induce a rush for investment, and so draw 
out the lioaids of the capitalist. Land held in piopnetary 
right would of course only pay the annual assessment, the 
ow ners, if their title was clear, standing in the same category 
with the new pmchasers Works of migation should be 
I cpt up under the supervision of tiust«, as in England wc 
in untain the turnpil e loads and other corporate conveniences, 
the Government selling oi leasing such ns they have hitherto 
maintained Roads and canals should be made and repaired 
at the cost of the country, rates being levied for that purpose, 
and the inhabitants encouraged to look to the proper appli- 
cation of the funds 

^ Tlu, cultivator should m every case hate, during twelve 
months the right of pre cmption in the purchase of tlio land 
actually held by him under tillage, on paying tlic fit c per cent 
wlucli Government would gam by closing at once with the 
offer to buy At the end of that period no further impedi- 
ment should be offered to the entrance of the capitalist, whose 
co-operation m the worl is a matter of the utmost imi o’rt nice 
The r jot would fml jlcnt, of ftiourablc localities m wind, 
to lihour whilst cirmng the small sum rcq.rn.to to make him 
a landed ] roprictor 
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The co t of the reduction would be, m the case of Madn«, 
along the as«e» cd area at fourteen million* of acre , just tvv o 
ailhons sterling In Bombay it i» difficult to *ay what the 
Tact nun would reach , but a million and a half would cover 
t The North-W estern deficiency would be nil as jet, 
Sagpore, Oude, the Punjab, and Pegu ODly pay m the ag- 
gregate 1,655,0001 , and are scarcely as^c ed at three killings 
>er acre An allowance of a million is ample in the instances 
if the countries alluded to, which brings up the total reduction 
to four and a half millions 

IN itli regard to the North-West there i» the certainty that 
m the new arrangement* for taking land, nece^arj in con- 
sequence of the numerous confi cations that rau't ensue from 
the rebellion, and the destruction of title-deeds and records, 
rao^t men would prefer to receive the fee «unplc of their 
holdings, and pav a reduced «cale of taxation, instead ofre-en 
tenng under t be old oy«tcm of a terminable lease, subject to 
an enhanced rental at each renew al Whenever this occurred. 
Government would only be selling one-third of their annual 
rent at tv entj 3 cars’ purchase , but if the tenant elected to 
re maul on the old footing, of course the terms of the agree- 
ment must be earned out. It is not likely that extensive 
purchases would he madu, for a time, by the ryots in Oude or 
Pegu , but in the old presidencies and the Punjab, we calcu- 
late that every ruj cc would he drawn from the earth for the 
purpo c of being laid out m the purchas™ of land. It is 
almost the onlj mode in which men of capital can turn their 
savings to account, and once assured as they soon will be of 
the permanence of our rule, we shall see land as scarce ind 
valuable in all part* of India aa it is now m Bengal, and as it 
was but lately m the North-West provinces. There will bu 
an end to emigration after the fir*t «iv months of the now 
system of lan 1 tenure* 

Lc«* than 40 000,000 of acres additional brought into cul- 
tivation, a\oul 1 make up the whole dcficicncv of revenue, 
for at least l ,000,000? sterling would be *aved in the re- 
duction of revenue establishment*. Madras, in p roportion 
to it* population, should have 30,000,000 of acre* under 
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tillage , and many thousands of disbanded Sepoys and Go- 
vernment servants of all binds will be available for Held 
labour m 1858 Crowds of ryots would flock m from all 
the Native States, anxious to sbaro in tlie^ble=«ing3 of tbc 
new rule , and every man would have a real interest m the 
preservation of law and order. "We hardly expect to create 
a Paradise on tlie Bite of what is now Pandemonium , but at 
any rate we should succeed in making happiness a possibility, 
and put future revolt utterly out of the question 

And now to come to the question m winch the two hemi- 
spheres are vitally interested, — the prospect of getting cheap 
and abundant supplies of cotton, sugar, and other tropical 
produce It is beyond all doubt that India can grow any 
kind as well as any quantity of cotton Hi cry a ariety of 
climate, every degree of moisture is to be found within her 
ample borders Sugar, sdk, tea, seeds, ncc, and wheat can 
be raised to the full level of the demand for them, if that 
reached to the exclusion of Southern America and the 
Sln\c Islands from the markets of Europe Let us weigh a 
few agricultural and financial facts, and then make the fitting 
comparisons . 

A man and his family can do the work of two labourer*, 
and they will be rich if in the receipt of 0/ per annum 
They can cultivate with ca=e five acres of land, grow mg, say, 
one aero of sugar cane, one of cotton, nnd three of ncc or oil 
seeds To avoid the chance of error, we will like each 
acre separately, both for co9t, product, and outturn of 
cultivation 


We must premise by saying that the difficulty of obtain- 
ing reliable information for general u«e upon questions of 
Indian social cconomj is as great as that wlucli stands in 
tho way oF acquiring political knowledge An A®"bj- 
* Indian, who fancies that lie thorough!} understands the 
state of affairs in tho East, stumble* perhaps upon a body of 
ci.dcnco upon Indian topics tilucli utterly confounds Inin 
lie tons lmncstly, on bcinj; quest, oned, (let the secretory 
to Got eminent „ not such a pc„o„ a, ,s represented b, the 
mtnees, (bat be ,s meapal lo „f do,n K „„y t l, mg eo fi,..,. 
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or tyrannical as the act ascribed to him The army, instead 
of being discontented, and m a state of disorganisation, is 
■well satisfied, and in the highest state of efficiency The 
land tax is by no means oppressn e , the collectors have 
nothing to say to the standing crops The Suddei Coint 
has a couple of able judges in. it , and the English function- 
aries in the lower tribunals are not all ignorant of law, as 
would seem to be inferred The indignant critic goes on, 
perhaps, till out of breath and scant of chanty, and then 
discovers that the testimony impugned relates to Bombay or 
Madras, whilst bis own experience is wholly confined to 
Bengal. The machinery of government is nearly alike in 
construction, and the parts are called by the same names — a 
ryot m Bengal is identified with the cla«s of ryots all over 
the surface of the English dominions , but in pther respects, 
the Company s servants and subjects in one presidency know 
as little of each other as Spaniards know of Frenchmen, and 
transact the business of their lives in entirely different ways 
The diversity tells heavily against the mtcie&ts of the 
people when questions have to he decided at home which 
demand, for their vviso settlement, the attention of more than 
a singlo individual There i*, at this moment, but one 
man in the Last India direction who can pretend to the 
slightest. knowledge of Mndras affairs, and he is a general who 
retired from the countrj Eomo years since Men who have 
achieved reputation as nule administrators in one part of the 
I ast will honestly admit their ignorance of the state of 
things which prevails elsewhere ,and lvow should it be other- 
wise, if their \ lea of n special aptitude for the performance of 
their own proj cr tn«ks is a valid one? 3 ho languages 
spot en, the methods of ruling taxation, the habits and man- 
ners of the natnes, arc nil peculiar to each great section of 
the Queen s Eastern possessions, ami require, on the part of 
the 1 ngh»hman, facilities for learning, and an interest in 
rightly understanding them Take from the Court of Last 
Appeal the elements which are either hurtful or innocuous in 
the way of arriving at a just decision, and, wl cn your body 
of Directors is dwindled down to a solitarv i cr-on add the 
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influence of tlic fact tint lie Ins been several years aw a} 
from India, and only 1 new it ns nn ofiicnl , and the conclu- 
sion mu«*t be, that great things a3 well ns small ones arc 
left to the rule of thumb 1 lie persons charged to decide 
upon matters of vitil concernment to Indn may Ime the 
lull to do justice m mo*t eases, but it is bejond then powei 
to administer it, if knowledge of the subject is requisite for 
tint purpose 

In as igning credence to official statements, equal care 
must be taken to a°ccrtam the diameter of the facts upon 
which they ate based The mode in which average* aic 
struck is one of the most fruitful souices of erroneous 


impressions In preparing statements on the incidence of 
taxation, the Indian authorities adopt a principle which gi\ea 
lcsults that are as correct as tho«e of a pioce*3 which, adding 
the wages of half a dozen firm labourers to the rental of the 
Dul e of Bedford, w ould make out that each had an income 
of 30,0001 per annum The Madias statists put down the 
irea of cultivation in tint pie'idcncy at twenty millions of 
acres, and show that the tax only amounts to 3s Gd pci 
acre, whilst, according to the statements of the Bo\cnue 
Board, sugar in Madras is not cultivated, “ m general,’ on 
lands assessed below 21s or above 48s pei acre, the plain 
English of which is, that the collector takes caie that fcu 0 ar 
land shall not paj le«s than the smaller amount , and the 
range of prices in the English market forbids attempts on 
the pait of the ryot to raise it under the higher =cale of 
taxation It is a positne fict, that in 1832 the tax imposed 
Upon sugar lands varied in Tinnnelly from 13s to 8/ 3s Gd 
The Government have, witlnn the last twelvemonth, reduced 


the assessment in I3ellary with regard to five classes of land 
fixing the highest at 18s, and the lowest at 15s per acre 
Tfwctas aemlmg to the saw e icnAt crop out with reference to 
the North-Western Provinces The nicragc of taxation 
which, according to T lorn tons Gazetteer, is 3s 2d on the* 
total assessed area, g.ves no clue to the teal extent of the 
Government demand, winch, ns m all other parts of InO.a 
not permanently settled, wo, merely regulated by the abthty 
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ofjhc cultivator to pat Take from tlic ivorth-IVest system 
its distinguishing characteristics, of a return of one third of 
the gro e s produce to the holders of the propnetan nght and 
tiie granting of thirty jear*’ le-uc^, and it would he found 
* ! carccl} to differ in essentials from the ry otw any, which 
the advocates of the former condemn and repudiate 

An acre of land will grow, with careful irrigation, 200 lbs 
of clean cotton and a ton of oil seeds. The cost of cultiva- 
tion will be aa follow* — 

± x d 


Rent and interest of purclm-i, money 0 4 0 

Seed k rc of bullocks, and co t of water OH 0 
Proport on of annual income l 4 0 

2 2 0 

And the outturn will he — 

200 ll>* of clean cotton 1 2d per lb 1 13 4 

One ton of o 1 «ccds It 4* per cwt 4 0 O 

5 13 4 

Profit on tins cultivation of one acre £3 11 4 


Sugar cultivation will yield the following result — 

£ * d. 

0 4 0 

1 0 0 
1 4 0 

•ISO 

The product in this case, single crop, will be — 

1500 lb of oril nary "Madras sugar a! Sx. 
per cwt 5 4 0 

Profit upon one acre £° 16 0 

Rice and oil eeds mixed, a double crop, will °liow the fol 
lowing — 

£ s d 
0 4 0 
0 10 0 
14 0 


Rent ai d interest 

Cost of cultivation anil water 

Proport on of annual income 


Bent and mtere t 
Cult mt on 

Proport on of annual income 


4 IS 0 



3G2 


nrniND rnr clouds 


CHIP XXIX 


£ x (t 
1 15 0 
4 0 0 

3 15 0 

The profit in this instance being £3 17 0 

Implicit reliance may be placed on the above figures, which 
slioo, in round numbers* a profit of more than 3/ per aero 
upon the four articles of produce cultivated, after the ryots’ 
income has been deducted Cotton grown in the North- 
western Provinces, has yielded ns much as 3801b* to the 
acre, sugar ru ed m Madras Ins given considerably oier 
two tons The experience of a Chinaman would put these 
statistics to shame, as affording proof of what might be made 
from such an area of soil , and in due time u c shall have 
India as well irrigated, and almost as densely peopled, as the 
Celestial Empire The difference between barrenness and 
the most glorious fertility is merely a question of water , and 
between wretchedness nud prosperity, a matter of low rent 
and permanent tenure 

Let us now gee what would be the cost of the above com- 
modities to the people of Europe, allowing for all charges 
incurred, and profits expected If we as ume that the 
produce is raised at an average distance of 200 miles from 
the port of shipment, and the cost of carriage is 2 d per ton 
per mile, w e shall surely cover all the expenses of transit 
The cotton and the gram of Pegu will not coat a tenth part 
of that amount, and along the 1600 miles of seaboard belong- 
ing to the Madras Pre idency, there is land enough to supply 
all the requirements of England far within the limits now 
assigned. But wc arc content to let the figures stand , they 
ofcurw as follow s — 


And the outturn will be — 

Clean nec 10 cwt. 1j CtL pc* cwt 
0 1 seeds 1 ton fi> Is 



cdit mix moriTS or Tnr r artm nsmr. 

Cation 

3C3 

,1 

Co«t of raw rnitcml per lb 

2 

. Carnage to the coast 

01 

Baling and screwing 

01 

Slapp ng charges 

0} 

lrcight ii 20s per halo of COO lbs 

oi 

Insurance anil other charges 

01 

Cost in Liverpool on rli pper i account per lb 

3J 


Wo n«crt, without hesitation, tint at the nhotc rate, and 
under the conditions laid down, any quantity of excellent 


cotton can he produced in India and Pegu, yicldin 
stated to the growers 

g the profit 

Sigar 

t d 

Cost of raw material per cwt 

8 0 

gunny bag 

0 3 

Carriage to coast per cwt. 

1 8 

Charges, "6 10 per cent 

1 0 

I re ght 3> SOj per ton and insurance 

4 6 

London charges 

1 f 

Cost to sell without profit or loss 

1C 11 

JRicc 


Cost of clean rice per cwt 

3 G 

Gunny hag nnd shipping 

1 0 

Freight it 80s per ton 

4 0 

Insurance and London charges average 

1 3 

Cost to the shipper 

9 9 

Oil Seeds 

£ * d 

Cost of mustard or gingelly per quarter 

0 19 0 

Gunny bag insurance and shipping charges 

0 4 6 

Fre ght t) DO* per ton 

1 2 6 

London charges 

0 4 0 

Cost to the sh pper 

2 10 0 
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On the 7 th of November Hat, under great depression of 
prices, Madras native sugai averaged an bond, 23s 6r/ , in 
July the same quality u as worth 37s The lowest rate 
would give the merchant a profit of- more than 6/ per ton , 
and at what may be called, under the present state of things, 
the natural value, he would realise at least double that 


amount, oi more than a hundred and seventy pei cent on 
his outlay of capital Adopt a± once our proposed scale of 
taxation m Madras and 'despite the want of roads and rna 
clunery for crushing the cane, sugar could be made at a profit 
to the grower when the native merchant only obtained from 
the slnppei 5s 6d per -cn t , which would reduce the cost 
of the article, laid down m London, to 14$ 5d 

Madras cotton was quoted at Liveipool on the 7th of No- 
vember at 4 %d The advance of a farthing m the price of 
cotton adds a million sterling to the outlay of the manufac- 
turers , but what would be the gam when w e could not only 
import cotton of the piesent quality at an aggregate reduc- 
tion of 5,000,000/ , but suit at the same rate all the require- 
ments of the spinner’ It needs but a glance at the samples 
on view at the India House, to convince the public that 
water and tendance only are requisite to rai^o from tho in- 
digenous seed nearly all the varieties of cotton now in use 
Three years of English culture would set the question of 
Indian sufficiency in this respect at rest for e\cr 

Hon cheaply rice can be grown, and how pleasant annex- 
ntion may be made to a people who a9 yet scarcely know us 
except ns traders, may be ascertained from a glance at tho 
present condition of the inhabitants of the eastern coast of the 
Bay of Bengal, as compared with what it was under the rule of 
the Burmese. The taxation fixed by the Court of At a con- 
sisted of an import of about ten shillings sterling levied on each 


homestead, and an equal amount charged upon each j okc of 
buffaloes, m lied of land rent Our government 1ms retained 
the capitation tax but lms substituted, for the charms on cattle 

„ H„d tax .ftvro. ll roe .and four rlnlhng, „„ „ crc , 

Oic quality uf soil The aggregate Hum non Ic, ,cd „ Imrfli 
greater than the regular taxation fixed hj tlicBunnc-e hut. 
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whereas the hundred bidets of table rice, -weighing 7400 lbs , 
formerly sold at Rangoon for 18s on the average, the same 
quantity now realises 51 

" It would pay us well a3 a nation, to dispense entirely with 
taxes in the case of a people who would con°cnt to give us rice 
at threepence per cwt We compensated the Mughs of Arra- 
can and the Karens of Pegu for the lo's of their independence, 
it they ever had, oi cared to proven c such a gift, and might 
safely go to a popular election in that part of the world on 
the question of the maintenance of British sovereignty 
The objects tint we have kept steadily m view, apart from 
the irapro\eraent of the condition of the ryot, aic the incen- 
tives to tho employment of capital m the cultivation of land, 
and a va^t increase of production As matters now stand, 
c\cry mill that is built tends to make cotton dearer , for, toil 
as it may, production cannot overtake consumption The 
buyers increase faster than the sellers, and bo long as that is 
the case, it is hopeless to expect a diminution in the price of 
the raw material The manufacturer is obliged to pay fir 
more than the worth of the inferior aiticlc, because he cannot 
get enough of the better sort Every- advance in the price 

of American cotton, which the grower improves to the best 
of bis ability, is a bounty to the Asiatic agriculturist, who 
will make no change in Ins modes of culture or dressing lflie 
can help it The Englishman id obliged to take the adulte- 
rated stufT, whether lie likcs.it or not, simply becau s c that, 
had ns it i«, it la better than nothing Tlic effect of high 
prices in the home market for East India produce tends more 
to cliaDgc the nature of the cultivation, than to increase 
the breadth or improic the quality Cotton lands are made 
to grow sugar, or vice a cr- i Advances arc made by the 

native traders to the ryots during the time tint high rates 
rule inEuropc , and tl c article i Delia crc'i perhaps at a peiiod 
of great deprc*'ton, when value Ins been forced down below 
ita natural lc\ cl. All trading under such circumstance a par- 
takes more or le»s of a gambling character , and the European 
merchant is mainly the lo cr If demand is active, buyers 
c mpetc with each other, and prices go up cnormomlv , and 
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jf it Aig", tho natn o middleman lias made so much profit by 
]»a previous transaction 1 *, and Inca at each a trifling co*t, 
tint he can nflord to hold on, and wait till the necessity for 
fulfilling chattel's, or of finding freights for vessels consigned on 
commission, compels tlio English liouso to buy on the native’s 
terms, as an alternative preferable to that of sending slaps 
away in ballast In Calcutta, where tho supply is enormous, 
and tho native merchants aro more acquainted with the true 
principles of commerce, tho Inttcr Btatc of things can scarcely 
prevail, but it is quite common nt Akyab or Rangoon for 
merchants to be forced to pxy a great deal more than the real 
market value of groin, because the first holders, being few in 
number, and very wealth} , are enabled to keep back supplies 
till the ships* lajmg dajs have run out, when the merchant 
is either obliged to surrender at di*crction, or lose* the full 
amount of ficight That mischievous povv or i«, of cour c, nt 
an end, when tho proper bnlance beta ecu supply and demand 
is obtained, and commcrco can be earned on to the mutual 
benefit of all parties engaged 

The result of lmpoiting a high value to cultivation will he, 
of couisc, to improve the quality a3 well as to increase the 
quantity of nil Eastern products Englishmen will grow 
cotton, sugar, and nco as they non grow indigo and with 
the same good effects Caro and continual irrigation will en- 
tirely change the cl nracter of the great staples , and capital- 
ists will be encouraged to make advances when they are Sure 
of obtaining what they Lave bargained for The grower 
would never want a market, tho shipowner would never lack 
i freight , and the merchant might count upon always real- 
ising a profit. 

The profit of moie than three pounds per acre, allowed 
everywhere to the proprietors of the soil, will doubtless be 
objected to in some quarters, but we hold that, if the pro- 
duction of raw material can bo doubled or quadiupled, no 
amount of gam si ould be grudged to the men who accom- 
pMi it e can never cheapen ptoducc, so lonr. ns the de- 
mand is greater than the supply Ihe m „st bo filled in 
the first instance , andivh-lt runs over goes to the share of the 
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public. When the existing vacuum is entirely filled upj the 
next ounce tells m fa\our of the buyer From getting the 
same rate of prices as the owners of slave labour, the Indian 
grower would be gradually brought into competition with the 
former After awhile a struggle would commence as to 
which interest, that of free or servile labour, should supply 
the worlds markets , and the contest must of ncce**ity termi- 
nate on the aide of emb ation No efforts of slavery could 
avail against the countless millions of willing labourer*, 
happy in the enjoyment of family earnings amounting to 
fontpcnce "halfpenny a day, Sundays excluded "What they 
now want in the way of useful knowledge, avail be imparted 
to them No men arc more industrious or more desirous to 
earn money "We liave only to show them how a compe- 
tency is to be realised, and they are sure to achieve it 
Until the world can stumble on another India, or weaio 
false to ourselves and our forefather 4 ', wc shall he able, under 
the non social system, to occupy the foremo t place amongst 
the nations, in reality as well as m appearance At This 
moment our condition resembles that of the Hindoo universe, 
winch is supported on a snake, which rc«ts on a tortoise, 
which latter re*ts upon nothing Our prosperity has no solid 
foundation It could scarcely vxut, and perhaps we should 
scarcely care to uphold it, if national independence were 
wrenched from it, and so long as wc are dependent on a 
single f< reign nation for the means whereby alone millions 
of our best citizens are enabled to cxi e t, we cannot be said to 
be actually masters of our own fate There is a choice 
left to us. In a period of hostility, which may one day 
overtake u*, wc mu e t cast our lot cither with the beggar 
or the slave, but the alternative 13 not a pleasant one 

Members of Parliament and directors m Lcadenhall 
street ash wlnt becomes of the immense supplies of bullion 
tint go forward by every mail to India , and the question is 
ca«ilj answered. The average value of Indian exports is 
doubled , hut the rjot gets little or none of the increase, and 
run and sundnne co«t no more to the grow er than of old 
fetich portion of the middlemans profit as be can employ 
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■w itli adtanlngc in extending production, is directed to that 
end , and after he has clothed himself according to the custom 
of his tnbe, and decked Ins wife with jcu cH the re’fc 
returns to the soil from whence it originally came Ilclns no 
opera to subscribe to, no turf to patronne, no wine morel ant’s 
or milliners hills to pay IIis son9* education maj coat him 
perhaps twenty pounds a jear, if his family is numerou* 
IIis daughters' accomjlishmcnts arc taught, from first to last, 
in what we should term the nursery He makes and 
spends money, lives and 13 buried, after the fashion of his 
fathers 

Level tho homes of our Manchester operatic cs, and let 
each family reside m a mud hut, with a grass mat for bed 
and bedding, a couple of three legged stools for furniture, 
and for cooking utensils an earthen pot Tor clothing Jet 
the worker have a cotton rag round Ins waist, for food a 
handful of the cheapest gram — let himself, his wife and 
family , exist fiom infancy to old age without comfort, know- 
ledge, or religion, — without a sense of decency or a hope of 
amelioration more than is possessed by the beasts that perish, 
and then if the w orl of Ins hands brought the same price as 
now in the world a market’ and the mill owners spent each 
but a hundred a year, we should hue i o trouble m finding 
out why gold and sih er were more largely imported, and 
where the greater portion went to Do we wish to restore 
wliat a certain section of political economists call * the 
balance of trade m favour of England ’ We hare only to 
g vc the Indian ryot an equal interest with the Manchester 
spinners in the fruit of hia labour To contend that tl e 
former lias no desire to be well fed and clothed tl at his wife 
has no lo\ e of finery and 1 is children no capacity for instruc- 
tion is to mock common sense, and deep se the responsibilities 
of civilisat on 
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XiKT us )i:uo the right to buy hinds anj where m Iniln, and 
With lawyers for judges, and Englishmen for zcmituKr*, we 
should take little heed as to the composition of the govern- 
ing power That portion of the Anglo-Indian population, 
which has tic largest amount of interest in tho well being 
of the country, only cares to interfere in public affurs for 
self-defence , but, from the nature of thing*. Government in 
the 1 ast has so much to do w itli social questions, nnd lias 
done its work so hadlj, that men who would as soon tlunk 
of meddling with state matters in Calcutta, as of neg- 
lecting their business for parish politics at home, have 
been obliged to come forward and agitate for a total change 
in the sj stem of rule Their anus are solely directed to 
the*advancement of the English in India, hut inasmuch ns 
they cannot benefit their own important class, without at 
the same time Berwng the interests of tho people, they 
deserve the support of the home public 

In dealing with this creat matter, we put classes and 
cliques equally aside We have no respect for the Indian 
Government, because its members belong to the middle 
ranks, and no abstract dislike to the wider influence of the 
imperial authority, on the score that it is usually exercised 
by titled persons It is said with justice that appointment* 
made by the ministry of the day, are rarely bestowed with 
reference to the capacity of tho individual promoted, but 
n n 
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there is no leason to suppose, that m the selection of candi- 
dates for the highest offices, the Court of Directors are a 
whit mote considerate, and it is not always that lucl y 
discretions protect the public from the consequences* of 
unwise partiality Tools and firebrands have sat in the 
highest seats before now, and will do so again, whether the 
choice of selection rest with the Crown or the Company One 
day youi ablest man is a soldier, and the grey-headed cm 
Inn a type of imbecility The next yon arc called upon to 
admire a Dalhousie or a Thomason, the choice of each and 
all being equally the result of accident. * It is the merc=t 
chance whether the Commander in Chief is a Napier or a 
Godwin , fate and the exigencies of party dominate over all 

Even if we could obtain a guarantee, tint the ablest 
member of the services should always be at the head of tho 
Government, it would by no means follow, that wc should 
witness the adoption of a liberal and enlightened pohej 
Dong residence in India narrows the understanding and 
strengthens the prejudices of a man, however gifted he may 
be by nature Obliged to enact the despot for the better part 
of bis lifetime, ho becomes incapable at last of identifying 
himself with the bro id principles of popular progress. IIo 
has never been accustomed to deal with the rights of the 
people, the good and the evil that he lias done, have pro- 
ceeded from his own volition, or the mandate of his 
superiors Remonstrance displeases and opposition pro- 
votes him lie abhors publicity, and chafes at the etrictprcs 
of the prcs9 Wc know members of the service to whom 
none of these oljcctions npplj, "ho sympathise with ever} 

I Ian of improvement and would make Government instca 1 
of being ns it is, the mystery of Quad s, a thing to bo under 
stood and reverenced But tlicj nrc sadly fen m number, 
an 1 labour under the disability of not being admired in Jit"!» 
places 

ho one can den; the soundness of the axiom, tint it i* 
r r tbo general p wd tl.lt tlio nllc-t nnn dirndl nln.Ti, b, 
n, i* inlc.1 to iflici, lull, out nttnn t, t ], c c |„, |' | r 
longed to, mil nil uc c inten 1 fur u, lint no bod, oftncii. 
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however well selected, shall be allowed to monopolize the 
government of an empire 

At forty years of age, a man of good character may entci 
the church, the law, or the army Bishops, cbief-justiccs, 
and generals of approved ability, have commenced, even 
later m life, the career m which they were destined to he 
famous , and why should not similar facilities for the exercise 
of genius, learning, and enterprise be afforded in the Civil 
Service of India ? No one expects that the outsider should 
be planted at once in the front tanka It is only governors 
that are made oot of the purely raw material, but just 
as you allow a "Wilde to exchange his profession of attorney 
for that of advocate, which chance shall, in due time, enable 
him to become Lord Chancellor — just as a Graham, sor- 
rowing for the loss of his wife, is permitted to become an 
ensign at fifty, and afterwards Lord Lynedoch, the victor 
of Baros«a — should a capable man he suffered to make his 
way to an Indian judgeship — Providence, which has not 
made ability the sole product of a single country, or the 
attribute, of a particular clas®, punishes, in the prevalence 
of foolish counsels, the attempt to support such a monopoly 
as that of the East India Company Of course, there will 
he many to point out the dangers of such a policy, but only 
a few yeat3 since it was as vigorously contended that the 
interests of India and England were intimately bound up 
v\ ltli the Company’s trading system If tea was bought by 
any other than covenanted *serv ants, and earned home by 
any other tl an Company’s ve" j el a , you might enneh a few 
grasping speculators, but it would be at the expense of 
Bnti*h supremacy m the East 

Since that change was effected, which the ablest servants 
of tha East India Company, including Sir Thomas Munro 
and Sir Charles Metcalfe, so much deprecated, the Indian 
trade lias increased from two and a half millions annually to 
Sixty millions, and there is reason to suppose that, by opening 
up the service to the competition of the whole empire, men ns 
well ns youth®, the profit m politics will be as great as the 
benefits in commerce In India, at this moment, there arc 
» n 2 
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sc res of lirst-mte men mailable for the public scivicc, of nil 
clrs3e3 and colours , ami why should the state be denied the 
benefit of their labours? Wc liuc no objection to the 
maintenance of the present system of recruiting the raflbs 
ot the Cml Service, but it docs not exhaust the stool of 
ability, and in man) instances f uls to disclose the presence 
of it The dunce at school often turns out a successful 
ad mi n is tr it or, and the winner of the prize at the examina- 
tions a pool bookworm There is work to be done in India, 
such as mere scholarship can hardly forward The tasks are 
various, and let us, if such are to be fbund, ever) where 


intrust them to fitting hands 

It is rank cowardice on the paTt of the public to give wray 
to the fear of making the minister of the day too powerful 
Such an objection to the overthrow of the India House was 
v did enough when Pailiament was a close assembly, ruled by 
class influences, and the newspaper wa3 made up of advertise 
menta and go«sip If the nation is true to itself, why should 
it dread a lord ? If men are too idle to qualify themselves to 
pionounce a just verdict on the conduct of those placed above 
them, or too timid or dishonest to say wlnt they 1 now ought 
to be said, no scheme that the wit of mortals can devi e will 
obtain for them the ble«sings of good government Under 
any system of rule, the ft ol will creep into the post of honour, 
nnd the knave will get to be trusted, unless a never ceasing 
w itch is maintained by the people Let us cast our lines 
everywhere, on the surface, and in the depths of society, and 
take for public use the best of the haul The capable man 
will need to be looked after as well a3 his opposite , but the 
one in that case is sure to achieve good, the other can only 
be kept from doing harm 

The late change, by which entrance into the Cml Service 


was made the prize for competition amongst the pupils of the 
great seminaries of learning, was a great step m advance of 
tlut system, which maintained a dozen families for the sole 
purpose of raising tl.e future got crnor« of the Erst, »nd left 
,l,c genera puU.e dependent on female stcrd.tv But an- 
other greet reform ,3 needed Wc rcgu.re, ns .ell, tint 
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appointments m the army should be throw n open to all the 
'ulventuroua and able. Let Government take a fourth of the 
whole number of nominations to be dealt with as human 
infirmity may augge t, and let us bestow the reat upon the 
mo't de erring applicant for military distinction 

The employment of more European agents in India will 
be a necessity under the new system of rale There will be 
work for the politician, but more for the magistrate and 
overseer AYhen the civilian has nothing to do with law, 
and the collector merely Eits m his Cutcherry to regulate the 
receipt of revenue, the labour of governing will be materially 
Simplified, and officials will be sufficiently paid at half their 
present rates of income IVe shall find in the army a large 
reserve of practical ability , and can, at any time, lay our 
hands upon men who have been acclimatised, and obtained a 
certain knowledge of the country Their constant een«e of 
the lmpo* ilnlity of achieving civil di*tinction without much 
study, would call forth whatever of faculty they had within 
them The boatman who would contend in the race takes 
care that his oar shall never be long out of the water 

A list should be opened m London, wherein every young 
man among*! the Queen’s subjects, -who bad pa* 3 ed a preli- 
minary examination, should be permitted to inscribe his name 
At stated season* a number of candidates should be drawn bj 
ballot, and examined as to tlicir proficiency in the course of 
etu lj laid down, the most coraj ctcnt being selected to re- 
ceive coiattu«nans. On arm mg in India they «hould be 
po a tcd to regiments, and made to do duty for not lc*s than 
two jear*, at the end of which time they would he eligible 
for stall employment, on posting in the language of the dis- 
trict in wl ich they were to labour "We woulJ do away with 
♦J.e. <s.vJL of tailing am officer from Ins regiment,, tn 

sj>end the J nmc of his days tn staff duties, and sending ] mi 
J ack to ctmmand the corp*, when both intellect and actmfj 
were cither gone allowed er or greatly deteriorated. At t! c 
‘ cn 1 of three \ cars, the absentee el oul J elect to remain on the 

itsT, or back to 1 is regiment. If he clto-c tlic former, h* 4 
jlacc «ht»uld be filled up by the junior next in succession, afiu 
■ S3 
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henceforth his military rank would bo purely nominal it® 
should be styled Captain or Major when lie would have 
attained those grades in the corps , but if obliged to leave 
the staff, cither from sickness or incapacity, he should never 
be allowed to return to the army Whatever interest he 
could make should only be available to get lnm returned to 
civil employment If he was unfit, either morally or Intel 
lectually, for the one set of tasks, be should not be declared 
good enough for the performance of the other Under such 
a 8j stem men, who had interest enough to get appointed* 
w ould hesitate as to their u<*e of it, and take more heed of 
their conduct when they had abandoned the w on>e paid but 
surer position of a subaltern in the army Officers who had 
no fnenda to push them forward, or who find a love for tliO 
military profession, would rejoice m the appointment of a 
Benior to the staff Every such case would be as profitable 
to their interests as a death vacancy, and far more pleasant, 
we would hope, to their feelings. They would rejoice at 
what is now consideied usually a hardship, and often an insult 
to them Those who (lid the work of soldiering would get 
its rewards , and we should have no more instances of men, 
after spending a lifetime m civil employment, and in the 
receipt of high pay, coming back to command their corps 
over the heads of majors who had never left their regiments, 
or received more than mere artny allowances Both ckasacs 
would be greatly benefited by being restricted to the choice 
of a profession, and secured in the enjoyment of the privileges 
which properly belong to it 

But whilst wc hold out tins immense boon to the middle 
classes, who find it so difficult to get employment for their 
younger branches, — whilst wc provide for a largo accession 
to the stock of available administrative ability, and do away 
with the licart-burnings which now prevail in the army, — 
wc must not ignore the existence of indigenous capacity m 
the East. There arc crowds of men — 3 uropcm, East In- 
dian, and native — who seek employment and can exhibit 
proofs of fitnc's, for it, and wo tnn«t remember, too that 
whilst the home-bred cand date for office has nil the world 
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before him wherein to pick out a sphere for exertion, iho c 
men arc restricted to the opportunities afforded in the place 
of their birth. A great many of them actually perform the 
tasks for which civilians draw high salaries, and some po«*c'9 
an aptitude for work which defies rivalry "We would allow 
them m all cases to come in and prove their claims to share 
m whatever was held out as the reward of proved fitne»s in 
India, and abolish altogether the prevailing distinction be- 
tween covenanted and uncov enacted employment. Ihc men 
appointed at home should always have work and pay, but 
we would do away at once, and for c\cr, with the system 
which makes certain offices the sole heritage of tho°c 
who hold civil or military commission 0 It is not difficult 
to detect the mtere°t which such per*ons have in the con 
tmuancc of the present monopoly , hut what compensates 
the public for its existence 9 If the official at the head of 
financial affaire is totally ignorant of all that he should know, 
it is surely no set-off against a deranged money-market and 
a damaged state of public credit, to show that he is a member 
of the Civil Service, and not a mere adventurer. East Indian, 
or native, eelected only because be po°ses=ed knowledge an 1 
abibty In Ceylon, seven years since, the Queen’s Advo 
cate, and member of the Legislative Council by virtne of his 
position, was a gentleman of the darkest shade of colour, 
yet no one grumbled at an appointment which m this case 
was filled hy the able t man in the inland. If East Indians 
can collect customs in Eangoon and elsewhere, why should 
they not do so in Bengal and Madras 9 If adventurers are 
good enough to be deputy commissioners on rare occasions in 
Pegu and the Pnnjaub, why should they he kept in general 
upon a lower °cale of pay, and taught that the nch prizes, of 
the service are exclusively for tho°e who have received their 
appointments at home? If one man 13 eet to do certain 
tasks, and steadily and ably gets through them upon no 
principle of fairness to the individual or advantage to the 
public can we withhold from him the rate of remuneration 
which i° given to others employed in like manner 

The system of promotion m the navy hears some resem 
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bl'ince to tlie state of tilings which pretails in the East; hut 

though a lieutenant is often allowed to grow grey in the Queens 

service, he is never made to believe that a positive class infe- 
riority is the cause of his being passed over for promotion. 
He accounts himself as good a gentleman as the post-captain, 
and never regards his own elevation as a sheer impossibility. 
Were it otherwise, the nation might raise an outcry, and tic 
efficiency of the fleet would be in danger; but the injustice 
which would not be tolerated for a moment in the one hemi- 
sphere is universally inflicted in the other. The civil and 
military servants of the East India Company form literally 
two castes, who, by virtue of their covenants or commissions, 
engros*, to the absolute exclusion of all other Englishmen, 
all the dignified and lucrative offices m the East. The wife 
of the high civilian may look down upon the family of the 
military man a3 being “ trash from the fort;" but both unite 
in the feeling of unmeasured contempt for all without the 
pale of privilege. And they have a right to be proud of 
their position ns matters are managed and worth estimated m 
that part of the w orld ; for, let the emergency be ev cr eo 
great, or the stock of capacity ever so small, no "uncove- 
nanted ” person has n chance of holding high rank even for 
an hour. If he is thrust in, like a handful of tow, to stop a 
leak which would otherwise speedily send the ship to the 
bottom, everyone knows that he is but a temporary plug, to 
be thrown aside at the first convenient moment. 

This state of things will of course be abolished under the 
Queen’s Government; it could only exist under a corporation 
like the East India Company, and makes the cost and the 
result of ruling exhibit vciy difFcient results from what 
ought to be produced. Some men find it hard enough to 
bear with the existence of an aristocracy ; but merit in every 
quarter of the globe can find an entrance into the ranks of 
the nobility. It was re-erved for n knot of merchants to 
establish n system of exclusiveness such as the world never 
saw bcforc,4ind is not likely to witness again. 
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From the Calcutta Gazette 

LcgliUltae Council, UtH June t&ST 

The following Act, passed by the Legislative Council of India, received 
the assent of the Bight Honourable the Governor General this day, nnd 
is hereby promulgated for general information 

Act No XV. or 1857 

“ An Act to regulate the establishment of Printing Presses, and to re- 
strain in certain cases the circulation of printed books and papers ’ 

Whereas it is expedient to prohibit the keeping or using of printing. P ,„ n 
presses, types, or other materials for printing, in any part of the tern 
tones in the possession and under the government of the East India 
Company, except with the previous sanction and license of Government, * 
and under suitable provisions to guard against abuse , and whereas it may 
be deemed proper to prohibit the circulation, within the said territories, of 
newspapers books, or other printed papers of a particular description 
It is enacted as follows — 

I No person shall keep any printing press or types, or other materials or v 0 p 
articles for printing, without having obtained tbe previous sanction and Ii- 
cense for that purpose of tbe Governor General of India in Council, or of the JJj“* 
Executive Government of the Presidency in rjjnch such printing press, 
types or other materials or articles for printing are intended to be kept or 
used, or of such other person or persons as the Governor General of India 
in Council may authorise to grant such sanction or license , and any per- 
son who shall keep or use any printing press, or types, or other materials 
or articles for printing, without having obtained such licenses, shall be 
1 able, on conviction before a magistrate, to a fine not exceeding five 
thousand rupees*, or to imprisonment not exceeding two years, or to both 
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II. If any person shall keep or use any printing-pres«, or types, or 
other materials or articles for printing, without such sanction or licenses 
aforesaid, nny magistrate, within whose jurisdiction the same may be found, 
may seize the same, or cause them to be seized together with any bool s 
or printed papers found on the premises, and shall dispose of the s une 
as the Governor-General of India in Council, or the Executive Govern- 
ment of any Presidency, or such other person us the Governor-General 
in Council shall authorise in that behalf, may direct, and it shall be 
lawful for any magistrate to issue a search warrant for the entry and 
search of any house, building, or other place, in which he may have 
reason to believe that any such unlicensed printing-press, types, or other 
natenala or articles for printing are kept or used 
III Whenever any person or persons shall be desirous of keeping or 
ising any print mg-pre's, or types, or other materials or articles^, for 
mating, he or they shall apply by writing to the magistrate within wko'e 
unsdiction he proposes to keep or use such press or other such ma- 
, trials or articles as aforesaid, or to such other persons ns the 
governor General in Council, or the Executive Government of the Fro 
udency, or such other person as the Governor-General in Council shall 
mthorise in that behalf, may appoint for that purpose The application 
ihall specify the name, profession, and place of abode of the proprietor 
3T proprietors of such printing -press, types, or other materials ot article* 
Tor printing and of the person or persons who is or are intended to use 
die same, and the place where such printing press, types, or other ma- 
terials or articles for printing are intended to be used , and such opph 
nation shall be verified by the oath, affirmation, or solemn declaration of 
Ihe proprietors and persona intending to keep or use such printing press, 
types, or other materials or articles for printing, or such of them as the 
magistrate or other person to whom the application shall be made shall 
direct and any person wilfully making a false oath, affirmation, or de- 
claration, shall be deemed guilty of perjury 

TV The magistrate shall forward a copy of such opphcation to the 
Governor-General in Council, or to the Executive Government of the 
Presidency, or to such other person as may be authorised to grant the 
license , and the said Governor General m Council, or such Executive 
Government or other person as aforesaid, may at his or their discretion 
grant such license subject to such conditions (if any) as ho or they may 
think fit, and may also alftiny tune revoke the same 

V If any person or persons shaft keep or use, or cause or atfow to 


bo kept or used, any such printing press, types, or other materials or ar- 
ticles for printing contrary to the conditions upon which the license may 
have been granted, or after notice of the revocation of sucb license shall 
have been given to or left for, him or them at the place at wt id, tl e 
printing press shall have been estabh-hed, he or they shall be sut ,ect to 
the same penalties as if no such license had been granted a „d such 
printing press W-**. «“d othtr materials or articles Tor pr nt n- niry 
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Cc seized and disposed of in tlie manner prescribed in Section II of 
this Act. 

1 1 All books and other papers printed at a press licensed under 
tlis Act, *hall have printed legibly thereon the name of the printer and 
of the pabli her, and the place of the printing and publication thereof , 
and a copy of every such book or printed paper shall be immediately 
f r n-anl ed to the magistrate or to such other person as the Government 
or other persons granting the license may direct, and every person who 
shall print or publish any book or paper otherwise than in conformity 
with this provision, or who shall neglect to forward a copy of such book 
or paper in manner hereinbefore directed unlc«s specially exempted 
therefrom by the Governor General in Council, or other person granting 
the license, shall be liable, on conviction before a magistrate, to a fine not 
exceeding one thousand rupees, and in default of payment to impri- 
sonment for a term not exceeding six calendar months 
A ILTheGovcrnor General of India mCouncil, orthe ExcculiveGovern- 
ment of any Presidency, may, by order to he published m the Government 
Gazette, prohibit the publication or circulation, witlnn the «aid territories, 
or the territories subject to tbc said Government, or within any particular 
part of the said territories, of any particular newspaper, book, or other 
printed paper, or any newspaper of any particular description whether 
printed within tbc said territories or not , and whoever, after such prohi- 
bition, shall knowingly import, publish or circulate, or cause to be im- 
ported, published, or circulated any such book or paper, shall be liable 
for every such offence, on conviction before a magistrate, to a fine not 
exceeding five thousand rupees or to imprisonment not exceeding two 
years or to both , and ev ery such book or paper shall be seized and for- 
feited 

VIII The word “printing” shall include lithographing The word 
“ magistrate’ shall include a person exercising the powers of a roagis 
trate and also a justice of the peace , and every per-on hereby made 
punishable by a Justice of the peace may be punishable upon summary 
conviction 

IX Nothing in this Act shall exempt any person from complying 
with the provisions of Act XI of 1845 

X No person shall be prosecuted for any off. nee against the provisions 
of this Act, witlnn fourteen days after the passing of the Act, without an 
order of the Governor-General in Council or <the Executive Government 
of the Presidency in which the offence shall be committed, or the person 
authorised under the provisions of this Act "to grant hcen.es 

XL This Act shall continue ut force for one year 

W Morgajt, 
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1 rom the Calcltta GAzimr Extraordinary, Saturday, 20 th June, 1857 
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Fort \\ ni!un Horn# Department l*th June !W 


■\\ uli reference to the provisions of Act No XV of 1857, it is hereby 
notified that opptuntions for licenses to keep or use nny printing prc*«, 
or types, or other materials or articles for printing within the town of 
Calcutta, arc to be made to the commissioner of police 

The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is authorised to grant licenses 
under the said Act, and to appoint any person or persons to receive 
applications for such licenses in any part of the lower provinces of the 
presidency of JScngal except the town of Calcutta. 

The Lieutenant-Governor of the north-western provinces is authorised 
to grant licenses under tbo said Act, and to appoint any person or persons 
to receive such aj plications in any part of the north western provinces of 
the presidency of Bengal 

The Governor of the straits settlements, the eh ef commissioners of the 
Punjub and Oude, and the commissioners of Mysore, Coorg, Nngpore, 
Ji’egu, and the Tenassenm and Martaban provinces, are authorised seve- 
rally to appoint any person or persons to receive such applications within 
the provinces, districts and settlements, under their control 

The conditions upon which licenses to keep or use any printing press, 
or types, or other materials or articles for printing will ordirfarily he 
granted, arc as f dlows — 

1 That no book, newspaper, pamphlet, or other work prinled at such 
press, or with such materials or articles, shall contain any observations or 
statements imptigi mg the motives or designs of the British Goiernmenf, 
either in En„lanl or In lit, or in any way fend ng to bring the said 
Government into hatred or contempt, to c\citc disnfT-ction or unlawful 
resistance to jts orders, or to weaken its lawful authority, or the lawful 
authority of its civil or military servants 

2 That no such book, pamphlet, newspaper, or other work, shall contain 
observations or statements having a tendency to create alarm or suspicion 
among the native population of any intended interference by Government 
with their rel gious opinions and observances 

3 That no such book, pamphlet, newspaper, or other work, shall 
contain observations bavin,, a tendency to weaken the friendship towards 
'fue’fsnWn 'Grovernmeifr oi niuve princes <?ui«?s or States, in dependence 
upon or alliance w th it * 

The above Cond lions apply equally to original matter, and to matter 
copied from other pubt cations 


A copy of every book, par^blet, newspaper, or other work pubhsl e 1 
tbo ten or Calcutta, » to b, otoocdctol, focanlj th, 00 ,„uua 
sioner of police 

By order of the Bight Hon the Governor General in Corn ut 
Cecix. Ueadon 
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THE FIRST FRUITS Or THE ACT 

No 29S 

Fromthe Secketart to toe Govebnmevt of Bengal, fo J C McRUAr, 
Esq , Printer and Publisher of the * Friend of India " 

Data) Fort \\ illUm, ZHb June IW 

Sir, — I am directed to forward for jour information the accompanying 
copy of a letter No 1202 dated 20tl» June, 1857, from the Secretary to 
t\ c Government of India in the Home Department relative to an article 
which appeared in your paper of the 25th instant. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

A. R Yocsg 

Setietarj to Ibe Cuvmimcnt of D ngal 

No 1202 

From Cecil BeADon, E»q-, Secretary to the Government of India, to 
A R Young, Esq, Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

Dated ibe 20th June 1W 

Sir, — The attent on of the Governor General in Council has been given 
to the first leadn g article headed, ** The Centenary of Plus^ej,” which 
appeared in the Friend of Ind a of the 25th inst, and especially to the 
two last paragraphs, which in the judgment of His Lordship in Council 
are fraught with m schief and calculated at the present tune to spread 
disaffection towards the British Government, both among its native 
subjects and among dependent and all ed states 

The article in question infringes every one of the three condi ion: 
upon which 1 censes to Leep a printing press are now to be granted. Il 
tends to excite d « affectum towards the British Government amongst 
great masses of the people , it tends to create alarm and suspicion anion- 1 
the Hindoo and Jlahotnedan population or intended interference by 
Government with tl cir religion, and it tends to weaken the friendship 
towards the Government of native princes, chiefs, and states, in depen 
deuce upon and alliance with iL 

"Whatever the intentions of the writer may have been the tendency o: 
the art cle is as above described, and the publication of such remarks 
even if innocent and admissible in ordinary times, is now, under tl t 
crit cal cin.u ustanccs which rei dered the passing of Act No 15 of 1853 
necessary, most dangerous not only to tbe Government, but to the lives 
of all T uropems in the Provinces not living un ler the close protectior 
of Bnt sh bayonets 

I am directed, therefore to request that with the permiss on of tl t 
1 teuton ant Governor the views of the Government c f India may bi 
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communicated to the Publisher of the Friend of Ituha, find tint he rosy 
be warned that the repetition of remarks of this dangerous nature will 
be followed by the withdrawal of his licence 
The Gorernor*Gencral in Council has no intention of interfering with 
the fair discussion of public measures, but ho cannot row permit the 
circulation In India of writings so framed os to excite popular disaffection 
I have, &c , 

(Signed) C Bbadov, 

Stcrrliry t « the Go»erommt of India 


Council Ch»mUr *9lh June, 1857 


(True Copy ) 

A It Youmi 

Secretary lo tho Corernmenl o f Ccnja! 


From the Fbiend or Imdia, June 2 5th 
TUB CETTEKABT OT n.ASSET 

We have glided into the second centenary of English rule in India, and 
Hindus and Mussulmans who study the mysteries of fate are well mgh 
in despair The stars and scriptures told them that on Monday last wc 
had Completed our allotted term of mastership, when the strength which 
had hitherto been resistless, the courage that never faltered, would pass, 
away, and wc should become in turn the easy prey of our vassals The 
favour of the gods is not a perpetual gift, and though sire nnd son have 
witnessed so often what must to them appear supernatural results, it was 
but reasonable to suppose that our store of miracles would be exhausted 
at last We share with them the belief in hidden influences, only what 
they look upon as being natural and common place, is to us the domain 
of the marvellous It is easy to understand how we gained power, and 
wealth, and glory, nt the commencement of the cycle, but Lard bevon 1 
measure to find out how we have lost all three at its close IV hen you 
can succeed m realising to the imagination the most foolish thing, the 
most improbable thing, and the most timid thing , and have blended all 
these together and multiplied them, and worked them into what is callcl 
a policy, yon may perhaps get some clue to the solution of the problem, 
but all other modes of induction will hopelessly fad 

The qualities of mud which enable a man to accumulate wealth are 
often tho«e which hinder him from making a proper use of it It was 
necessary for the conquest of Hindustan that the East India Company 
should exist, for it is only the intense greediness of traders that could, 
have won for us the sovereignly of the country The enemies of the 
Company s rule assert that they mado and broke treaties planned and 
fought battles for the mere love of gam TV hatever degree of interference 
with private or public rights was needful for the purpose of collectin'* 
revenue, received lnstantand eager sanction , whatever concerned merely 
the welfare of Asiatic souls, or the social interests of the great body of 
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Englishmen and Hindu*, was cither coldly ignored or bitterly assailed 
They imported for their own use tlie might of civilisation, but never 
core! to exhibit to the nations its beneficent features Wealth embodied 
all the attributes of their good deity, to whom was rendered with cheer- 
ful devotion the homage of heart and brain. The evil principle was 
symbolised by power, and where they faded to vanquish they fell down 
and worshipped. Without a spark of patriotic feeling they set on the 
brow of England a gem of priceless value, without care for Christianity 
they paved the way for the overthrow of idolatry Be it so, but the 
cnl which they wrought has well nigh passed away , the good of which 
they have been the not unconscious instruments will go on multiplying 
for ever 

A hundred years is but a small point in the lifetime of a nation It 
may be a period of sowing or of reaping the harvest, of giant labours such 
as shall influence the destiny of remote generation*, or of ntter folding of 
the hands to sleep We found India destitute of invention and enter- 
prise , ignorant of liberty, and of the blessings of peace. W e have 
• placed her face to face with the forces of our civilisation, and have yet 
to see if there are no subtle invigorating influences that can be trans- 
mitted through her aged frame. We have given her liberty such ns she 
has not enjoyed for centuries, and never save by brief and long inter- 
rupted snatches The Hindu stands upon the same platform with the 
Englishman, shares equal privileges with bun, and challenges for himself 
as great a measure of the protection and immunities accorded by the 
state He has no political enemies, and his grievances are all social 
There is much to be remedied within, but without all is quiet and <ecure 
If he has a new part to play in the worlds history, the stage is clear for 
him, and there is an audience ready to sympathise and applaud. \\ hat- 
ever he has in him of creative ability may find easy vent and ready ac- 
ceptance W e have swept away the obstacles which stood m the path of 
intellect and courage, it rests only with Nature and himself, whether he 
achieves success or otherwise A second Sevajee » happily impossible, 
but another Luther would find an easier task than that which wns im- 
posed upon the monk of Wittenberg The inventor, the author, the man 
of science will meet ready welcome and sure reward T\ e spread out 
before the dormant Asiatic sou), all the mental treasures of the \\ est, and 
feel only too happy m being allowed to distribute tbem 
It is a great crime in some instances to trample ont a nationality , to 
strangle in infancy what might have grown up to be one of the fairest 
births of Time, but except in the case of the £?ikfi», ifiere is no example 
of the kind to be alleged against our countrymen The Mussulman 
power was cflete long before the battle of Plasscy, and such as Clive (bund 
tl e Mahometans m the day3 of Sunyah Dowlah, we encounter them in 
the time of the deposed king of Onde Cruel, sensual, and intolerant, 
they are unfit to rule and unwilling to serve Claiming to exercise sway 
as of Divine Bight, and yet destitute of every gift with which Nature has 
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endowed the races meant by destiny to dominate over the world, they fell 
by necessity under the power of a nation replete with energy and resolu- 
tion, and loathe with all the bitterness of hate the infidels who have sub- 
dued them They will never tolerate our gifts or forgive our supremacy 
tYc may load them with blessings, but the reward will he curses We 
stand between them and a fancied earthly paradise, and are not classed 
in their list of good angels 

The M&hrattaa have none of the elements of greatness m their charac- 
ter, and speaking in the interests of the dusky millions, we do not regret 
Assye, Deeg, and Maharajpore, but it is otherwise with regard to the 
Sikhs, who had they flourished as we have seen them, two centuries back, 
or never come in contact with the might of England, would perhaps have 
uprooted the tenets of Hindu and Mussulman, and breathed a new spirit 
into the followers of Mohamed and Brahma Humanity, however, will 
be content with their overthrow The Bible is a better book .than tho 
Gruntb, and Christianity is superior to the Kbalsa. Regenerated Hin- 
duism might have obtained a new lease of existence, but it would have 
gained nothing in morals, and effected but little for human happiness < 
Its 6ole gam would have been power, and tbe example of universal 
destruction 

It may also be alleged against us that we have deposed the Kings 
and ruined the nobles of India, but why should the world sighovir that 
result ? Monarcbs who always took ths wages, but seldom performed 
the work, of Government, and aristocrats who looked upon authority as ft 
personal right, and have never been able to comprehend what is meant by 
the soiercignty of tho people, arc surely better out of the way No En- 
glishman in these days deplores the war* of the Boses, and would like to 
8 lc the Cliffords and 11 arwicks restored again to life Franco bears with 
calmness the loss of her old nobility , Europe at large makes steady con- 
tributions to tbe 1 st of kings out of employment. Had pnncoa and 
rajahs in Ilin lustan been worth conserving they would have retained 
their titles nnd power The class speeddv die out in the natural course 
of mortality, and it is not for the benefit of society that it ahoull be 
renewed 


Array the evil against the acknowledged good, weigh the broken 
f lodges, the ruined families, the impoverish* 1 ryoU, the Imperfect justice, 
against the missionary and the schoolmaster, the railway and the steam- 
engine, the abolition of Suttee, an I the «K struct Ion of the Thu"*, and 
d ft! are In which scale the balance lies I lor every anna that we hare. 
taken from the noble wcliavu returned a rujice to the tradir \\e hare 
saved tiu bvr* >n peace than we have sacrificed in war 11 e hare com- 
mined many Hun !er. an! crime*; wrought evil by nrcnied.iation an 1 
b, in.thM. bit -k.„ .11 (uccmc! .ip, ,k„ m „„ |jo , 

f.»ubr AM ...I, Ik. r ,..,„ s „ , rrf , rri[ 
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•tighten the bonds of conquest and of mutual interest. The land must 
be thrown open to the capital and enterprise of Europe , the ryot lifted 
by degrees out of his misery, and made to feel that he is a man if not a 
brother, and everywhere Heaven’s gifts of climate and circumstance made 
the most of The first centenary of Plassey was ushered m by the revolt 
of the native army, the second may be celebrated in Bengal by a 
re3pected Government, and a Christian population 

The Madras Alhetupum was “warned and the Bangalore Herald sup- 
pressed for reprinting the above article before the Government notification 
appeared The latter journal was afterwards allowed to reappear oil 
condition of the editor being dismissed. 


bio 329 

From the Secretary to the Government or Benoit, to J C Mukbay, 
Esq , printer and puh’isher of the “ Frxerul of India, Serampore 
Sir, — I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal to forward 
for your information the accompanying copy of a letter from the Secre- 
tary to the Government of India, m the Home Department, No 54, 
dated the 3rd mst, relative to the article which appeared m your paper 
of the 2nd idem, headed “The First \\ orniog ” 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

lour most obedient Servant, 

A R You>o, 

D.tnl F.* niU. *4 J»„ “ “» " 1-4 ■ 


No 54 

From C Reidov, T sq , Secretory to the Government of India, to A R 
Yolnc, Eso , Secretary to tie Government of Bengal 
Sir,— -In consequence of the atliclc which appeared in the Friend of 
Jn la of the 2nd inst, headed “ Tlie First W wrung," the Governor in 
Council would have felt »t necessary to direct the revocation of the 
license which had been granted to the publisher of that paper Ills lurd- 
*1 ip m Council only abstains from adopting this course in consequence 
of an a»*uranec he has received on the part of the representatives of the 
absent proprietor, that the newspaper shall, during Ins sWncc, be car- 
ri -d on so as to avoid all cause of complaint, and within the terms of the 
1 ccnsc 

The Governor Gcnetal in Council de«ircs me to request that this may 
bo conveyed to the | uhl d cr 

1 hare tl e honour to be, S r, 

1 our most obedient Servant, 

Cecil. Ueioov, 

S^tHuj ta IM Cornimioi •* I »!«• 




Mti j*ir i«r 
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From the Tkietd op India, July 2nd 


THE TIBST WAKNIAO 

Lord Canning Las done us the honour to Belect the Friend of India as 
the subject of his first experiment under the Gagging Act We arc, $ 
appears, an vnperium. tn imjierw, studied by the native masses, watched 
with anxiety by Moollah and Brahmin, stronger than the East Ind a 
Company We have only to insert a couple of paragraphs, and the re- 
bellion broadens and deepens The chief priests amongst Hindoos and 
Mussulmans tremble for the safety of them creeds, and allied and depen- 
dent prince", looking upon their treaties ns so much waste paper, turn a 
deaf ear to Governor General and Resident, and prepare to array their 
fighting men against the Sirkar Bahadoor Say that our power is com- 
plimented at the expense of our patriotism, yet what journalist could 
resist the temptations that beset us ? What would even the Times give 
to possess such vast means of doing mischief? Who else is there of all 
the tribe of editors, that has authority over a hundred and fifty millions 
of souls, that stirs equally the ryot in his hut, the devotee in Lis temple, 
and the ruler on his throne ? A few words and we can subvert the 
allegiance of the people The servants of the sacred shrine", dear to all 
races of Asiatics, seek their destiny m these columns , wherever the Eng- 
lish soldier is absent, we hold the lives of Europeans in the hollow of our 
hind So says Lord Canning, and we may not question the truth of Ins 
statement Here is the Governor General s oj inion of an article in our 
last which wc dare only refer to, except for home purposes 


If we were on our defence m a trial for libel, we should be allowed to 
reprint the obnoxious paragraphs but it will bo sufficient to say that they 
occurrel in the course of a rapid sketch of the results of a century of 
British occupation and formed the best apology that we were able to 
make for the Bast India Company We had to speak of a policy which 
has swept away monarchies and aristocracies in all parts of the land, as 
if they cumbered the earth a policy which bore Us first fruits m 1737, and 
its latest just a century afterwards Wc advocated it as has been the 
habit of this journal for n score of years, and however prepared for hos- 
tilities on tl c part of the present administration, we certainly never 
expected that the grounds of indictment won! 1 be found in tbe first lead- 
ing article of our last i«iue We liavc no oljection to recant one of the 
obnoxious paragraph" but must stan 1 by tbo 1 ope expressed in thj* oth/rc 
We will say, if re pure 1, that from Surnj col Dowlah to the Km" of 
Oudc, the princes of India have been vilely dealt with, but wc cannot 
forego the pleasing vision that m 1D57, a Christian people may I, T e hap- 
pily umkr a respected Government 1 

Hat »L.t b 11 ' of bmting ,lo« ,| re „j „„ n , Jcr 

““ rretcncnf On, f.ult „ „„ of 

, -1 th moclciT Klny, „ ,1 „,l do.n ■ „„ 

lK,i,c 1 »4ni.*d lo „ mU „„ bou,. I to reel,” .. 
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■were forced to denounce the vacillation of purpose, tlic utter want of 
organisation, and the 'wretched crop of results, which Ime given such a 
melancholy character to ‘the proceedings of Government since the com- 
mencement of the mutinies Wo had to choose between the utterance 
of unpleasant censures or a dishonest sdeoce Between saying what in 
the interest of England it were traitorous to suppress, and what it was 
for the reputation of a few high officials should never have been written 
The time had come when it was needful to take a side, and without hesi- 
tation we fell into the imperial tanks As it turjs out, we had not 
counted the cost, but such as our course seemed to entail we were wiping 
to defray On the score of public support we Ziave no martyrdom to 
boast of, having gained a hundred and eleven subscribers since the 1st 
May, after allowing for nil the deaths and withdrawals 
Wc venture to say that there is not a roan in Calcutta, or elsewhere, 
who will put upon the excepted paragraphs the construction which Lord 
Canning has chosen to fix on them, or who will adopt any other con- 
clusion than the palpable one, that it is thought more desirable to gag 
the .Friend of India at once, than to waste time in finding a sufficient 
reason for the net But we submit to his Lordship the following matter 
for consideration The people of all classes, who are said to read and 
study this journal, know as a matter of course that it has always been 
the advocate of annexation and of Christianity But all of a sudden it is 
silent upon those important topics The shrewd Asiatic need not ask 
the reason, for he can see for himself that the Government has interfered 
to prevent their discussion, hut he will carry the inquiry a step further, 
and ask what it is that has prompted the interference If they intend to 
reverse the policy of their predecessors, why let them reinstate Kings, 
restore Jaghcers, and deport Missionaries But if they arc not repentant, 
but merely timid , if they do not abjure the acts but only shrink from 
enduring the consequences, why what a dullard he must be, to be duped 
into inaction by such shallow artifices l Either wc adiocatc wliat is 
always injurious to the body politic, or it is the poorest cowardice to 
coerce us into silence Iso man, Mussulman or Hindu, if be bos half tho 
brains that the Governor-General allots to Lim, can fa 1 to recognise m 
this open tabooing of subjects hitherto left free for comment, the newest 
and most damning proof of tho mistrust which the Government enter- 
tains of the allies and native subjects of the Crown of England, and the 
Honourable Company 

Three weeks since Lord Canning ha 1 the sympathy and support of 
ctcry roan of I uropean birlh or parentage To day there are not half n 
d iron who woul 1 lift up thur hands m his favour But why should he 
do for himself, what be has faded to do for England ? V* hy care to 
retain personal when public reputation is irrecoverably gone? IV lien 
tbo goodly ib p goes down with all her rich fre ght on board, it is better 
that the captain should exhibit no anxiety to save bis cabin furniture 
Anl now a word as to the policy of this journal — say for tic next 
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went to put down a rebellion at Scnmpore To day is the last of our* 
independence, and we will not write under compulsion, or invite, for 
interests winch have been created by industry and intellect exerted for a 
quarter of a century, the rum which it will now cost Lord Canning nothing 
to decree Wc accept the situation that is made for us, and take leave 
of political discussion — till the tunes mend 


THE DACCA NEWS “WARNED" 

No 393 

To A Fordes, Esq 

Dacca 

Sir,— I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a letter No 45G 
dated the 7th instant, from the Secrctiiy to the Government of Bengal 
referring to an article published in the Dacca News of the 1st instant, 
and headed “ The Tenure of Land by Europeans in India. 

I have the honour to be Sir, 

Your mo9t obedient Servant, 

C F Carnac, 

Offlejiltts M»g «tT»U 

roujilary Adawlut Z Mih of Dacca 
Th# 10th August 1857 


No 456 

From the Secretary to the Government or Bengal to the 
Magistrate or Dacca 

Dated Fort William lh»7ll Augnit 1837 

Sir,— The attention of the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal has been 
given to an article in the Dacca News of the 1st instant, headed “The 
Tenure of Land by Europeans in India which, in his Ilonour s judgment, 
manifestly infringes the cond tions on which the license to the publisher 
of that paper was granted I am d rected, therefore, to request that j ou 
will -warn the publisher that a second infringement of these cond lions on 
lus part will compel the Lieutenant Governor to withdraw his license 
I have, Ac 

(Signed) A II Yon no, 

Secretary to tho Government of Bengal 


(Copy) 


C T Carnac, 

Officiating Maglitrate. 


From the Dacca News, August 1 st 
THE TKSIRC Or LAND BT EUROPEANS IT INDIA 
Jlr F.art I u ™vol ft, ir„„,o „f Common, for « return W 
on »Ul tenure Uni ■ lo.eJ to lol el I by Europe,., I„ ]„, 
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years, and whether renewable on payment of fines or otherwise — As we 
may expect that the Court of Director*, which first denied that it had 
received a copy of Mr Halliday’s police minute, ard then furnished, a3 
the police minute, a minute which was not the police minute — as we 
may expect that Court to give a false return to Mr Ewart’s motion, wc 
shall give a return of our own, as to the terms on which Europeans hold 
land in the perpetually settled districts But before doing so we would 
remind our reader*, that the Perpetual Settlement is a bargain entered 
into between Lord Cornw illi«, on the part of the British Government, 
»n<l for which he staked the good faith of England — not of the Court of 
Directors, or the “Company Bahadoor,” for that is ml— and the land- 
h ilders, that ns long as they paid a certain rent to the Government, they 
were to enjoy in perpetuity the possession of the lands contained within 
certain boundaries specified in the books compiled at the time of the settle- 
ment by the various Collectors and which had been sanctioned with regard 
to each particular district by the Goi eroment This is the theory of the 
Perpetual Settlement The practice has been very different, especially 
with regard to Europeans, who about twenty years ago were allowed to 
hoi 1 land on the snme terms ns natives The practice is as follows — 

A European is allowed to hold lands as long as these lands do not ex- 
cite the concupi*ccncc of the Government of the East India Company, 
* administered by a Civil Service, whose salaries depend upon the amount 
«f revenue that can be realised, per fas out nrfat, from the country — 1.x- 
atuph. Mr George Lamb, a gentleman well known for many years m 
the Dacca district, purchased an estate called Chur Doopoormh, paying, 
under the aforesaid Perpetual Settlement, a rent to Government ot two 
hundred and ninety odd rupees By tl c encroachment of a large and 
raj 1 1 river, the whole of th s estate was carnc 1 away Air Lamb, aware, 
from long ob*ervation of the oscillations of the rivers in Bengal, that the 
land would re-form, continued to fulfil his part of the bargain entered 
into with tl e Government— that is, to pay the revenue during eight or 
ten years, while the estate in question formed a part of the be 1 of the 
river, which is from four to five miles broad lie of course expected 
that, when tbe river retired, he would be alio we 1 to take po»sc«ion of 
tic lan Is re*f rmed There is a law, liowcvcr, in connect on with the 
Settlement, which »*ates, that if an island is thrown up in the channel of 
a navigable river it becomes the proper! v of the Government , anil this 
law u perfectly just, for it presupposes the drying up of the river — a 
circumstance of frequent occurrence in Bengal — nnl the formation of 
lan 1 on a sjiot which ha 1 no* been include 1 in tl e Perpetual Settlement, 
a* there was no lan 1 existing there at that time T! ere is a!*o anotl cr 
Ii« very useful in preventing duj utes, wh cb is to tl c effect, that land* 
which are f rnned by the retiring of rivers from one Lank sn 1 their cn- 
rtnarl merit on tl e other, are to bclorg to the jtoj -ictor on to wbose Un Is 
tJry fun In tie esse I<fwe «s wl cfl tie river was retiring the 
G vernment to tlrf; frvt lock Ion of the dry lanl wl ich frvt 

«p{» ired, an t» an I anl U en of all th- Hi 1» • tecrii rely ew*rg t»g 
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from tlic river, ad formations on to the island the property of Govern- 
rtient Mr. Lamb, up to the present date, hoping against Lope that 
justice may be done to him, pays the Perpetual Settlement Revenue for 
Cburr Doopoonah, though he is not m possession, nor has had for the 
last twelve or fourteen years a single bigah of land belonging to this 
estate The Collector receives the rents without a murmur, though we 
believe the Commissioner of Revenue has ordered him to strike the very 
name of the estate off the books The case, moreover, was five times 
decided in Mr Lamb's favour by the Judges of tbe Company itself, and 
Only gained by them when they bad succeeded, after a number of years, 
in packing a bench We would refer the curious with regard to this 
case to our supplement of the 19th of July, 1857 

A European is allowed to hold lands as long as these lands do not 
excite the concupiscence of any native, for, if nny native should desire 
to possess them, they will certainly be decreed to him by the Judges of 
the East India Company, who find none so impracticable as European 
owners of land Example Mr G Lamb purchased at a sale for 

arrears of Revenue from the East India Company, an Estate said 
to comprise within its boundaries certain specified villages A native 
about the same time purchased an adjoining estate Mr Lamb, from 
information gathered from the Collector’s books brought a suit for cer- 
tain villages in tbe possession of the native, as belonging to his estate # 
The native brought a cross suit claiming villages of the value of Rs 1,500 
a year against Mr Lamb Mr Lamb lost his suit The suit of the 
native was decreed in his favour, giving him villages producing Rs 6 000 
a year, instead of Ks 1 500 which be had sued for The document on 
winch the Sudder decreed against Mr Lamb was a forgery It pur- 
porte 1 to be one of the original papers of the Deccnial Settlement (on 
which the Perpetual Settlement was founded) of Zillah Tippcrnb Mr 
T amb proved that tlic whole of that settlement was made in Arcot 
ltupecs, while this paper was summed up m Sicca Rnpoes The Sudder 
Dewany Adalut, Tbe Supreme Civil Court of Bengal, decided that the 
word “ Sicca * meant “ current, and m glit apply to any rupee They 
themselves were, at the time of this decision, receiving their salaries in 
Sicca Rupees of more than G) per cent greater value than the Company s 
rupee, and would have repudiated with scorn the pro] < sit ion of bong 
pa d in the Company’s rupee* 

A Eo ropeai is to be preventcl from becoming the possessor of land 


or. mej cnu. «kwma vjc —ejs.am.Yi. wwja iisA. v.e.vA'iWieA case was 
1 assi ng Ihrtttjt the courts, Mr Lamb a opponci t got decjly into debt, 
nn J 1 is cred ter* put up his estate for auk Mr Lamb was willin'* to 
I in cl 4*e i<eace at any price and tl crcfore bt 1 a Jvge sum fur'll is 
c» .... "I l l' ■>" "I >1 . .1 -puled I in 1, air. I „„b „ . 
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* must be joined by licr husband We hare got the best authority for 
saying that this is not good English law, but supposing it were, there 
was nothing on the record to show that Mrs Lamb was either an Eng- 
Ji»h or a Scotch woman She might hare been of any other race, 
among many of whom— the Armenians, Musmlmanecs and Hindoos, 
for instance — married women may possess property apart from their 
husbands. The objection was not taken in any of the pleadings aR d we 
"ubmit that the appellate court had no power to take it up — hut there 
was an Englishman or Scotchman, well known in their private capacities 
to the judges on the bench to he such, to be prevented from possessing 
lands The case was therefore nonsuited On this decision being given 
Mr Lamb brought a fresh suit joining himself with his wife The 
same objection would not serve now , but Mr Lamb lost bis case in the 
appellate conrt On account of an alleged irregularity in the sale, an irre- 
gularity for which no one was responsible but the court which sold, and 
therefore Mr Lamb was punished — be it observed, that Mr Lamb 
gained every one of these cases in the courts of first instance It was 
only when they were appealed to the Sudder, when they were taken 
down to Calcutta, where Civil Semcisim is rampant, where the necessity 
of keeping the interloper from gaming a footing in the land is fully ap- 
preciated — it was only m Calcutta that he lost them We eoyld adduce 
many a case where the same gentleman, who, unfortunately for himself, 
had a desire to become a landed proprietor, and to improve his lands by 
introducing the culture of various crops unknown m this part of India, 
had decree after decree giten against him in the Civil Courts, many of 
them so absurd, that they gave rise to fi csH lawsuits m the vain endea- 
vour to have them executed Wc could bring instances of parallel cases, 
where names only were concerned, where decrees were given in their 
favour, which would have made Mr Lamb's fortune had the same law 
— wc shall not desecrate the name of justice by applying it to any of the 
dicta of the Sudder — been dealt out to him But the ir*erloper was 
there- He was t6 be put down If he had not been put down, he might 
have had the presumption to grow cotton , and by suj plying Liverpool 
with that material, to have made the English people take as great an in- 
terest in and become as well acquainted with, the affairs of India as they 
are with those of America 

However long a European may have been m pos«e«*ion of land, every 
means to the endangering of the -alvation of the judges themselves is to 
be used to oust Lim from possession, and to give it to a native, with which 
class the Civil Service believe 1, till lately perhaps, they could do any- 
thing Tim is an error on the part of die Court Serv ice Since Beg II 
of 1819, and the Public Works Loan, the native believes that there are 
no depths so low to which the Company Bahndonr cannot descend, so 
long as they have power on tbur si !e TLe Englishman confesses that 
the Government is “ awful dodgy," l ut cannot believe that the men 
whom ho know* well, and knows to be tolerably 1 oncst 10 tbeir private 
transactions, coul 1 be guilty of tbc rascalities which have been committed 
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under the afore«aid regulation But we are running away from our 
subject, which is that, however long a European may have pos'e^ed 
land he must be ousted somehow or another — Example Messrs. Lamb 
and Wise, two gentlemen settled in the Dacca district, learned from, 
their attorneys that an estate was to be sold by the Collector, at the in- 
stance of the owners creditors They agreed to bid for the estate, and 
to purchase it together The estate was put up for 'ale, and they bought 
it Though many objections were rai ed to the manner in which the 
sale was made, Ac by the late proprietors, at the time of and immediately 
after the «ale, they were all overruled by the courts Messrs Lauih 
and W we were put in possession, and continued m possession for eleven 
j ears eleven months and odd days If the twelve years had passed, their 
title would have been secured by prescription But before the twehe 
years hail expired, a suit was brought to upset the sale, on the ground 
that th“ law prescribed that notice of sale should be affixed in ten places 
It had been so in nine, but there was a doubt with regard to the tenth, 
whether the place where it was affixed was situated on certain lands or 
not The case came on in the local courts and was decided in favour of 
Messrs Lamb and TT ise It was appealed to the SudJer, where it was 
as a matter of course, deci led against the interlopers by two judges out 
of t! ree — decided, we have almost the highest legal authority in Indit 
for saying, again«t the common scn«e interpretation of the law But wbat 
can be expected from judges who hare absolutely no legal training, and 
ml o consider the interloper as a being who has no right to be in India’ 
Such are a few — wo s lcranly affirm a scry Aw — of the instances wo 
can give to Mr Ewart of the tenures on wh ch lands arc allowed to be 
held by Europeans in In ha. Were we to unfold a half -—one tl ini, of 
what we know, we should be 'corned as unjust trulucers of the Cud 
Service of the Honourable the I ast In ha Company 1 ortunatily we 
can prove every word we hare said from the decisions of the Sud ler 
Dew any A lalut — Lori Canning must have wondertd why lis | rocla 
mations were so I ttlv believed It is long — as the evidence of every 
independent man will prove— s ncc t! C assertions or the Government of 
this country have been believed by its subjects 


Till W NG \L IIUI h tlltl SUI I It 1 ‘.‘•l V 

TlcH»rk.in» tie cUrst J irnal in In 1 a, was suj pressed on ll c IStk of 
S^pUnilKT. on account of t! e sppcammx, in <1 ff rent issues of the i«r,r 
of the follow ms I tree art ulc* — * 1 * 


/>»*»* tie BexaAt. Hraxiar 


-The strainer which arrived on iLe tod, in.tant bn*,;} t ttl 
clClh Aojuit. which «wum» a leader Up nmng •There are aoui 
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of atrocity so abominable tbit tbcy will not even bear narration,’ and 
ending, ‘Let it be known tbit England will support the officers who may 
be charged with tbe duty of suppressing this mutiny, and of inflicting 
.condign punishment upon tbe bloodthirsty mutineers, however terrible 
may be the measures wbicb they may see fit to adopt’ 

“Tbe article in tbe Times from which the above quotations are made 
should be republished by Government, circulated to all civil and military 
authorities in substitution of Cecil Beadon’s proclamation, dated 31st 
July, published in your paper of 2nd instant , and the article from the 
Times should be read also to every regiment m India, instead of Sir 
James Outram's order abont tbe 10th regiment Little did the Times 
know of Indian officials when he wrote 4 Nothing more mjudici jus than 
Hr Colvin a proclamation can be conceived * 

“What will the Thunderer say when be sees Cecil Bcadon s pro- 
clamation, and Sir James Outrain’s order from Dmapore ? and that the 
latter has since that order been reappointed commissioner in Oude, be- 
sides commanding tbe Dmapore and Cawnpore divisions, thus super- 
seding Havelock and Neill ? The latter n> unquestionably tbe man who 
ought to have been appointed chief commissioner in Oude, for the energy 
lie has d "played from the tune be confined the railway people here, to 
the time he hanged the Brahmins at Cawnpore 

44 The imbeciles are not all out of England yet, however , the hoard of 
control has Vernon Smith and the war department has Lord Fanmure 
"Witness the answer of the latter, through his organ in the Commons, to 
Colonel North s question on the 5th August, 4 t\ hy it was that the Go- 
vernment were only sending 140 men to reinforce the artillery in India, 
when the number required to bring that force up to its war com- 
plement was 223 ? ’ Answer by Sir John Itamsden, ‘vide Times of Cth 
August — 

* * Sir J Bam-den said that the artillery force was put under orders 
for India, the same as the other troop*, in compliance with a requisition 
of flie East India Company, and the total force of artillery which they 
had asked for would be made up by the particular number winch had 
been sent ’ (bear ! hear 1) 

44 That i* the artillery force was rendered inefficient before its departure 
for India, by reducing it even under the war complement required in 
rurope, that certain figures sent in by the East India Company nu 0 ht 
correspond with other figures m the estimates prepared at the war 
de[ arlmcnt 1 

44 V i\b such a specimen of the way things utc conducted in that de- 
partment, can any one be surprised that we meet with disasters, from the 
ruinous effects of which to the nation nothing saves us but the devoted 
courage of our soldiers an 1 sailors ? — yet these ore the men whose 
feelings are being trifled with hy old women in India. 

44 The cavalry hor«cs in the Crimea were starved because Sir Charles 
Trevelyan, at Ins desk in London, thought he could there form a more 
correct estimate of the forage required than the commissary general on 
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(be spot could do — and now we are to bare the artillery sent out in an 
inefficient state because Vernon Smith and the chair think that the war 
complement, which experienced artillery officers hare laid down as ne- 
cessary in Europe, is too large for a fine climate like India, where they, 
no doubt suppose ready-made artillery men grow in the Hose Gardens 5" 


Zrom the Bengal Hchkaku. 

THE FRIEND OF IHND03TAN AND THE STATE ORIVDER. 

APTia or. OROB C.XMKO 

(Thor.ofll rcprci.nled by the Chairman of the Court of Director., and the S G by a noble 
lord.) 

T or II. 

Needy State grinder, whither are you going’ 

, \ oil 're quite gone astray your wheel li out of order 

There I a row blowing up— your union, are all rotten. 

So are your apeechea | 

Weary Slate grimier, little do tho»o rascal. 

Who with Ihelr howling, hunt down alt llielr ruler. 

Think what hard work 'lie, crying all dny, *• Red tape. 

Bed tape for erer 1 * 

Tell me. State grinder, how eame you la thli plight ? 

Did the aopreme court lay Iti band, upon you t 

Wai It the chief, ot editor of Journal. 

Or .omeloir planter P 

Waa It lome Judge for acting without Queen'a law ? 

TUncoroui chief, for keeping down In. aernce ? 

Editor viclou., crying up the people. 

Brought yon In thl» flx T 

(Hare you not read the minute of Sir Thomaa *) 

Spark. of re.entment .moulder In my beidjneee. 

Ready to blow up ai aoou a. you hare Md your 
Moit wretched alory 


S G 

Story I God him you ' I ha»o none to tell, ilr. 

Only one day, I, talking In the council. 

Gagged the free pren, and then made that J P. Grai t 
Gen’ral Obatructor I 


till command • they took me before the Common! , 
Public opinion then put me in the 

Pound a. a donkey l 


I ib on Id be glad to di 
A im.lt pen ilon. If jo 
But fir my part I net 


t your honour* l health In 
i 111 kindly glee It , 

-Wihi'ilnAmtcei -In 


r or It 

will u»tti»d-dt r ,t_ 
made no end of fun ©F 
Impoient failure l 
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From the Bengal Hubkabg 

All India is eagerly watching the progress of public opinion at home, 
.the eventual declaration of which will decide the future policy of the Go- 
vernment Our rulers are being put upon their trial, while n jury com- 
posed of many millions are weighing the evidence, preparatory to laying 
tlieir hfcads together for the consideration of the verdict. 

There are many good, honest, simple people in Calcutta, who are both 
surprised and disappointed that popular indignation has not boiled up to 
a higher pitch They are astounded at finding that Lord Canning ha3 
not been already ordered home jn irons, and that Mr Bcadon has not 
been sentenced to be tarred and feathered and rid len upon a rad, pre- 
viously to being placed in some extremely uncovenantcd appointment, 
under a native superior e are very far from saying that these pro- 
ceedings would not be approp’iatc in the cases in question, but we would 
say to our enthusiastic friends — -My dear sirs, you are too impatient. 
All in good time Public opinion is not a mere dramatic performance, got 
up to make the overland papers exutmg for your pleasure It is a real 
earnest process, which takes U ne for its development, which must be 
expected to * drag — in dramatic language, — now and then , which will 
not always produce startling effects at the most desirable moment , which 
keeps one waiting a long time between the acts, with nothing but “ apples 
and oranges and a bill of the play to fall back upon , — but for all that 
tl ere can be no rational doubt that the conclusion will find virtue 
triumphant, and that the villains of the piece will meet with their just 
doom But, — we would ndd to our enthusiastic friends, — wliat more 
can you expect v W hat more would you have at the present moment P 
Have you not beard through private letters that the windows of the 
directors’ town houses are by no means safe, and that any one of the 
honourable court ^Lowing himself at Bath or Cheltenham, or elsewhere 
where Anglo Indianism most abi les, would meet with a reception from the 
mob compared to which that of Marshal llaynau by the brewers was cour- 
teous and flattering P Do you not know that the Duke of Cambrul-e 
was heard to say that he should soon have the Ind an army under his 
command ? Are you not aware that the mode of communication adopted 
by the government of the crown towards the government of the court, at 
home, has already become savage and dictatorial to an extent that six 
months ago would have aroused Leadenskull street to a fury of resist 
nnce P Do you not see that the comparative satisfaction which has been 
VtVntj mole tow.'kks ‘A t mteJia h/w. k/wr. Cjwic&iA xq<wn 
want of knowledge of the real facts of the case ? Is it not obvious to the 
stupi list fellow among you, that where our rulers have been praised 
they ! ave been praised for doing what they have left undone, or for not 
doing that which tl cy have done most thoroughly and completely P If 
her Alajcty s Govirnment approve eventually of the conduct of these 
gentlemen they will have to do so, not merely at the cost of their consis 
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cncy— which they will core no more about than any other government- 
but at the cost of them office*, which they will not be disposed to pu 
with for sacli on incidental consideration as Mr. Ilnlliday, or such a nu ( 
•ter of detail as Mr. Beadon— -to say nothing of one or two others ofth 
time stamp, and n higher functionary whom they have dragged into th 
same boat, 

We ask the sanguine persons to whom we have addressed the above 
what more they would have for the present ? To us it seems that Tar 
liamcnt and the public nt home have made immense progress towards c 
proper view of the question. In the House of Lords, the Earl of Ellen 
borough and the Marquis of Clanricarde have addressed themselves to it 
with profound knowledge and sagacity In the Commons, Mr. Disraeli 
lias made one of the most masterly and statesmanlike speeches that he 
lias ever made in his lifb , and the question has been met by nil who 
took part in Us discussion with a high appreciation of Us importance 
The press has done its work well, and has been steadily drifting in the 
right direction, to a position which the Times has taken up with a decision 
and energy which sufficiently show that the voice of the country is on 
the same side Throughout the discussion, both in parliament and the 
press, it is to the honour of all engaged in it, that no party feeling has 
been shown, however much may have been felt in some quarters The 
utmost consideration has been manifested for the local government under 
the difficult circunwtances in which they were placed, and no signs of 
my personal prejudice have been made apparent J ren the Press 
and the Examiner, the two most sysleraafic opponents of the company’s 
government, have handled Lord Canning as tendchly as if he was a baby, 
and have let Messrs Beadon and Halhday alone with a magnanimity 
which is almost beyond belief and suggesls the suspicion that those 
usually well informed journals have not yet Acquainted thcmseltes with 
the fact that there are such persons in existence 


In the meantime, the accused are awaiting the verdict which |s to de- 
cide the r official fate, in a highly characteristic manner, such as wc see 
described m the London police reports as “ treating the charge with the 
utmost levity,” or "evincing a hardened indifference to the situation in 
which they were placed, that was painful to behold ’ But amon- these 
it >a only just to ixnink that the most elevated personage sfnnds'mit in 
honourable relief Ilia grand calmne«s under the ordeal is comparable to 
nothing but the demeanour of Miss Madeleine Smith, in similarly trvin" 
circumstances, which elicited the wonder ami admiration of the ranine ° 
r l« I.tl m bop. Ib.I lb. o„,™ „ c „„d „„ 

take of an illustrious name, and ns good intentions os Lav* , 

India Or any other i lace, that the charges winch J me fwVin 7 P<,V f J 
pgainst the individual in question will be « not proven “ ***" ^ r0 “ stt 
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the act urrnovED uton in pegu 

To the PaorBiEToa or the Rancoox Cuhonicle aid Pegu 
Gazette Press 

’ Rangoon 

Sir, — I am permitted bj the Commissioner of Pegu and Governor- 
Generals agent to inform you, that m the event of your wishing to 
publish any articles concerning the affairs connected with the rebellion in 
Bengal, m your journal yon are, before doing so, to submit them to me 
for approval Without such previous submission, you are not to publish 
such accounts or article 5 , whether original or extracted this will be an 
especial condition of the ad interim protection being continued to you 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Geo Dakgebfieu), 
Officiating JTagu rate of Rangoon 

Rangoon Mag-itrate < Office tha 5th August, 1S57 

The proprietor appealed to the Commissioner, and received the fol- 
lowing reply — 

To It. GonrszE, Esq., Proprietor of the Rakgoov Cusomci.e Press 

Rangoon 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to 
the address of the Commissioner and Governoi General s agent for Pegu, 
forwarding a letter from the magistrate of Rangoon, herewith returned. 

In granting an ad interim for protection m publishing the Rangoon 
Chronicle, pending the receipt of orders from the Supreme Government 
on your application for a licence, the Commiscioner and Governor- 
General s agent has assumed a power not strictly vested in bun by the 
law, and has in a measure, and for a time, made himself responsible for 
what is published in that paper , but he refu'es to accept the responsibility 
unless upon such com! tions as will, be trusts, justify him in having in- 
curred it Wilh the Government be has the honour to serve 

I have the honour to be Sir, 
Horace A SsoiryE, 

Extra. Assistant to tha Commits osar of Ergo. 

H an coon Commissioner t Office 7th August 1SS7 


the rmsr attack tsf zcx&cx j&vkxazs 

The following letter Lt^s been addressed by the Magistrate of Poona to 
the Government of Bombay — 

"ludleUl Drjvsrtmcnt Bombay Castle, S3rd of September 1SS7 
Sir — In the Times newspaper of last Thursday, the Editor stated that 
a detachment of the 2n 1 Bombay I igl t Cavalry had mutinie 1 at Dec? a, 
an 1 ha 1 been defrayed by Her Majesty a 83rd Regiment at that station , 
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ami in last Monday s paper there is an nr fide extracted from the English ** 
paper, the J*tess, the publication of which is calculated to have a very 
pernicious effect at the present time 
I am, therefore, desired- by the Right Honourable the Governor in^ 
Council to request that you will be good enough to warn the editors of 
English and Native newspapers within your jurisdiction against repub- 
lishing the articles in question 

1 have, Ac , 

(Signed) II L AwnrRsov, 

Secretary to Goremniept 

To Win Magistrate of Foona. 


MADRAS A STEP IN ADVANCE 
No 1106 

Extract from the JIikctes or Cof-sm-tunov 

Public Depsrtmei 1 dated 10th August 1*5? 

The attention of the Right Honourable the Governor General in 
Council has been drawn to an article in tbc Examiner newspaper of tho 
<5th inst , copying a false statement from the JIurharu , regarding a sup- 
posed intention to remove tbe Government agent at Chepauk, and re- 
flecting on that officer s official conduct 

Government rc«olve to notify to the proprietors of that new*paper, 
that this is a violation of the terms on which they bold tbeir license, and 
that their license will be withdrawn on the appearance of any similar 
article 

(True Copy ) 

E Maltbt, 

AeMitg Chief Secretary 

_ From the Madhas Examiveb, quoted from the ITubkahu 

The Madras Government, we understand, Las recommended to tie 
Supreme Government the iromed ate removal of Dr Balfour from the 
Government agency at Chcp^uk, for alleged acts of oppression 
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